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Little Miracle

By Anna Steese Richardson

Copyright, 1908, by May MoHeon

It wns pretty generally understood
that the Bllly Daltons were drifting
apart. There was no particular reason
for this state of nffalrs, save the lack |

* | of something better to do.

: | bé was fighting ennul by hunting big

| ment, thence Into matrimony.

-| tillons and Janet to dance them, but

{ up ber home In Nevada or South Da-
_ | kota, there to remain untll Norman

| Billy Dalton had Insinuated to Stanley

‘| happler,

| sode. In the set to which the Billy Dai-
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2 zl;lle races and the week end no one

| Daltons might separate within a fort-
| Dailton car broke down on the Jericho

- | “parsh” Huntoon—decided to cut

g;

| wititer stores.
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You see, they had just enough money

| so that Billy did not have to work nor |

Janet to worry about making both ends
meet. They had danced thelr way
through several semsons Into a lazy,
good humored and comrade-like engage-
: After
that Billy had continued to lead co-

generally with other partners,
Matters between them had reached
the polnt where the rumor laden soci-
oty papers had suggested covertly that
when Billy went to England and Scot-
land, where he had nothing in partic-
ular to do, Janet would probably take

‘Btanley returned from Africa, where

game. It was even whispered that
that it was rather better taste to stalk
big game than another man's wife, es-
p.ci_.uy when the other man wns per-
feetly willing to make It clear salling
for his wife If it wonld mnke her any

Of course, this sounds a bit strong on
paper, particularly to the old fashioned
folk who still belleve that marriage s
& contract for life and not a mere epl-

tons belonged the asituation was mac-

as a matter of course, and when
Janbt asked a lot of people down to
their Long Island place for the auto-

ght of refosing just because the

night after the gathering.

Buch was the situation when the

turnpike, and Its occupants—Janet,
Mra, Greenwalt, Joe Jeffreys and
“through the woods to the Dalton place
‘and leave the car for a furmer to guard
‘untl) the mechanic who handled the

garage could be dispatched to
 ioene
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haps It was not entlrely impa-
which led them to take the
cut through the woods, but the
of & hundred autumn volces In
Jeaven, rich, warm colorings
chatter of squirrels laying up
y And thos It was that
stopped In thelr tracks
to a sound thet was not
woods, but of the pursery—the
1 of m child, Janet it was
it—a bit of white faced,
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bumanity rolled up snug-
t shawl of Iceland wool.
held the baby In ber arms
sllence its walls with un-
whkward little pattings the
& conference. The child
to have walked there.
sald It was not a day
gr two wonihs old. It was too far
2 the read to be heard by passing
Ab—there was the answer,

Bid

d tripd

‘fake care of little Elsle. It
fault that she came Into

—_
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Lad enough to be facing 8 divoree res
dence In the far west withont eequlr-
Ing an unnecessary Incumbrance &t
the eruclal moment?

Within the Dalton bungalow on Long

! Island stranger things were happen-
Ing. No clew to the baby's parents |

had been found. When Billy Dalton
dropped down occusionally, as be had
been dolug for a year past to keep up
appearances, his first question Wis,
“Anything new? and this always
meant "anything new sbout the baby's
history." And little Elsle would look
up at bim with reproachful blue eyes
a8 If nsking, “Why do you care?’ And
the worst of It was that Bllly' Dalton
began to realize that he did eare. Janet
had changed, and, with an odd sort
of Jealousy, he realized that it was }it-
tle Elsle and not he who had_brought
about the marvelous and altogether de-
slrable change. She was no longer
bored. How could she be with Elste
cuttlng o new tooth every few days
and such wonderful hampers of elothes
to be bought, fine handkerchlef linen,
narrow val and convent embroldery?
A more fastidlous customer had never
entered the shops which speclaiize on
layettes, and with her own hands Janet
made covers for down plllows, silk
tufted afghans and other foollsh things,
while the tongue of gossip wagged
gayly over the whole absurd eplsode.

