D T 5]
{XXYV.

VO,

"GRAHAM, N. C,, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 1910.

.--'-'-.-——___

JUST

Q,%E D that word is

T

ucon

elers to Dr. Tutt’s Liver Pills anh

'EANS HEALTH.

r————)

=% The

By GASTON LEROUX,

%z:?r?'"d with ? Author of "The Mystery
Sicls dache? ] af the Yellow Room™
bt .
Biffous i —
Insomnia? = D
{ these ami many others

ik ate Inaction of the LIV
vyou Neecl CHAPTER I—Robert Darzac

 Tuit's Pill

Take No Substitute.

and Mlle. Stangerson ecelebrate
their wedding quietly in a Paris
ehnreh on April 6, 1805, Among
the few present is Rouletabille,
the reporter-detective, who hus
his doubts about the alleged
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death of Larsan, the government
secret serviee official who is said
to have been lost in the wreek of
La Dordogne, Mlle. Stangerson
had married him when she was a
mere girl, ignorant that her Jan
Roussel—his then name—was no
other than the notorious seoundrel
Ballmeyer, now posing as Larsan.
II.  Rouletabille and his best
friend. who is relating this story,
deide to go to the Castle of Her-
eales at Rochers Rouges to visit
the Rances towether with the
newly marvied Darzaes. Rouleta-
bille is revexled as the son of the
now Mme. Darzae and Larsan,
her former husband.

zae deseribes how  his  wile re-
ceives a severe shock al seeing
CloeKk | the face of Larsan in i mirrow al
a ailway compartment. IV, V

and VI—Larsan is seen outsile
the eastle at Rochors Ronges, and
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Rouletabille establishes  gnards
and fortifies the place against
N. C. _| him.
CHAPTE™ V.,
The C:s'le of Horrors.

HEN be alixhts at the Garavan
stution, whatever the senson,
the 1raveler might almost fan-

| ¢y himself in the garden of

Hesperides, whose golden apples ex-

ca” clted the desire of (heé congueror of
then ik uBand' the Nemenn lion.

see theFORD cars! When, after allghting from the train,

m we came tu the bauk of the sea our

1 eyes were struck by 1 duzzling sil-

: | houette of a castie standing upon the

peninsula of Iercules, which the

| works accomplisind on  the froantier

0 00 ar e " have, alas, nearly destroyed. The ob-

‘ ’ lique rays of the sun which were full-

ing upon the walls and the old square

GREENSMRO’ N' c‘ tofver made the reflectlon of the tower

- glisten in the waters ke n breast-

Indigestion

plate. The tower seemed to stand
guard lke an old sentinel over ibe
. buy of Garavan before us like a blue
lake of fire

Upon the lower sieps of the stalr-
way which led to a tower was the
charming figure of Arthur Runce's
wife, who had been the beautiful
BEdith Prescott.

The voice of the young wife was her
greatest charm, although the grace of
her entire being was perfect. Bhe
greeted us in the glmple fashion—the

When your stomash i b

digest itself, needs fashion of the idenl hostess. Roulets

oo this A I.. s bille and myself made an effort to I;*]I

Ly supplied by Kedol. Kodol assits the | ber that we had Intended to look for

.'um‘gg]!l l‘-’smpmdly-‘dimlng all | & stopping place in the village, She

of the food the stomach, 8o that tha | lifted her shoulders with o gesture

. Momach may rest sud recuparato. that was nlmost childish and sald that
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| gloomy corner In the place.

1 will show you ‘la
It 18 the only

It mikes
me shiver. But, do you know, 1 love
! to shiver! Oh. M. Rouletabllle, you'll
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!tell me stories that will make me
shiver some day, won't yout"

