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L HE cat, indeed!

times that you
catl” ’
Mrs. 8pud lenned over her

#ee it starve.”

“But, Aunt Mary,"
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Privted Tuesday and Fridey,

ting you bere, and the uvext
bhurry home to feed an old, w
cat."”

were firmly wet.

“I've notlced,” she said, “th
appetite and ita whiskers bav
nectlon.”

“But there Is Uncle Jack,"”
Iated her niece, holding up a
lined clonk,

A softened expression cnime
eyes at the name, but her
still grim. “Why, chiid,
keeps Juck that busy he w

g0 home. Give iny love to ,

ber auut's departure to John.

night!"
John lnughed and lald down

Aunt Mary,
you have told me n dozen

bag and tightened a strap, saying ener-
getically, “Niece Mnry, n cat's n eat,
whethier 1 detest it or vot, and 1 cun't

protested her
nlece helplessly, “I've Leen years get-

Mrs. Bpud’s eyes smiled, but her lips
She tied her bonnet
ribbons carefally beneath Ler chin.

‘e 1o con-

Mrs. Bpud drew it over her siionlders,

hig patient
'ill pever
think of the cnt. No: It's my duty to

hand me my umbrella, please.”
Later Mrs. Spud’s uiece explained

borrid?" she cried gyith tears In her

eyes, “Think of that old cat's cutting
ber first visit down to a duy und a

ing knife. “It Isn’t the cat, Mary. Re-

sound. Ehe felt foollsh, but hid It
under n deal of unlmportant bustle
throngh the house,  8he sought to ban-
Ish the wewory of ents in fits by view-
Ing every corier with the sharp eves
of 0 ool housekeeper, Nothing escap-
el her--the bread jur left uncovered,
| e dishpan hung on the wrong nall,
| tie table spread creased luto awkward
fohis,

“hbat man, that man!” she softly ex-

e, I T lon’t come toulght,
whegg wonld be have bad things by to-
mortow?  And if bere lsn't the study
unar apen, letting in all that cold.”

She hoveied aeross e Aovr to close
e offending doos aud glanced within,
It wis De Spud's old thme private of-
fiee tuil stady, It was almost aban-
doned, its snfe rusty, its hooks unused,
for i place of the dogen of patients
anee crowding it there remalned only
ole who seemed to have abeorbed the
cotpdalnts of the previous dozens,

Mrs. spod, with ber hand on the door-
knoly, glanesil at the large, old fash-
| loned tlrepliaee. She bad left It empty
and elean, There were now some ashes
and charenn) in the grote,

“How eame you to bulld a fire In
here’” whe nsked wonderlngly.

“l had a Jitle work to do In there,
my denr,” wus all the reply be made.

» Wheny" asked Mrs. Spud, closing
the door,

“Koth yesterday and todny,” be an-
gwered and, to Mrs, Bpud's wonder,
added no explanation,

Buddenly an iden oceurred to her.

west that

traveling

duy you
hiskerless

cl

at a cat's

expostu-
long fur

lnto her
tone wnis

Jolin and

“lsn't it

the cary-

HE LED HER TO THE SAVLE,

member this Is the first thme

hours in thelr married life.”

them siarve.

sent out a silent welcome to

Unecle have been separated twenty-four

The reason contained iu John's re
mark was the truth, but Mrs. Bpud
fairly pushing the train along,
like to admit It because It seemed 8¢
childish. Therefore she repeated per-|
sistently to berself that If she kept
cats she owed it to them npot to |L'l|

As the train drew Into Shemung sia-
tion Mrs, Bpud's eyes lighted. Ble

she apd | She leaned forwanl. “Jock” she sald

guiekly, “how (dld you bappen to meel |
theit 1 i

tie playel wilh the poker a moment
“Why. Mary Anne, I found something
vou i forgotien to take with you. ]
3 v afralt you'd pead i, nnd I intend-
e to take that op traln to your nlece’s
biut”

He ended lnmely and %earched bis
pisckots.  Presenily he produced a long
artlcle wrappad in tissoe paper. His
wife took It o surprise, removed the

notonlgt?

