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OF HISTORY
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Author'of "The Master Mummer,” “A Prince of Sinnery,”
Sabin,” “Auna the Adventuress,” Ete.
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“Mysterlous Mr,

"

HE boy sat up and rubbed his
eyes, llq was stiff, foot-sore
and a little chilly. There

> Was L0 man servant arrangir
his-bath and no elothes, no p]azEs:rlﬁ

smell of coffee—none of the small lux-
urles to which be was nccustomed, On
the contrury, he had slept all night
wpon n bed of bracken with no other
covering than the stiff pine uneedles
from the tall black (rees, whose
strange, rustling musie had Julled him
to sleep.

He sat.up and remembered sudden-
Iy where he was and bow he had come
there, Me yawned and was an tha

point of strugsling to his feet when
be became aware of certnin chavged
cohditions In Lis surroundings. Some
Instinet of simple curiosity perhaps,
but of far reaching effect, led him to
crawl back Into Lis biding place and
watch.

Last nlght two things alone, after
many hours of painful walklng, had
tmpressed themselves vpon hLis con-
gclousness—the dark, llmitable forest

| and the double line of rails which with

the absolute straightness of exnct scl-
ence had stretched belilod and In front
till the treetops In the far distonce bad
seemed to touch and the ralls them-
gelves to vanish Into the black beart of
the close growing ploes. Far wmlles he
had lwped along the palnfully rough
traek without seeing the slightest sigu
of any break In the woods or any hu
man being. At last the desire for
sleep had overtaken him. Ie wns a
hardy young Engllshman, and o night
out of doors In the middle of June
ander these odorous plnes predented It-
gelf merely as a not disagreeable ad-
venture. Flve minutes after the ldea
bad occurred to him he was asleep,

" And now In the gray morning he
looked out upon a different scene.
Searcely a dozen yards from him stood
8 alngle traveling coach of dark green,
drawn by a heavy engine. At Inter-
vals of scarcely twenty pnces up and
down the line as far as he could see
goldiers were stationed like sentries.
They were looking sharply about In all
directlons, and he could ¢éven hear the
footsteps of others crashing through
the wood. From the train three or
four men in long clonks had alrendy
descended. They were standing io the
track tnlking together.

The young man behind the bracken
feit himself In somewhat of a dllem-
ga. There wos a dellghtfnl smell of
fresh coffee from the walting coach,
and there seemed to be not the slight-
est renson why he should not emerge
from his biding place and claim the
hospitality of these people. He was &

. quite harmless person, with proper cre

dentlals and an ndequate explanation
of his presence there. On the other
hand, the spirit of adventure natural

-+ to his years strongly promwpted bim to

remaln where be was and watch. He
felt certaln that something was golng
to happen, Besides, those soldlers had
exactly the air of looking for some-
body to shoot.

| While he wos hesitating something
aid bappen, There was a shrill whis-
tls, & puff of white smoke In the dis-
tance, and another traln approached
from the opposite direction.

| It drew up within & few feect of the
one which was already walting. Al-
most {mmediately balf a dozen mén,

| who were already standing upon the
| platform

of tho car, descended. One
'of these approached rapldly and salut-

od the eentral figure of thoss who had
been talking togetber In the track.
After n few moments’ conversation
these two, followed by one other man
only who was carrying a writing port-
'tollo, ascended the platform of the
frafn which had arrived first and dis-
1oslde.

} The young man who was watchiog
these proceedings yawned.

“No dqgl, then,” he muttered to him:
gelf. “T've half a mind to g0 out.
'hen be caught sight of a particularly
ferce- Jooking soldler with his finger

"n sbout half an hour the two men
3 on the platform of the car.

Simultansously the window of the car

g5
aEEf

:

“Johunies seem to think I'm trespass-
Ing," be remarked to himself In sy og-
grieved tone. "I ecan't help belug on
thelr beastly line” g

Tall, smooth faced and falr, be walk-
ed with tbe Jong stepped, lightsome
grace of the atbletic young English-
man of his duy. He was well dressed

Those soldiers had eractly the air of

looking for somebody to shoot.
In tweed clothes, cut by a good tallor,
a little creased by his night out of
doors, but otherwlse lmmaculate. He
bummed a popular alr to himself and
beld his hend high. 1If only b~ were
not so hungry!