front of us in her white gown, She
made a singularly pretty pleture In
this garden of the orient bhetween the
threatening old tower and the @ vea
ptone flowers of the ruined chuapel,
And at our left I8 the immense 10w
oL | ar of the twelfth century, which, Mme
th Edith telis us, the uatives call “la
rTrr1 Louve” and which nelther time nor
war nor tempest has been able to de
1107, when the Baracens were able to
make no headway in their attacks
mew upon it. It was there that Mme. Edith
whose had chosen to have heJr :oomr:.m":
M stopped looking at the objects a
18 to look at the people. Arthur Rance
wag gazing at Mme, Darzac when my
eyes fell upon them, and Rouletabllle
peemed to be lost In thought l'l.l(l fur,
far away from us all Darzac and
Btangerson were talking In low tones,
The same thought was flling the
minds of each ome of these people,
both those who kept silence and those
who if they spoke were careful to say
pothing whicli could give 8 clew 0
thoughts.
“;. bad passed throogh the postern
and found ourselves lo another court.
Opposite us was the old donjon. I8
was more than lmpressive.
and square, and It was on
zt::lmo: its shape that It was
known as the square Lower. And as
this tower occuples the most lmpor
tant corner of the fortification It Was
hown as the corner tower.
.?i;:: tower yonder in the opposite
Im." want on Edith, “is the Tower

Jod because
of Charles the Bold. so cal
he was the doke who furnished the

whea It became Decessary to
transform the defenses of the chatean

B o o s i
& charming smile. “is my uncle. That
the same be taught me (o call him
| was a little thing. He I"t:‘..‘l
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And, chattering thus, she glided in |

stroy. It Is just as it appeared In |
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court we understood better—the topo-
graplilcal plun of the Fort of Herculps.

The castle bad been built fo 1140 by

the &eigneurs of Mortolu. In order
to isolate it comypletely from the Jand
{they bad made an island of the penin-
suln by cutling away the nnrrow Isth-
mus which connected It with the mnln-
land. The Isthmus In the course of
the centurles had again resnmed its
old form, the drawbridge had been
thrown down, aud the trenches had
filled up. The walls of the Chateau
of Hercules followed the outllue of
the peninsula and were bullt upon the
rocks, and the latter ln some places

extended over the waters in such a
manoer that a little ship might bave
| taken shelter beneath them, fearing no
enemy while thus protected, This
bullding was marvelously well ndapted
for defense,

The fort was entered by wny of the
norih gate, which guarded the two
towers, A and A’, connected Ly n pus-
sagewny. These towers, which hnd
suffered greatly during the List sieges
of the Genoese, had been repuleed to
some slight extent some time after-
ward and had shortly before we enme
to Itoehers Rouges been made habltolile
by Mrs. Hance, who used (hem us serv-
ants’ quarters, The front of (he tow-
or A served as the keeper's lodge, A
little door opened in the side of the tow-
er upon the passagewny aud cunbled
nuy one looking out to vbserve all those
who cnme or went. The cutrance to
the castle was closed only by a litle
gate which any ove might open at
will.  This entrance was the only one
by which It wns possible to get luto
the chatean. As 1 have sald, lo puiss-
ing through this gute one found hln-
solf in the tirst court, closed in on all
sides by tlie walls aond the towers., As
to the towers B, B and B*, which hnd
for n conslderable time longer pre
served thelr unlforinity and thelr first
helght and the polated roofs of which
had been replnced by a platform de-
slgued to support the artillery, they
had Iater been razed to the helght of
the bhoulevard parapets, nod  thelr
shape seemed slmost e that of a
half woon, The new castie on the plan
lsat C C.

La Louve, ns I have sald, hoad not
been changed at all, but still renred
Ita dark hulk agninst the Llue waters
of the Mediterrnnean, a strauge, welrd
fignre. looking thousands of yenrs old.
I have spoken nlso of the ruins of the
phees b qednnt camtions (shown

Copyright,
1008, by
Brentana's

of the
n Blac

hed been In years past torn down to
half its former helght.

This tower bad a oumber of tny
jchnmbers above and an lmmense octa-
gon chumber below. One descended
anto this chamber by a steep and nar-
row stalrway. The celling of the oc-
tagon room was supported by four
great cylivdrical plllars, and from Its
walls opened three enormous embra-
sures for three epormous cannons, It
was of thla room that Mme. Edith
bad wisbed to ake a dining room.
The great windows had been enlarged
and made square, although they were
still guarded by barrlers of lron, This
tower (shown opn the map at L) was
the spot chosen by Mme. Edith's ancle
for a workshop and the abiding place
of his collection.

Of the chuteau of the seventeenth
century, koown as the new castle,
they had only repaired two bedcham-
bers on the tirst floor and a lttle sit-
ting room for guests. It was to these
that Houletabllle nnd myself were as-
slgned. The Darzacs were lodged Iln
the square tower. Two rooms the
windows of which opened upon the
balcony were reserved lo this square
tower for “Uld Hob,” who slept there.
M. Stangerson wns In “ln Louve,” In
the rear of the Rance sult.

