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A Desert Mystery 3
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Colonel Whitchead is a story tell-
er from way back and hns a reputa-

iy tion as & raconteur that spreads ove
'g&uw. Ly _- a.'::w. & dozen western states i;md tcr;il-.
_!d.,d&:ﬂh falling 00n- tories and from the waters of the
of pra g Atlantic to those of the Pacific. He
7 has had innumerable thrilling adven-
1 tures both in war and in peace, and

when in the

1 Frapr-r humor he will
gpin yarns of the most absorbing
interest by the hour.

One story that he related as we
were jogging along behind the mules
on a recent trip to the undoubted
g:lcwny of sheol—i. e, the sulphur

nks of Kern county—is so uncan-
ny and strange that I will venture to
repeat it.

“Some three years ago,” said the
-colonel, “I was engaged in making
a survey from Rogers, on the Mo-
jave desert, to Antioch. We made
rapid progress toward Fort Tejon
pass, and it became necessary to
check up the line, measuring dis-
tances from government corners,
that the road might be accurately
located upon the filing map. This
work was assigned to an odd genius
whom I will call Buck, a man past
sixty-five, tough as a knot an«f‘ as
wicked as a pirate. Frequently he
would set his rickety old transit
with the lens wrong end to, and aft-
er trying to locate the flag for fif-
teen or twenty minutes he would
discover his error, and then such
gwearing as he indulged in is rarely
heard outside the forecastle of a
man-of-war. ‘I sometimes think the
strange manifestation which I am
about to relate to you might have
been due to Buck's profanity. Cer-
tainly if man can ever have power
to summon spirits, evil or good, from
the mether world, Buck ought to
have had that power in no small
measure.

“I began the inspection of the
purvey preparatory to the right of
way work, startinf at Rogers, a des-
olate station on the A, and P. road,
on the borders of an immense dry
lake, We made our first camp some
fifteen miles west of that point. The
regular survey camp was at this

ki time near Gorman’s Station, under

B the shadows of Mount Frazier. Our
g camp was a rude settler’s cabin, and
near it was a shack barn with a lit-
tle hay stored in it. A well of fair-
ly good water close by made a com-
firtabla camp a possibility. It was
late in Octolir, and the water had
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IAM N’ risen near the surface in the bed of
GRA--HQMWN' C. the dry lake. We had eatedn our
Sl i 8 the first night out and were

; hI:g a quiet smoke, looking out

over the desolate expanse of desert

~ Watches, Clocks ‘and Jewelry
Cut Glass quﬂﬂmm

toward Lancaster, a station on the
Southern Pacific road, some twenty-
five or thirty miles to the southwest.
Buck had been entertaining us with
about gl:iosts that he insisted
unted an old mining camp near
Owans lake and wes indlined to feel
hurt because I laughed at his tales.
“When derkness came on and only
the outlines of the gaunt mountains
across the desert were discernible in
the sh.rli%ht Buck of a sudden said,
‘Colonel, I never thought an en
headlight could be seen g0 plainly at
Lancaster.”
“ Nor did I,” was g:yt l'yf.:ci
w close to the ground at &
“diﬁe'ult to utimirtz & round, strange
colored light or ball of fire, very
like a locomotiva:ouﬂlight. A :::1:
ment’s watching, however, soon con-
vinced me that the light was er-
ratic in its movements and was
nothing more or less than a grand
d.lm? of the ignis fatuus, or will-
' ¢’-the-wisp, I seen
many times at the ends of the spars
or mastheads of a shi .t“"’tut:im
never on land or in such magnitude.
1 said to Buck: ‘It’s no headlight.
It’s one of your ghosts come to con-
vince me of the trath of your sto-
rics’ He turned white ss & sheet
and grasped me by the arm, seying,
Tt's co dead for us, sure as we
“.’
“And so
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it was. Dancing up and
gnd nearer. I
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““After we had eaten supper Buck
said: ‘Colonel, I never want to see
that infernal light again. (Ghosts
or no ghosts, it's no good, and no
luck will come of it.’

