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Mysterious Region.

As If an enormous giant had put his
finger into the sea and stirred It
round, the entire North Atlantic ocean
slowly revolves in the direction of the
clock’s hands.,

In the center is thé Sargasso sea, &
glgantic- collection of floating 1slands,
made of seaweed and Inhabited hy
countless living things.

Nobody knows how Herodotus, in
ancient times, came by the alarming
stories he told of this mysterious re-
gion, for it is only during recent years
that it has been properly charted.

When Columbus and his men were
drawn into this oval-shaped vortex, his
ship” remained out of control for 15
days, and the crew thought they were
condemned to perish In° a watery
prison, closely guarded by seawead
barriers for 260,000 square miles. But
a strong wind luckily carried the ship
to safety. 2ol

Supported in the water by small air
balloons, the feathery weeds of  Sar-
gasso are mostly olive-brown In, color,
with blotches of white. The chief
source of supply has been proved to
be the Gulf of Mexico and the Carjb-
bean sea. . .

Sailors do not like this strange tract
which floats, almost lgke land, on the
bosom of the Atlantic. It is reputed
to be the home of barbarous fish and
the hiding place of mysterious mon-
sters. Animals drifting about on the
surface of the Sea, with only the scat-
téred ‘cover of moving seaweed, are
eéxposed to many ' dangers, not only
from the birds always hovering above,
but from hungry fish larking in the
patches of uncovered sea, which is the
bluest in the world.

To protect themselves, all the llving
creatures Iimitate, in a -remarkable
way, the color of thelir floating home.
One grotesque little anfmal is conspie-
uous owing to the disproportionate size
of its head and jaws, and resembles
the frog fish,” sometimes seen near
British coasts.

Making its nest of seaweed bound
together by long cords of its own man-
ufacture, this ar creature com-
bines gll the characteristics of an ani-

-mal, a fish, and.a bird.

A short-tailed crab of the shell-less
type swarms on the Sargasso weed and
is blotched with white to match the
light , patches on its surroundings.
These and many more pecullar crea-
tures will be examined by Professor
Beebe, of New York, who recently set
out te explore this little-known re-
glon. ¢

A secret ambition of the expedition
is to capture a monster squid, a terri-
fying fish of the cuttlefish family, with
black eyes at least 12 inches in diam-
eter and a body 80 feet in length. The
body of these glants, one of which. the
explorers hope to capture, is wrapped
in a loose mantle, {from an

In |
which emerges the evil-looking head

with its sharp, parrot-like beak.

This Sargasso monster is thé tiger
of the ocean, and, like its striped coun-
terpart on land, is sald to kill even
when not hungry—for the sheer pleas-
ure of killing. >

Victoria Invested Wisely

Through the good advice of Disraell,
her chief adviser, Queen Victoria of
England, invested in Suez canal stock
and was thus enabled eventually to
leave additional millions to her chil-
dren. She also was one of the original
owners of a share in the New River
Water company which provided the

. water supply for London. The water

shares, originally worth a pound (§$5),
enhanced in value to where they were
worth millions, and even the richest
of others like the Rothschilds were
forced to be contént later with a six-
tegnth/or a thirty-secondth of a share,

Quake Made Trouble
All was peaceful and quiet Saturday
night in the Springfleld police station
when Patrolman Clark, who was en-
tering something in the police blotter,
suddenly shouted: “For the love of
‘Mike, Mitchell, stop shaking the table.

China’s Trade in Bones
For many years, the economical Chi-
nese have put animal bonéto good use

iu- gait. All winter he has labored,
_but not hurriedly, fixing his barns, cut-
ting wood, pruning fruit trees and carn
‘ing for his animals.” On bad days he
! gat by the fire and Yurned things over
{ln his ‘mind—s0 many acres of wheat
{and so ‘many acres of oats, this field
{ for roots and that for corn. And you
lmq\ be sure that he has also turned
over the pages of many a catalogue
longingly, wishing he could buy twice
as’ many things as he can afford—the
! better to do his complicated job of
Ifeedlug the urban multitudes.

When the sun passes the meridian
| the farmer knows that his dawdling
days are done; henceforth, for eight
% months he will be racing with the cal-
lendar, with frost, raln, halil, floed and
| the everlasting. weed. Old Sol sends
| to the husbandman a challenge along
| with his blessing of fructifying heat.
Glddap!

