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| ment's confaslon as clowna, ncrobats
- and anlmals passed cach other on theh
| way to apd from the ring; then the lot

nﬂ&ﬂ bim ‘bow you was rid-
{ tut”- Bho 414 not answer.

¥

|

One of the nefs came tumbling out
of the main tent. Thore was a mo-

‘Yleared ngalo, and Polly came slowly
from the dressing tent. Blhe looked
very dierent from the little gir)
whom Jim bad led awny from the par-
son's garden In a flmple white frock
one month before.  Her thin, pensive
face contrusted oddly with her glitter
ing attive, Her holr was kootted high
on her head and Intertwined with
f flowers acd jewels. Her slender neck
‘peemed scarcely nble to support Its
burden. Her short, full gkirt and low
cut bodlee were nblaze with white
and colored stoned.

"What's on, HmT' ghe asked.

“The ‘leap o' death.’ You got plenty
of timo."

Polly's mind went back to the girl
who answercd that call a year ago
Her spirit seemed very necar tonight
The bapnd stopped playing. Darker
made his grandiloquent auncuncement
about the wonderful net about to be
"soen, and Ler eyes wandered to the
distant.charch atocple.  The woonlizlit
seemed to shun it tonight. It looked
¢old and grim dod dark: Ebe won-
dered whether the solemn LUell that
once called (ts flock to worship had
become as mute ns her own dead beart.
Bhe did npt hear the whir of the great
machine Inside tho tent ns It plunged
through space with Its girl occupant
These things were o part of the dally
routine, part of the strange, vague
dream throvgh which she must stum-
hie for the :est of her life
Jim wateoed ber In sllence.  [ler
face was turned from him. Bhe had
forgotten hils presence.

“Star gazin', Poll?™ be nsked at
length, drending to disturb her reverle.
*] guess 1 waa Jim." Bbe turned to
him with a Uttle, forced smile. [e
longed to save her from Barker's
threatened rebuke,

“How you feelin' tonight™

“r'm all right,” she answered cheor-
fally.

“Anything you want?™

She turned upon him with
startled cyes, There was so much
that she wanted that the mere men-
tion of the word had opened a well of
patn In her heart

“] mean can I do anything for ou?”
“Oh; of course not” Bhe remem-
béred how little any one could do.

“What Is It, I'olfr' he begged, but
ghe only turned gway and sbook ber
bhead with o eigh ¢ followed her
with anxlons eyes. “What made you
eut out the show todny? Was It be-
cagse yon didn't want to ride afore
folks whint knowed you—ride afore
him mebbe?”

*Him? Her face was white Jim

#ared she might swoon. “Yon don’t

mean that he was"—

“Oh, no,* he answered quickly, “of

course not. Dursons don't come to

Mie this ope. I was only flgur-
4idn't want other folks to

*Was that-1t; Poll ™ he urged.
*§ don't know.” Bhe stared Into space.

you, PoliT*
Nim."' Bbe saw his Jook of un-
3 hurrledliy: “Oh, 1

it

FERY
"

AR R]
i
i!'l‘

kS

i

i
i

i

i

i
:

b
!
L)
i

“I mean it, Jim

me back.”

tiny fingers.
"l wouldn't do nothin’
wasn't a-wantin®, Poll

seem to know how.™
8he turned to him with tear

where be dwelt In her beart

CHAPTER X1V,

superintend their load!

main tent,
FPolly stood In the center of

tlon of the pastor's name had
seem impossible for her to

the ring.
*“Mr, Barker, pleasel”
He turned upon her sharply.
*Well, whrt is it now?

jerky, despernte way,

knowed you?”
“That's 111" she cried
can't!”

out all round.”
“Out?™

— —
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I''e made my
cholee, and I've come back to you. If
you ever try to fix up things between
him and me, I'll ron away -really and
truly away—and you'll never, naver get

He shuffled awhkwardly to ber side
and reached apologetically for the It-
tle elinched fist. He held it in his big
rough hand, toyIng nervously with the

that you
I was just
a-tryin' to help you, only I—I never

Aim med

eyes and rected her hands on his grent,
broad shoulders, and he snw the place

B “leap of death" lmplements
were belog carrled from the
ring. apd Jim turned away to

ng.

Performers agein rushed by each
other on thelr way to and from the

the lot,

frowning and anxlous. The mere men-

mnda 1t
ride to-

night. For hours sbe hnd been whip-
plog herself up to the polnt of dolng
It, and now her cournge falled her.
8he followed Barker aé ho came from

“l can'tl 1

ber from the direction of the wagons.
Iie glapced at her uneasily. “What's
he been a-sayin’ to you?*

“He says | can't ride amy more.”
Her lips closed tightly. Bhe stared
stralght ahead of her. “He saye 1 was
no good to the people that took me In
and I'm po use hera™

“It's not mo!" thundered Jim.