Mme. Edith herself showed ua to our
rooms, which recalied to us nothing of
that magniticent past. They had been
swept and garnlshed with a care that
was almost touching. As 1 have al-
ready said. the two sleeplng rooms
were separated by a Uttle parior.

After dressing for dinper | ealled
Rouletabllle to ask him If he were
rendy. There was no answer. [ went
fnte his room and discovered with
surprise that be had already gone out.
1 went to the windew of his room,
which opened, llke my own, upon the
|empty court.

But what was that dark shadow?
Btanding erect at the prow of a little
boat which a fisherman was rowing,
keeping rbythmle time with the two
oarg, 1 recognized the form of Lar-
san, Why shounld | try to deceive my-
||elr by saying even for one moment
that 1 was wrong? He was only too
easlly to be retognized.

Oh, yes; It was hel It was “the
great Fred,” ns we used to call him
when we looked upon him only as the

 wonderfully resourceful and brilliant
secret service agent. The boat, silent,
‘with Ite motionlesas statue at the prow,
! passed beneath the windows of the
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PLAN OF THE CASTLE OF HERCULES

on the map by W), near the parapet |

between B and B, had been transform-

ed Into the stables and the kitchens.
One could only penetrate into the

'mmd inclosure through the postern

indicated by H), which M. Arthur
{Ill’:?ilv:e l‘."l"l?dr “the tower of the gar-
dener” and which was actually only &
pavilion, formerly defeoded by the
tower B® and by another tower situ-
ated at O and which had entirely dis-
appeared at the time of the 'mbn
of the new castle (shown at ¢ C). A
moat and & wall started from B to
gbat on I at the Tower of Charles the
Bold, sdvancing at C in the form of &
spur to the midst of the first court

i
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the Pointe de Garibaldl the bark had
disappeared as If by enchantment
Darzac left me and burried away to
seek Mathllde. But he returned
gloomy and grieved. The door of his
wife's apartment was locked, and she
would not see him.

We remalned together upon the ram-
part gazing at the nlght which had
carried Larsan away. In order to
change the direction of his thoughts I
asked him n few gquestions regarding
the Rance household. He told me that,
after the trial at Versallles, Rance had
returned to Philadelphia, and there
one eveniog at a family dinoer party
be bad found himself seated beside &
charming young girl who had interest-
ed him at once by a display of Inter-
est In lterature and art, Bomewhat
baughty, yet gentle and melancholy,
ghe at once recalled to the young man
the heroines of Walter Beott, who, he

'pooo learned, was her favorite author.
From the first she attracted him
strongly. But Rance had so far for-
got himself as to drink too much wine.
He never reallsed what his offense
bhad been. but be kpew that bhe must
bave committed some frightful breach

' of politeness when Miss BEdith, with-

helghtened color, requested bhim mnof
to address her again. Upon the mor-
row he went to call on the young lady
and entreated her pardon, swearing
that he would never toveh wine again.

Rance had already known Miss Pres-
cott's uncle, the flne old man who bore
the nlckname of “Old Bob” and who
was as celebrated for his adventures
a8 an explorer as for his discoveries
|as a goologist. He seemed as gentle
as a sheep, but he had bunted many
a tiger through the pampas of Bouth
America. He bad spent half his life
pouth of the Rilo Negro among the
Patagonians In seeking for the man
of the tertiary perfod, or, at least, for
his fomsils—the man who must have
been contemporanecus with the im-
mensa mammoths and mastodons. He |
geverally returned from these expedi-

|

she had suffered. But he when she
left his presence was another man—a
man alone, nll alone., Professor Stan-
gerson had loat his dnughter and his
goddeas.

He bad experienced only indifference
In regard to her marriage to Robert
Darzac, although the latter bad been
the best beloved of his puplls. In valn
Mathilde, with the warmest tender-

ness, had endeavored to rekindlie the
old feeling fu the beart of her father.
Bhe knew well that he had changed
toward her. The professor could work
po longer. The great secret of the dls-

solution of matter which he had prom-
ised to reveal to mankind bad return-
ed to the unknown from which for a
moment the sclentist had drawn it, and
men will go on, repeating for centuriea
to come the lmbeclle phrase, “From
nothing, pothing."

