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? SOMI people think that New Year's day

A New Year starting out eo Jate

‘Would get spring fever sure a3 fate

‘W.wumm coming on,

) be prostrated by the sun.

; requires s robust frame,

mcmrmcum«mm
up st it stands eno!

. Ayest that started In the spring

A mollyeoddle so effete

m_:'x»:y' &'
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clution |
irianped nf\\'n,\' from the Webb
viestdad that . New  Year's
madab BopKlus vhe luan
v the Hghi, dey snow (uto
Jes o of  sparkiing  din
Hid tald hltself that
v Yeuar dawned be-would
vorise husimnd  of Mirinm
i e tud proved hlmself a

het

denfness was the cause of
perpiesity that now gws lled
e nigbit before he bad asked
v Webb to warry him after sev-
«oupw of diffident courting, and
wiw, twelve hours ufterward, he
aot- know. hix fate.  Mirlam bad
«f warmly and sald something
wly. but all the .sonnd that

b eaught was the final vowel

and It was an ensy mutter for bhis

‘sl beart to interpret it as “No."

hud enpped his band dbont his
and bent his bandsome head to-

!l _her golden one.  “What do you

Mirlatn ¥

1ot had blushed more bheautifully

n ever nnd bad Inid & sun browned
i tte hand on his arm with a timid

gesture that thrilled  bhim through.
*he lifted her bead with a quiek. bird-
lke movement and spoke close to bis
ear. ?

* 0! was all Jonadab heard,

He had arisen to his fedt and stum-
bled toward the door. “I'm sorry,” he
sald gently. “I've muule a mistake, |
guess. Good night.”

Mirinm Webbh hnd made no reply.
Bhe had merely retilned her: sent on
the sofa and stared at him with fright-

, ened eyes. from which all the timid
bhappiness had fled. A long thme after
Jonadab had waded nway through the
plling snowdrifts Miriam sat there un.
til her mother poked an inquiring head
through the doorway 1 :

“What's the matter with you, Mirinm

| Webb? Here you are sitting while that
stove s getting ‘most red hot! The
minute 1 smelled the hot fron | knew
you'd turned the draft on nnd forgot
to shut ‘em off. There -you're such a
featherhead I don't know as | sball
ever lenve. you alone with the' fre
again. | showld think Jonndab might
have noticed 1t.”

I Mrs. Webh opened the door of the
eylinder stove and closed the dreaft

i tightly. Then she sat down in her

trafling flannel wreapper and looked In-

Quiringly at ber daughter

| “Has be asked yon yet, Mirlam?
Mirlam blushed and nodded her head,
“You're eugaged, then?' erled her
other, with un alr of rellef.

%1 don’t know,” sald Mirlam slowly,

{with a queer look in her blue eyes.

| That was not the case with Jouadab

} ﬁ.opllnn. for he was Qirmly convinced

t the girl he

i )ored had refused

to marry him apd
that he was not en
gaged to_soybody.
|As be approached
bis bome, Iying suug

‘and sheltered under

the drooplihg elms,

!Iu feit a sudden

'Ild overpowering
desire to run away
from little River
and all the tebder
‘memories that en-

B -

| lcompassed it. With. SHE DREW CLOSER

) ;“‘ the conipanion- TO HiM.
! p of Mirlam Webb Little River was
‘ barren spot, and he lonthed it

His motber, reading by the light of a
i} green shaded lump. )ifted an fo-
3 quiring gaze to bis.

“Seems to me you're home early,
 Jonadab. It's only a lttle after 9
| oclock.” :
{| She drew’eloser fo him and placed

lips to his ear. Jovadab inclined
bead. and his mother's voice was

shrilly.
| ™1 met Abby Smith today. She was

asking after you. 4
[ Jonadab smiled grimly, *“If you wet

4 In that 507" Mrs. Hop-
drew back and watched her son's
embarrased face engerly,
*1 don’t koow.” sald Jogadab slow:
.“bt.t','l'qzlnlr'lu"mm
*r ma upusl preparations for
night be kissed his mother’s wrin-
cheek and went to his room.
1 Several dnys afterward, when the
¥ year was yet young, Jonadah's

The thought of Mirlam Webb turved
bis musin, another direction—that
of the great infirmity that proved a
stumbling block In his progress at
every turn. His Uncle Simon had long
urged a visit to a noted ear specialist,
and now one blazing August day Jona-
dab suddenly resolved to go.

Joundab went to the hospital fn
November and came forth from the in
stitution” with. a bewlidered smile on
his face and. both ears stuffed with
cotton to lessen the terrific din that
assalled bin - restored -hearing.  The
whole world took on a new aspect.
He felt n greater confidence In him
self, more self rellance and a bigher
courage to overcome the dissppolnt-
ment that. had  befallen him o the
loss of Mirinm Webb.,

He remalned In the city untll the
Christmas season Lad ended and then
hastened back 10 Little River to take
up his farmer’s life once more.