“No, It's not!” ghe cried. “Pll show
him, Jim! Il show him—tomorrow ™
Bhe torned toward the dressing tent
Jim cnught ber firmly by the wrist.

“Walt, Poll! You ain't ever goln’
into the ring a-feelin’ that way.” Her
eyes met his deflantly,

“What's the difference? What's the
difference ™ Bhe wrenched ber wrist
quickly from bim and ran into the
dressing tent, laughing hysterieally.

“An' 1 brung her back to it” mu
bled Jim as he turned to give orders
to the property men.

hiost of the “flyst half props"” were
londed, and some of the men were
asleep under the wagons, The lot was
clear. Suddenly he felt someo one ap-
proaching from the back of the lo-
closure. e turned and found himself
face to face with the stern, solitary
fgure of the pastor, wrapped In his
long black ecloak. The mooulight
slipped through a rift in the clouds
and fell Into a circle aronnd them.,

“IWhat mnde you como here!” was
all Jim said.

“I heard that Milss Polly didn't ride
today. I waa afrald she might be 1IL"

“What's that to you?
“She fsn't 117" Douglos demanded

“1 want to ask you to let me off anxiously, obllvious to the gruflfness
agnin tonight” Sho epoke In n short, | In the big fellow's volee

“She's al' right” Jlm answered

“What!" Le shrieked. “Not go loto shortly as he shifted upeasily from
the ring, with all them people inside  one foot to the other and avolded the
what's pald thelr money because they  pastor's buralng gaze.

“And ghe's happy, sbe's content?™
"BUI"B.“
“I'm giad,” sald Douglas dully. He

“You're geftin' too tony! Barker tried to think of some way to prolong
eneered. “That's the trouble with you,  thelr talk.
You aln't been good for nothin' sldeo her, you know."
you was at that parson's house. Youn' “Us folks don't get much time to
dldn't stay there, and yoi'ro no use Write” Jim turned away and began
here. First thing you know youll be tinkering with one of the wogona

“I'va pever heard from

| Douglas bad walked up nnd down in
front of the tents again and again,
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#fiare. You don’t think I'm golw’ o ﬂctd-{.c:l:. e\ iyl
hﬂwﬂﬂma*umb“ “:“-':::.
- seemed impossibie thet be
O e A T
n‘h:-ﬂt N ."‘ﬁlﬂlﬂhm:m .
.En.;m-;-m“um *It's agio the rules.” e did Dot turn.
mothor mfﬂﬂm h.u:mmdmn :
myu-’ o - w--u-:;:-u Jim,
wouldot!" cried Polly, Her |though the worde wrung from
q;?:mm:maummm The pastor came back with &
jt The pride of bundreds of yeers of mbh,—.
mn‘mmm *1 Hed to you -
tlon, “1 esn o woll as | ever ‘M-"ﬂ" ek
mdd.nlmrlm I'il do it to -os“nthu enough. ®
morrow.” o that; it' about *“::n-.‘
.-1’"-“"3':':‘-:: go into that ﬂ“M“.Mdﬂ
tomight.” Aeciared, bappy Wb you.”
=|'.- e w!-:hWH‘;m-r .
desperate trading ] Som't know, wasn't gols’
‘:..:uunm-::-n:n. 8o 1t at frst.  Somethin’ must ‘=" hap
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pwauan-—m:«-m-—‘”
- Bbe & good rides,
rn-m-m_ as be had often 'ﬁ‘lﬂ“&‘ﬁd
toid her. He could s fhis meant aa » shet™ ﬁﬂt'ﬂ.‘
feos, He felt sbe would be on her jo. Hw voioe bad reguined s
oette tomorrow, as far a8 Der work :ﬂ He feit that be couid
ot R ﬂumh&pﬂﬂn’-
rght™ he sold suilenly. “You -—lh_- dou't want 10 e
can stay off toulght 1 got the cvowd sgaln
n there and | got thelr
ket do a twrn o8 mﬁl
show me your oid sct” g
0 show you” she cried TH or
show youl™ " .

. 4

Wagons,

Jum ond Douglas had barely left the
lot when Deacon Elverson's small,
round head slipped caotiously arcund
the corner of the dressing tent. The
lttle deacon glanced exultantly about
him. He wns monarch of all he sur-
veyod It wos very thrilling to stund
hera on this forbidden ground smelling
the sawdust, gazing at the big red wag-
ons, studylng the unprotected circus
properties and lstening to the Mghten-
ing tempo of the band.

