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The. Story:. of 'His. Life
- From the Cradle fo
. 'the White House

—

By WILLIAN BAVARD BALE
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logue. He tiad come to prepare him:
self for a particuiar career, and before
be had been at Princeton three months
be bad finally determined on what that
career should be.
- The class historfan, Harold (Pete)
-Godwin, celebrating the: advent . in
Princeton of the members of the class
.that graduated in "79, declares that on
arrival “Tommy- Wilson rushed to the
ibrary and took out Kant's ‘Critigne
of Pure Reason.’” h

To the lbrary Tomwmy Wilson un
questionably did rush, but not to read
of pure reason. - If ever there was a

ik
AL

muel Johnson had helped  to
away back in the middle of the
eighteenth century, with his reports of
parliamentary debates, When Johnsen
Jay -on his desthbed be declared that
s only compunction was those parlia.

¥

Now, it-happened thatin the yeventies'
the editor of the day, feeling round for
an wttractive feature; hit upon the idea

ticles entitled. “Men and Manner In
Parliament,” hy *“The Member For the
,Cbiltern Hundreds."

Thomas Woodrow Wilson happened

| to pick up this volume of the Gentle-

man's Magazine and to turn to the
pages occupled by “Men and Manoer
In Parliament”’—and from that moment’
his life plan was fGxed.

It was an era of prilllant narita
those days—John Bright, Disraell.
/Gladstove, Earl Granville, Vernon'
Harrourt. The personnel of the house
of commons bad never been more ple-
turesqne, the atmosphere more elec-
trical .

Nothlog could have better served to
awaken In a yonng reader a of
the picturenqneness and dramatic in
terest of politics. AnA’ Mp. Wison has
#ald to the weiter of this blography
that norone circumstance did more tn

) of his ev
the
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father’s church at Wil

mington. Another debating society or

2 by Wilson bimseif, called the
e

ting clnﬁ was fushioned
British parffiment.

not appear as a great
prize wioner. However, he did scor-
second sophomore orator in the Whig
Hall contest and was one of the I
erary men of the class, an orntion
on Cobden and an essay on lLord
Chatham belng especially recorded.
Connected with tbe two big prizes ot
the college are two storles which throw
light upon Wilson's character as a xtv
dent. The Knglish literary prize of
$125 bis classmates thought that \Wh
son might easily win, but when bhe

of Shakespeare he refused to g
into it, saying he bad po time to spure
m the reading that interested him
other big prize. that of “the
le debate, had been founded rh.
of Wilson's entrance to colleg.
be had undoubtedly looked tor
to Winning it thronghont me
The Lynde was an extem
discussion particionted i
three representatives from ench o'
two halls. The halls’ represents
ves were thus cbosen, a subject wan~
p d by a tee. el enndd
dates were required to argue on o'
ther side, as was determined hy
universal consent Wilson was nowv
star debater'of the Whig roclety
was quite in 8 class by himself
there was no doubt In anybody's
d that he would represent the hal
win the prize. The subject for
the preliminary debate In Whig Flall
was “Free Trade Versus ['rotection.’
Wilson put his hand Into the hat and
drew out a slip which required him to
argue In favor of “protection.” He tore
up the slip and refused tv debate.~ He
was & conviaced and passionate free
trader, and. nothing nnder beaven. he
swore, would induce him to advance
arguments in which he did not be
Heve.

By
the
He
and
‘min
and

- 1t will not be supposed that life was
all work even for this rather serfous
minded youth,

Princeton was famous for the pranks

of its students. On ove occasion they
kad taken a donkey to the cupola of
Nassau ball. Every class considered
ftself disgraced unless it had made
with the clapper of the college

The "I8 class wore the mortar

; the '70's did not. Wilson rid}-
culed ¥78's headgear, ¥
: lived first at the house of
Mrs. Wright. One of his clussmates,
cCarter, who also lived at Mrs.
tells of a certaln evening
two were engaged In -Wil-

8 quiet game of euchre,

in thvse days.

ve put the cards
on the ‘table. But
‘Wilson reading the
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broke lnto fie not aiways 80, tragh
eally sad o this:
*] will. work out-a rime
It | only have time”
_ Bald the mhn of “Here and There,"
“ Bo~he tried for awhile.

Result—-a lvose pile
Of his beautifyl golden hatr.

During tils senfor year Wilson threw
into the fyrm of a closely reasoned
essay the chief results of his thinking
on the subject of the American con-
trasted with the RBritixh system of
government “‘This article he sant to
what was regarded as the most serious

zine then publisbed in America,
and It was immediately accepted  for
publicatien. The author was twenty-
two years old aud an undergraduate.

