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LIVER to normal condition.

Give 106680. the system aed
solid flesh £0 the body,

lﬁtdﬁ.wm mat-
ter, thoroughly, quickly safely
and restore the action of the
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called to him 'at the same
youth- and’ his country, a /doul
membrance, which makes's man
at all ages. But, stepping tow
antechamber and making
D'Art: with his band,:
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bis permission to finish wit
fore he'began with him, he
times, with a voice*

4

and.the angry accent.

“Athos! Porthos! Aramis!”

+ The two musketeers “jmmediately
qutted the group of which they form-
ed a part and advanced toward the
cibinet, the door of which closed after
them as soon-as they had entered.

“Do you know. what the king said to
it cried M. de. Treville, “aifa that no
longer ago than yesterday eévening-—do
you know, gentlemen 7

“No,” replied - the two musketeers,
after a moment’s silence—"no, sir, we
do not.”

“He told me ‘that he'should hemce-
forth recruit ‘bis ‘muskéteers :from
among the guards of M. the Cardinal.”
“The gudrds of M. the Cardinalf”
cried Porthos.

“Yes, yes,” continued M. de Treville,
smwing warmer as he spoke, “and his
majesty was right. M. le Cardinal re-
Iated yesterday, while playing with the
king, - with an air of eondolence not
very pleasing to me, that the day be-
fose yesterday those musketeers, those
daredevils, iad made & riot 1o the Rue
Ferou in a-cabaret and that a party of

_ | his guards (1 thought he was going to
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THE THREE GUARDSMEN

By ALEXANDRE DUMAS

which he léarsed preceuvu

the ‘captain to the wnoie pop of
the anteéchamber. . In an instaut from
the door of the cabinet to the street

gate the whofe hotel .was iu a state
of commotion ¥

“Well, captain,” sald Porthds, quite
beside himself, “the trwth is that we

“And 1 bave the bonor of

the attainment of it.

“But,” continued M. de Treville, fix-
fng upon his compatriot a look 80 plerc-
ing that it might be said he wished to
{ read the thoughts of his heart—*but
S on of my old panion, your
father, as I have said, 1 will' o some
thing for yot, young man. I dare say
you have not brought too large a steck
of money with you."

D’Artagnan drew himself up with

"| an air that plainly said *1 ask charity

of no maen.”

“Oh, that's all very well, young
man,” continued M. da Treville, “that’s
all very well. 1 am ‘well acquainted
with all those lofty airs. I myself
came to Paris with 4 crowns in miy

you that I killed ‘one of them with his
own sword,” sald Aramis, “for mine
was broken at the first parry—killed
bhim or poniarded him, sir, as is most
agreeable to you.” .

“I did not know that,” replied M. de
Treville, in a somewhat softened tone.
“M. le Cardinal exaggerated, as 1 per-
celve.” (o LS oS

“But pray, sir,” continued Aramis,
who, seeing his captain become ap-
peased, ventured to risk a prayer—
“pray, sir, do not say that Athos is
wounded. He would be in despair if
that should come to the ears of the
king, and as the wound is very seri-
ous, ‘séeing “that after crossing™ the
shoulder it penetrates into the chest,
it is to be feared"—

At this fostant the tapestry was
raised; 'ltld & noble and bhandsome
head, but frightfully pale, appeared
under the fringe.

“Athos!” cried the two musketeers.

“You have sent for me, sir,” sald
Athos to M. de Treville in a feeble
yet perfectly calm voice. “What do you
want with me?”

And at these words the musketeer,
in frreproachable costume, beltéd, as
usual, with a tolerably firm step, enter-
ed the cabinet. M. de Treville, moved
to the bottom of his heart by this proof
of courage, sprang toward him,

“1 was about to say to these gentle-
men,” added he, “that I forbid my
musketeers to éxpose their lives need-

 Hlessly, for brave men are very desr. to

the king, and the king knows that his
miusketeers are the bravest fellows on

1
fon

known to all. - A burst of

“l am well scquainted with all thess
i lofty aire”

"
purse and would bave fought with any
one who would have dared to tell me 1
was not in a eoudlth.pp\u&lnlh

Louvre.”
D'Artagnan’s carriage became still
more 1 ing.. Thasks to the sale of

halled the last words of the captain,
and two or three heads, carried away
|/ of the

reprehend this infraction of the rules

| of etiquette when be felt the hand of

Athos stiffen within tris and upon turn-
him’ perceived he
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his horse. he commenced his caresr

with 4 crowns more than M. de Tre
ville had p d at the
ment of his. -

“1 will write a letter today to the
rector of the Royal academy,
morrow he will admit you wit!
expense fo y . Do
this little service. You wil]

15!
EE%EEQ
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from time to time you
me just to tell mé how
on and tell me whether 1
further service to you"

you
shail:
you

£3
5
2

“Téll me.” continued

“Was ciis woman Euglishr”
4 ealied.bet milady.” ;
pe-hel* murmur.

