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he has to be quite up to date to attend
his numerous customers, He 18 so
much a man of affairs that it Is neces-
sary for him to adopt modern meth-
ods, Nowadays it Is essentia) for
every large business to be carrled out
through an army of assistants and
deputies, and who, pray, has a larger
business than Santa Claus? When he
first started In the Christmas line it
might have been possible for him to
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| HRIBTMAS s just as much
Christmas at the Boon Island
lighthouse aa 1t 18 any where else
in the world.

And why not?

To be sure, the nearest land is ten
miles away, and when the winter
storms come the waves dash quite
i o bettar sdverties the BSemib's over the two acres of rocks out of
! which the sturdy lighthouse risea. .
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trees loaded | another room after beckoning his wonder If five noses were fifty times
down with pres | brothers and sisters to follow him, a day fattened despalringly against
ents, nothing to | which they did almost before they had the lighthouse windows. Yes; six vealed the whole
be seen from the | fairly sald “Ab!" noses, for even Baby Deb was finally story., Funny .
lighthouse but | Baby Deb was affected, and, though she did not know folks those
the changlng wa- | there, too, some- the least thing about the weatber, she, Btoughtons, but & &
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explasations o glad to show you onrygoodl. 3
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For example, he appoints as depu-
tles ‘at least half a million extra ex-
pressmen in the United Btates alome.
| Ordinarily the express companles have
{ about that number of employees, but
during the two weeks before Christ-
{ mas, when Banta calls on them to car-
.l | ry so many of his packages, they have
/| to double thelr forces. To galn an ides
|{of the immensity of the burdens the
old gentleman lmposes on them a few
figures are necessary. The Christmas
packages delivered by the express
companies- In the eity of New York
aloné amount to over two millions, In mother gnd fa- | amazement and
Chicago and Philadelphia about a mil- '~ ther, and If they | admiration,
lion and & bailf each, in Boston over & | “I DES I's NOT DOT oqnnor make a | Tom looked nl,
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child and that there are somethiDg| ..+ of Christmns, too, but when to [ was born,” bhe LORD, SKXD US & |peg g plan, and you know when one dinner, with savory extras in the way
over eighty millions of men, women | yor yoy add Tom and Bue and Aon [went oo, “we DOOSK! has a plan one has hope too. of food, is not the only special provi-
‘and-children In Uncle Bam's domaln, | on4 Tue and Sam—well, the grim old | have had a roast goose for Christ- Mamma Stoughton had only recently Charles Dickans en Chrlltmll- slon for the soldler's celebration. Thete
the stupendous proportions of this lighthouse falrly overflows with Christ. | mas” been baving m serles of talks with It hn:ch:m":;r‘x ::::“;f c:m hlmui;:c:fl;bﬂ rigor of military
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Ohristmas business bandled by the ex- vitingly llmp and empty, under the They almost stopped breathlong. from them, ,li.ll loved l.l::p ith hea ."thl nbol:: beca i
companies alone represents & oo oien And does not Christmas | I bave a plan.” They sbuddered come between, & v m w h‘; hilarity of the ay use they
value of bundreds of millions. rnlng—very early, mind yon—seesix | and drew nearer. “We all must com- memory more teoder than they must perform a soldler's duty as om'
T - : This oes not take Into sccount the By fed white robed ghosts per- | biner™ dreamed of. other days. The guard mount is for
- lake Taraxacu of bundles carried by |STROuAted. ) “] wonder how many wsons and | Christmas as well as for all ather days,
forming mysteriona ceremonles around “Oh!™ in chorus. ailarihe s {0 " lations cannot foreg
pound now. - It MNAY |the messenger boys. In the four citles | L\ "y yine ockings? “Do you want goose, Sue?” Smm& Seve had (ol hanrie mmtm:;.:u matier bow Rl
ave you a IO‘*" Shove fn .;;m- tm Ab, then, If you suppose that that | “Yea, Indeed: softened 80 a8 to be moved by some | the victims may grow! under thelr
ver.” It will salahe | L0 DAl Do 10 scarcely get along | CURRIDG 0ld gentieman Santa Clans | “You, SamT" little manifestation of love by fatber | blonses, Even the extrs dinper
. n the cold waves are pelting .
iver righ 3= in addition, it 1 necessary for Santa “‘;t;h" n spray drops ten miles | *“Do IT Welll" thought little of. perhaps despised, at | most of the men, makes work for
right, - of an army | & froze any other sesson. of them which s regarded (n the army.
your ind; : the services of an army | o "\, you little know what a re- | “Ann?” as about the most ealamitous '
A gestion. clerks, dellvery WAEOM | arkable gift be bas that way. “Yea, strT" i o
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of weeks he Is about thero—the goose, the brown, crisp. t earvestness, for it was clear to

business man on earth. If iting roast goose! What ! her that It was a question of eating,
one of war rather than ’:I;J’d ]tl;t n:lnnrr be without that | amd ahe did not wish to be left out.
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ten miles away. | Tom.

There are six “Oh! gasped his
children there, | audience, moved
though, and a | by mingled

little prospect of clean cut and dried celebration. Prep- |
There was very little prospec At all events, not & word of explana- SRUD 505 the evest 1o Setdd 4 i , A i [}
. L]

weather within a week, and It lacked | 4on was sald to Baby Deb, and no
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