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NEWS REVIEW OF -
CURRENT EVENTS

Smith Selects J. J. Raskob,
Big Business Man, as
National Chairman.

By EDWARD W. PICKARD.
HN J. RABKOB, head of the
finance committee of the General

Motors corporation and a resldent of
Delaware, was é&lected chalrman of
the Democratic national committee at
the behest of Gov. Al Smith, He is an
active Cathollc and has given much
money to the church and to the anti-
prohibition cause, but the Presidential
candidate made it plain that he select:
ed him to conduct the campalgn not
for these reasons but because he is a
big business man,

In accepting the chalrmanshlp Mr,
Raskob declared there should be mno
mud-slinging and no pussy-footing in
the campalgn on the part of the Dem-
ocrats, and he was surprisingly out-
spoken as to the wet and dry Issue.

“Governor Smith,” he sald, “as Pres--
ident of these United States, with all
the resources them at his command,
wiil be able to give the people-of the”
United States a pictuore of the real
soclal conditions under the present so-
called prohibition laws:

“If, as a result of careful study, he
ean evolve a plan for the regulation
and control of the liguor question In a
way that will absolutely prevent the
return of the saloon, elimipate boot-
legging, with Its accompanying evils—
graft, corruption, and murder—and re-
store temperate life in our country,
then all falr-minded men must admit
his right, If not his duty, as President
to promulgate such plan and to advo-
cate such changes In our laws and
Constitution as may be necessary for
its adoption. This Is leadership—not
pussy-footing.

“Mud-slinging always makes more
enemles than friends. I shounld like to
pledge every speaker and worker for
our cause to constructive policles. -

“In our business life today we sue-
ceed by constructive work and by hav-
Ing better goods to sell than our com-
petitors. There is every reasom why
the Demoecratic party should follow
this construcilve business policy in
this campalign. This is our job, Let
others sling the mud.”

Col. Herbert P, Lehman, New York
banker, succeeded Jesse Jones as
chalrman of the finance commlitee of
the national committee. James W.
Gerard and Charles A. Greathouse
were re-elected treasprer and secre-
tary respectively. Haskob was author-
Ized to appoint an advisory campaign
committee and selacted as chairman of
that body Benator Peter Gerry of
Rhode Island, who had rather expeéct-
ed to be made chalrman of the nation-
sl committee. The five pational vice
chalrmen chosen were: Frank Hague
of New Jersey, Govy, Harry Byrd of
Virginia, former Congressman Scott
Ferris of Oklahoma, former Gov. Mra
Nellie Tayloe Ross of Wyoming, and
Mrs. Florence (. Farley of Kansas. It
was decided that mailn headquarters
shounld be In New York city, but that
Governor Byrd should have special
headquarters In Richmond, since the
eampalign In Virginia Is expected to be
quite Important.

HOUGH Al Smith, In conference
with - his

ty, In national convention In Chicago,
was not won over to his support. In-
stead it selected as Its candidate for

the Republican -candidate recelved 43
votes on the declding ballot.

HKRBEBT HOOVER, who already
has sent to Presldent Coolldge
his resignation as secretary of com-
merce, left Washington Saturday for
the West. Oo-the way he held confer-
ences with party leaders of several sec-
tlons, and he spent Sunday afternoon
with Vice President Dawes In Evans
ton, considering the dificultles that
confront the Illinols Republicans, due
largely to the wet sentiment In Chi-
cago and Cook county. Mr, Hoover's
further plans Included a two-days'
vieit with President and Mrs. Coolldge
on the Brule river Tn Wisconsin and
continuation of his trip to California,
with a brief stop in Omaha. The noti-
fication ceremony is now scheduled for
August 11 at Leland Stanford uni-
versity, and“at that time, Mr. Hoover
says, he will outline his position on
farm rellef. Senator Curtis is to be
notified of his nomination for the vice
presidency on the evenlng of August
10 at his home in Topeka, Kan.

Natlonal Chairman Work, in reor-
ganizing the party machinery, Is ar-
ranging to more authority than
ever before to the national committee-
men and state organizations. Senator
Moses of New Hampshire has been ap-
pointed “contact man" for the ticket
In the northeastern seaboard_states
and, as Chalrman Work explained, will
undertake “the organization and direc-
tion of the service of plan and policy
for the eastern campalgn."