Then he came to a station. It was a
littlo more thao a few rows of planks,
with a chalet at one end. But a very
welcome slght confronted him. A lit-
tla plle of luggage, with his initials,
G. P, was on the end of the platform
pearest to him.

“That conductor wns a sensiblo
chap!" be exclalmed. “Glad T tipped
him. Hello!"

The station master, in vnlform, eame
burrying out. The young Englishman
took oft hig bat and produced a phruse
book from lis pocket. He Ignored the
stream of words which the station
master, with many gesticulations, was
already pouring out.

“My luggnge,” he sald firmly, laying
one hand upon the plie and waviog the
phrase bool.

The statlon master acqulesced bheart-
lly. He waxed eloquent agaln, but the
Englishman was busy with the phrase
book.

sHHungry! Hotel?' he attempted.

The statlon master pointed to where
the smoke wns curling upward from 8
gcore or so of houses about half a
mile distant. The Englishman was get-
ting pleased with himself. Outside was
a welrd looklng carringe, and on the
box sent was a very fat man In a
shiny bat ornamented by a buneh of
foathers, fast aosleep. He polpted to
the luggage, then to the cab and finally
to the village,

“Luggage, hotel, carrlage” he wsug-
gested,

The station master beamed all oyer.
With a shout which must have rcached
the village be awnkened the sleeping
man. In less than flve minutes the
Englishman and his luggage were
stored away In the carringe. Hin tick-
et had been examined by the station
master amd smilingly accepted. Thers
were more bows and salutes, and the

arriage drove off. Guy
feanml back among the moldy leather
gpholstery and smiled complacently.

“Easlest thing In the world to get on
ta a foreign country with & plirase
book and your wits" he remarked to
himself. “Jove, I am bungry

He drove Intoa village of half & doz.
en houses or so, which reminded bim
of the pictured abodes of Noah and his

An sstonished Innkeeper,
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Connmticﬁ became furlous. Guy
took sdvantage of the moment to slip
the ¢igar Into his pocket and to Jight &

‘cigarette. Finally the officer swung

bimself round and departed abruptly.

“Dolmetycher,” the driver announc-
ed to bhim triumphantly,

“Dolmetscher,” the
peatad.

Guy turped if up in his phrase book
and fonnd that, it meant interpreter.
He devoted himself then to stimulat-
ing the preparations for breakfast.

The meal was ready nt last. There
were eggs and ham and vea), dark col-
ored bread and coffee, sufficient for
about a dozen people. The driver cons
stituted himselt bost, and Guy, with &
shout of laughter, sat down where he
was and ate. 1o the midst of the meal
the officer reappeared, ushering in &
small, wisen faced Individoal of une
mistakably English appearance. Guy
turned round iu bis chalr, and the
newcomer touched bl forelock.

“Hullol" Guy exclalmed. “You're
English1" _ .

“Yes, sir,” the “Came
over to tralo polo ponles for the Prince
of Haepsburg, Not Ip any trouble, I
hope, sir?

“Not I," Guy snswered cheerily.
"Don't mind my golng: on with my
breakfast, do youl! What's it 4&ll
about? Who's the gentleman with the
fireman's helmet on, and what's he
warrying abont?” 3

“He |s an officer of the police, sir, on
special service,” the man answered.
“You have been reported for trespass
In:}on the state raliway this morne
ing*

“Trespassing be blowed!" Guy
swered. “I've got my ticket for
frontler, We were blocked by
about half a dozen miles off
and [ got down to stretch my
understood them to say that we
not go on for half an hour or sov
never tried to stop my getting
and then off they went without any
warning and left me there."

“I will translate to the officer, sir,”
the man said.

“Right,” Guy declared. “Go shead.”

