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]:The Major’s Story

“Yes, my hair is white for 8 man
of my years,” said he, running his
| shapely fingers through the snow
white Jocks. “But, then, I have seen
a great deal of the world, you know.
Sometimes I think it would have
| been better if 1 had not.”
“But what caused your hair to

turn 5o white? It cannot be age,
for,if lam a judge, you are not over
forty.” The major laughed.

“No. I was forty on my last
birthday, and my hair has been its
present shade for the last ten
years.”

“Come, major, I'yn sure there is a
story here. Let’s have it.”

Again the major smiled, but this
time a perceptible tremor shook his
frame.

“I never like to think of that
time,” he said. “But be it as you
will.

“When I was thirty years old I
was employed by Uncle Sam to
gcour the country for moonshiners.
My territory lay mostly in the
southern states. It wasin 1881 that
I received an order from the chief
of the division to go into the Ten-
nessee Tegion and locate several
stills that were turning out kegs of
illicit liquor pear Little Tucksoe. [

disposition, and usually such an or-
der would have spurred me to my
best, but on this September morn-
ing, when, leaving civilization be-
hind, I struck the trail leading.up
the side of Little Tucksoe, a strange
feeling of forchoding came over me.
The birds iwitlered over my head,
and the purling brook rippled be-
neath my fect. All nature was at
her best, and vet a feeling of in-
deseribable dread oppressed me.

“On I, stumbled, deep in my
gloomy meditations, when suddenly
1 nearly fell over & girl, clad in &
gingle calico garment, who was
kneeling beside a hawbetry bush
filling a pail with the fruit. The
surprise wos mutual, and she start-
ed up like & frightened fawn, With-
out disparagement of the sex I can
gafely say that mo plainer women
exist on the continent than the av-
erage female moonshiner. _A; the
irl turned, however, she displayed
a face in pleasing contrast with the
characteristic high cheek bones and
‘ague’ complexion of that section.
Her oval features, brown s a ber-
ry, but regular in outline, set off
s pair of ruby lips and jet bla

es, would com favorably with

of any fashionable belle.

“ “Wha’ be you goin’ ¥ she asked,
witha s air.

] gm an artist,’ I replied, ‘come
to sketch some bifs of scenery. Iam
Jooking for Jerry Bowman.”

“ ‘Wha' you want wi’ him P’
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was of a light hearted, daredevil]

« am’ going fo board st his]

ly that night, and 1 sought rest on
8 blanket that had evidently seen
several summers and innumerable
hard frosts. 1 was very tired, and,
though I intended to rise when all
was quiet and tuke a view of the
premises, I fell asleep.

“I was awakened {.y the pressure
of something cold against my fore-
head and, opening my eyes, looked
into the muzzle of a revolver, while
the voice of my holt said:

“‘Ef you un moves a hand, off
goes yer topknot!’

“‘What does this mean? I de-
manded in my sternest tones,

““It means that we uns are onter
you un. That’s all’

“Several other now stood
over my couch, and my genial host
said:

“‘Waal, shall we uns finish him
now or wait?

“‘Let's take him ountside, one
suggested. Y

“After they had bound me hand
and-foot I was carried into the open
air. A short consultation was held,
end I caught the words, ‘down ter
the hut.

“‘Naw,” said one brawny fellow,
‘he ain’t bad ez that. Besides Pete
may be mistaken.’

“His: objections were received
with murmurs of disapproval.

“t ain’t too much,” asserted my
host. “It’s jest what he deserves,
an’ it'll prove an example to the
others.’

“There was sorse more discussion.
Then I was informed that on my
arrival Pete Sandford, a member of
the gang, whose still I had l.idotlbinn
destroying some time previously, but
who had escaped {ro::“the ogmn,
had recogni me as a ve
who had come under the guise of
friendship to land them all in pris-
on and that I was to be left in the
hut.

“This failed to sirike terror to
my soul, however, as I supposed they
would merely leave me there over-
night, and I should then have a

sible chance of escape. Had I

own the true mature of my pun-
ishment I would have my
captors to mercifully put s bullet
through my brain.