Ye city dwellers, reflect upon the
manifold activities of this unknown
friend of yours as he proceeds with
the preparation of your next winter’'s
dinners. Sap bucket,In hand, he makes
the rounds of his maple trees. ' Bring-
ing the most progressive of his hens
into a warm corner, he dusts,her with
antilouse powder and leaves her to her
devotions. Then he sees to it that she
has water and food during her setting-
up exercises. Next, he gets the brooder
ready for the day-old chicks he has or-
dered. Presently, In a mad rush to
finish a mean job before the ground
thaws, he returns to Mother Earth the
last of the accumulated fertilizer from
the barnyard. Any number of things
must be done before plowing, because
thereafter every day will demand its
meed of seeding, planting, haryesting,
and animal tending.

All this labor, all these chances of
life and death, Intervene between All
Fools' day and Harvest Home. The
farmer, facing the chill spring wind
and the challenge of the climbing sun,
; Is the very embodiment of human per-
sistence—the utterly Indispensable
man.TBoston Independent.

{
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Preference in Meats

In an analysis of meat consumption
statistics the Department of Agricul-
ture not@ that the British eat nearly
seven times as much mutton and lamb
as do Americans, and declared the rea-
son has “bafled satisfactory explana-
tion.”

- Mutton and lamb covsumed in the
United States last year made up only
3.2 per cent of the total meat con-
sumption, while the percentage in
Great Britain was 22, There was 10
times more beef and 15 times more
pork than mutton and lamb eaten In
this country;last year.

The department estimated that mut-
ton and lamb consumption was at the
rate of 5.2 pounds per person; pork,
888 pounds; beef, 62.6 pounds, and
veal, 8.3 pounds,

Their Way -

“I reckon I'll hafto quit taking my
children to the picture shows,” at the
crossroads store remarked Gap John-
son of Rumpus Ridge.

“What's the matter—they ketch the
itch, or something that-a-way?” asked
an acquaintance.

“Not yet, as fur as I know. But
what's the matter is that they, get so
devilish interested In the plcture that
| they furgit whur they're*at. They all 4
| decide for one feller on the screen and
whoop and holler for him)till the roof
lifts, or else part of ’em are fur him
and the rest ag’in him, and while one
side cheers the other side snarls till.
directly they jump up a-cussing and
tedr Into each .other like fighting fire.”
'—Kansas City Star,

Flying Flivver Era Tardy
Cheap, light airplanes ‘for popular

| apathetic, he sald, and the manufac-
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What a remarkable picture the word
scandal calls up.* Its original applica-
tion was to that part of a trap on
which the bait'was placed and which,
when the trap  was-touched, sprang up
and caught the victim. - Another odd
word s scfuple, whick originally yeant
a little stone, in weights means twenty
gralns, and in 'modern’ use means
something which hurts oF worries the
conscience.

Irritate referred originally to the
snarling of a dog. Perplexed brings
up a picture of being tangled in miles
of string, wound completely round and
round; whilst the word eliminate de-
notes what the man did to his ba-
rometer when it continued to register
“Set Falr” after it had been ralning
for a week, for it means “to kick out
of doors.”

Scotch Sailor Made

Immortal by Defoe

Alexander Selkirk was a Scottish
sallor whose adventures furnished De-
foe the basis for his immortal story of
“Robinson Crusce.” Selkirk, having
quarreled with his captain on one of
his voyages, was left en the island of
Juan Fernandes in 1704, with only his
gun and ammunition, and a few other
necessaries of life. There he réemained
for more than four years, living on
‘game, and clothing himself with the
skins of goats. In 1700 he was rescued
by Capt. Woodes Rogers,’ and became
his mate. He afterwards attained the
rank of lieutenant in the British navy.
Defoe has offen been charged with
having surreptitiously taken the story
of “Robinson -Crusoe” from the papers
of Alexander Selkirk, but the experi-
ences of the real hero and those of the
fictitious one have so e in common
that Defoe seems Indebted for little
more than the suggestion.—Kansas
City Times

Midget and the Bible

My mother had a beautiful cat named
Midget. Midget was not only fas-
tidieus when it came to eating, but
would sleep mnowhere but on the
_famfly Bible. My “mother left the
Bible on the kitchen table one night,
and Midget, leaving her place In the
parior,- where the Bible was kept,
hunted around until she found it, and
there she was found in the

untfl onme moraling she was found
dead—O0. B. Montgopery, In Owr
Dumb Animals.
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Feed a rat an imperfect or in-
sufficient diet and you sharpen
her wits. Drs. Arthur H Smith
and John F. Anderson, who re-
ported their experiments to the
American Psychological assocla-
tion, put a number of female
rats Into a maze and noted the
time they required to effect an
exit. Those which had been
partially starved were quickest
to find their way to freedom
and food, and similaby the
poorly fed rats won the race to
find the way out of a new and
different mnze. When all the
rats were given normal rations
again they were equally adept
in solving the puzzle. The ex-
periments Indicate that habit
formation is akin to psycho-
logical processés In the body,
according to Drs. Smith and
Anderson, and the results of
these will he presented to the
American Psychological soclety.

