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Automatic

Road Agent |

By WILLIAM WALLACE COOK

| Copy=izhit, 100, by William Wallace Coak

CAN never forgse Klipton for the

way he decelved me In the matter

of that automatle road agent. Up-

on its completion I was led to be-
leve the machlne was nothing more
harmful than a motor cowboy, and
when the mask fell my faith In my
versatile frlend was shaken to Its
Yery foundations,

That Klipton In a most salotary way
wis hoist of his own petard did moch
to restore the status duo ante of cur
cordinl relations, That I myself was
involved disustrously in his rescue
from a scheme of comprebensive law-
leginess wias of small moment, conald-
ering the beneflcent results of the
aforesald rescue,

Qreat genluses, T suppose, spin thelr
glittering webs In the dark, At any
rite, Kllpton's Ingenulty when at high-
est pressure withdrew into some lalr
where it could be aloue with its origl-
nator,

In tho present Instance the lalr was
thoe rear room of our adobe dwelling
in Matangag, N. M. From that rear
room came ail day long and far into
the night a mellow “clink” of hammer
on anvil, and against its closely cur-
talned windows-struck sporadie gleams
of a portable forge.

The while be worked on in myster}-
ous secrecy 1 slaved at the printer’s
trade to keep him In funds for mate
rial. 8o great was my trust fn his
abllity that I handed over my wages
every Baturday night without question,
Whenever Klipton showed himself he
wis grimy with smoke and dust,
grimy, but complucent.

“William,” he remarked s we sat
over one of our frugal meals, “the
machine I am bullding is golng to
prove n ten strike. Money? My dear
boy, we shall take in the coin hand
over fist. Today you are to give them
two weeks' notlce at the printing of-
flee.”

“Are you ready to tell me what the
thing 87" 1 inguired.

“Not yet. In two weeks, however,
it will glve me great pleasure to ln-
form you fully.”

During the next fortnight Klipton
surprised me by allowing me to retain
my wages, On the night I severed my
connection with the Matanzas Mercury
he took me by the hand and led me in-
to the room where he had been labor-
ing for the Just three months.

Before me was a skeleton motor ear,
small, compact— liftle more than
wheels and platform, with the neces-
sary box to hoyse the machinery. But
the ear itself was only an insignificant
part of my friend's amaging machine.

Weldad to it and fortbing one with
the vellele was @ monstrosity In the
form of a steel man; not a whole man,
merely the head, trunk and arms, bul't
on & gigantic model—the half of &
ma oy

This latter day centaur was a hide-
ous conception. Its vacuous face and
staring ‘eyes sent uncanny shivers
erseping through my nerves, and I

Sturned awnay with a gasp.

In ench band the semifigure clasped
a long barreled Colt's revolver. The
arms were jointed, and Klipton

‘wag lifting them probdly sud moving

this way and that when I turned

“fo that i what I have been putting
into for the last ten weeks[™

“Klip," said T severely, “if there Is
anything ecrooked nhout this you can
count me out.”

“Willinm,” he retorted, “don’t read
me any of your bhomilies. We're not
going to do anything crooked. We're
simply golng to watch and obserye
what happena.™

Ha looked anbout him eritically. The

trail threaded n rugged raving ot that

poiat, with shadowy Iurking places
gusied from the slopes on Jeft and
rigut,

“Iuls ls the pluce,” he proceeded.

| . a
, 5road TaRI Tink haR el &L Boino

“You

“Wo will elimb that hill, hiteh our|™

horaos over the brow of #, and then
tule up our stations behind convenlent
bowlder:.*

“Why the bowlders? 1 nsked
“Floven't we a right"—

“I never saw such a fellow! he ine
terrupted crossly, “Consider yourself
under my orlers, Willlam, or else polnt
your eayuce for Matankas a o back
to the printing office, It loor to me
as though youy plebelan lleas were
wedded to type sticking and twenty
a week."