HEN the dirigible Italia met with
disaster In the polar reglon three
of the survivors, Dr. Finn Malmgren,
meteorologist ; Capt. Alberto Mariano,
pllot, and Capt. Filippo Zappi, navi-
gutor, started on foot in an effort to
reach the mainland, Wednesday of
last week, 42 days later, & Runssian
aviator discovered the lttle party on
the ice flpes, but was unable to land.
Next day the Russian Icebreaker
Krassin reached the group and res-
cued Mariane and Zappl, but found
that Malmgren had been dead about a
month, his body having been warried
along by his half-frozen apd starving
companions. The icebreaker, as soon
a8 it had rescued the two Itallans,
again turned Its prow toward the east
and a few hours later reached and
rescned the five men who had been
left by Noblle near Foyn Island.
MONG the bhalf-dozen victlms of
alrplane accidents during the
week was Morris Titterington, Inventor
of the earth Inductor compass which
Lindbergh used on .hils transatlantic
flight and of other safety devices for
alrplanes. He and Mra. Patricla An-
drews, a pupil, were killed when thelr
plane erashed near Snyders, Pa, In &
storm,

Despite the various storfes to the
effect that Captaln Loewensteln land-
ed alive In some way or another from
his plane and is In biding, the Belgian
court  that Investigated (he case de-
clded that the famous Belgian finan-
cler really fell Into the sea and is
dead. The Insurance companles re-
fused to pay until proof of death was.
given and the capitalist’s family sta-
tioned boats along both coasts of the
English channel to get the body If it

United States this year.

NE of the worst gea disasters of

six members of the crew, Including
Capt. Willlam Boos of Pelham Manor,
the owner, and Mrs. Boos, were plcked
up by the oll tanker Tuscarora and
brought back to New York. An at-
tempt to tow the schooner In falled
and she was abandoned.

SRCRE’I‘M!! EELIXOGG'S proposed
pact to outlaw war s well on Its
way to acceplance by all the powers to
which It was submitted. Germany has
already sent a favorable reply, and
last week the French ministerial
council authorized Forelgn Minister
Briand to notify Mr. Kellogg of
France's unconditional acceptance of
the tgeaty In Its present form, slnce
his revised suggestions showed a con-
slderate Interpretation of France's
repervations In respect to her connec-
tion with the Locarno pact and the
League of Nations. This action fol-
lowed a purley In Geneva by Sir Cecll
Hurst, M. Fromageot and Herr Ganss,
representing, respectively, Great Brit-
ain, France and Germany.

Another conference In Geneva, held
under the auspfées of the League of
Nations, agreed upon the general
abolishment of trade restrictions, with
a few exceptioms. An American dele-
gation was present Dut there s no
Indication that the United States will
consent to abolish its tariff.
HOS‘I‘ILITIEB .between Paraguay

and Bollvia are sald to be Imml-
nent following the breakdown of nego-
tiations for a peaceful settle: tof the
boundary dispute by a commisslon that
has been sitting In Ruenos Alres for
some time. It was reported that a vin
tual state of war existed on the frontier,
to which Bolivian troops had been
sent. Fallure of the negotiations was
due to Bolivia's refusal to dismantle
the forts In the disputed zone,

BEADERS of the Chinese National-
ists held an elght-duy conference in
Nanking with 150 provincial officials,
and proposals looking to the complete
governmental and finnncial unification
of China were adopted These In-
clade detalled regulations, seeking im-
provement of the country's financlal
administration, elimination of graft,
Incregsed authority for the finance

Jrujulstr_v. and other regulations look-

Ing to the development of China's re-
sources and trade.
lNVEsTIGATION of Mepublican pa-
tronage In Georgia, conducted by a
senate subcommittee, revealed that
postmasters, whether Republican or
Demoeratic, had been In the habit of
contributing from their salarles to the
Republican state party. fund. Some
of the witnesses more than Intimated
that they were virtoally compelled to
make the contributions, while others
snld the money was not “demanded”
but that they were told the gift of §
per cent of the salary was customary,
In Mississipp! a federal grand jury is
inquiring Into Republican methods of
distributing federal patronage and
about two hundred postmasters as-
sembled in Blloxi to give evidence,

INCREASING speculation In stocks
in Wall street is causing the fed-
eral reserve board a lot of worry and
some method of checking it and avert-
ing a great crash is belng sought. Last
week a step In that direction was
takep wheo the Chicage and New
York Federal Reserve banks Increased

the rediscount rite from 4% .to § per.

cent. It was expected this example
wonld be Tollowed by the other ‘re-
serve banks The Chicago actlon re-
sulted In a wild break In prices on
the New York exchange, , declines
ranging from 1 to 18 points, wiping
out millions of paper profits.