“The words were scarcely out of
his mouth when, apparently not
more than a hundredp:mrdi away,
the huge ball of fire appeared like
a flash, dancing up ang down and
seemingly coming dead toward us,
Now Buck became almost beside
himself with terror. ‘Let’s go, and
the quicker the better! shouted my
now thoroughly alarmed companion,
but sudden {, a8 on the previous
night, the light vanished. Buck
then recov some portion of his
equanimity, and, though he was
still snxious to return to camp, I
finally persuaded him that there was
danger that we would lose our way
if we ventured out on the desert aft-
er dark, while if we remained there
was nothing to be afraid of, Nel-
ther of us slept much, however,
for 1 must confess that I had a sort
of creepy sensation myself, and we
were up early next morning, com-
pleted our work and got an early
start back to camp.

“While we were on the road Buck
said: ‘Colonel, I don’t want to dis-
courage you, but the people who are
at the head of this scheme to build
& competing railroad will die sud-
denly, and this work will stop. In
fact, I wouldn’t wonder if you and
I both went over the range with
them to keep them company. But
the;' are going, sure.’

“‘How little you know,” I replied,
and I could say no more, a8 my
backers were then unknown.

“Now let me tell you the strange
sequel. The very same week that
Buck made his prediction the Bar-
ings failed. Early in November
Henty D. Minot, the leading spirit
and financial head of the enterprise,
wae killed in & railroad accident
while returning from Washington,
where he had concluded the pur-
chase of General Beale’s ranches in
every detail save the lEmnulng of tim

apers and the money, the
Elt}::ltion hal\}f?n?ieen to subdivide
that immense estate of 264,000
acres,

“On Thanksgiving day of the
game month came orders to close the
work, discharge e; : body and
break camp. ¢ following year
Allan Manvel, president of the
Atchison, Topeka snd Banta Fe
road, died after a brief illness, he
having been the second backer of
this great enterprise, and soon fol-
lowed the death of Mr. “ un of
the great banking house ng,
h{agrun&(}o.,thethlrd' and laat
of the promoters of & rival railroad
to the Southern Pacific system.”
“What became of Buck?” I saked
as the colonel paused.

“Buck? Just read that clipping,”
and the colonel took from his peck-
ethook a worn bit of newspaper and
handed it to me. It read as fol-
lowa: ' .
PBagdad, Celorado Desort, Jan. 15, b=
{napector rveyor known as
;:c:idl?mmr dmﬂ mysteriovaly
from his camp st thiy point three days
ago, and no trace uf:“il: mbﬂ M::‘-
B T ot ek S
They all retired, as customary, early In
the evening, but in the merning Buck
missing. and diligent search has
find bim. He went away just as
rolled in his blankets—barefooted
dressed, One of the men sald he
hé heard Buck's volde in the night

pomething about some ghosts being
him, but he thought it was a dream
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sections of the and
remaln forever without burial

1 folded up the elip and re-
turned it fo the colon e put it
back. in s pocketbook without
word.—San isco Call.
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Sir Philip Ctrrié relates the fol-
lowing of a well known London
cafe: “I pever dined st Limnfer's
before. ' It used to have the charae-
ter of being rather & of
high livers. In fact, it was sverred
that so many of its habitaes suffer
ed from delirium tremens that when
some one who was not of that per-
sussion was dining there s mouse
came on the table and to nib-
of bread,
ps ic waiter observed to him:
n't be afrsid, sir, It’s & resl
mouse,’

Qoadnese!
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ten millions in
JW&-M"_
-a.,,ﬁa an inﬂ to talk
business to you & few minutes.”
wc"',-'"? me 825 without

PARKER TO THE EDITORS,

Democratio Candidate for Presiaent
Welcomes a Comparison of Party
Records. Calls for Warfare

Upon Republican Extrava-
gance andl Urges Har-
moay in Demoora~
tic Ranks,

Waahington Post.

There are questions of great im-
port to be passed upon by the peo-
ple in November, questions that it
will be your duty, and therefore, I
Bm sure, your pleasure, as well, to
present honestly and so clearly that
the people will understand them,

I shall not take up your time,
however, with any reference to the
great issues upon whioh our party,
through its platform and candidates
confidently appeal to the people for
inJorsement, but crave your indul-
gence while I briefly refer to a
single feature of the Republican
party.