L] . - L

Hvidently she was
drawn toward Rouletabllle by ail the
mysterious forces of maWernal affec-
tion, in epite of the fact that she had '
every reason to belleve that ber chlld
bad died years before.

Bhe showed for her husband the
most charming solicitude, Bhe was at-
tentive to him at every moment, serv-
ing him bherself, and smiling gently at
him as she did so,

If the design of Larsan In showing
himself had been to deal a frightful
blow to a happiness which bad yet
scarcely begun, be bad completely suc-
ceeded. Mathlide bad given Darzasc
at once to understand that sbe did not
regard berself as his wife, slnce the
man to whom she had pledged herself
In ber early girlhood was still living.

1 have sald that Mathilde Stangerson
had been Lrought up Ib a very re-
ligious mianner, pot by her father, who

instinctively

well at the Glandler, had accompanied
Professor Btangerson as his valet.
That night he was sleeping io a tiny
closet In “la Louye.)” near his mas-
ter's bedroom, but Houletabille had
changed that. and it was Pere Jacques
who took the place of the corclerges
in the tower marked A.

“But where nre the Bernlers?” cried
Mme, Edith,

“They nre Installed in the square
tower in the room on the left, near
the entrance. They are to act as care-
takers of the square tower,” replied
Rouletabllle.

“But the square tower doesn't need
any caretakers,” exclaimed Edith.

“That, madame,” returned the young
reporter, “Is what we cannot be sure
of.”

He made no further explanations,
but he took Arthur Rance to one side
and Informed him that be ought to
tell his wife about the reappearance of
Larsan. If there wns to be the slight-
est chance of hiding the truth from
Btangerson it could scarcely be ne-
complished without the ald apd Intel-
ligence of Mme Edith. And, then,
too, It would be as well henceforward
for all of those In the Fort of Her-
cules to be prepared for everythlng
and surprised at nothing.

The next act of Rouletabllle was to
make us wnlk across the court and
place ourselves at the postern which
commanded the entrnnce to the Inner
court, but at tbat point the moat bad
been filled up. Rouletablile declared
that be Intended to bhave the moat dug
out and to replace the drawbridge.

At the pewly fortifled postern Rou-
letabille had stationed po one, for he
reserved that place that night for
himself. From there be could obtain a
complete view of both the inner and
outer courts. One could reach the
apartment of the Darzacs only after

cared little for such things, but by ber
female relntives, especially ber old aunt
in Clncinnatl. 1 might bave pussed
over these religlous bellefs of Mathlide
In silence If they had not had so strong
an influence on the resolution which

tions with a respectable collection of
tiblas and femurs and also with a rich
display of skins of wild beasts, which
showed that the old savant knew bhow
to use more modern arms than the
stone ax and bow and arrow. f
| All these detalls were given me later .
by Arthur Rance himself. He bad
' been one of “0Old Bob's” pupils, but
had not seen him In many years until
he made the acquaintance of Aiss
Bdith, :

Miss Edlth, npon the occasion when
Arthur Rance had been presented to
ber, had seemed somewhat more mel-
ancholy thap she usually was, because

lntn had recelved disquieting news of
her uncle. The latter for four years
back bad been absent in Patagonla.
In his Inst letter he bad told his niece
that he was il and that he feared that
he should pot live to see her again.
Three months later, however, having
| recelved another letter, mhe suddenly
resolved to go all alope to Bouth Amer-
ica and join ber uncle. During those
j three months Important events had
transpired. Miss Edith had been
touched by the remorse of Arthur
Rance, and when Miss Prescott de
parted for Patagonia no one was as-
tonished to find that “Old Bob's” old

-

ferred to walt for the consen
geologist. Miss BEdith
Rance were met at BL
young woman's uncle
bad not seen him Ip years, declared
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she had taken in regard to ber second
husband when she discovered that her
first husband was stlll alive. It had
seemed to ber that Larsan’s death had
been proved bayond the slightest doubt,
and she had gone to her new husband
as a widow with the approval of her
confessor. And now ahe learned that
in the sight of heaven she was oot a
widow, but a blgamist!