Charies E. Mitchell, president of the
National City bank of New York, in a
recent warning sald that the beavy
borrowing of the banks through redis-
counting and their relending of the
money on stotk and bond collateral,
which ls not rediscountable at the re-
serve banks, are redocing the liquid-
Ity of the banks and creating & situa-
tion which, If not actoally dangerous,
reflects a trend that Is enfortunate.

LKS; In national convention In
Miami, Fia., elected Murray Hul-
bert of New York ag grand exalted
ruler for the ensping year. They vot-
ed to establish = $20,000,000 trust
edu-,

« Once'n source’ of juvenile joy, the
queer little “ground puppy,” that for
bis gize can dig a hole as fast as any
“reg’lar pup,” the Porto Rican mole
ericket has become a full-grown dog—
the kind that every neighbor wants to
shoot., f

From
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the southern border of Geor-

through Bouth Carolinsa snd s far

as Wilmington, the mole ericket
constani-
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by the ericket were recelved from the
coastal section of Georgla s few
years prior tn 1000,

Now the cricket appears 100 miles
inland from the coast, with n rate of
speed of about 25 miles a year along
the const and slightly less toward the
Interfor. Principal damage resulfs
from burrowing, which disturbs deli-
ente root growth =and cnuses moll
moisture lo evaporate.
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(Prepared by the Natlonal Geogra
Bociety, Washington, D. C.)

FGHANISTAN, one of the most

secluded of the larger coun-

trles of Asla, has come more

Into world consclousness In re-
cent months than ever before because
of the visit of its king and queen to
Europe. Until this' ocession these
monarchs had never been outside their
native land, and their trip through
Europe was made up of a serles of
amazing edventuresa. A journey by an
American through Afghanirtan would
be little less amazing.

Authorities differ as to the exact
origin of the Afghans, but the old
theory that they are of Semitic extrac-
tion is now discredited; It seems more
probable that they are merely a mix-
tue of Turanian tribes, developed here
through many centuries of raids, ml-
grations, and tribal changes,

In physical appearance the Afghan
is a sort of Turco-Iranian type, the
minor tribal divielons in the east of
the country showing aiso a mixture of
Indian blood. (The name “Afghan,”
or “Agwan,” is of comparatively re
cent upsage.)

The culture of the country Is largely
Perslan; but an eager desire for learn-
Ing 1s Innate in every Afghan, and of
late years mot only Indian, but also
British, culture and customs have be
gun to Influence the better classes of
the people.

The Afghans call thelr language
“Pushtoo,” For officlal matters, how-
ever, the Perslan Idlom is used and
understood over most of the country.
The Turkish and Mongolian tribes in
western and central Afghanistan speak
their own tongoves. The ruling Amir
knows Persian, some Pushtoo and
Tuorkish. .

Foreign newspapers, most of them
coming from India, are most carefully
read at the amir's court, where they
arp trarslated by hired stodents
trained In India. The amir delights
in iilustrated newspapers and is him
self a fairly good photographer. .

Jealous of Harem.

The Afghan 1s motoriously )nlrmn
of his harem, and few, Indeed, are
the men of the outside world who have
ever looked on the face of an Alghan
waman of the towns, With the desert
women, wives and daughters of the
nofoads; It 1a different ; the Koran per
mits them to go onvelled. - The bréak-
ing of this custom by the queen on
ber rfécent Journey was deplored by
many Moslems.

The Afghan works no more than Is
abgolutely necessary to make his lv-
ing. The uvpper classes conelder it
their privilege to explolt the poor, and
the burden of taxatfon Is very beavy.