Brussels

“Oh, sir. If you khow whe.and what
this man .i1s.” cried D'Artagnoan, “tell
me who be'tsand whence be (8! ' 1 will
| then releuse you .from all your prom-
ises—even that of procuring my admis-
sion Into the musketéers, for, before
eVerythlog, 1 am desirous to avenge
mywself!" 4

“Bewnre. young man'™ eried De Tre
ville. “If you see him coming on ope

T

tain, whether from your family,

“it d9-he! - it-mum
od mm: “1 thougbt hie was still at |

Alas, how most of the things in this
world bave nothing in their favor but
app ! The baldrick was giit-
tering with gold In the front, but was
nothiog but simple buft behind.

“Whew!" ¢ried Porthds, making
strong efforts to get rid.of D'Artagnan,
who was wriggling about his back.
“The fellow must be mad to run
against people in this manner!”

“Excuse me,” sald D'Artagnan, reap-
pearing under the shoulder of the
glant, “but | am 1a such haste. | was

after some one and”—

“And do you always forget your eyes
when you happen to be In a hurry?™
asked Porthos. 6

v

~AD, monsieur,” interrupted Aramis,
“permit me to observe to you that you
have not acted in this affair is & man
of good breeding ought to have done.
Why did you so injudiciously restore
me the handkerchlef? Here is a lady
compromised by you.”

*“Why did you so awkwardly let it
fall?”

“I  bhave sald, monslenr, that the
handkerchief did oot fall from my
pocket.”

“Well, aud by saying so you have
Hed twice, monsieur, for 1 saw it
fall.”

“Oh, ob! You take it up in that way,
do you, Muster Gaseon? Well, 1 will
teach you how to bebave yourself.”

“And | will send you back to your
mass book., Master Abbe. Draw, it
you please, and lostantly”—

“Not' so, if you please, my good

"percelve that we are opposite the Ho-

tion to killlug you. depend upon that,

where you will not be able to boast of
your death to anybody. At 2 o'clock
1 shall bave the honor of expecting
you at the hotel of M. de Treville
There | will polnt out to you the best
place and time.” The two young men
bowed and separated. o
D’Artagnan was acquainted with no-
body in Paris. He went, therefore, to
his appointment with Athos without a

“No," rep D’Arta plq
“no, and, thanks to my eyes, I can
what other people cannot see.”

Whether Porthos understood Nim or
4id not understand him, giving way to
his anger:

“Monsieur,” sald he, “you stand e
chance of getting chastised if you run
sgainst musketeers in this fashion.”

“Chastised. jeus!” sald D'Arta-

any of these enmities which we see
constantly breaking out against the
cardinal, bid me adieu and us sep-
arate, 1 will ‘ald you'in many
but without attaching you to my

£ 3

Treville said to himself:
cardinal
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ady unities, you
will probably obtain that which you
1 promised you a letter for the
director of the academy. Are you too

“He—my thief? seplied I’ Artagnan.
“Ab, the traitor!” And he disappear

CHAPTER V.
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goan. “The expression Is strong.”

“It is one that becomes a man accus-
tomed to look his enemies in the face.”

“Ab, 1 know full well that you don't
furn your back to yours!”

Porthos foamed with rage and made
& movement to.rush after D’Artagnan.

“Presently, presently,” cried the lat-
ter, “when you haven't your cloak on.”

“At 1 o'clock, then, behind the Lux-
embourg.”

“Very well, at 1 o'clock, then,” re-
plied D'Artagnan, turning the angle of
the street.

But neither in the street he had pass-
ed through nor in the one which his
eager glance pervaded could he see
any one. However slowly the unknown
Bad walked, he was gone on his way
or perhaps had entered some house.
D’Artagnan inquired of every one he
met with, but vothing, absolutely noth-
Ing! 3

He began to reflect upon the events.
that had passed. They were numerous
and fnadspiclous. It ‘was scarcely 11
o'elock in the moming, and yet this
morning had already brought him into
disgrace with M. de Treville, who could
not fail to think the manner in which
D’Artagnan had left him a little cava-
Her.

