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4 “Waal, my name’s Mud agnin.”

! hour after hour at the little oblong

50 0:0:010: 0001000000054
It was not the first killing at the
. "This shooting scrape was only
one of dozens of others during the
live months of Fiddlers' exislence,
but the vielim was o peculiarly in-
c.lenddve erenture known as “Mud”
to the eamp. Lle had no other name
that he knew of and had earned his
vbriquet by his unfailing luck at
gaming tables and his equall

unfailing remark as he rose peuni-
less from his bout with the tiger,
ut
on this purticular occasion Mud’s
Lick had run bis way, and he had sat

faro table since the night before
and won with unfailing regularity
| through every deal. 4
Velvel himself had the shift at
deal when Mud had won the last
[ ounee in the “bank roll,” and as the
lucky )l:layer rose from his seat -op-
posite him the gnmbler had without
| 8 word shot him through the heart.
The cold fiendishness of the act was
too much for the nerves cven of
Fiddlers, and the camp rose to a
man und eried aloud for vengeance.
They were waiting now for the sen-
tence.
[ Long Smith was the judge. Ile
oceupied a chair placed on a faro ta-
ble at one end of the long, narrow
cabin, the identical chair that Vel-
vet sat in when lie shot Mud, Vel-
vet sat a little to his left, a guard
at either side on his right; the hasti-
ly chosen jury of twelve sat or
gtood, and beyond a rope stretched
across the room was {he silent, ex-
pectant crowd. The evidence was
all in, and Long Smith was settling
himself down into a comfortable
wsition to listen to counsel for
efense, when Velvet suddenly rose
to his feel and snid:

“See here, boys! Whal’s the use
of going on with this monkey busi-
ness any longer? I shot Mud, and
you've determined that I must hang.
Can’t you drop thiz and take me
out and hang me and be done with
it instead of forturing me with all
this nonsense ? You know-you'reonly
doing it {0 amuse yourselves,” The
eyes of every man in the crowd were
fixed on the prisoner during this
speech, then turned expectantly to
tge judge.

“DPris'ner et the bar, yer bein’
tried fer murder by the only kin’
o' er co’t this yer kentry hez. Ef
there’s enythin® ye hev ter say yer'll
hev er chance ter say it furder on.”
There was o murmur of approval
from the audience, and counsel for
the defense went on with his argu-
ment, followed by the counsel for
the prosecution. The court summed
up and charged the jury, which
without a moment’s hesitation re-

| man ter git me er new one”

@ 10 piease a may, bul That ufider
the circumstances he conid not see
anything to be gained by it. He
had in fact pleaded guilty in the
first place, and all that remained
for the judge was to pass semtence,
but that as they insisted on trying
him once to please themselves they
might as well try him again fo please
the lady.

There was a murmur of approval
at this sentiment from the audience,
which was sternly checked by the
court. The widow Lad been dipping

Y | snufl and eying Velvet during his

and the coart’s remarks and scemed
to have made up her mind to some-
thing she had been considering, for
she suddenly closed her snullbox
with a elick, rose from her chair;
and, turning to the court, said:
“Jedge, I'm the person what's bin
most hurt in this yer scrap. 1'm lef’
8 lone woman, with nary man ter
provide fer me, an’ I've been er
thinkin’ ther best way out o this yer
biznis is fer this man what kilt my
She
stopped amid a deathlike silence.
Velvet wans the only man that pre-
served his cistomary unruffled com-
posure. Lvery other face wore an
expression of horrified astonish-
ment for & moment, and then a yell|
of delight went up from the crowd.
The cool effrontery of the woman
Lad caught their sense of the fitness |
of things. Here, in.a"country where!
a woman most néeded a man’s pro-|
tection, her man had been taken
from her. What more just than!
that the man who had caused his'
taking off should replace him! The
racket subsiding, the court gravely
aros¢ and snid: 1
“Pris'ner ot the bar, yer hev bin'
tried *n foun' g iliy of murder. Hev!
yer anyihin’ ter iy why ther sen-
terice in this yer co'we should not be