One frosty December afternoon Dal-
ton ran down to the bungalow and
found Janet standing at the window.
The low spreading evergreens on the
west slde of the house were powdered
lightly with snow, and Janet turned to
him with kindling eyes.

“Billy, I shall have n Christmas tree
for Blsle. 8he Is so bright for her age,
I do believe she wlill notice It."”

“Quite llkely,” responded Bllly, with
assumed carelessneas, as abe lald aside
his storm coat, “but In making your
plans you seem to have overlocked one
Important fact. As yet Plsle 18 not
really yours. The law"—

Janet turned on him sharply,

“She Is mine by right of—everything.
I found her, and 1 Jove her.”

“Yes, but you must formally adopt
her. 1 thought perhaps you'd better
#ee to thut before I leave, I've changed
my plans a bit. I'm golng to meet
mother and Grace In Rome for Christ-
mas. The mater has not been feeling
very it 1 am not fond of Engiand in
winter, and"—

Janet crossed to his side, and ber
hand rested lightly on his arm,

‘““Don’t you think you'd enjoy much
more seeing Hisle have her first tree?
And—and 1 think—I need you—more
than your mother does."”

Bomething rose In Dalton's throat
and threatened to choke him. it wasa
sensation he had never felt before, not
even during the good natured, lasy run
of his woolng. Janet wanted lim! He
thought he had not cared. Now he
knew that he had cared all along, But
it was characteristic he did not express
his flerce Joy In words. He held Janet
very close and whispered:

“Well, T rather did hope you'd give
the little beggar the name of Dalton.
It's & pretty good name after all, eh?

™ ™ . L] . L b

Norman Stanley heard the news when
he landed In London. He sent a lon's
skin captured by his own hand for Nt-
tle Eisie to roll upon. Then he went
to the Nlle country for the winter.

Not Teo Abrupt.
Radlcal changes In élothing are sel-

was engaged in painting a portrait of
Mrs. Birt, the wife of a prominent
business man, who used to bring bher
litle dog to share her sittings,

Mr. Birt was a great lover of dogs,
but he entertained a strong aversion to
dog collars, so 1 was surprised one day
when Mrs. Birt brought her faverite
dog, Ducky, to ses & band around the
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ing. When the pite is smoked the
wax softens from the heat. That is
why the pipe should not be touched
vliie warm, Touching mars the
gloss, F o :
“The American” manufacturer
does not carve or polish them by
hand. The work is done by-ma-
chines, The soft meerschaum, if
treated that way, would break, so
hard meerschaum, a low grade, is
used. The hard clay will not ab-
gorb beeswax, so it is boiled in
‘glycerin, The most beautiful colors
cannot be produged with glycerin.”
—Kansas City Times. :

; A Poet Physiclan.

Hearing of Dr. Goldsmith’s great
humanity, a poor woman, who be-
lieved him to be » physician, once
wrote to him begging him to pre-
seribe for her husband, who glﬂ
lost his appetite and was aHogether
in a very sad state. The kind leart-
ed poet immediatély went to sce
her and after some talk with the
man found him almost overwhelm-
ed with sickndss and poverty.

“You ghall hear from me in an
hour,” said the doctor on leaving,
“and T shall send you some pills
which I am sure will do you good.”

Before the time was up Gold-
smith’s servant brought the poor
woman a small box, which on being
opened was found to contain 10
guineas, with the following diree-
tions:

“To bo used ns necessities require.
Be patient and of good heart.”

No Reward Offered.

“Have you lost anything, mad-
am?” asked the polite floorwalker
of the square jawed, austere looking
shopper who stood before the “Lost
mdpgund” window of the large de-
partment store.

“Yes, sir,” she replied; “I've lost
114 pounds of husband in a light
browa suit, with black derby hat,
small tuft of hair on its chin and o
frightened look. <kJost it in a crush
at the fancy goods counter. It's

robably wandering through the

unilding in search of me, and I
thought perhaps you could find it
easier than I can. I want it'on ac-
count of a bundle it is enrrying un-
der its arm.” — Woman’s Home
Journal,

Absorbing.