There was a brisk colloquy between
the two. Then the little man began
again,

“He snys that your train passed here
at midnight and that you did not ar~
rive until past 0. -

“Quite right,” Guy admitted. *1
went to gleep. . I didn't know how far
It was to the station, and I was dead
tired.”

innkeeper re-

many trains passed you In the night'

“Can't say,” Guy answered. “I sleep
very soundly, and I never ogened my
eyes after the first few minutes,"

“The officer wishes to know whether
you saw anything unusudil upom the
line,” the Hitle man asked.

“Nothing at all,” Guy answered cool-
Iy. “Bit inquisitive, Isn't he?"’

The little man came a lttle closer to
the table,

“He wishes to see your passport,
sir," he announced.

Guy handed It to him; also a letter
of credit and several other 4 nts.

“He wants to know why were
golng to the frontier, sir.”

“Sort of fancy to say that I'd beem
In Russia; that's alll* Guy answered
“You tell him I'm a perfectly harmless
fndividual, Never been abroad before.”

The officer listened and took notes In
his pocketbook of the passport and Jet-
ter of credit, Then he departed, with
u formal salute, and they heard his
horse's boofs ring wpon the road out-
side as he galloped away. The litte
man came close up to the table

“You'll excusé me, sir,” he said, “but
you seem (o have upset the officials
very much by being upon the line last
pight. There have been some rumors
golng about—but perbaps you're best
not to know that. May I give you &
word of advice, alr?™

“Lot me give you ome” QGuy de
clared. “Try this beer!™

“] thank you, sir,” the mam answer-
el "I will do so with pleasure, But
if you are really an ondinary
gir, as | have no doubt you are, let
this man Jdrive you to Streven and take
{be traln for the Austrian fromtier.
You may save yourself & good deal of
an ntness.”

“I'll do it" Guy declared. “Vienna
was the next piace I was golng to any-
Bow. You tell the fellow where to take
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CAMMMAAAAAAAAAAAAAAARAAAAS
i Washington Letter, i
..

Wasaizarox, Apr. 13, 1807
Government control of the rail-

roads which will be quite as effuc-
tive and much cheaper than owner-
ship, ia - what the Interstate com-
meérce Commission is now aiming at
and what is quite rc-.ibly will ach-
ieve. The ctux’of the matter is in
the appointorent of sccounting offi-
cers who shall be sworn officers of
the goveroment though carried on
the raflroad payrolls. If this scheme
in the general system of railroad ac-
counting works out, it will be much
as though the meat inspectors of
the Department of Agriculture were
paid by the packers instead of being
paid out of s government appropri-
ation, Heretofore one of the most
prolific sources of frauds and yrac-
tinl rebating has been in the claims
depariments of the railroads which
are aple to -favor certain shippers
and allow élaina for damages which
were in effect nothing but rebates,
Now these clgims have been taken
entively out of the hands of the

| operating officers and put under the

accounting division, These officers,
alter the first of next July, will be
required to mske sworn monthly
statements to the Ioterstate Com.
merce Commission and unless they
violate their = oaths, which is not
considered likely, these reports will

by Becretary Taft or Secretary Root,
though this last is & wild assump-
tion, or by Governor Hughes, or
any other plain honest man, But
there are a lot of almost friends of

“| the Presibent who are not fifends at

all. They say that they agree with
him in many things, in almost oll
things, but ns a matter of fact they
are the very wen who ifthey had
a chance wounld he glad to bunko
the publicand defeat the Roo-evelt
policies on which they profess 1v
look with some fuvor if not with en-
thusiasm. These are the men the
President is anxious to beat and it
is no secret who wany of them are.
The story of 8 conapiracy against
him at the next convention iv by
no means new lo many who are on
the inside and it is a safe guess that
there will be a hotter fight Lelween
the Roosevelcand the anti- Roosevelt
forces befure the next Republican
national convention than there will
be either in the convention itsell or
in the election that follows it.
Three men than whom none drs
higher i officiala Tid and whom it
would not be supposed were good
judges of whiskey, have at least set-
tled the debated question of what
conatitutes whiskey, pure, straight
and mellowed by -age; and what
constitutes blends, and finally,
what constitutes imitations, These
men are the President himself, Al
torney General Bonaparte, and Sec
retary of Agriculture Mr. Wilson.
The question has for mouths been

show exacily the stats of the rail- | seriously considered and stubbornly
road earnings and expenditures, [ debated hetween the men represent