In the files of the International Re-
view, lssne of August, 1870, may be
found ‘aw article entitled “Cabinet Goy-
eriment In the United States.” signed
by Thomas W Wilson, It was anim
peachment of government by “a legis
Inture which is practically Irresponsi
ble” and a plea fur a reformed weth-
oA uoder which congress shoild be
again made responsible and swiftly
responsive In some such way as Is the
Britisb  parliament. The author's
quarrel ia with the practice of doing
all the important-'work of congress in
secret committees. Becrecy, he says.
is the atmosphere In which -all cor
raption and evil flourish., “Congress
shionld legislate ai If In the presence
of the whole fountry—in open and
free debate.” (These words were writ
ten thirty three yenrs ago) He at-
tributes the growth of the committee
system to the Iack of lenders In con-
gress, and hix plan for theé creation of
leaders Is that of giving eablnet min
Isters a sent In tongress. He quotes
Justice Story to the effect that the
bends of departments, ‘even if they
were not allowed to vote, might with-
out danger he admitted to participate
in congressional debntes,

With this achilevement of breaking
into & high class magazine Woodrow
Wiison closed his undergraduate days
at U'rinceton.  During his senlor year
he had concluded that the best path
10 a publie career lay through the law
In the autumn, therefore. he matricu.
lated In the Inw department of the Uni-
versity of Virginla. that seat of libern)
learning orgunized by Thomas Jeffer

CHAPTER V.
8till Studying Law and Politics.
AR and reconstruction had re

presciitation, Wilaon was very much | Your as Bolder #f the Mstanen aenows o

exercivdd us to what to-say abd im
parted bis perplesity to an Intimare
friend, who rattied off two pleces of

nousense which he suggested would |
about snit the taste of the audience i |

the xy | plece
od the sligh to

[ ship The ti'we wus brightened by oe !
caslonal visiia to- New York and Lis |
LBancee und 1o Philadelpbin, where
Hved an wheie ol Ners whom' she some
tmes vinited : '
There wux uo giew club &t Johns

shorts. Vet the orator worked them In
The gy i

Hopkli but Wikun set steadght way
about vrmmnizing v When it was

one of the few occustons In which ‘the
young student beut very far from his
dignity o publie,” but In - private be
fairly bubbled with humor and wit
and was very minch given to monkey
shines ot}

As he had done at Princeton, Wilson
at  Charlottesville alwo organized &
smaller group of thinking chaps for
debate. A member of that group re-

b Wilson's kable disgust
when they chose as the subject for one
night's discussion the question whether
there bhe any fundamental difference be
tween right and wrong.

The Inw professors-of the University
of Vieginia were Mr. Boutball, who
beld the chalr of International and
rommon Inw, an easy going and much
beloved mnn, and Dr. John B Minor
who tuught everything else o ' the

course and wuas in fact the college of

law. ’

Dr. Minor probably Infiuenced Wi |
son more than -did any other teacher !

he ever bad He was Indeed an able
and forceful man, a really great tench-
er, who grounded his pupils beyond

all possibllity of ever. getting adrift in |

the broad principles of law.
As a young man Wilson suffered

much from indigestion, an 11l which |
later he entirely outgrew. Just before |

Christmns, 18%, he fonnd himself sc
il that .be left Charlottesville, The
next yenr he spent ot home In Wil
mington, N, G, nurxing his health and
reading Eartif

In May, 1882, Womdrow Wilson
went to Atlanta to enter ou the prac:
tice of Inw._ Atlanta was chosen for
this experiment simply because it was
the most rapldly growing city of the
sonth. The young man knew nohody
there. He met another young man,
ke ‘himself a stranger lo .the ecity,
whither he, too, had. come. to practice
Inw—Edward (reland Renick. The

two agreed on s partnership: on mu- |

tual inquiry Renick proved to be slight-
ly the older, so that shingle was
lettered “Renick & Wikon.” It was
hung out of the window of a room ox

duced the her of st

at Chariottesville to 428 io
e the sexxion of ISTO-N0, bt
war and recoustriction had not low
ered Virginin's oty stondurd elther ot
scholarship or of honor  Wilson's life
here wam In wmany respects # repets
tion of that at I'rinceton  Here. ton
he immedintely took his pince ne a
lender Ntudy Wi TaAther more neces
sary than at 'moceton i thowe dave

A man had to work to pass his exam-
inations, -8till there was a gay set as
well us a steady set, and Wilson bad
friends among both.