“What are you reading that causes
you to smile so delightedly

“T beg your pardon.”

“1 ask you what are you reading?
Something new in fiction?"

“Fiction? Just a trace.”

I‘An t ?'l

“We{l?;’lfat‘a more like it.”

“Not philosophy P”

“Pleuty of it.”

“Oh, come! What are you read:

ing ™
“The report of the secretary of
Don’t bother me."—

eulture,
me.llnd Plain Dealer,
Clear Evidanca.
Judge—What's your name?
Prisoner—I'm Pat Murphy, your
-honor.

“Where do you live ?”

“Sure, I don't live anywhere,
sorr.” '

Judge (to second prisoner}—
What's your name?

“T'm Denis M¢Carthy, sorr.”

“Where do you live #”

“Begorra, your honor, I live next
joor *to Pat Murphy.” — London
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the wix and the nicoling ombii- | way was beeo ompared for solidity

with the military thoroughfares cre-
ated by the Romans, the remalns of
whieh are still turned to account In
many parts of Europe.

Macadam Road Maintenanece.

Negleet to properly maintain a mae-
adam road after It has been built ls
one of the worst cnemies of road re-
form of which we have knowledge,
says Good Roads Magazine. Many
enses are on record of where a stove
road has gone to pleces within a very
short time after Its completion owing
to negligence In giving the matter of
repalr due attontion. Experiencé shows
that o road once properly bullt ean be
malotained Indefinitely by making
prompt repuir as soon as a weak spot
Is discovered. The practice in Euro-
pean eountries could well be followed
In this country. A road requires care
and attention for its upkeep the same
as a raliroad track. The original cost
of a macadam road s too great to al-
lowJt to go to pleces within a year or
#0 and then practically rebulld It. Most
fallores are due to the fact that no ade-
quate provision for repalrs has been
made by the county or state. Bince
roads cannot tnke care of themselves,
they must be lookoed after constantly If
rebullding I« to be avolded.

Prepare For Pall and Winter.

As the season npproaches for heavy
rulnfalls and Ui consequent muddy
roads it Is well to call the attention of
road supervisors to the neceasity for
seelng to It that ditches and culverts
dre open to allow the free passage of
water, says Good Roads Magazine.
Water Is the dendly enemy to a road
and should therefore be kept as far
away as possible. In the construction
of n new rond proper erowning and

‘| draining are tho two essential things to

be kept coustantly In mind. Keeplng
the surface smooth by the use of the
road scraper or drag Is all Important If
good, passablo roads are dealred. In
the northern sectipns of the country,
where deep suows are found In the
winter months, preparations should be
made enrly for rolling down the snow
or otherwise keeping the roads open
for traffic.

Rural Dellvery BService,

The report on the operations of
rural delivery service up to Nov.
recently made public by the fourth
sistant postmaster general, shows t
the total number of petitions for
establlshment of the serviceé recely
up to date was 54,483, upon 156,202
which adverse reports were made, sayn
the Washington Star. On Nov, 1 there
were 80,785 routea In operation, and
2,845 petitions for service were pend-
ing. The number of regular rural ear-
rlers now employed is 86,007, Illinols
s still the leading state In the number
of routes, having 2,744. Ohlo Is second,
with 2,475, and Town third, with 2,208,
The balance of approprintion available
for new serviee during the present fla-
eal year |s°$1,427,802.82.

Feor Good in Porto Rico,

The legislature of Porto Rico has au-
thorized a loan of $1,000,000, the pro-
ceeds of which are wh;&mm-
proving the highways on
the part of the leglslature, It Is sald,
has been Lrought about because of the
diffleulties eticounterad In getting the
products of the lsland to markst. It ta
believed that by the expenditure of
$1,000,000 the highways can be greatly
Improved.

OLD TIME PUNISHMENTS.

Seld Waier Maths Helped to Cure
Swearing and feolding.