I accepted tho rebuke meekly, and
we hitehed our horses om the other
side of the hill and screened ourselyes
behind rocks commanding & view of
the trall

We had not been ten minutes in hid.
ing when the stage from the .gold
camp at Pell's Noteh trekked Into
might on l;ll way to the rallroad at
Matanzas,

“Whatch,” whispered Klipton, “and
don't get exelted,”

The stage came movily on, an-ex-
press megsengoer on 1lio seat with the

‘0T WILL THINK, ACT AND DO BVERYTIIING
PUT TALK.

driver. At the messeuger's feet was a

strong box which I knew must routaln

a treasure in placer gold, Detween

the messenger's knoes waa a rifle.

As 1 kept my wondering eyes on the
vehivle the four horses attached fto It
suddenly went bock 19 thely .irnces
and then shot up In the alr. The
driver exploded a yell, and the mes-
senger, quick as chain Hghtniog,
bronght the rifle to his shoulder,

A report followed, and a mustenl
ring followed the report—a ring that,
throngh some welrd acoustic cfeel,
sounded for all the world like a titil:
lating, ironical laugh,

gwerving my eyes the othur way
along the traifl, I beheld the 5o ealled
motdr cowhoy -planted In the path.
both weapons leveled at the two ob
the stage. A red eard lettered In while
had abruptly materialized ot the front
of the car, “Hands Up!”

1 was spellbound-—too woch. so for
recriminations. All T could do was to
crouch behind my bowider and kgep
my fascinated eycs on the tall balow.

The automuaton pulled trigger, and
the messenger's hat few off. The wirs-
penger amjlied his magasioe over the
horses' beads, and a chorus of those,
eerle laughs achoed up and down ibhe
ravine.

By thon the dage horses Wwere fairly
undor control, and the driver elovated
bis hands. The messengor. who had
h-tllmiothllrhynnmdhullal.
followed sult. ’

The “Hands Up!® eard vanlshed, and
anather took Iis place—"Depaosit Vals
ables In Iron Basket In Front of Car?

“I'he blamed thing ] '
cog or something! he Sung al me.
Thon the other card flauntsd its order
for him to deponit his valuables in the

penad o that faflow they

tries to run,' he groanad, palpitating biac
and forth in the trall. "Sneak around be-
Rind i, Willinm," he added, clutthing at
& straw of hope, “and tutton No. &
Hustle! The black card la upl™

I hustled, but the other revolver fo-

| & dozen steps.

lataly
‘lﬂnthmul:knmlndmm“sm
o0, .

“Now you're in’It, too!” he whooped,
“Go up close and put your contribution
in the baskel. Wa've got to do It! After
that we'll follow the car Uil the slectricity

With the frowning muszsie of the six
shooter looking mo squarely In the face,
I laid my forty dollar demation In the
fron baskot snd followed It with an helre
Joom in the shaps of an old sliver walch,
Thereupon T was permitied to back away.

Klipton advanced with one hand In
pocket. 1 don't think he had any vale-
ablos about him, and I watched with in-
tense Interest to soe what e

Of a sudden, when close t0 the nefari-
ous machine, my friend hurled himeslf
upon It, one hand remching around to-
ward button No. 8. Thore followed &
sharp report which struck on my heart
ke a knell. .

With a groan Klipion dropped across
the Lon baskel, a melancholy tribute to
his own misgulded gonius. I leaped for-
ward iastinctively, but before I could
come anywhers near the machine it had
got under headway and was moving st &
moderate gait In the direction of Pell's
Notoh,

[ made hoste to recover my horss and,
tralling Klpton's mount behind e,
started In pursull. A clattor of hoofs
drew my ottention, and 1 discovered the
sherlll and o posse of four galloping wup
from the rear,

They had started from Matanzas on the
trafl of o eattle thief and had encountored
the stage two miles out. The harrowing
tale of the driver and messenger had sent
the oMcers after the slngular bandit who
had  annexed the express company’s
strong box, 2

The sherift, as I could see, looked upon
me with more of leas . 1 was
known to be a close of Kilplon's,
and Klipton, so the sherilf had been In-
formed, had pushed s machine answaring
tho messenger's description fo tho Matan-
gas powoer house thal morning.

Our uit did not lead us far on the
Pell's Notch road. Just beyond the rocky
hills the motor wheels Jeft well defined
tracks acrons the desert soulhwapd.

fpurring forward at top speed, we soOn
fad the machins n sight—a slowly mev-
ing blot on the herfgon. At sbout the
same momant wo discovered s (ralling
plume of wmoko off to the west.