The system of all the roads will be
the same and a sharp line will be
drawn between legitimate operating
expenses, 8o called damage olaims

ing the whiskey inlerests and the
government chemist and the Atlor-
ney General, In substance Presi.
dent Roosevelt's order is that all

and the expenditures for leases, |so-called whiskeys shall bg laheled

betterments and extensions, The
reports are designed to show, and it
is believed will show, exactly what
o road is earning. what it is expend-

for just what they are. BSursight
whiskey is the only kind of fire-wa.
ter that will be permitted to- bear
the simple name of ‘‘whiskey”.

ing and how: Anyone who reads | This decision has been awaited with

the reports will see. just how much
money & road is earning and what
it is doing with it. A road will not
be able to earn 12 per cent and pay

intense inlerest by distillers and
rectifiers throughout the United
States, The government's chemiat,
Dr. Wiley, is authority for the

& 4 per cent dividend and cover up |statement that all but s fer of

the surplus in “leases’’ of short lin-
o3 owned by ils own officers and
similar subterfuges. How well thia
system of open book keeping will
work or whether the officials of
some of the roads will discover me

thods of beating it, can be delermin-
ed only after a fair trial. Bt it is
believed it will work.

1t will be the middle of the com-
ing winter before Mr. Harriman can
be compelled to enswer the ques-
tions that were put (0 him by the
Interstate Commerce Commission
during the New York™ hearing.
The Commission decided only this
weok (0 appeal to the circuit court
of New York for & rule to compel
bim to answer. The questions were
objeoted to by Mr. Harriman and
bis counsel on the ground ibat they
were prying into his private affuirs.
They relsted to the amnunt of
money be made Iy out of
the Alton and the Bouthern Pacific
milroad deals. They were rather
personal questions, bat if bis can be
compelled to answer them, it will
y show that Mr, Harriman,

like Riochard Croker was ‘‘working

them are putting un the market a
variety of adulterated or blended
liquors which are whiskeys only in
pame, The decigion, it need not
be added, is in the interest of pure
food, pure drugs, and in short,
straight goods add s “‘square deal'’,

L . ——

Cured of Rhsumalism;

Mr. Wm, Henry of Chattanoogn,
Tenn., had rheumatism in his left
arm. “*The strength seemed 10 have
gone out of the mucles so that it
was useless for work,”’ he saya, ‘I
applied Chamberlain’s Pain Balm
an mp‘rad the arm in flannel mt
night, and to m{ relief I found that
the pain gradually left me and the
returned, In l‘l';m wer::l
the rheumstism had disappear
and has not since relumur.P" If
troubled with rheumatism try s fow
8 g of Pain Balm. You
are cerlain to be pleased with (he
relief which it afforde, For gale by
Bimmons Drug Co,

Mre. Margaret Busbee Shipp, of
Raleigh, bas been notified by M sjor
and Qoartermaster J. W. Little, U.
8. A, tbal one of the new 00 foot
steamers 10 be used in the harbor
work of the Const Artillery will be
pamed for her gallant husband,
Lieutenant W. E. Bhipp, of Teath
Cavalry, who was killed in the bat.
tle of Ban Juan Hill a4 Bantisgo, in
July, 1898,
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A CASE OF CONSCIENCE.

Why an Editor Could Not Be Judge In
a Literary Contest.

The editor of a magazine was in-
vited to act s a judge in a prize
slory contest. “Is it to be an
anonymous contest ?” the editor ask-
ed. “Yes, indeed.” “And I so
pose nll the stories will be typewrit-
ten?” “Certainly. We have par-
ticularly stipulated that” “I'm
very sorry,” was the reply, “but I
can't possibly.”