“Did you see him™ shouted Btrong,
who had followed closely upon Eiver-
aon's hecla.

Tho little dencon started.  Btrong was
certalnly a disturbing factor at times.

“Yes, I-1 saw him."”

“Well?™

“He—ho—114n't seo ber.”

“What did be do? BStrong was be-
sldo himseif with Impatience.

“Ho—ho just talked to the big un
and went ont that way” Elverson
nodded toward the wagons,

“I guess be ain't gone far," sneered
Btrong. “He come over to this lot to
see her, and he ain't goin’ to give up
till he does It You walt here. I'll
tuke a look round.” He went quickly
In the direction of the wagons.

Biverson needed no socond Invitation
to walt. He was congratulating him-
self upon his good fortune when he all
but collided with a fiying apparition,
vanishing In the direction of the main
tent. Bophisticated eyes would have
scen only a rether stout acrobat clad
in pink tights, but Elverson was pot

sophisticated, and he teetered after the
fiitting angel, even unto the forbidden
portais of the big top.

He was pceping through. the curtaine
which bad fallen bebind ber and was
getting hin first glimpse of the great
sawdust worid beyond when one of
the clowns dashed from the dressing
tent on his way to tha ring.

The clown was late. He saw the
Hmp coattafle of the deacon, who waa
three-quarters in the test. Here was
& chance to make o funny eotrance.
He ghabbed the unsuspecting little man
from the rear. The terrifled deacon
struck out hiindly fo nll directions, his
black arms and legs moving lke a cen-
tiped's, but the clown beld him firmly
by the back and thrust him headfore-
mosat Into the tent,

Btrong returncd almost immediately
from his unsuccessful search for the
pastor. He looked about the lot for
Elverson. ’

“Hey,

there, Elverson!” be called

Douglnas.

| Elversop was thrust from the temt
soon after, spitting sawdust and much
discomfitad, by the laughing perform-
ors who followed him. His koees sl
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DAMES AND DAUGHTERS.

Mra. A. A. Lafferty, the only woman
member of the Colorado legislature,
occuples desk 23 and says she has no
cuperstitions.

Misg Ellznbeth Planklnton has pre-
sented the Milwnukee Publie Audl
torlum with a maguificent pipe organ,
to be lnstalled In the largest of the
revondary balls, which Is to bear the
e of the donor’s father, John Ilan-
Linton, In eonsequonce of the gift.

M. Corinne Rider Helsey, who was
recently appolinted soprano solodst In
the I'irst Church of Christ, Now York,
&t a salnry of $5,000 a year, the high-
est ever pald n singer In the history of
rhurch musie In Amerlea, I8 one of the
best known soprancs In the country.

Mra. Gmee Whitney Hoff Is the
friend of the American girl in Parle
and bas helped many A one to ne-
complish an art edveation with small
means. Two years ngo she belpod
bulld the Btudent botel oo the Boule-
vard B4, Mlehel, which Is now a model
home for American glria.

Mra. Nancr C, Bush, postmistress at
Charlotte, Vi., bas just celebrated ber
seventy-clghth Lirtlday. Bbe bas been
In the postnl service for thirty-elght
yenrs, Leglining ns a telogrnph oper-
ator and assistont postmaster. In re-
sponse to n potition slgned by almost
every Inbabltnnt of Charlotte, Presi-
deat Grant appointed ber postmistross
I 1875,

State Lines.

Marringe llccnscs are reguired In
all states and torritories axcept Aloskas,
New Jersey (If residents, otherwise re-
rlldi. New Mextco and Bouth Onro-

na.

Maine hoe the unique distinetion of
boving a publle fund for which there
bns never been nny demand. In 19564
$000 was bequenthed for the Indigont
bilnd, deaf nnd dumb natives of the
state, nnd ns yet no one has put fn an
application for any of the money.

Twenty-slx different stutes ase rop-
resented by native sons in the Wash-
Ington legislature, while there are ten
patives of forelgn countries and one

its own legislature, five representatives
and one senator.

Household Hints.

Fither o lttle kerosene or a bit of
wap will stop the squeaking of the
door hinge.

Cut sheets of tin foll and place under
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- | market conditions developing.

Department of Agricnlture.

——

Summary of Commissioner Graham’s
Report.

Ralelgh Dispatoh, 2.