]

ast ‘pon yerr”  Velvel shook his
ead smiiingdy, end the court eon-
tinued, < oa of thar eo'te

wll ey Liis yer wo-

is thel yer
o, will

man, 'n the o, va & juati

tie yer up 1ipht now.” At thio thes
was a yell titul Toorly chenll Lhe pol
and the srlig o roced e o
bar to sh o ith the prospee
tive bride anu proony aml auer con
gratulations, bLat the Livde had

something ¢=c to say finat,
“Jedge,” =he chrilled, “I've bin
'ﬁlfd thet Mud win'd & consid'ble et
gamblin’ last pight 'n I want ther!
money.” !
The coin and dust had been im-!

uctantly turned it over to the wil-
ow. After looking it over she stow-
ed it away in a voluminous pocket
and announced her readiness for the
ceremony. The counsel for the
prosecution and defense acted as

oomsmen, a couple of “lmliaa"'
rom the “hurdy gurdy” next door|

' erease in wheat exports through New

| eent years been very rapld, whether

! | the south central states. There are two

+ i glon to the seaboard, one known as the
.| eastern route and termionting at such
_| eitles ns Boston, New York, Philadel-

unded by the court, and he re-| 100,000 buslels in 1901 It bas leaped to
0,000,000 bushels In 1903,

deed seldom grown and in small guan-
Atities for stock feed only, It Is now
wentione] by Cerealist M. A, Carleton

sold at m foney price toward the close

as bridesmaids, and the foreman of | of the winter, long before the new sea-
son opens. Most important of all, much

AGRICULTURAL EVENTS,

New Movemont aof Crops— Duram
Wheat—irrigntion Abroad,
By B, BENJAMIN, Jr.

Washington, D, O.—0Melnl statlstios
pluce fully 80 per cent of the agricnl-
tural exports of the United States to
the credit of cotton, grain and graln
products and meat and meéat products.
Bome joformation on the methols und
routes nased In exporting this vast
amonnt of  farm produce bhos lately
becu got togeiher by Mr. VWard of the
burean of statistics. While tas infor-
mntion is perhups of most value to
prospective luiporters, It s certainly
Interesting to fCarmers generally to
know liow the blg crops are moved to
distant markoets,

Oue of the most surprising facts thus
established Is the importance of the
gulf ports In the grain trade. If the
wheat exports for the year ended June
BO, 1004, nre nlope consldered It will be
found that the gulf ports outdlstanced
all gompetitors, Galveston bandling
over 00 per cent and New Orleans
more than 20 per cent of nll wheat
passing through the important gate-
wnys of the Atiantic and gulf. The in-

Orleans and Galveston has within re-

viewed from a relntlve or an actual
stundpoint,

Galvestou’s Increase lhus been so0 re-
murksble as to attract the attention of
sbippers from all parts of the country,
Fourteen years ago this port had no
standing whatever as an exporter of
wheat, In fact, as Jate as 1897 the
movement was very small, amounting
only to about 3500,000 bushels, Bluce
then, however, shipments have In-
ereased so rapldly that the year ended
June 30, 1004, witnessed 8 movement
through Galveston of over 17,000,000
bushals, placing her in the position of
being the only port on the Atlantie or
guif coust whose exports for the fiscal
yenr 1004 exceeded those of the year
previous,

Agnin, It may destroy preconcelved
ideus with some to be told that the
greatest concentration of surplus agrl-
cultural production, with the exception
of the sarplua cotton crop, occurs In
the north central and northern part of

genera] routes leading frow this re-

plls und Baltimore, the other, known
a3 the southern route, with outlets at
Galveston, New Orleans and other gulf
ports,
Commercial Stutns of Durem Wheat.
The new crop, durnm wheat, uppears
to have made an noprecedented record
in this country. From a production of

I'revious to
1801 it conld bardly be sold at eleva-
tors and mills at any price nnd was fo-

a8 a striking foct that 6,000,000 bushels
of a grain formerly rejected should be

MAKING UP.

When Little Brother's Sorry After
Making Sister Angry.