Besides this, he had drawn upon
himself two good duels with two men,
¢ach capable of killing three D'Arta-
gnans; with two musketeers—in short,
with two of those beings whom he es-
teemed so greatly that he placed them
in his mind and heart above all other
men. Reflecting on his conduct, be
decided that politeness wust be his
course in the future.

D’Artagoan, walking and soliloquis-
ing, had arrived within a few steps of
the’ Hotel d'Argulllon and In front of
that botel perceived Aramis chatting
gayly with three geotlemen of the
king’s guards. On his part Aramis per-
celved D’Artagnan; but, as he had not
forgotten that it was before this young
man that M. de Treville had been wo
angry o the morniog and that a wit-
ness of the rebuke the imusketeers bad
received was not likely to be at all
agreeable, be pretended not to see bim

D’Artagnan was not so dull as not to
perceive that be was not wanted. He

0| was seeking o his mind then for the

Jeast awkward means of retreat when
be remarked that Aramis had let his
handkerchief fall and, by mistake, no
@oubt; had placed bis foot apon it, and
it appeared a favorable opportanity to
repair his intrusion. He stooped and
‘with the most gracious air bhe could as-
sume drew the handkerchief from un-
der the foot of the musketeer In spite
of the efforts the latter made to detaln
it and, holding it out'to liim, sald: »

“I beéligve, monsieur, that this Is a
bhandkerchlef you would be sorry to
ose.”

The handkerchief was, lo fact, richly
embroldered and bhed. a eoronet gnd
arms at one of Ms corners. Aramis
blustied excess!vely and spatched rath’
or than took the handkerchief from

to offer it to me
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d, determined to be satisflied with
those his adversary should choose.
D'Art that fnv

friend, not bere at least. Do you not|

tel @Arguilion. which is full of ‘the'
cardinal’s creatures? | have no.objec:|

but quletly, in a snug remote place,|
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stock of resolution which the counsels
of his father had fmplanted in his
heart—endure nothing from any one
but the king, the cardinal and M. de
Treville. He flew, then, rather thdn
walked toward the convent of the
Carmes Dechausses, or, rather, -Des-
chaux, as it was called at that period,
a sort of bullding without a window,
surrounded by barren felds.

Athos, who stlll suffered grievously
from his ﬁmwn it had ‘Been
dressed by ville's surgeon at
0, was seated on a post and waltiog for
his adversary with that placid counte-
nance and that noble air which never
forsook bim.

“Monsleur,” sald Athos, “I have en-
gaged two of my friends as seconds,
but these two friends are not yet come,
at which | am astonished, as it is not
at all thelr custom to be behind hand.”

“I bave no seconds on my part, mon-
sleur,” sald D'Artagnan, “foe, having
only arrived yesterday in P'aris, | as
yet know no ane but M. de Treville, to
whom | wus recommended by my fa-
ther, who hus the honor to be in some
degree one of his friends.”

Athos reflected for an fhstant,

“Well, but then”
speaking partly to himself—"well, but
then if 1 kill you I shall bave the alr
of a boy siayer.” Then to D'Arta-

goan: “Ah, bow you have hurt me!
My shouMer quite burns.”

“If you would permit me"— sald
“1 have.a

D’Artagnan, with timidity.

“By saying so you have lied twiee,
. monsieur”

teaful hal a2

for a balk
sam given to me by my motber and of
which | bave made a trial upon my:
selt” "

“Well?”

“Well, | am sure that in less than
three days this balsam would cure
you, and at the end of three days.
when you wouid be cured—well, sir,
it would still do me a great honor
be your man.”

“Monsieur,” sald Athos, “that's a
proposition that pleases me: not that
1 accept it, but it savors of the gen-
tleman a league off. | thiok these fel-
lows will never come

“If you nre 1n haste, monsieur,” sald
D’Artagnan, “and i1 o bw your will to
dispatch e nt once, do oot iconven:
fence yonrseit | am rezdy.’

“Well, thut = ngnin well sald.” cried

Atbod with a griclons aod to N'Arta
guan. “That did not eome from 2 mac
without Drajns, and eertainly ust from
& map without & beurt. Ah, bere is
one of thom, I think”

In fact, at the end of the Rue Van
guard, the gigantic form of Verthos
began to appeur.

first second M. PorthosT*

. “And bere comes the other.”

| D'Artagoan turned in the direction
poiated to by Athos and percelived
Aramis.

jro sz coxTisvED.]

continued he,|.

| “What!" cried D'Artagnan, “Is your |
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