“But—but you will be asked to
read only the best of the storiea

submitfed,” reminded the publisher.
“\ staff of competent readers will
gift the wheat from the chaff,
and"— >3

“I'm very sorry, but I'll have to
refuse, and I can't tell you how it
grieves me to say this, for I appre-
ciate the great compliment you are
paying me, and I would appreciate
equally the remuneration you offer.
But the fact is this—my conscience
would smite me if I undertook the
work, You see, I have had about
twenty years’ experience in editorial
work, and during that time I sup-
pose the manuscripts of every po
ular and unpopular author of Lgl::
day have gome to my desk for at-
tention. I have been insuch long
correspondence with many of these
authors that T know their handwrit-
ings well, and even a glance at my
morning’s miiil will tell me who my
correspondents are. And-—do not
smile—1 know their typewriters
equally well. I know the various
makes they own, and those who pre-
fer elite type to the ordinary size,
and those who use italics and in-
verted quotation marks. I can even
recognize an author’s peculiar meth-
od of making a caret and his own
manner of punctuation, But all
thia is nothing to my abilitx to spot
at once an author’s style. Attempts
have often been made to deceive me,
but only on rare oceasions have th
succeeded. But you must not thi
this so astonishing after all. T have
been tied down to my one line of
work for a long time now, and the
number of really successful writers
is not so great after all. It would
be quite remarkable if I had not
learned somathing about their char-
ncteristics after all these years, Al-
most all of them would doubfless
submit stories in your contest, and
perhaps the majority of their manu-
ecripts wonld bo passed up to me by
your readers. If, recognizing an
particular writer’s work, I pretend-
ed to give an opinion bazed on sup-
posed complele ignorance of that
writer's identity, I should not be
doing the fair thing. For that rea-
son I must decline to net. You un-
derstand mo, I hope.” “Yes,” said
the 'publisher, “I do. DBut whom
shall I agk in your place? “Some
one who is not cursed with quite
much comacience,” replind the ed-
itor.—~Bookman.

Alligater as Food.
Thero is reasen to believe that
the flesh of a young bpiled alligator
ia bamii:‘lilltingnh mble flrom I‘ll'i,
snys an ish traveler. It
8 clune‘r and more tmd‘am
much of the meat of the animals
that are usually consumed as food
on the continent or in {he cast end
of London. 1 have never desired to
taste the flesh of alligators, cooked
or uneooked, B-.::Jn India 1 have
seen the Sontals other casteless
natives greedily dovour the flesh of
an alligator without waiting to
cook it. The flesh was®very in
color and E:ﬂ-hl; was much su-
perior to the flesh of snakes and
rats and such like vermin which
form the food of the
tory SBontal when hunting his
native woods,

Meul For s Call.

Hoar's Vimirpmnna glves 1he follow:
Ing recipe Tar eall peal: One part pure
gromnil flaxseed. two paris finely
ground corumzal, sifte!; two parts fine-

Iy ground oatmenl, sifted, and the
whole well wixed. Then boll and al-
low to stund for twelve hours covered
Begin with onefourth pound per day
for calves a month old; sew milk for
the month previous and no solids. In-
erease (he dllie dnce ns the cdif grows
older, but nst 19 excesd a half pound
a dpy. Kewp (resh, swoet séeond cut-
ting of clover or alfaifa hay befors

You can trust a medicine
tested 60 years! Sixty years
of experience, think of that!
Experience with Ayer's Sar-
saparilla; the original Sarsa-

weak nerves, general debility.
bowels constipated.

Tot evan this ol ‘g
sulta, you ghould take ol d& :
ln. )

doctors endorse for thin blood,
Ita heat work If th

ar

lazative
Fills while takivg the Sarsapartl

W have no seerats] Wa publish
the formulas of all r madisines.

Hgadac

This time of the year
are si$n als of warning,
Take

pound now. It
ave youa sPell of
ver. It will

your indigestion.
A good Tonic.
An honest medicine

Taraxacu
[0, e

Weak
Hearts
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