“The 12:% loeal for Albuquerque,” re-
marked the shoriff, and presently the
irain was seen writhing like % make
”mut:' senting the motor car was

The blol representing mo
obacrved 1o be at & standstill, prasumably
experiencing difficuity In gelting scross

drawn out whistle from
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ROAD IMPROVEMENT

JOME POINTE BY MAINE'S COMMIS-
BIONER OF HIGHWAYS.

MHow to fectre 4 Dry Surfacs
piraightening the Grade of & Road.
Importance of Drsinage—iiiats om
Highway Hopairing.

The first annual report of the de-
: of highyrays of the state of
Malue has been by Commisalon-
er Paul D, Sargenit. 1t Iv & voluminous
fdocument and contains much of Inter-
¢ést.  Here are some Interesting ex-
corpts:

Country roads in general may be Im-
oved In the following wayn: By cut-
t the bushes and grubbing out
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short courses, and before improvement
s undertaken on any of these, all
short, sharp corners and curves should
be eliminated as far as possible.

Many of our roads present a crooked
appearance, when in reality the loca-
tion is n stralght line, the crooks hav-
ing been made when the road was
graded to relleve the bullders from
grubbing out a stump or removing &
bowlder. If Improvement s contem-
plated on a road in this condition, by
all mesns let a beginning be
gtralghtening the grade so
finished road will beqr the
good workmanship. By the use
few stakes for lning up new
road comminsioners will, in
roads, be able to make nee
the old grade and have a good

GIANT MAGNETS.

The Operation of Lifting Monstes
Londs With Them.

The pecullar properties of an electric
current often lead one tosfaney that
it may perchagee be endgwed with the
spirit of intelllgence, po mysterious are
{its lnper worklngs.

A most curlous use of electricity Is
the adoption of lifting magnets 'n ma-
clilne shop and mill practice. An elec-
tro maguot in its stwplest form con-
slsts of a plece of soft lrog wound with
& large number of turns of Insulated
copper wire. When an electric current
pasaes through the windings of wire
the electric forces are converted into
maguetic forces and the coll of wire
and core of woft lron assume all the
characteristics of a common steel mag-
ey v

The operation of Il magnets s
quite simple, The magnet ls attached
to the crane hook, and the ends of the
wire forming the coll are connected
directly with the dynamo.
Is then swung so that
suspended directly over
be removed. The magnet
ored yntil it comes in con
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to four men.—New York Herald.

THE BLOUSE.
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DETERMINING LEVELS,

Method by Which Every Man m‘-l
His Own Surveyor, i 't

A glmple woy of roughly determin-
ing levels, and one which can rerdily
be practiced by any one and which has '
the advantage of mot requiring any
specinl apparatus, I8 By meonns of &
splrit level and a board with a stralght
sdge. The wiy to go about it Is this:
First determine on two polnts the lev-
s of which you wish to know #and
drive stnkea into the ground, -Then
ke & board with a straight edge and
gk It to a tree, If one happens to be
navailnble, 1o a Mue with theso two
stnkes, Iut the board nt such & halght
that you ean readily sight over It and
carefully lovel this board by monsis of
the spirit Jeyel, Then sight it over to-
wiard ode of the siakes, having some
one at that stake who will, by mesns
of a small piece of paper, locate the
polnt nt whieh your line of vision guts
It—ln other words, awvhere o line. pro-
jected from your sighting board would
strie the stake. Maké some sort of
mark at this polnt and thén sight to
the othier gtake Ip the same waoy and
mark the polnt where the line would
strike it. By measuring digtances that
these two polnts are above the ground

In level s threa fot, or, In other words,
the vicTuity of the stake

mark Is five feet from

three feet higher than the

and you will"have a threo

from dralning from this polot
other—Farming.

THE E UENT NUDGE.

“Do you sed the woman inltlu!n
frout of us there?" asked the man with

the fashiopable tle to the friend wha |.

that sho s very well dressed? That's
what I would say, Now, I'll bet you
Balf & dollar that whenfsho passes
threo women walking just ahead of
three will nudge each
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