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Christmas Eve,

Dream, little child} The shadows fall,
Over the land the mystie veil

That hides the morrow from our eyes
Is swaying in the starlight pale. ;

Dream, ‘little child! *Tis Christrhas eve.
Dream while the magic hours glide by,

Each wind that blows the snowflakes wil
Is laden with sweet mystery. ;

Christmas

Dream, little child! The glowing coals
Are painting pictures on the wall.
Out from the quivering shadows there
You almost hear the thrilling call
Of “Merry: Christmas, little maid!
I hope I've brought your heart’s desire,”
Aurnd Santa’s shadow just above
Grows lifelike by the leaping fire,

Dream, little child! The Christmas air
Is glowing with your visions bright,
And all the joys tomorrow holds
Are shining on the page of night.
Dream, little child! And may the years
To you their richest treasures leave,
And may all happy dreams prove real
That come to you this Christmas eve!

* THE MIKiDO'S PEOPLE.

ORDS adequate to a_descrip-
tion of thie festive season in
Japan are difficult’ to com-

mand. Even the cameri and
brush would fafl to do Justice to 4
‘scene of such gay activity and color
As. Christmas approsches city. town

and the diversions of the people n new
turn and’ tone.  In Japan Christioas s
ot a mere hollduy It reprexents a
bollday  season in the fullest senve of
the term

For weeks hefore the dnwn of Christ
max duy preparitions elaborate In kind

and degree arve ander wuy Men 'n
~tight Atting  coxtumes,  thelr  profes.
o sons, of the contruetors’ mimes print

ed on their Hacks, spend day after day

decarating  the streeis i hotses

Ktands for the tnterns aud the festive

greeulng must Le vreted and a thow

P
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THE STREETS RESEMBLE WINDING AVENDES
OF CHKINTMABS TREES.

sand Hitle matters huve to be ssen *y
before all In In complete readiness ver
the buest of gladness.

Every house of tlie many that shel
ter the fifty million)y of the Japnuessy
smpire, however hu ¥\ > \\» abode may

be, has some sign of the New Year
Idea, . Before every gate and doorway
is placed the chief symbol of the sea-
,son, what the Japanese call the kado:
matsu, or pine tree of -the honorable
date. At each side of the entrance to
the house or garden three short pleces
of bamboo tree, cut at an acute angle,
stand tied together as a pedestal from
which rises the ever glorious pine tree,
in shape something like a Christmas
tree, for the young pine is the emblem
of a loyalty and life that are ever fresh
and green.

In addition, over the door of each
house is set up a lobster attached to
an orapge. These are usvally the gifts
of u friend to express the good(?) wish
‘that the recipient will live till the-loins
are bent up like a lobster. ‘Whether
the orange represents orange blossoms
and plenty bf weddings in the family
s nbdt clearly known Above the orna-
ments of the doorway I8 stretched a
plece of artistically woven straw rope,
the shinto sigu of reverence for the
ancestral gods. A« one goes along the
streets  they seem gradually to be
transformed ‘inte long and winding av-
enues of trees. suggestions of the an-
cestral hunting grounds, and at night
the. whole is Iit up by Innumerable
lanterns that shed a varicolored Jight
on the decorntions and the crowds that
throng the thocoughfares. The blaze
of lantern eolor lends the scene a mag.
fe toneh that charms the Japanese
mind-and bas wo Httle artraction for
the foreigner.

To tell of the endless array of gifts
that at this season pass between friend
and friend. neighbor and veighbor,
would he Impossible. Among the more
common may be mentioned a basket
contiining a dozen eggs or oranges, &
box of kponge enke, or a eake of soap,
the Infter gift heing In no wny Intend-
ed as a reflection on the bepeficiary,—
New York Post.

* - 'Let Her Pass.

See the merry Christmas shopper,

Biut for goodness’ sake don't stop her!
fat her hike ulong her pathway;

2 Lat her pary you with a smile.

lor the tact could not be plainer .
That if you two get to chatting
Ydu will merely block the aisle.