That platform opens with a de-
claration of that parly’s many years
of control of government coupled
with the assertion that' it hss dis-
played a high capacity for rule and
government, which has been made
even more conspicuous by the in-
capacity and iofirmity of purpose
shown by its opponenta.

WELOOME A COMPARISCK,

This challenge to a comparison of
Democratic and Republican admin-
istrations since the Republican party
came into existence should be wel-
comed, Fortunately we have eight
recent years of Democratic admin.
isteation of the executive depari-
ment of the government which we
will gladly compare with any sim-
ilar period since 1860.

The comparison will show that
under Democratic control the ad-
ministratiofi purity of the fathers
was observed in tbe conduct of the
government : that no one of its de-
partments was permeated, as of Ists,
with corruption rivaling the days of
the star route frauds ; thst a success-
ful eflort was made to check the
growth of expenditares; that it resuit-
ed o each instance in cuiting do
the expenses within the control of
the executive department of the gov-
ernment below that of the
ing administration. The compari-
son will show, aleo, that esch sue-
ceeding Republican administration
after 1868 incressed expenses, and
in some instances so greatly as to in-

nineteen millions. The government
: last year mounted up fo
five bundred and eighty-two mil-

trations to'be the one which in addi-
tion to other excellences, saved
many millions & year to the nation,
Evtravagance is ranning wild ip
Federal, Btate, and municipal gov-
ernments, in spite of the well direct-
ed effort of some excellent officiale.
The indebtedness of the municipal
governments are stesdily piling up,
bond issues are increasingly frequent
and the people have not the satis-
faction, in many instances, of a full
equivalent in improvements for the
money expended. And the Feder-
al government is leading in the race
of great expenditures. KEre long
the people will denand a reform in
sdminstration expenses, And they
will doit now if they are made to
appreciate the whole trath.

UNITED AS TO VITAL FAITH.

The Demoormtic party is not a|,

machine; it is a body of citizens
who believe that on the whole its
fandamental priciples are best adapt-
to the conduct of the government.
Among so many patriotic and intel-
ligent men it is inevitable that diver-
gence of opinion as to minor ques-
tions snd differences of view as to
the correctness and to the disposi-
tion of dead issues should be found,
The party is conseqently united to
day as to every vital article of faith
which can ressouably enter into the
pending canvass.

Our ‘adversaries are intrenched,
in full possession of every depart-
ment of the government, and it is a
mistaken policy to drive away voters
who would help to oust them. The
cause cannot be advanced hy attacks
on others within the party with
ahom we bave had had disagree-
ments, but who are now working
with us for & common result.

All men who' have altained any
degres of prominence have their
friends. and the exercise of ordinary
prudence forbids the alienation of
allies who are willing and anxious to
sssist. The coming election is not
to be determined by the September
vote in hopelessly Republican States,
where local issues snd candidates
even are griévously handicapped,

but the result in Vermont on Tues-

day asdmonishes us—and there can
be no barm in giving volce to the

Washington Post. -
Chicago, Bept. 8. —The strike of the
butcher workmen, which has de-

moralised the meat- packing industry | -

throughout the country for the past
two monthe was officially declared
off to-night by President Michael J.
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'| century has come far more from the increase of her population snd
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What the Facts Are
About Russia

By Profssor ARCHIBALD CARY COOLIDGE of Harverd

N spite of the differences in temperament, bellef, ways of
looking st things, Russians are fundamentally not so differ-
ent from ourselves and others. THEIR HISTORY AND
THEIR POLICY CAN BE JUDGED FROM THEIR |
CONDITIONS. They are neither particularly better mor
worse, cleverer nor stupider, than others, just as it is a mistake to
think of their language as particularly hard, It is a little harder than
German, but there are several much more difficult in Europe alone, i
and it is ohild’s play compared to some Asiatic ones.