Leaving the Darzacs, my éyes wan-
dered to the nelghbor of Mme. Darsac,
M. Arthor Willlam Rance, when they
were suddenly arrested by the butler's
coming to say (hat Bernler, the con-
clerge, requested to speak to Roule-
tabille, My friend left the room.

“What!" | cried. “The Bernlers are
no longer at the Glandler?”

Readers of *“The Myntery of the Yel-
low Room™ will recall that these Ber-
nlers—the man and bis wifo—were the
conclerges of M., Btangerson at Bte.
Genevieve des Bols, | bave told how
Rouletabllle had had them set at IHb-
erty when they were accused. Roule-
tabille had been ever since the object
As the Rances bad

mt.hdumhdmu ln;:::;m-
® for one slight lo on
ﬂll;. :::: laws, which had turped
most unfortunately for them. Now
were lodged in one of the towers
the postern, where they kept tbe
gate.

The unexpected exit of Rouletabllle
sent a chlll to my heart and seemed to
spread a geoeral sensation of alarm
throughbout the company. Mme. Dar
gac was very restiess. And because
Mathiide showed herself to be dis-
turbed 2nd nervous | fancled that Ar-
thur Rapce thought that It behooved
him to display some little anxiety.
Arthur Rapnce and his wife were nof
whole of the unfortunate
seemod useless to Inform
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passing by Pere Jacques in A, by Rou-
letabllle at H and by the Bernlers,
who guarded the square tower at the
door marked K. The young man bad
decided that it would be better for
those on guard not to retire that
night. As we passed by the oubli-
otte 1 saw that some one bad dis-
placed the circular board which cov-
ered It | saw also on the margin &
flask attached to a cord. Rouletabllle
expiained to me that he had wished to
know If this old oubllette, which was
really nothing but a well, correspond-
el with the sea and that bhe had
found that the water was clear and
aweet, a proof that it had nothing to
do with the Mediterrnnean.

He walked for a few steps with
Mme, Darzac, who immediately took
leave of us and entered the square
tower. Darzac and Arthur Rance, at
the request of Rouletabllle, remained
with us. Bome words of excuse ad-
dressed to Mme. Edith made ber un-
derstand that she was being politely
asked to retire, and she bade us good
night with a nonchalant grace. Roule-
tabille beckoned us—the men—toward
the postern into the little room of the
gardener, a dark, low celled apart-
ment, There Arthur RBance, Robert
Darsac, Rouletabllle and myself with-
out even lighting a lamp held our Arst
council of war,

*We may make our plans here in
tranquillity,” begnn Rouletabille, “No
one can hear us, and we shall pot be
surprised by any one. If any person
should attempt o pass the frst gate,
which Jacques Is guarding, without
the old man seelng him we shall be
immediately warned by the sentinel
whom 1 have stationed in the very
middle of the court, hidden in the ruins
of the chapel. 1 bave placed your
gardener, Mattonl, at that point, M.
Rance.”

1 listened to Rouletabllle with ad-
miration. Mme. Edith was right He
had indeed constituted bimself a cap-
talp, and he had pot left one impregoa-
ble spot without defense.

Rouletabille lit bis pipe, took three
or four puffs and sald:

“Well, bere we are, Can we hope
that Larsan, after baving so insolent-
ly Saunted bimself before os, at our
very doors, in order to defy us, will
confine himself to such a piatonie
manifestation? And, content with
what be has dope, will be go away?
1 bardly think so, first, becnuse such
a thing would be foreigd to his cbar-
acter, for he loves a fight and Is never
satisfed with a partial success, and,
second, because no oune of us bas the
power to drive bim off. We have, of
course, no hope of any help from out-
side. And be kpows it well. That s
what makes him so bold and auda-
clons, Whow can we call to our.ald?

“Tbe authorities,” suggested Arthur
Ravce.

The reporter looked at his host with
an alr of pity which was not entirely
free from reproach. And be said In a
chilly tope, which showed plaiuly to
Artbur Rance how little value there
was in his proposition:

*You ought to understand, monsieur,
that | did pot save Larsan from
French justice at Versailles to dellver
him over to Italian justice at Rocbers
Rouges.”

M. Darzac sald:

“This man must disappear, but In
sflence, whether we move him by our

own—M. Stangerson must pever know
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