did not

the old |

7

i Ring out the darlmess of the
Ring in the vallant
The larger beart, the kindisr hemd;
Ring im the Christ

T,

e and fires,

TN

that is to bs,

the wood shed, bls arms full of kin-
dlings,

He paused on the living room thresh
old and sald slmply, “1 think 1'll work
awlile ln the study this evenlng, my |
dear,” |

Bhe did mot allow berself to speak,
but nodded at him breightly. Later Lher
lips set themselves firmly as she heanl
the study door close. Bhe felt hurt at |
the apparent Inck of confldence on her

hushaaud's part even In o slight mutior

A tear rolled over her ot roandel
chicek. Then she took herself to task
| 8he patthed the dishos and aald alond '
to divert her thoughts, “1 hope Nieeo |
Mary wilt never lenrn about that ent” ]

“My dear,” cawe a voiee from the
stwdy. "are you speaking 7" |

Sho appeared, her honds fall of dish- |
ek, omd subied loeally ot the doetor In :
the stndy door apposite. “Yes, Jack. 1 |
wits speaking  to myself about—well,
about Nlece Mary."

Dr. Spul smiled avd, closing the |
door, quietly turned the key. This was |
the straw that broke the eamel's back
Mrs. Spud stood bewlldered. Ehe hod |
never heard that Key turned against
ber before. Bhe went back to the |
kitchen and remained . there a loug |
time. She no longer converssl wilth
herself about the cat,

But an hour later, when Dir. Bpud un- |
locked the study door and backed up |
to the living roomws stove In lis favorite

! attitude, his nearslghted eyves saw an

apparently placid Mrs. Bpud comfort- |
ably seated o her big rocker, uuil|
while Le stood, his huands clasped hi‘-|
hind him, she rend the “locals™ aloud,
A8 nsun| |

The next morning she awoke early
and begon wondering with an uncam-
formble heayiness of heart whethor the |
study fire would be bullt that day, It
was. Directly after tea Dr. Jack agaln |
appeared with s arms full of wood |

and sald o his mild, afectionate volce, |
“My dear, [ think I shall ocoupy the |
study awhile tonight,” and Lis wife
whispered to hersell over the nlluhmn,]
“YWhy did I go to Nleee Mary's on
New Year's day 7 and ber lip quivered
pititully with the whisper, |

Whatever the work was, It proved to
be n dally task. Until a warm June,
sun heated the stody Dr. Spud carrled
bis arm foll of kindling frowm the
woodl ahed directly afler ten. I be no- |

Fwiles

';-hm-u-. bt ohedlently rapped on the

door, while Mrs, Spwl retreated Into
the kitehen, There she remained only
untll the soomds indieated that the docs
tor hied renched the front Lall. ‘Then
slte foilowed bim and put him-Into his

| greateoat, tncking him jo and patting
balie corners as she used to do when he

fuci=l thie storms of & winter nigbt,

With bis wil bat o his band, Dr,
Spud atpopal suddenly and kissed his
fopchend, Although affection
for bher showel I every word and ac-
tion, such dewonstrations on his part
were vy, aud that kiss seemed to
devpen the wore spot ln Mre., Bpud's
Ligart.

Hlie roturned 1o the living room with
gulvering lps umd sat down In her
chalr, Then sbe noticed that the study
door was apen and the lamp placed on
the wiiting desk wins flaring In the
draft.  For a long time she sat and
wutched that lomp. It was ber duty
to remove i, yet her feet nlmost re-
fuged] Lo carry ber Into that room.

Finully  ahe  forcesd herself to the
door.  ‘There sbe stopped. A chlll alr
wirteh her.  The fire had died down.

