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“|in the ranks of the stronger sex,

.| To all intents and purposes she had

4 he can do so ‘without fear of retalia-

-arisis.

“| and, though she received his cem-

: '_ all.  As o matter of fact, she had
| submitted patiently to far harder

| see me waltz

...... 1

Eva Carrington, the bride elcct,|
was a beauty, I
Eva’s soft blue eyes and bright |
little ways wrought dire destruction |

but she appeared quite unconscious
of her power or indifferent to it,

promised to marry Charlie Nel-
thorpe. His will was her law and to
pleage him the chief object of her
life. In short, his programme seem-
ed in a fair way to be carried out.

Her total submission delighted
him, and he took every advantage
of it. It was not in him to show
generosity to a woman or indeed to
anything he thought weaker than
himself. He was the sort of man
who i8 brutal to his dogs and horses
and overbearing to his servants,
who, in short, tyrannizes whenever

tion. His nature asserted itself in
his dealings with the woman he
loved, and he took the keenest pos-
gible pleasure in trading on her for-
bearance, taxing her endurance to
the utmost and showing off her
pliant will and obedient temper to
the world at large. It was all a part
of the system that could not an.
Charlie went on giving his petty
arrogance full play until, as was on-
ly to be expected, things came to 8
The wonder was they had
not done so long before.

On the occasion of Lady Brown-
Jones’ ball he went the {ength of
forbidding his fiancee to dance round
dances with any one but himself,

mands without a murmur, her soul
rose in passionate revolt against his
tyranny. This last test that he had
evised seemed to her the worst of

ones, but we all know the female ca-
pacity for swallowing & camel and
atraining at a gnat, and Eva was no
Jess inconsistent than the rest of
her sex. The gnat stuck in her
throat and obstinately refused to
be dislodged. There always must be
a last straw, and this was it.

‘2 When the ball was half over, Lord
put in an appearance, and at
t moment Eva h(a:E.pened to be
sitting quite alone. rlie had left
her for a minute or two to speak to
8 friend, and she was looking wist-
fally at the maze of couples that re-
volved before her. rd Dolly
made straight for her.

~ “Not dancing, Miss Carrington!
Luck for me, by Jovel Ripping
waltz, this. Have a turn?”
He stuck out his elbow inviting-
)g. but Eva turned away, biting her

p;‘Na, thank you,” she answered in
a low tome. ‘I cam’t dance with

are you? Nor cross wi
Eva shook her head.
“No, 1 am not ill or cross, but—
but I have promised Charlie to walts
only with him. He doesn’t like to
wﬂhho;t:ou;m” S
Lord Dolly ¢ down
1 4 t remark, clear-
od his troat vio tly and ran his

3 his hair. The two
Bt otaulings were signs of s
disturbance.

p R R
tch in &
o bit—not & htl.l: wee bit. He

at
fu:l‘ :::, like forgetmenots dro

. done so 1 reilly don't Teel T can kiss

Jfou."

Charlie fully expected that this | Gems Gleamed From the Tenshings

stupendotis threat would reduce Eva
to the lowest depths of despair and
bring her, figuratively speaking, to
her knees, but for once was he out
in his calculations. Bhe drew up
her slender figure and pursed up her
mu{ lips with an‘air that made him
feel vaguely uneasy, Was it to de-
fy him? Yes. Her next words
proved that it was so.

“I am not sorry,” she said. “Not
a bit. I am glad. I would do it
again.”

Charlie gasped. The situation
wag 80 unlooked, for that he could
not rise to it all at once.

“As for kissing me,” Eva went
on, with a little disdainful move,
“well, you will never have the
chance of doing that agai

Charlie found his voice then.
“You are talking at random now,
Fva,” he eaid severely, “a bad habi
sgrinst which I have always warn
you. Will you be kind enough to
explain yoursel{ #*

‘Oh, certainly,” Eva answered. “I
can do it in a very few words. Lord
Dolly pro to me last night, and
I sccepted. him.”

Charlie gasped again.

“But you are engaged to me,” he
ejaculated. “You must be mad
You can’t seriously eonhmghto

throwing me over for Doll
wood. The thing’s impossible!”
She looked at gun and smiled.

“Ineredible as it may seem to you,
I do contemplate it.”
“But — but = but,” stammered
Charlie, “this is very—er—extraor-
dinary behuvior on your part, Eva.
Are you aware that you propose to
treat me in a most dishonorable
way, and—and—er—in short, very
badly?”
Her face grew grave.
“[ ghould be sorry to do that,” she
paifl more gently. “I—I don’t want
to be dishonorable or to treat you
badly, Charlie, bat I am only hu-
man, and no one but myself knows
what I have gowe through in the
last few monli.s, You ‘have tried
me too hard. I was \rel? fond of
you at one time, and if you had
treated me fairly I should have been
fond of you still. But you wopld
wear out & saint, and I am only &
woman. I don’t think Lord Dolly
would be hard on me. He may not
be very brilliant, but at all events
he is 8 man—the soft of man we
call a gentlamn—aﬂ knows how
to be generous, even to such an al-
together inferior cresture as a mere
womdn.” =
She paused and looked eritically
at her rejected lover, who now pro-
sonted a truly pitiable appearance,
with all the starch taken out of him
and a general gir of limp depression
pervading his I:eilﬁ;a

“That is all,” went on pred-
ently. “But before you fo there is
one thing that I should like to im-
press upon you for future
—it is always worth s man’s .

.| to be just and fair, even to s wo-
P man.”

sgain and contemplat-
ig blue eyes, l;:_#
he said nmothing. Ho was ico

wildered to even speak. It scemed
1o him that all the laws of creation
were reversed and the whole scheme
of the universe turned upside down.
There was & hitch in the system
somewhere. It had failed.—London

Truth.
ANCIENT IRISH FORTS.

She paused
ed him with her

80 you |,
need not excite _youmls.”
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