Sports were engaged in to the extent
of an occasional baseball gnme among
the students or with a nipe from a
nelghboring town, a foot race or two
i the wutumn and some boat racing.
Wiison played a little baseball and
took long wulks through the pleasant
eountry Iylng about, often alone.
though sometimes with a favorite com-
panion, At Princéton Greek letter fra
ternities were lllegal, but they existed
with the upproval of the faculty at the
Unjversity of Virginia, and Wilson wais
Initiated into the I'bi Kappa Psi,

He jolped the chapel choir and the
glee clab, The latter clrcle of har
monfous spirits made serenading ey
cursions In “the country roundabout
two or three times n week, winding
up its’ pleasure imparting career with
a grand concert in the town hall. ' Wil
son many .0 night stumbled along the
rocky roads with his fellow gleemen
to arrive at last under the balcony of
some damsel nnd 1ift his One tenor
volce In “She Sleeps, My Lady Sleeps,”
and “Speed Away." At the grand con
cert, which wans given on the evening
of the finul ball, a brilliant audience
that erowded the | heheld the prize
orator and prize writer step down to
the footlights and render a touching

“ |- tenor solo. Wilson Is best remembered

as a sloger, however, by the thrilling
effect with which he usually achleved
the high. note near the end of “The
Star Spangled Banoer.”

Wilson did a good deal of writing
while at Charlottesville. From the
road in froot of “Dawson's row"” pass
ersby ‘would see him sitting at the
window o the southeust corner of
“House F." darkly engaged with ap
fok bottle.- out of which he had con:
Jured before a year was up the writ'
er's prize.

In Mareh, 1880, the University Mag:
azine printed an article by him on
Joho Bright. In the following month
another on Giadstone. The young
man's mind »till ran, as it had run at
Princeton, on the personality of the
great politien! leuders

The John Bright article was really »
version of ap oration which Wilson
wis delivering that month. 8o great
st his repotation grown o sis
months (hat there was a considerable
demand from outside the university
for admission, and the oceasion was
thrown open to the publie,

At Chariottesville, as at Princeton,
the w1 ndent body wis divided Into two
iernry and  debating socleties—the
Wustiingtonlun and the “Jeffersonian—

‘e common tongue, “Wish” and

“ I'he fortunes of each alternate

*ured wnd waned. “Jefi” was the
rongzer 101870, and Wilson joined” it

to
n anether “Jeff” man, Willlam Cabell

Bruvo. @ young omator of extraordinary
ability ¢

I'be <hlef annual event at Chariottes |

the d floor, facing the side street,
of the bullding 48 Marletta street.

" Atlanta litigants did not rush en
masse to 48 Marietta street In fact
they never came.

Wilson’s.sole idea had been to use
the law as a stepping stone to a po-
Hitieal career. Most of the public men
of the south had come from the ranks
of the law. In eighteen months in At-
lanta be learned that it was impossible
for a man without private means to

pport. hi If long h in law to
get into publie life; impossible certain-
Iy to establish a practice without giv-
ing up all idea of study and writing
not strictly connected with the pro-

der to nou" wome expeike of the organ

the uplversity demorred  PPresident Gil
man offered (o dobite  the necessary

Rev. Dr, Joseph Ruggles Wilson, Fa-
| ther of Woodrow Wilsen.
1 money provided the club would give its

concert without udmixsion fee. In the |
slight controversy that followed Wil |
| son appeared as an lusurgent, protest-
| Ing that the giee club had its dignity to
! conxider as well as bad the university,
| The convert’ wis given as originally

f

posed (o give n concert at Hopkins |
hall and charge for admission In or |
r ! 'old Guif rowl, In the widst of a loreis
tzation. the grnve wentlemen who at.|
the tiwe presided over the destinles of i

» political economy.

| planned, and no ove felt that the aig~|
nity of the university suffered in the

| least from the- performance,
| Ohe plece of writing that Wilson did {
| at thix period, a study of Adam Smith
| 'was recognized by all as exceptional in )
fellcity and power of expression, It

was given maguzine publication and |
later guve the title to a volume of es

says- "An Old Master.”