“The normal functions of the
organs concerned with the pro-
cess of habit formation are in-
terfered with by the same al-
terations In nutritive conditions
as have been found to bring
about  the well-known disturb-
ances Iin “metabolism, growth

and reproduction.”

How Sense of Smell \
Guides the Insects

Smell In insects, much more highly
developed than in man, seems to play
a leading part in the gulding of thelr
destinies. In .the annual report of
the Smithsonian Institution, Dr. N. E,
McIndoo shows that among bees,
while each’ individual may have its
own odor, it is probably a combina-
tion of these that gives the hive odor,
the recognition of which Is a ruling
power, and Insures that the colony
will hold together and be united In
protection agalnst Interference from
without. Assoclated with this or a
part of it Is the queen odor, which
tells that all is well within the ecolony,
the queen being present. The organs
by which these odors are recognized
have been traced to small pores.
These are scattered or grouped on the
body, and each pore, often protected
by a halr, represents a nerve end-
ing. In their power of discriminating
between foods, greater than in man,
bees and . other Insects are believed
to depend upon smeH rather than)
taste. .

How Katydids “Talk”

The loud shrill noise of the katydid
is made only by the male and is pro-
duced by ralsing and lowering the
wings, Pathfinder Magazine reports.
The noisemaking organs consist of
transparent drum-like structures at
the 'base of the wing covers. The

sound is produced by friction. The |

katydid Is seldom heard except at
night, although occasionally he is
heard in the daytime. The nolse
made In the daytime differs from the
night mote. He is heard most fre-
quently In the early evening. The
notes suggest “ka-ty-did.” Hence
the name. Following each shrill “ka-
ty-did” there is a pause of several
moments. The female answeps with a
chirp. Katydids belong to the grass-
hopper family.

How to Preserve Painting

A member of the staff at the Cos
coran Art gallery, In Washington,
charged with the preservation of the
pictures, says that it |s a most dell-
cate process to endeavor to recon-
struct old paintings which have
elther, through neglect or through the

use of inferior paint or olls, become |

eracked. The painting should be
kept as free as possible from exces-
sive heat, cold or drafts. It may be
wiped over with pure olive ofl ap-
plied with a very soft cloth or cha-
mols.

How Weather Is Foretold

fea. ' The direct route followed by
is somewhat open to question.
way he traded his gray for
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heavily in debt or one equally capable
but ‘not in debt,”which would you pre-
fer? 4 s

A great corpordtion recently made a
statistical survey of common attri-
butes of several hundred salesmen and
discovered the surprising fact that
men heavily in debt seem to accom-
plish more than those without such
financial burden. The explanation is
believed to be only partly that, when
& man owes a large sum of money, he
works hard to get this debt removed.

Still more important is the fact that
8 man heavily in debt is probably a
smart fellow or he wouldnt have suc-
ceeded In Inducing a bank or other in-
stitution to permit him to owe so much
money. This same {Investigation
showed that, while heavy indebtedness
may indicate more than aperage abil-
ity, owing a trifling amount of money

now May 5. On every house that can
boast of a male child is affixed a pole
of bamboo, and floating therefrom are
one or more gaudy/fish made of paper.
The exact number is determined by
the number of boys In the household.
The wind, blowing Into the mouths of
the fish, Inflates them and makes
Pthem writhe anll wriggle with a curi-
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1s almost cértain to indicate just the

opposite. In other words, any man
who can induce you to Iénd him $5,000
must be downright clever, but beware
of the fellow who habitually owes
somebody a mere sqo or $40.—From
the Natlon's Business.

Gestures in Pulpit
Not Pure Eloquence

A néw ald to good preaching has
been discovered, a writer in the Con-
tinent reports.

|
|
1‘

\ Daring the past 'summer a suburban
church asked a church btireau to send
a supply for a certain Sunday. The |
following Monday the clerk of session |
called to tell how much the congrega-
tion @njoyed the preacher of the day.

“That was a fine man you sent,” |
sald he; “the people all sat up and
took notice. His gestures were great; |
he swung his arms and certainly sent
it home. OCan’t you get him again for
next Sunday?”