The overshadowing feature of
the first day's session of the State
Board of Agriculture, convened
in annual meeting here today, was
the report of Commissioner of
Agriculture W. A. Graham, cov-
ering in brief the operations of
the department for the past year.
This declared that through the
operations of the farmers' insti-
tutes and the practieal work of

the employes of the department

quainted with what the depart-
ment, is doing to advance agricul-
tural interests. ‘“The call now is,
‘Come and show me what you can
do,’ or ‘Write and tell me what
you know about some particular
agricultural problem.’” The de-
partment has, he declared, de-
monstrated that the force is not
a set of so-called scientific men in
a building at Raleigh, but is a
force actually at work in a prae-
tical and beneficial way, out
among the people.

The report showed the income

er rocomrmends that the bhoard

the whole State has become ac- -

This time of the mr
are signals of warning,

of the department the t yoar :

to have been 0100,342.54?‘::!!! be- Taked araxacurrlltcom -y
ing just 8311.46 less than the year poun dl‘lDW- I of fe -
previous. The items of receipts avs yolta 1] his lh
are: Fertlizer tags, $01,806.49; vg:;'r bow‘gls ’ 'ym'.'-.,"l
cotton seed meal tags, $11,300.92; iver right, 'and cure :
feed tags, $2,881.756; and adjust- your ‘n ‘“ﬂon. L
ments $344.75. The commission- AEOOd Tonic.

give some effective attention to
the danger of the importation of
the cotton weevil in baled cotion,
and that there be & special meet-
ing of the board here in Oectober
in order that the members may
show some attention to the Na-
tional Farmers' Convention which
meets in Raleigh at that time,

In treating of the test farms
the commissioner reports advanoces

An honest medicine '

[0,

MEBANE, -

made along many lines that are of
great value to the farmers. The
feeding of beef cattle, he reporis
as successfully conducted at the
Btatesville and Edgecombe farms,
the farmers of the section being
indueced by the demonstrations to

o more and more largely into the

jeef cattle business with fine

Some notable recommendations
made to the board are that each
employe of the department receive
from the commissioner an ap-
pointment uml?g the date of
commencement of servieo and sal-
ary; that each officer of the de-
partment notify the comminsioner
of intended absence of more than
24 hours; that the secretary be
made purchasing agent for the
department and all supplies need-
od be issued on requisition and
that all eireulars and reports from
the divisions of the department
be approved by the Commissioner

of Agriculture.

N. C.
ARE YOU
UP
TODATE "
-ﬂ

If you are not the NEws ANt
OBERVER is. Subscribe for it at.
once and it will
of the times.

- Full Associated Pressdispateh- ¢
es. All the news—foreign, do-
mestic, national, state and local
all the time.

Daily News and Observer $T
per year, 3.50 for 6 mos.

Weekly North Carolinian ’1-1 ;
per year, 50c for 6 mos. 3

NEWS & OBSERVER PUB.CO,

*

Ravmionm, N. C,

.
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The North Carolinian and

Aramavce Gueaxsn will
for one

for Two

The Telephone Girl.
Virnon (Tex) Call.

The telephone girl sits in her
chair snd listens to voices from
everywhere, She hears all the
gossip she hears all the news, she
knows who is happy and who has
the blues, she knows all our sor-

rows, she knows all our joys, she |
knows every girl who is chasing

every man who is inclined to be
“fast,” in fact, there's a great se-
eret beneath cach cach sauey

small wind that wounld soon be &
gale, engulf us in trouble and

the boys; she knows of our trou- ..TH; OBSERVER

bles, she knows of our strife; she Receives the laleg
knows every man who talks mean News Bervice o an
to his wife; she knows every time B N;:-hw shingtoa
we are out with ‘“‘the boys,"” she s the axeetant ovte Sea
hears the excuses each fellow em- North Caroline paper.
ployes; she knows every Woman THE SUNDAY O i
who has a dark past; she knows du.““'n a1

Tus SEMI-WEEKLY OBSE]

$8.00 Per Year.

into s large extent

matier

"RVE

ourl of that quiet, demure-looking

telephone girl. If the telephone r;’;“ h::r -g. _

girl told all that she knows it|  Daperin North Cavolins

wouM turn half our friendsinto} g g0 1 L : 5
bitterest foes; she would sow a, mom"-' s

land us in jail; she could let go
a story which, gaining in foree,
would eause half our wives to sue
for divoree ; she could get all our
churehes mixed up in & fight and
turn all our days into sorrowing
nighta, in fact, she could keep the
whole town in & stew if she'd tell
» tenth part of the things that
she knew, ““Oh, brother, now
doesn’t it make your head whirl,
when you think what you owe le
the telephone girl. |

Wilkesboro has voted an addi-|
tional tax for sehools and & new
school building will be
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