“Jnel ought wot o work bere ln the
cold,” sl sald softly, looking about
Lier,

Hey eyen traveled slowly around the
rovm, coming to o surprised balt at

the wafe. It was open. Evidently
De. Hpud bad been Interrupted In the
whist of some tvuseal task. In the

wafe nud heaped before It on the floor
lay a pile of elean white envelopes.
Frow where shie stood Mrs, Spud saw
they wers peuled,  She did not go near-
er beconse bor sense of honar forbade,
Sle il pot retreat because surprise
welghted her feet, The flaring lamp
aod the clill alr were forgotten,

Bhe waw finndly aroused by ber huse
band's volee. He stood beside ber.
“My dear, you have discovered a little

| secret of mine."*

i wite started galltily and looked
up Inte the strong old face which shone
down on her tenderly.  Bhe could not
wpeik

D, Hpud ralsed her plump left hand
amd held it o his, *1 had pot intended

Lioubl know untll”—

'\11.'

e paussd abroptly and led her to
the wafe,  An envelope lay face op ob
the plie. I n large, Irregulor, scarcely

familinr bond was written, “For my

WHITE 19 CLEAN
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IS THE NEW YEAR

By J. A. EDGERTON

ees with an evil vislon,

L oe the world as God made it,

Look on Him with a single eye,
So ler svil and error die.

—

HITE and clean is the netw year
When it & ushered in.

What chall & be in o rwelvemonth—
Darkgned and sofled by sin?

If we could kesp it always white,

Hote twould the world be filled wwith light !

RIGHT and sweet s the new doy
When on the hills "tis born,
Cleansed in tha fires of sunrise,
Washed by wvhe detos of morn.
If it were sweet till the coming eve.
Whar o glory on ‘-arfh ‘rewould leave t
]

AIR and pure s a new life
Seen ar the gates of birth.
What will it be ar vhe ending—
Sofled with the dross of earth?
If from ftaint ft were ever free,
What a joy to the world "fwould be!

THE COMING OF TME NEW YEAR.

LL God's years are stainless;
All His days are wwhite;
All His numberless sons
Spotless as i the light.
Falr are His tworlds as they toheel and run,
Bathed in the light of rtheir central sun.

LY man in delusion,
Hatred and wrong and pain

Being divided in rwain,
Looks on a l{fe misunderstood,
Makes #t evil that erst was good.

ENTER. the thought en the nobls,
Whiteness of mind and soul;

Virgin and clean and wwhole;

HEN shall the year be beauteous
As twhen if came fo eorth:
Then «hall the eve be stainless
As was the day at birth;
Then ashall life on ita brighter side
Unvo the end aeem glorified.