0 y

Iatter being bachelors. Later Mr, Wi
Yon lensed & pretty cottage, the 1arson
age of the ittle Baptist chireh on the

countryside. In this. thelr firt home,
'he. Wilsons took great pride gnd <at
Isfaction  In vaeation tine they went
back south among old friends. It was
I the xouth that the first two ehildren
were born

In dnpe, 1840 Profemar Wilson ook |/

bis PPh. 1) st Johns Hopkins, the un)
versity accepting us hix thesis his nook
“Congressionn! tovernment *  During
bis third yenr nt Hryn Mawr Jrofes

sor Wilkon nceepled u lectireship i |

Johnr Hopkine.  Fhis took him to Hal
timore once o week for twenty five
weeks

Rocial: Hfe at Bryn Mawr was most
agreenble . An inviiation to an vide

and larger institution was, neverthe
less, pot to be declined. Ampler oppor-

- tunity opened in a school attended by

young men, and in 1888 Professor Wil-
50D ucceptéd an. election to the chair of
history and political economy at Wes-
leyan university, Middletown, Conn.
From the sturt. Professor Wilson’s
courses were extremely popular. And
well indeed they might be, for New
England bad rarely beard such instruc-
tion as was given in the lecture room
of Wesleyan's professor of history and
While at Middle-
town he continued his lectureship at

Johns Hopkins. Now, however, instead | §

of going down once a week he bunch-
ed his twenty-five lectures in a month

| of vacation allowed him by the Wes-

leyan trustees. His fame as a popular
lecturer also was growing apace, and
he :was frequent'y called to give ad-
dresses in New England and the east-
ern states. It was while at Middle

| town that be wrote “The State,” a vol-

ume which, with less pretentions to Iit-

; erary form than his other-work, involv-

ed an enormous amount of labor!

Mr. Wilson was a member of the ath-
letic committee of Wesleyan and took
(he keenest Interest in the college
sporis. One student of the time re-

b bhow | d b at

Early In 1885 was ¥ “and |

the limited ambition of the Wesley

published—the result of the
made by the perusal of the Uentle
man's Magazine articlen teni yenrs be |
fore and of constant thonght and study |
ever since—a book, “Congressional |
Government—A Study of Government '
by Committee by Woodrow Wilson." |
It was the first acceount of the actual |
working of the vonstitution gf the Unit- |
od Stutes; an Innpo«nunrfﬂr govern. |
ment, pot ns It Is theo ully consty- |
tuted, but as it actunily works. |

The book met with Instunt success |
A serlous work seldom mnkes a sen- |
sation, and that word wonld be too|
strong to apply to the lmpression nro- |
duced by “Congr Uover R
but it Is quite true that it recelved an

fession. The law was a ) mis-
tress. He had begun writing a book
on congr | gover t, and he
found the work full of joy.

But the Atlanta experiment was not
without its great good fortune.

During
son found time to make what turned
out to be a momentous visit. His old
playmate and cousin, Jessle Woodrow

Bones, with whom he had played ‘Io- !

dian on the sand hills near Augusta,
was now living In Rome, Ga. To
Romé had come also another family

withh whom the Wilsons hod been In- |

timate In Augusta—the Axsons, The
Axsons were a Georgla lowinnds fam-
fly. The Rev. 8. Edward Axson's fa.
ther was a distinguished clergyman in
Savannah, and bis wife's father, the
Rev. Nathan Hoyt. was long pastor of
the Presbyterian church at Athens, Ga.
The calls upon his time not being en-
tirely occupying, as bas been hinted.
young Wilson went to Itome to see hix
cousin, and stayed fo see thore of
Miss Fllen Loulse Axson. The meet-
ing was on the plazza of the. Rones
home In East Itome. To be accurate,
it was not quite the couple’s firnt meet-
ing. He had been a passionate ad-
mirer of the lady when he was a boy
of seven and she was a baby. The
sentiment of those days, beyond the
recollection of either, revived. He
took her home that evening. She lved
in Rome across the river. Bhe must
have been enptivating. 'for as he came
back across the bridge he elinched hix
hand and took a silent oath that Ellen
Louise Axson should be his wife.

Which alxo {o due time came to pass

They hnd seen ench other elevenr
times before he had persuaded ber to
say “Yesn” There was vo idea of an
immedinte marrwge.  Already, per’
celving that the practice of law wns
not the path for him, bhe had settied
upon the pinn of going to Jobns Hop
kins university to spend two or threv
years more studylog the sclence o
governwent

The partuership of Renick & Wilwon

was dissolved, The young man (.|

whoth the people of ‘Atiants gave s
Ittle enronragement, but who bad wor
what made him idestimably bapples

" than anything else Georgla could havi

given bim, went north In Beptember
About the sume time Miss Axson, tov
went to New York to develop her al
ready recognized talevts Ip painting
a8 8 member of the Art Bludents
feague

The next two years of Woodrow Wi
son's life were spent at Jobos Hopkins
university as a student of bistory and
political ecotviny. Fere he was ove of
an unusually interesting group which

ummer of 1888 Mn Wil |

EFEE
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flustlc reception at the hands of
all luterested In public matters. OF its
merits it Ix enough to say that Mr
James Bryce, In the preface to “T'he
American Componwealth,” acknowi
edged his obligution to Wondrow Wi
son.