“They carried me to the hut, and
one of the men carefully opened the
door and peered in. He took a torch
and thoroughly inspected every
nook before en . Finally,
bound hand and foot, 1 was laid on
a pile of husks in ons corner.
the men without even clos-
ing the door. I was highly elated at
this oversight and lay endeavoring
to muster h to break my
bonds when I a
gliding sound in one corner of
room. Could it be that some.
human creature was im
with me? No, it must be t
outside. uT,:;n fl‘o!!fli the long, dar
openi a8 a fireplace came
n};i!ﬂglound, anoiher and another.
What was it? What could this
mean? '

“Suddenly I felt
across my

a8 they ln
on the foot 3‘&0 bed, -nd, the aw-
ful horror of the sitdstion thet my
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b'%:ﬁf irl began to sob.
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“What is it # 1 asked, moved by
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fearful uproar,” bells "wers ringing
and the hotel people and guests
rushing about in & state of panie, |
thinking that they were about to be
burned alive in their beds. |
“Alboni was discovered standing
in front of her door in the attitude
of a tragedy queen, with the candle
in one hand and the fatal piece of
pnperbauingthcﬂcﬁﬁounnmhw
in the other. And, what is more,
she was not to be beaten. No

suasion on earth would induce

to rest quietly in No. 18. No one
could resist her pleading eyes and
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“eBut we're reporter;

we' e said.
‘Wa:nt't: mc;:znhn
about the fire.

RELIGIOUS THOUGHT,

Gems Uleaned From the Teacshingsn
\ of All Demominations.

What was the ideal of Jesus? What

tion of the perfect life?—Rev. Dr,
Jor, Poughkeepsie, N. ¥,
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Pro an n‘
Of the Trust
Question e

in spots. Most of us even yet, su the JACDOR COULD

of today bas no chance, BUT THAT PICTURE HAS
TWO SIDES, AND BOTH ARE WORTH STUDY-
ING. These great industrial combinations have been built

Standard Oil company, created by the brains of John D. Rockefallér,
I8 WILLING TO PAY ANY SUM FOR BRAINS.

Such a state of affairs as that would seem to indicate that the
trost question has another side in its bearing on the future of the
young man seeking a start in life. It is true that owing to changed
industrisl conditions the young man today has little or no opportunity
to establish himself in o business of his own. In former days he
would have started as a farmer or business man or what not. And
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portunity comes in the form of wages, but the wages are good and
the prospects bright.

Of course I think it is a disadvantage for a man not to be on his
own resources. To be on one’s own resources tends to develop cher-
scter, but I should call the dissdvantage s grave ome bearing om
character rather than an economis one bearing on prosperity.
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AND DOUBT THAT THERE 18 A GREAT DANGER-VERY GREAT

DANGER—IN THE TRUST QUESTION.
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it pay exorbitant prices for the necessaries of life. Under ordinary

be the guiner. It is where the public is imposed on that the trust
evil begins. It is an undoubted fact that trusts have it in thelr power
TO MAKE THE PUBLIO PAY EXORBITANT PRICES. I

have it. Now, in my opinion, there are only two effective regulatort
of that power—FIRST, PUBLIC OPINION; SECOND, THE
POSSIBILITY OF COMPETITION. $ p

Publio opinion is & great force for righteousness, and no trust or |.
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any sttempt at legislative regulstion. There has been s grest
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-that, what has been done 1 2
THE GREAT DANGER I8 IN INDUSTRIES WHERE THME POSSI.
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favestigatidn proves that the statiment of the &

HEAR & great deal about the trusts and their tendency % |yul
monopolize industry, with the result that the young man |Snes

ap by brains, and they exnnot continue to exist without brains. The |Be

he probably would bave failed, as half of them did. Now his op-|"

NO THOUGHTFUL PERBON CAN LOOK AT THE COAL TRUST |®!
IN THE LIGHT OF THE GREAT STRIKE OR AT THE MEAT Tausr |¢

Whmlmduminitilmm'trﬂsumub Wi
come insolent to the point of lording it over the public and making’ ianed

~eonditions they ehespen the cost of production, snd the publio ehould | s

of legislation on the subject, but what is the net result! Of course |52

: COMPETITION I8 REDUCED TO A MINIMUM OR AL |
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don’t say that they use that power despotically, but they e tainly |3

other force can stand against it for very long. X care not how pow-|4 _
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