.“mm,mm.'"m
| If her sister's baby’'s ing
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the moment we
M:mk chorusing pntil we | Mmeet prevailing tastes by keeping them
swing into glory to the music of the | in water containing certa u'm
redeemed throng about the throme. s extensively carried on in Sicily.
- m“ ! 'm“ Swedish Girls.

vy om0 - Every Swedish girl not boso to wealth

is taught o 4
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tad vHinge take on n new nppescance.,
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' IN BETHLEHEM,

s

: T this seasoni of the year prob-

#bly no city of the ancient
I world presents a more ple-

turesque or attriactive aspect
than Bethlehem, whose population Is
wany times multiplied by the “pres-
ence of a vast army of pligrims from
prery part of the globe. Mecea, In the
keight of the grent annual Moslem In-
flux, or Murdwar, in upper Iudia, at
the season of the sacred festival, may
have much greater but they cannot
be said to have more devout or more
cosmopolitan crowds than those that
flock to the city of David in the Christ-
mas week, Shaped wonderfully like
a crescent, yet the only thoroughly
Christian town (n all*8yria, Bethlehefa
puts on Its gayest garb as Christmas
approaches, At all timeés a pretty and
attractive place, it {s then a thousand-
fold more so. The thrifty townspeo-
ple, their handsome wives and dark
eyed daughters, prépare for the festiv-
itles weeks In advance and are ready
to welcome the first arrivals,

No words can‘adequately describe
the grandeur of the Christmas services
at the Church of the Nativity, which
Is the center of Interest for the pil-
grims, These services are kept up the
entire week. On the way to church
the visitors are beset by peddlers, who
insist on pushing under thelr very
noses little- ornaments of ollvewood
and mother-of-pearl. The Church of
the Natlvity Is one of the oldest struc-
tures in @xistence, and, although it has
been repeatedly repaired, It still re.
tains much of its original form and
character. 1Iu the side alsles at dif-
ferent altars priests chant the service
In tones that swell and die amid the
tall: columns that support the roof.

At the shrines groups of pligrims
kneel in reverent adoration, while still
other groups are guided around the
c¢hurch by monks, who point out the
rich relles and sacred places, the most
venerated of all being the shrine of the
muanger, beneath the church, which, it
Is claimed, Incloses the actual birth.
place of the Saviour, During- the
Christmas festivities ‘this manger
shrine 1s resorted to by great multi
tudes, who crowd each other In thelr
plous eagerness to kiss the marble slab
on the floor with a silver star in the
center.

8o fervid and enthusiastic are these
worshipers that the marble slab has
been repeatedly kissed away in places,
rendering a new slab tiecessary. The
same experience has occurréd with the
stone covering of the erypt in the
Church of the Holy Sepulcher in Jeru

MARKET PLACE IN BETHLENEN ON OHKINT
MAS MOUNING,

salem, which has had to be renewed
several times in consequence of its out
er surface being literally kissed away
by plous devotees. The tradition s
that Christ was once lald In this man-
ger. A few Teet distant is the chapel
of the Magl, where the wise men of
old, Melelidor,. Caspar and Dalthazar,
came worshiping with rare gifts,

A -subdued, “rich light 15 diffused
throughout the grottb by the softly
glowing lamps over the star, and the
swingiug censers lend an agreenble
odor to an otherwise close and musty
atmosphere. All worldly thoughts are
banished as the kneeling pligrims Iis-
ten spellbound to the melodious chant
of the sacred office or the full, sturdy,
noble singing of the grand looking,
bearded priests. The low roof, the
“living rock,” the censers, the music,
the lights, all seem to dissolve, and In
their stead there appear to the wjoist
eyes of the adoring pligrims the man
ger cradle with the babe, the Virgin
wmother and Joseph, the mean surround-
ings, the-oxen and thelr litter of straw
and the gentle, wondering sheep.

The Christmas festivities, however,
are not confined to the Church of the
Nagivity. The week is o general fest)-
val-in the town and a seasou of fnan-
¢elal harvest for its citizens. Like all
orientals, they are thrifty to avaricious-
ness, and the sight of the splendid gifty
that are brought year after year (0 the
church and especially the Grotto chap-
el, by strangers from afar ‘widely ex.
cite their cupidity: Among those thov
sands that sre living temporarily in
tents, or, it may be, quartered in the

‘| more comfortable convent, there are

many rich who can be easily persuaded

And eyes-are bright

)

O gracious branch with besries pearled,
What gloried green surpasses this,

Whose magic sways the whole wide world,
The rhythm{c sweetness of a kiss ?

HE Spirit of the Mistletoe
3 Her spell about the land throws wide,

Where stirs the puise of Christmastide.

and cheeks aglow

)

Yet as the winter, weeping, dies
The charm still masters Cupid, so
Whene'er he looks tr Psyche’s eyes =
He sees the mirrored mistlstos.