When litle brother's sorry,
At first he pouts awhile,
And then about his dimpled mouth
There grows a tiny smile. |
He looks at sister sldewlse,
And, creeping very near,
He offers hor his rocking harse,
The toy he holds most dear]

MAKING UP.

But sister whakes her flaxen hend.
“Why, then,” he erles, "my kite?
My knife? My candy llon?
(I've only had one bite!)
You won't have anytoys at all?
Why, then, I'll give you—this!
Because, you ses, I'm sorry,
Bo, nister; take & kiss!"
—Rl:nnunh G. Ferrald in Youth's Compan~

PLAYING TURTLE.

A Game In Which Every One Is “H”™
at the Same Time.

Any number may play the game of
turtle, and no one player ls “it,"” for all
are “It" together. The game begins
by ench choosing the kind of turtle he
fotends to be,  One perhaps i8 a land
tortolse, anotlier a snapper, another a
mud turtle and so on, Then they all
slt in a row, resting thelr chins on thelr
kuees, and each holding his left ankle
with his right baod and his right ankle
with his left Lhand. This I8 a very
diffienlt position to keep. At a glven
glgnal the turtles start for n goal a
short distance away.

It 1a the object of the game for the
turtles to waddle to the goal and back
to the starting point without removing
thelr hands from thelr feet. ny let
g0 before the proper moment] the oth-
era shout “dead turtle” and keep on,
leaving thelr unfortunate companion
In the background. The rules of the
game demand that he walt there untll
the first successful racer reaches him
on his way back and touches him with
his elbow, by which he Is supposed to
instill new life into the poor dead
turtle. The Iatter immedintely starts
out again and finishes In the best style

Three Types of the
Heroine

By Mrs. FRANK LESLIE

HE age of chivalry, which furnished woman's first great
opportunity in civilization, developed three types of the
heroine, which T think may stand a TYPICAL CLABSI-
FICATION for the uges preceding as well as those which
have followed.

The first type is as old as Eve und as new as the “chronique
seandaleuse” in this morning’s newspaper. S8he smiles out in many
guises through the writings of the old prophets of Israel, in the songs
of Solomon and David.

On Grecian Olympus she wins the prize where wise Minerva fails.
She binds her brows with the fillets of Aspasia, and great Pericles
learns wisdom at her feet. Serpent of old Nile, she subdues the
conquering Caesar and charms the Mars-like Antony to sweet ruin.
On many a throne or behind it she reigns triumphantly through the
ages. And many a modern Antony has paid her the tribute of his
ambition AND HIS LIFE. Yes, she is indeed one of the hero-
ines of immortality. Condemn her as we will, there she is, forever
flashing back THE UNANSWERABLE ARGUMENT OF HER
SMILE, like Phryne before her judges.

R R = p

The second type of heroine, THE WARLIKE LADY, ean-
not be said to appertain especially to any one epoch of history, though
indeed she is absent from our own. It is mot reasonable to suppose
that feminine human nature has changed, especially in a retrograde
fashion, during these latter centuries. -Despite the traditional ter-
ror of a mouse the physical courage of woman is undoubtedly as
great as it ever was, if indeed the modern fad for bodily culture has
not tended to AUGMENT it, and her MORAL courage, as it
lias over been, is proverbial. The timid, fragile, wasp waisted heroine
was merely a fashion of the early part of the last eentury AND I8
NOW PRACTICALLY EXTINOT.

In these times women simply find other AND BETTER ways
of being brave. In the wars they minister to the wounded on the
field of battle, or, what is MORE TRYING and heroio still, nurse
them in the hospitals, like Florence Nightingale or Clara Barton.
Buch, too, are Grace Darling and Ida Lewis. Mrs. Peary is the first
heroine of arctic exploration, though several of the present genera- G
tion have penetrated the interior of the dark continent. The wives
of army officers in the far west, farmers’ wives in the east, widowed
mothers of large families in our cities and women with no husbands
at all—all these furnish examples of BOTH PHYSICAL AND
MORAL courage which are as fine as anything in ancient or medise-
val times, and which are just BEGINNING to emerge in modern
fiction.
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Authorship as a Profession