The minister was called on the
phone and told that the congregation
was 80 well pleased with him that they
would like to have him return’the fol-
lowing Sunday. s

“Well, I'd like to,” sald
think I'll have to refuse. I\liked the
people and enjoyed the but
there was one thing that did not ap-
peal to me; there were too many mos-
quitoes.”

“but I

Mystery of Swastika Sign

The'Swastika’' symbol Which figures
80 largely iIn Japanese decorations is
80 ‘anclent, that its origin is lost in
the mists of obscurity. According to a
writer who has made a special study
of the subject, the device was found
on a “spindle whotl from the third city
of Troy (about 1800 B. O.), and it is
frequent in Greek vases about 600 B.
0" The symbol appears again on
Hindu relics that date back three cen-
turies before Christ, on Mexican and
Peruvian relics, and even on relics
found in prehistoric mounds in Great
lBritaln. The latest guess as to the
origin of the strange device comes
from one Harit Krishma Deb, who
says he belidves it to be “a modifica-
tion of the mode of expressing the an-
clent syllable Om, used in religious
rites. This—a pothook with square
ends—was duplicated, one across the

may be Seventh century India marked
her cattle with it.

Over-Long Sentence
Bdgar A. Bancroft, the famous Chi-
eago lawyer who has been appointed
ambassador to Japan, sald at a Black-
stone luncheon :
“A good diplomat can couch the

in diplomatic language. He is like the
“‘1 told Gobsa Golde,’ sald
wealth, he was too old for me, and so
I wouldn't marry him.”
“"What!* sald her myther.
told bim to his face he was too old?
“*‘Oh, no,’ sald the young beauty,

 matic language. He sald he’d love and

-| cherish me till death, and I told him

be was too young.'”

other, to form the Swastika, munlnxi
‘bringer of blessings’.” However that

young beauty. |
the
young beauty, ‘that, despite his great |

My, but he must have been mad.’ {

| ertson in the Sunday Times, London.

}

ously lifelike motion. The fish are

| supposed to be carp, which in Japan | whom we can without,

are recognized symbols of health and
long life. Other. staffs support pen- |
nants of every color while bunneni
blazoned with heraldic devices float in |
thg wind. Boys of .all ages appear In{
the street In gala attire, some having |

little sabers in their belts, some bear- |

wood, gayly painted and decorated, ‘
and others carrying minlature banners,

Tribute to a Painter

Millals (the painter) told me of &
real and graceful compliment paid him !
by an American who bred horses, |
When Millais had finished the Ameri- |
can’s portrait, he was allowed to see |
it for the first time. TheFe was a long
silence while he gazed at the picture— |
80 long, indeed, that the painter got
anxious. At last the man sald, “I|
bréed horses, and It 18 my habit ev-
ery morning after breakfast to stand |
at a certaln window In my house, and |
the fillles come galloping up 4§t the
sight of me and feed from my hand. |
When I get that plcture home, I
shall stand it at that window, amd I
am very sure the fillies will come gal-*
loping up.”—8Ir Johnson Forbes Rob-

Hopi and Apache Dolls
The bureau of American ethnology
says that the dolls of the Hopl' In-|
dlans are never made of clay, but are’
manufactured from the subterranean |
branch of the cottonwood tree. They |
are not necessarily rain gods, although |
the need of rain i so omnipresent and
these images are coples of certain
idols which appear on raln altars, that
they are sometimes called rain gods
They are, however, not gods, but dolls,
and are made by the parents and
given to the children as playthings.
The dolls of the Apache, as well as
certain other tribes, are often made of
adobe, and are probably used In much
the same way as the Hopl dolls.

“All Fools’ Day” Legend

There Is a tradition among Jews
that the custom of making fools on
the finst of April arose from the fact
that Noah sent out the dove on the
first day of the month corresponding
to our April, before the water had
abated. To perpetuate the memory of |
the deliverance of Noah and his fam-
ily, it was customary on this anniver-
sary to punish persons who had for-
gotten the remarkable circumstances
eonnected with the «<ate, by sending
them on some foollsh errand, similar
to that on which the patriarch sent the
luckless bird from the windows of the
ark.