The second error is that Russian diplomacy is ALWAYS PAR-
TICULARLY SKILLFUL and its diplomats wily,successful schemers. o
This is nonsense. The Russian diplomatie service has its clever men
and its stupid omes. If they have shown tact and skill at times, not
to say duplicity st others, they have frequently blundered. Nisholas
L blundered into the Orimesn war; Russis’s handling of Bulgarie
was far loss tactful than our own of Cuba under somewhat similar eir-
cumstanoces.

As to the current quarrel with Japan, one ean accuse Russian di-
plomaey of arrogance, blindness, anything you will, but not SEILL.
Russians themselves would strenuously deny any particular diplomatic
skill

THE RUSSIANS WERE VIRTUALLY UNPREPARED FOR THIS
WAR, WHILE JAPAN HAS BEEN PREPARING FOR YEARS.

Another error which we make about many countries except our
own is to talk as if they were one man. This is not true even in an
‘sutoeragy.- A FORCEFUL PRESIDENT may have more real eon-
trol over affairs than A WEAK AUTOCRAT.

For instance, we say Russin promised to evacuste Manchuria, but
pever intended to keep the promise. What do we mean by Busslal |
The foreign minister who made the promise, or his imperial master,
or Viceroy Alexeleff, or who! Of late there has appavently been
much conflict between opposing influences in the Russian government,
and its consistency has suffered. |

"R R _

There is a public opinion in Russis which lias asserted iteelf many
times recently. It drove Alexander IL into war, ks Americsn publio
opinion did McKinley. THERE ARE EVEN ANTI-IMPERIAL-
ISTS, and 'a good many of them. Another common belief is that
Russis is an aggressive power, always gaining and insatiable. It would
be absurd to pretend thst Russians ave any better than other people |
in their dealings with their neighbors.

In the last century the possessions of Russia, lesving out Man-
churis, were increased by something over 1,600,000 square miles. It |
is & notable showing, but during the same period the United States
gained some 9,800,000 square miles, France 8,000,000 and Great
Britain 10,000,000 square miles, or AN AREA LARGER THAN
THE WHOLE EXTENT OF THE.RUSSIAN EMPIRE TO-
DAY.

The conquest of Siberia was like our winning of the west, of cen-
tral Asia like that of the English in India. More than half the populs-
tion of Russia lives today on territory thet, was hers before Peter the
Grest came to the throne, more than two centuries ago. t

The immense incresse of stremgth of Russis during the past

the development of her resources and cveation of means of com-
munication than it has from an extension of her frontiers. Distance
is otill her GREATEST weakness, especially in this war.

RUSSIA ALONE WITH CHINA COULD BSHED HMER ACQUISITIONS | §
OF THE LAST MUNDRED YEARS AND LEAVE NER REAL STRENGTH | §
UNTOUCHED. . \

Why the Jews Seek Americall'n

By ANATOLE LEROY-BEAULIBU, Freanch Author I F
Irhmuhrumndm:uu—w : da-| ¥
true remedy will be found in the reform of those laws by which Rus-
sis and Roumsnis render the existence of Jews more and move diffi-
How to Cure the Divorce Evill§ g, ccribe
By Mrs FREDBRICK SCHMOPF, Presidant of the Netional Congress i _ b gy 33

turbe certain people, it must be remembered that THE JEWS [_T e
it THERE 18 NO OTHER BOLUTION OF THE JEW-

ARE FOROED AGAINST THEIR WILL TO EMIGRA-
TION by the intolerance of governments or peoples of the east. The

of Mothere
EGIN at the beginning by teaching children, both boys and
! girls, the real meaning and secredness of marriage. 13
TEACH THEM THAT IT 18 A PERMANENT RELATION |§
 =—FOR LIFE OR NOTHING.

Enlighten a8 to their duty as future wives and mothem.
mxmmmumhmmuh
fife. ;

Never advise girls to marry for any other-motive than love.

MONEY SHOULD B8 STRICTLY AULED OUT
RIAGE CONBIDERATION.

Charscter is the chief requisite.

Maks remarriage for divosced people IM-
POSSIBLE. :
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