As he stood at the gate hours after-
ward, when the last night of the old
year wnas creeping
slowly aloog to the
end of .its journey,
there came a sud-
den longing to see
Mirlam Webb and
onge more put his
fate to n test. An
Instant Inter he was
speeding over just
such a snowy road
as he had traversed
the year before, on-
Iy now he could
AR A bear the crunching

YEAR!" nE sam r;.hh“m“u b

QUICKLY. creak of dead

branches breaking
from the welght of snow.

He bad grown accustomed to the
restoration of his bearing, but had
taken nobody in Little River into his
confidence. .

The Webb bouse was Hghted bright-

0 onhen

from withio Jonadab surmised that a
New Year's party wag o progress.
He rang the bell, and as its sharp

steps coming down the hall. Although
he bad never heard Miriam's footsteps,
he was sure that she was approaching

bim, and so be stéod well within the
shadow of the porch. When she open-
ed the door and peered out the light
shone on ber face, and somebow Jona.
dab knew that she was hoping it might
be be. How long had Mirlam Webb
been watching for him—ever since last
ear?

“Happy New Year!" be sald quickly,
holding out his hand.

Mirianf beld out her band and then
withdrew it with sudden reséntment.
“1 didn’t give you credit for so -much
impudence, Jonadab Hopkins,” she

ly, and from the sounds proceeding !

clang"dled away he beard: light foot- |

concerning” the

e —
NEW YEAR'S (e regarded as the time
when a man should take stock of bhis
paet and present and make reeolutions

future. It (e well to

R make resolutions, and it (e better to heep

them. They ecerve a good purpose even If not

kept, though they ehould not be made with

the fdea of breaking them.

One can be con-

servative (n' making good resolutione and

thereby gain an advantage.

Do not resolve to

be perfect—merely make a determination to
be better. 'Resolve to (mprove (n everything in

which you are defective.

Decide to act more

kindly, think -more charitably, epeak more
pleasantly, work more dfligently, give more

cheerfully,
which (e (mpossible.

Don’t try to achieve the perfect,

Juet try to Improve,

to be and do better, and you will be better

for the trying, @

. o’

NEW YEAR'S IN
OTHER LANDS

EW YEAR'S Is the most univer-
N sally gelebrutéd of holidays.
Christmus is practically con-
fined to Christinn countries and
'In ‘some of these Las cnly a religious
observance, The same Is true of East-
| er. Other bolidays are for the most
part national iy character and are con-
fined to their own countries. But New
Year's in some form is celebrated In
all lands and in oot a few s the chief
holiday of the year. It is not observed
always on Jau. 1, the Chinese and
Jewish New Year's being notable ex-
ceptions and the Russinn festival be-
ing beld on what to us isJan. 12, owing
to a difference 1n the calendar.
Especjally is the beginning of the
year a tiwe of festival in the orlent.
Nobody knows just how old the custom

murmured scornfully for ber own ben | I8, but it probably antedates history.

efit. But Jonadab heard and gave no

“You haven't had occasion to change

In most Aslutic countries New Year's
eve is o time for settling debts, wiplng

| the wmiate clenn for the succeeding

your mind about what | asked you a | twelvemonth. Ten drinking Is natw

year ago? he asked fmperturbably,

She stared at him for an Instant, and
then little sparks of anger flew (o her
gentle blue eyes. She closed the door
and stepped out to the porch, so close
to Jonadab that her gown brushed his
sleeve,

“Yes, | have changed my mind,” she
sald sharply in his ear, so sharply

. that Jonadab jumped; then she went

on In a lower tone, as If she knew he
could, not bear her words, but as If the
recital of her wrongs. afforded her
great rellef: “Who wonldn't change
thelr minds. Jonadab Hopkins. you
big goose!” Mirlam stamped her foot
passionately. *“To come and nsk me
to marry you—and when | sald |
would—to say you were sorry and that
you'd made a mistake! You big-big
~Jonadab Hopkios—why-why”~ as
Jonadab took her In his strong arms
and beld her tightly
“Tell me the esact words you used
when you sald you'd have me,” order
eod Jonadab.
. 1 said, ‘I guess wo! ™ shrieked Mirl-
am 1o his ear, ¢
“Lordy! | thought you sald ‘Nol
» ejaculated Jonadab joyfully, drawing
ber closer to him. “Yon needn’t yell
80, Miriam, becuuse | ean hear as well
as the next fellow, and I've just heard
you say you pceepted me once, You
ean't take it back. Now, I'm going to
sk you again. all proper. and you can
whisper the answer right close to my
ear. You love me, Mirlam?”
Miriam's snswer could oot be heard
by any ome save Jonadab., but when
they entered the house and he told
Mrs. Webb that the New Year bad
brought him & wife it i» evident that
the answer was not in the negative.

“Bells of Shandon.”