Turning State’s Evidence

State's evidence Is testimony given
by a person Iimplicated In a crime.
Such evidence is presumed to Inerim-
Inate others. A person who gives such
testimony Is sald to “turn state's evi-
dence.” Usually In such cases there
is a direct or implled promise from' the
authorities not to prunecule’lhixmmm
who testifies for the state. Nuaturally
such Immunity from prosecution Is not
promised by the prosecuting officers
unless there Is lack of suflicient evl- |

truth, even the most unpleasant truth,

‘You |

“he wasn't mad. You see, I used diplo- |

|

| lar Science Monthly.

dence to convict those agalnst whnm'
gm evidence Is directed.—Pathfinder
aguzine,

Fire-Fighting Aid
During many great fires, fire-fighting

| equipment from neighboring citles hu]

proved useless because the threads In |
the hose couplings did not fit the local '
hydrants. In order to remedy this, the |
United States bureau of standhrds has |
perfected a set of tools enablihyg new
threads to be cut on the spot. Fire de-
partments. In many large citles now
are being equipped with these.—Popu-

Inkwell Covers Itself
The annoyance of removing the
cover of an Inkwell every time a pen
is to be used has heen obviated by an
enlous cover that 1s closed by a
small glass ball rolling on a runway,
says Popular Science Monthly, When
a pef Is Inserted the ball is pushed
back easily. As the pen Is removed
the ball rolls forward, closing the well
from dust and air.

Can Move Tall Trees

Tall trees are now successfully
transplanted by meaas of a newly fo-
vented machine.

Traffic in Human Hair
Ninety-nine tors of human halr was

| If that Is true, all parents hawv

Probably the commonest hum
ing1s jealousy. Everyone hass
it, and everyone hates it
and other people. The
in the world and the one wh
one likes is the person who
free from it. There are plenf]
ple to whom we can tell our tre
But if you will stop to thin
are very few (except our &

ness tell our achievements
good fortunes, says the D
You are wise if you brag only
Jeople who are not your eo
In your own line, if you want g
congratulations. Not evel
trqnsparent as the great

bassos, contraltos and sop
sang with him. He was
kind to them all. Other ten
ever, told a different story. M
us havé-the same emotions
carefully as we have learned to
them up. - - R
It is not so strange that ¢
show a perfectly frank and r
Jealousy, and that as they grow
and cleverer you can still se
green-eyed motive for many of |
otherwise inexplicable naughtines
Jealousy, after all, is an offsh
by-instinct of that inevitable
ful instinct to keep the perse
strong and allve and dominant. ¥
child of spirit will give you a me
chase to train his jealousy into & {
possible to live with,
They say that the things you
the most In yourself are the thi
most viciously attack in your

cult task to turn this pa
into ‘a virtye. I suppose you
alyze all gmbitions into various foi
of jealousy. It is a difficult probl
but once recognized,’like all oth
is less hard to meet. One cu ) th
i8 that when by questioning you I
helped the child to find the und
meanness, he Is relieved andy
most grateful to you.

Why Onions Cause Tea
Explained by Scient

Tears are a salty fluid secreted
the eyes to molsten theif
thelr motion and kéep the eyebs
clean. Under normal conditions |
‘tear glands do not secrete more fiu
than cian be taken off by the @
which passes into the nose. But
times, when a person is stricken wi
grief or when particles of forel
matter get in the eyes, the ducts g
unable to carry away the tears §
fast as they are secreted. 'n.“
son then sheds tears—his eyes “wa
ter.” When we cut an onion &
volatile chemical. is released. * Sma
particles, Invisible to the eye, get ol
the eyeballs and cause irritation. In
mediately the tear glands flood th
eyes with tears to wash away thi
objectionable chemical. In some $@
tions of the country there is a b
that if a pin is held between
teeth while peeling onions, the eyes
will not be affected.—Pathfinder Mag:
azine. . .

q *
Why Orange Tree Died
There is one remarkable case |
record of a tree that de i
killed another tree. A clergyman he
a pine tree and an orange tree in B
garden. One spring he noticed that th
orange tree was drooping, and ;.‘ !
ging down he saw that the roots of i
pine, which stood at sowe distane
had twisted round the roots of
orange tree and were 3
death, The offending roots R
twisted' and cut away, and the droe
ing plant revived. But eventually th
orange  tree died. Then on diggin
down at a greater depth it was f
that the pine had attacked the
root lower down and accomplish d
murderous pun»;.gse.
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Aluminum Rivals Steel
Aluminum was erely a )
curlosity a genera®om ago, but "
it is a real rival to copper and
and tlhie center of one of the lan
individual industries. Besides
used in hundreds of household
it is finely ground for making pall
¥s necessary in airplane "’i dir
construction and is used as cab
high tension transmission. The:
put of the industry in 20 years
grown from prothing to hundreds
millions a year. A

Restoring a Lost Art
The radio and the movies have
of tremendous benefit in acquaint
hysterical world with the ben
the process known as “slowing
They have taught people to sit €
for hours at a time, relaxed and sile
Listening was a lost art in this
try until the radio came alo

York Telegraph.
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