fﬂ'c_BLi'rthda
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| the snowy ide of the plat- | herself lu other parts of the house at “Iack ™ sald Mes, Spud tremulously, Of “m this day the peasants of Brittany maly-
: waiting on the °Mh‘m mphﬂ'l that time be made no comment, o | fler Lnaden patted her hand loving: . tain that when the clock sirikes 12 on
| form, the "I"-“ whic! the subject, after a few weoks, was! " el worn the old S — New Year's eve the anlmals become
to her ulece’s the previous wl::mi never meutioned by elther. frslilone] wolding ring so long. OTII the Jows and the Mobam- | o qowed with speech for the space of
As the brakeman """m.d the cat | An the year wore Itacif out the peo-| L Lol n foolish $Aea; medans regard New Year's | o.p jour and that the huge Druidieal
sbe curbed her joy and Pwu gt | ple of Buemung Degan to remark 18| e 10 e e me last New day ns the anniversary of | o, onsiiihe known as dolmen extricate
-y e ¢ mik," each otber that at last Mre. Bpud was | o O L ool hind gone to your | 57 ek, or ratber, the crestion, \ .. .eeives from thelr sockets and roll
shall have an extra I-IW]: beginniug to sbow hor wge. If this| 0 o #one on such o 16t of Adam, which makes it the most| . .. ¢ (he seashore to refresh them-
‘omut-: firmly to herself. het were ftrue, It was due to the dally J‘",_‘_ et @ short time, yot | wae l.-lm:‘lnlu-r in mmv:ru m selves with a dip In the briny waters.
Just then a familiar “IHIEI b turniog of the key In the study door, L, X : sands of years before lirist
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Mrs, Spud turned as rapldly .I::f: MT:‘II::%;I-'R she wan the same loyal, = b"_:r nr: M:T“ :‘hﬂ ;:'_hn:,?.“ g;:ﬂll of the republic Ih:"t‘ll!l’
rotundity permitted, and """, ssed loving wife that be bad always known. | "' drigaes b -~  whole | it ‘with elaborate ceremonies 1o the
ber stood Dr. Spud. He "'““ wite Not a sbadow from the stwly door it "'T kb bl - gervice of the two faced god Janus,
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G e i 5 e b i trwio e ok e g, 1 e b | i e e e v
a fn ) man
seorued bersell { .
bis heavy overcoat and mlllw:;: But to Lersolf sbe sckibwiedged tat | * g L‘:m“" FEVET- | contrary. Iu the Athenian republic
neatly "&w v be beld out it was ihe lougest year sbe bad ever| ;';: ) 5y I:.. o :':‘m“w_ M“ the
nmbreiia. other han speut. Thix thougit was uppermont dn) " - P : ’ Fugland
in formal greeting. """"":; :::;‘ Rer mind ae she sat on New Yoar's eve| ~H'< rotew ledke. and fhect w3e 51 Geinaad Sasehs (3 Druids hetd the
m-'w shook beshie the stove in the living room | .‘.-r ey Mre. Kpud M? day in "M' veneration. Every-
B Shen Snates l?wm — and reading (b dully paper. Bhe was alouo | ';"""‘ St ""t:‘"':' ‘:” b h: Where ':.‘::‘m‘:.m“ "'m
“m-m - CThe irars were slowly dropping o8 M people
immediately took ber husband's prof- A e wrady dosr was clomed,| Ghecks, but they were not tears of | bid biack melancholy be gone.
fered arm. y Suidesly the outede doorhell rang. | PO The axaét date af New Years day
Together they trudged up the snow Jaid naide the' paper ltli!l “And po, my dear” the doctor oot | has not alwsys been Jan. 1, of course,
goversd path, one tall, mwl and Mss. ""“""wmd__ Hefore smbe  had | 180, “T did thie" e looked 4 for calendsrs bhave chapged, as has
white beaded, the otber short, plomp,. Sy ! the door. however, It spened, | 7T DHefr feet " “There ‘will be & everything else except the elements
! with glistentag siivery bt MBS SPUD TURNED A8 BAVIDLY sOWED | g » young man chune tranpiug lo. | HeSeEe B you each day in fhe year | themselves, and formerly the coming
- Mrs. Spod, climbing with two steps WOTUNDITY PERMITTED. “Where's the" Gector?™ waz iy an | Wheo (he Joumnering’ e ComSS WORAE qving Futher, inn the wine (A
o the doctor's ooe, was suddenly i b ereetin® "M B g | 00 1 o intended 1o keep it all from hldtou-mb::h-h -
fheown fute confusion by the quesiion, | paper asd M”mm““‘“lll o~ e e T you-an 6 g gjprise then—but this Is ke gm Now, however, every
Mary om Wy AL T | O euuae fun on the 9 of Jumary | Mr. Brows was f. Syuf' st pa-{ WU B 35 Semld new that ey CORCI TR S e
”':: fresh bold on ber hus-| was all sbe wuid, but sbe feit Better | tient. ; : ) | “Dr. St 10 not g0 on He stood |the it day of Jesuary s the frst day
P :‘ n'. e B g - gros morning :’. started u:::l the ﬂﬁ}'?ltm | with wmoist sye smitng down at his | of the year.
Ay ¥ ; s 1 Borget | o 2t PR
G o ' mu'-guu-lhlut Beverd) times the following & 0| e was on (he kmob hefors she | Wife, amd che wmiled back with the Bearcely jess than Christmas [teeif
‘il | . Jittle in the dark-| Mrs. Spud's thoughts recurred oy tesrs ralnlor over het cheeks. New Year's day ia one of oniversal re-
ot £ The Socter emiled '-.nnulh unossal cireemetance of the Stndy A0 | recalied bervelt. Hbe stopped 8o | 17T SIOR SR LIRS L | CUR RR  ions potations which
AR NS - e -lq:la-':-nuc their| and the work which had secesuitated | had not once “'""“ e e A | il e ahout that gearn, yet (he [ Were o notable & festure of oMl time 53
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