By CYRUS TOWNSEND BRADY, Famous Novalist

SSUMING that a natural foundation is peculiarly necessary,
indeed indispensable, in the profession of authorship, how

the jury gave away the bride.
Surely such another wedding w
never geen. The festivities lasted
until the fiddler was completely ex-|
hausted, and when a e:;]alo of days
later the Flat recove from its

' he ean. As thiere are aiways several
dend turtles, be is never Jonely In his
effort to succeed, The wioner s, of
course, the one who returns to the
starting place first,

ag! the larger portion was sold to the miils
d for mwaking bread Hour. The Incréase

in the deand for the wheat has been
particulurly strong In Buffalo and a
few other poluts In the east, originat-
| Ing solely in the deslre (o use the flour

shall one find out that he possesses it | BY EXPERIMENT.
The publishers' lists are filled with such experiments.

THE WOULD BE AUTHOR S8HOULD TRY, FIRST OF ALL, TO
ABCERTAIN IF HE POSSESSES THE ABILITY TO TELL THINGS IN-

' ; turned a verdict of guilty.

T"t Gloan and Miverware: The jndge arose from his chair
| and enid, “Velvet, yer gome in.”
. There was no further assumption of

This time of the

_-()-——-
yes tested and glisses

judicial dignity.

It drogped from

im as one drops & clonk from his
shoulders. “Ther boys hev giv' ye
a squar’ deal, which ’s more’n ye

iv’ Mud, 'n ye'll hev ter go under.
q‘:’hat hev ye got ter say agin it?”

Velvet ¢miled and shook his hend.

appeared.
. L L L L . .

A few days later a tall, swagger-|
ing, black mustached man, accom-/

carouse Velvet and his wife had dis-| for blending with otber kinds In bread-
making. In Franee, the greatest bread
eatiug couutry of the world, a large
quantity of durnm wheat /s used for
brend.

A prediction of from fifteen to twen-

Japanese Legend About an Imseot,

A curlous tradition exists about a
strange insect ‘which la found only in
Himejl, n pretty little town near the
center of Japan. It seems there once
lived a rieh noble In & castle on the

signals of w.
Take*n '

pound .m

save you a spell o
ver, ylt wm.

TERESTINGLY, CLEARLY, BRIEFLY.

If, in addition to the faculty of being interesting, he possesses
the gift of imagination, if he can make pictures in his mind's eye and
can so translate these pictures into words that other people will see

r_our bowels, sef
iver irmt' and cur
our indigestion.

i good Tonic. :

An honest modlclqir

nicd [’f &-woman dressed in rusty| ty million bushels hns been made for
lack, with an immense sunbonnet .0 or 14, This amount of a
covering her head and face, stood oD | wheat that does not encroach upon the
the deck of a Panama eteamer mak-| pegular production of other kinds s a
ing its way down San I'rancisco bay large one to be added to the general

toward the Gate. They were at the production of the country, and it leaves
lout of conslderstion the enormous

them—nay, MUST SEE THEM-—as he sees them, he can be per-
fectly sure that he stands on the royal foundation and that all he
needs for successful building is STUDY, APPLICATION AND

PERSEVERANCE.,

“You've got the drop on me, 1
reckon,” he said, “and T can’t kick.”
Just at this moment there was a
struggle as of some one tryipg to
force an entrance throngh the fowd

gold. In bis employ was a maldsery-
ant, O-Kiku, to whom was lntrusted
the care of the plate. Ovne day a gold
dish was missing. BShe searched dili-

st the door, and the shrill tones of 8 | rail pazing ut the fast receding eity.| out of couslderstion the enormous | dish was missing. She searched dilf- | . N ENABEECOCOOCOOCOOOOOCOO00OOO00C00C000000000000000] !
, Tagenoy= woman's voice could be heard de- | Suddeni the man snatched thgc gup-| Areas of seilarid and even arid dis- | gently, but in vain, and o despair
IMSURANCE IN ALL TS BRANCHES. manding access to the court thut | ponnet from the woman’s head and| tricts ldnl'tyd : fil‘:ls;alu that :h"e drowned berself in a well. Her ghost A
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