It was a great moment.in the life of
the young man—indeed, a great moment
for two young persons. Success ke
this meant that life was at last to be-
gin. On the heels of the fame won by
“Congressional Government” eame In-
vitatious to several college chairs
Theré wns more work =till to be donw
for a I'h. . But the Johns Hopkins
faculty wns to nceept the bovk as a
doctor's thesj«, nnd the author accept
ed one of the enliw—that from Bryn
Mawr, which wanoted bl v come as
associate in hixtory and polithenl econ-
omy.

Woodrow Wilwon and Ellen Jovine
Axson were mnrried at her grandfa.
ther’s house, In Savannah, on Jone 24,
1885. In the sutumn they came to the
pretty Wealsh nnmed village on the
“main line’* near I"hiladeiphia, and @
new chapter of life-began.

CHAPTER VI,
“Professor” Wilsen,
SCHOOLTEACHER'S -exist.
ence I not, lo the narration,
o thrilling story. The frst
seventeen yeurs of Woodrow

Wihison's life ufteér he left Johns Hope
kins university were spent ln teaching
They were years of usefulness. Thon-
sands of students will testify to the
still enduring inspiration théy owe to
them and to him. They were years of
delightful liviug, of cultured and gen
!} compenlouship

I*It was with the uorelingnished por
pose of having his part in the ymblic
1ife of ‘the nation that Woodrow Wilson
entered npon the prufession of a teach.
er of law and politics. It enp hardly
be sald, however, that his Orst prsition

economy. taught n gond dea! besides
those subjects. Classical history wod
the history of the repaissance fell to
are snid oo Hligh
heen “pinrvels™ of

His
_--Pgmy to have

boys, who, when they played against
Yale, were satisfied only to keep the
score down. “That's vo ambition at
31" he used to cry. “Go in and win
You can lick Yale as well as any other
team. Go nfter their scalps. Don't ad-
mit for a momeut that they can beat
you.” 3

Life at Middletown was pleasant
But Mr. Wilson's growing reputation
would not permit him to remain there.
When in 1800 the chalr of jurispruo-
deuce and politics in Princeton col-
lege became vacant throdgh the death
of Professor Alexander Johnson the
trustees elected to it.the Princeton
graduate, who had so quickly distin-

ished hi If as a d of poli-
tics,

September, 1800, then, found Wood-
row Wilson again domiciled in the
Jersey collegiate town, He was now a
man whose renown had begun to
spread in the world, an author, a pub |
lic speaker of enviable repute, the
head of a family, a figure of consid-
eration, a doctor, If yon please, both of
philosophy and of law.

The Wilsons rented a bouse in L
brary place. After a few years they
bulit a home for themselves on an ad-
Jolping lot, ,an, aftractive half tim

house designed by Mrs. Wilson.

The new professor stepped at once
intq the front rank, as indeed became
& Princetor graduate, a member of one
of the most famous classes the old
college had gradyated, a man thor
oughly fmbued with the best tradi
tions of the place. But his lectures—
Princeton had no tradition that ac
counted for their charm. They in
Sanate & popular; the attend
mounted untll it surpassed that ever
before or since given any course ol
study at Princeton. Before long very
nearly 400 students, almost the total
number of junlors and senlors com
bined, were taking Wilson's courses
and they were- no “cinches™ either
Widely informed, marked by a master)
of fact even to slight detall, Inspiring
in their range and sweep and spiced
with a pervading sense of humer, Pro
fessor Wilson's lectures were furthe:
marked by the great freedom with
which be delivered himself of bl
views on current events. It was hb
custom to put students on their hovot
not to report him; there were alway»
likely to be in atfendance students
who had convections with city news
papers who might frequently have
made good “stories” out of the pro
fessor's lively comments on the poll
tics of the day, but none ever took ad
vantage of the opportunity.

The classes were now.so large that
the work of a professor consisted al
most entirely of lecturing. As we
shall see later, it ‘wag not then the

to be admitted to it and its doors
were hospitably bung. Professor Wil
son, 1o short, stepped into the position
of first favorite alike with bis col

hip, p Aly impressing his
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The Charlotte Daily Ob
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LIVES OF CHRISTIAN MIN

This book; entitled as
contains over 200 memoirs of
isters in the Christian Ck
with historical references.
interesting volumo——nhnlf
ed and bound. Price per
cloth, $2.00; gilt top, $2.50.
mail 20e extra. Orders
sent to
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