In one of the dormitories of the Irish
college at Rome there Is a space on the
wall left unp d and futed,
- whatever repairs the rest of the room
may undergo, for there, carelessly
serawled, is the first rbught draft of
Fiather Prout’s “Bells of Shandon.”

rally one of the chlef forwms of observ-

ance in China and Japan. There it s
ap art, and the ceremonial on New
Year's is futended to outrank anything
else In ti plok tea Jive. The Japanese
tea room |- hidden dway In some seclud-
ol part of the garden, and enly & few
of the elect are admitted. This, of
course, refers to the private tea rooms,

,J
B!

i thing in sight with red paper.

abandoned while the Celestials pay
ceremonial calls and decorate every-
Euro-
peans also paint the town red-on New
Year's, only they do it in’ a different
way.

New Yeur's is celebrated for thir-
teen days in I'ersia and Is the most
fmportant festival of the year. It fur
nishes a preclous opportunity for the
beggars who camp on a man's door-

step and blow horns until he gives a

present. The festival Is called “No

« Rooz" and combine; our Christmas

and Easter. Sweets are prepared long
in advance, and eggs are bofled and
colored. The observance begins on
«March 25, and for thirteen days there-
after business is suspended. Presents
are given, among them belng a cont of
honor for important persons, for which
a price Is often exacted, much In ex-
cess of the value of the garment. An-
other “No" Rooz"” custom Is for dele-
gations of Persians to visit the tombs
of the departed and send up walls
both loud and long.

New Yenr's Is n great day for the
children in the country towns of. Rus-
sla. The boys carry peas and wheat,
showering those they llke with wheat
and those thay disltke with peas. Varl
ous domestic anlmals are gayly deco-
rated and led about the streets. There
Is also a ceremony of changing water
into wine, which is harmless ugh.
since It does not increase the e
stpply. ‘

The great fenture of the German
New Yeuar's is “Sylvester Abend,” corre-

ling In some ¢ to our'watch
parties, except that more liquid rg-
freshment ¥ absorbed. The punch
bow! is the center of atteaction, but
the punch is vsually made of a mild
Rhine wine and does little if any
harm. 11| fares it with the man wenr
ing a high hut on this night, for it %
smasbed with great enthuxingm. In
Frankfort on the Main n pretty custom
Is obwerved U'romptly on the first
stroke of 12 every shutter In town fllex
open and » bend appers with the
shout, “Prowit Neujshir! it iwax quick
Iy withdruwn, und the shutters are re-
closed before the clocks buve fnished
booming 4be hour.

The Freunch give Christmas a rell
glous observance. so thut New Year's
s the great popular hdliday. Gifts nre
exchanged and cillx nré iade on Jan
1 and all through tiw month. .

The Eoglixh observapce of New
Year's is not lurgely different from
ours, except that the old yenr I8 swept
out by men and boys dressed ay chim
ney sweeps and Ix rung out with muf
fled bells, which change to a clear and
Joyous note wt the stroke of 14 It
% to this custom that Tennyson re
fers in bis “Iu Memoriam,” so often
quoted. “Ring out the old, ring In the
The crowds before 8t I"anl's In Lon
don on New Yeur's eve are even
greater and more nolsy than those be-
fore Trinity, New York, though people
who have only beard the Gotham din
may deem this [inpossible.

' Not 8o Easy. *| Blood

“That's us easy os rolling off & 108.”

“Did you ever roll off a log?”

“No, I ean’t say } did”

“Weéll, you try it and you'll find W
requires considerable will power.”—
Pittsburgh Chronlcle-Telegraph,
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THE OBSERVER— ¢

Receives: the largest tele

graphic news service deliver-

ed to any paper between

Washington and Atlanta,

and it special service is the

ﬁreatoat ever handled by a

orth Carolina paper.

THE SUNDAY OBSERVER—

Is largely made up of origi
nal matter and is up-to-date °
in all departments andcon
tains many special features

Send for sample copies.
Address

s Observer

CHARLOTTE,N. C.

LIVES OF CHRISTIAN MINISTERS

This book, entitled as #hove,
contains over 200 memoirs of Min-
isters in the Christian Chirveh
with ‘historical ~references. _An
interesting volume—nicely print-
ed and bound.’ Price per copy:
cloth, $2.00; gilt top, $2.50. By

sent to
P. J. KERNODLE,
1012 E. Marshall 8t.,
Richmond, Va.
Orders may be left at this office.

We promptly obtain U, 8, and Forelgn

OPFUSITE U.S PATENT OFF]
WASHINCTON. D.C

You Know What You Are Taking

When you take Grove's Tast-
less Chill Tonic because the form-
ula is plainly - printed on every
bottle showing that i¢ is Iron and
Quinine in a tastless form. No
cure, No Pay. &0e.

A High Grade Bleod Purifier.
Go to Alamance Pharmacy 3
buy a bottle of B. B. B. (Boh’:g

Balm. 1t will purify am

mail 20¢ extra. Orders may bo,: 4