66

Long comes the grecery cart, an’ w

Cross

Granmar says she hopes.that when
I'll be a missionarer like her eldest

1)
Where every prospeck pleases an’
But granmar she has.never been to

The old cat sneaks down off her
Of them two enemies of hern that
But I'm so polite an’ ‘ten’ so earne

But father, havin' been a boy hims

Was made,

An’ don’t bust out yer pantaloons,
Say “yessum” to the ladies
An’ when there's company don

But sometimes when the groceryman is worried an’
He reaches at us with his_whip an’ larrups up his

hola, ~ A
An’ then  laff an’ holler, “Oh, ye never teched mel”
But jest ‘fore Christmas I'm as good as'| kin be.

As was ct up by cannibals that lives on Ceylon's

an’ “yessur” to the

ST ‘FORE %
CHRISTMAS”

EUGENE FIELD.

FATHE.R calls me William, sister calls me Will,

M@\M:L}Tluu‘ me \Xl’illie, !:ul gl: fellers call me Bill.
ighty ain’t a girl—ruther s

Without them sashes, curls an’ things that's wom by Fauntleroy!

Love to chawnk green apples an’ go swimmin’ in tg'e lake—

Hate to take the castor ile they give for belly ache!

‘Most all the time, the whole year round, they ain’t no flies on me,

But jest "fore Christmas I'm as good as I kin be!

Got a yeller dog gamed Sport, sick him on the cat;
First thing she knows she doesn’t know where she’s atl
Got a clipper sled, an’ when-us kids go out to slide

e all hook aride !

| git to be a man

brother Dan,

only man is vile.
see a wild west

* EUGENE YIELD,

Nor reu;v the lite of Daniel Boone or else | gucss‘lhc'd know
That Buff'lo Bill an’ cowboys is good enough for mel 3 !
But jest ‘fore Christmas I'm ‘as good as | kin-be!

An’ then old Sport he hangs around as solemn-like an’ still;
His eyes they seem a-sayin’, “What's the matter, little Bill?”

perch an’ wonders what's become
use to make things hum|
stly to biz

That mother says to father, “How improved our Willie isl”

elf, suspicions me

When jest 'fore Christmas I'm as good as | kin be!

For Christmas, with its lots and lots of candy, cakes and toys,
, they say, for proper kids and not for naughty boys;
So wash yer face’an’ brush yer hair an’ mind your p's an’ g's,

an’ don’t wear out yer shoes;
men,

2 't pass your plate for pie again,
But, thinkin® of the things yer'd like to see upon that tree,

tree,
yer kin bel

Jest fore Christmas be as good as
Cured. .

A cat which tud the habit of taking
| its food under the sofa annoyed its

mistress g0 much that st last ber bus-
band sl be would cure it of the
trick. “Go off to bed, lnwy; lenve it to
we,” wld bhe.
mind you, do not burt the poor thing!”
Gecrge was so long downstairs that
 Bis wife was asleep when he turned
in. The vext morning, however, she
asked how he had got on with the cat,
*Oh, 1 sawed Its legs.off!” sald George.
“What, the cat's?" '“No, no;: the
pofa’s!"~London Express.

o
Flower Bedecked Windows.

“All reet, George; but,’

r The Circls,’ R
The ratlo of Lie circuniference of &
circle to its dlameter was first ascer-
tained to woie digree of exactness by
Van Céuten, a Dutchman, He found
that if the diameter of a circle was 1
the circumfterence would be 3.1415020-
6358079323840204 3353270502884 ‘nearly,
which Is exunctly true o thirtysix
places of decinals and was effected
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graphic news service deliver-
ed to uny paper between
Washington and Atlanta,
and [ts special service is the
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orth Carolina paper.

THE SUNDAY OBSERYER—

Is largely made up of origi
nal matter and is up-

in all departments andcon
tains many special features

Send for sample copies.
Address

CHARLOTTE, N. C.,

This book, entitled as above,
contains over 200 memoirs of Min-
isters in the Christian Chureh
with historical referemces. An
interesting volume—nieely print-
ed and_bound. Price per copy:
cloth, $2.00; gilt top, $2.50. By .
mail 20¢ extra. Orders may be
sent to ¢

X P.J. KERNODLE; "

1012 E. Marshall 8.,
: Richmond, Va.
Orders may be left at this offiee.
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You Know What You Are Taking

When you take Grove's Tast-
less Chill Tonic because the form-
ula is plainly printed on ey .
bottle showing that i is Iron
Quinine in & tastless form.  No
cure, No Pay. 060c.

A High Grade Blood Purifier,
Go to Alamance

buy a bottle of B. B. B.

Blood Balm. It will purify and
enr.ch your blood and build- u
your weakened, broken down sys-.
tem. B. B. B. is guaranteed to.
cure all blood diseases and skin