To punish a chlld o such a way that

it will see the direct connection be-
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job thereby proves his unfitness for
the job that Is above him,

The man who yields to honest per-
suasion slowly anid imperceptibly, as
rock to water, may mnke a loyal lo-
vestor when won, Dut be who Is quick
to lay hold of a good Investment makes
the most money,

Multitndes of people sleep soundly
nights, believing their savings to be
protected In the banks, not dreaming
that the bunks have lovested them In
business enterprises that the deposltors
themselven declined to buy shares In
because they (bought thelr earnings
were too large to be safe.~Cent Per
Cent.

Willlng to Chance It.

1t ‘Is reported of the Earl of Mans-
field that be ouce dismissed a servant,
but wrote for hlm a “character,” as
follows: “The bearer, Johm —, has
served me for three years in the ca-
paclty of conchman. He ls an able
driver and a very sober man, [ dis-
eharged him because be cheated me."
A doy or two later the man returned to
thank his old master for the help he
tiad afforded him In getting him a new
birth. How had the testimonial help-
ed him? The man explained that bis
new master hnd observed that abllity
to drive and sobriety were the qualities
he reguired in a conchman, As for the
cheating, hls employer had sald, “T'm
o Yorkshireman, and I'll be hanged If
you cheat me."

The Enplish of Ti.

An Engligh sctor of some prominence
was dinlng with some.friends In this
country. Oue of them asked him if he
had found any American plays that he
thought ke conld use in England. “Ob,
yes," he replied, "1 have seen one or
two'that 1 fawney will be on the other
gide. In fact, 1 have entered Into ne-
gotlations for several. One that ap-
peals to me strongly Is a play called
"Ten Evenings In a Publle Houss,’
where I shall play John Morgan, and
anotber is nnmed ‘Uncle Thomas' Resl-
dence,” which has a fine part for me in
Marks, the barrister.”"—Kansas Clty

five light Brahmas

expect good results, for if you
will be disappointed. However,

in that pen or twenty-five Leghoms o
any of the smaller varieties.

1f you bave a flock of birds numbering
over 100, divide them lnto lots of not

could put twenty Rocks or Wyandottes | or

Arthur 8trioger, whose work in
recent yeara has grown in strength
and importance, is the author of the
novel which opena the March num-
ber of The Smart Set, Itisa love
story of absorbing interest, entitled
"Creeping Rails,!" depicting the pas-
sion of g wealthy woman for a musi-
cian who in the end, proves worthy
of her. Mr, Btringer has done no
better piece of work and this story
will win him added admirers.

Juhn G. Neibardt, & new writer
whose name is becoming known f{o
magazine readers, is the author of a
very short but powerful story, en-
titled '’Mignon.” "The Bashful
Elder,"" by Grace MaocGowan - Cook,
is a delightful humorous story of ru-
ral lite. Beumas MacManus contrib-
utes another of his inimitable Irish
tales " For His Town’s Bake; and
van Tassel Satphen a modern love
story. Other writers of short fiction
are Yorke Stevenson, Harriet Gay-
lord, Cecil Carlisle Pangman, Kd.
ward Clark Marsh, Walter E, Grogan
and May Harris,

The eesay is entitled *’On Making
Believe” —a paper full of quiet

humor and much pound sense, writ-
ten by Arthur Bullivant Hoffmian.
Poems of a high order of merit comle
from such favorite verse-makers as

Jobn Vance Cheney, Charles L.
0'Dornel, Edward Wilbur Mason
and Archibald Bullivan.

The entire number is one of great

which it strikes will appeal to every

The relief of and colds

Charlotte Becker, Edith M, Thomas, |

interest and the mnole almidy-rak

This time! of the ye
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well - o
our et yC
iver bﬁ t." nd cu
xour in gt
good Tonic.

ver.

i

!

E
i

§
:
)

;
i
g

L
£z

H

7
=i
3

i

1]

E
%
3

B
i

3
E

i
Eg
S

s
B

EEF
i
il
“E

i
IIEE

4
i

Ex

;

i
$15ksd

5 e
An honest medicine’ ',-»'--'.:.
e