As for entertalnment, the people, es
pecially the wealthy. are fond of
games and of sports. Hunting, horse
racing, wrestling matches, and gym-
nastic games are popular. Recently,
football and tennis have been adopted
by the upper-class youngsters of Ka-
bul. Ram fights, cock-fighting, and
even fights between male quall, are
favorite diversions, and throughout
all Afghanistan dancing is Induiged
in and the public declamnation of bal

phie

lads is warmly applavded.
Every better-class Afghan owns a
piano, {imported ‘from Bembay, which.

ith one finger, keeping his
loud pedal constantly.
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European hats and oniforms of all

siylea, Imported tn quantities from

3 A Caravan In the Khyber Pass. . o

Afghani stan

g fr
Indis, are often worn In the most sin-
gular combinations,

The typleal national dress of the
Afghan consists of a long-talled cal-
lco shirt, white pants, leather shoes or
boots, and a tanned sheep-skin coat
elaborately embroldered with yellow
slik; this coat Is sometimes replaced

‘by a long toga of red-cleth, .

Three kinds of beadgear are cus
tomary. Some wear a low, many-col
ored cap; others & blue or white tur-
ban, which is frequently gold-embrold-
ered with a flap hanging down behind
to protect the neck from the sun. In
some provinces men wear the kullah,
& colored cap that looks llke a Tork-
Ish fes, which widens toward the top.

In the house and at work women
wear long calico shirts, wide, colored
pants like the men, and head-cloths
above gold-embroldered capa. Thelr
street dress conslsts of long, wide
pants and a blue or black overdress,
the costume belng completed by a
loose garmeni that covers the bead
and upper part of the body, just al-
lowing the eyes to look through a lat-
ticed Insert like a strip of mosquito
bar, The feet are stuck In large red
slippers.

Meager Bill of Fare.

The bill of fare of the Afghan 1s
very simple and reflects the poverty
of the country. Bread, fruits, vege-
tables, tea, sweet milk, sour milk, and
cheese are the main foods. Rice, mot-
ton, fowl, and sweets cooked in varl-
ous ways are found on the tables of
the well-to-do. The average Afghan
bas no particular fondness for wine
or epirita,

Tobacco ratsed In the land Is of In-
ferior quality ; the better sorts are Im-
ported from Russia, Indla and Egypt
The Amir Habibullah Khan always
had a good private stock of Havana
cigars. Both young snd old people
take snuff,

Tea, sweetened and unsweetened, Is
the favorite drink and is consumed In
prodigious quantitieh When you go
to se¢ an Afghan, you can hardiy es
cape before swallowing four or fve
cupfuls of tea; It le, therefore, no
trifilog gastronomic feal to pay sev-
eral visits In one afternoon, the more
0 If the polite host (with a view of
bonaring the weaters guesis) has the
tea served In big Russian glasses.

. The right hand Is always ubed In
eating and drioking, the left hand be-
ing considered unclean. %

Dogs, though numerous and useful,
are looked upon as unclean, and pious
people never touch them.

Animals that go badiy lame om the
march or camels that get snowbound
in the mountain passes are abandoned
to thelr fate. Afghans pever kill such
apimals, as we wight do, to put them
out of their misery. They believe that
the lives of all living thiogs are In the
hands of Allab, and that foan sins If
be presumes to Interfere with the su-
preme will. Afghans will mot even
kill fleas or other vermin;

(@ by D.J Walahs

E doctor's ear had just driven

away from Poker Chip ranch.
This plciuresque pame had
Jeen bestoved by its young pur-
chasers chiefly with an eye to the sen-
eation it would create as a letterbead
In eastern corr-spondence back bome.
Charlotte J'owman, unprofessional
nurse, looked 1 her six feet ope-half
inch of patient und sighed. There was
something distinctly wrong with o
world where fne, upstanding young
men with bright, goid-flecked green
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~—one of those conceits at which the
Swiss are so adept—the strains of the
“Miserere™ floated out falol and fairy-
Iike in tinkling melody.

For two successive days the sick
man's temperature mounted and upon
the third reached 105%. Then he
went out of his head and babbled of

Though they had always Deen most
confidential, Charloite did not men
tion these facts to ber friend Nor

out usonoticed, as she thoaght,
to the bouse and read »

shadows there loomed up a stalwart
silhovette.

Armly.

Before the protest was well out of
her mouth she was lifted up and balf
across the [itle pond

“No, indeed!™ returned Chariotte

ihifs

v
i

d

°F
I |

1
A

",
M

4
il

s
L §
. :vv?’a._

iy

:

I

i
I

17

g
E

|

b
E

g
i
i

F

i
H
fi

1
¥
i

41F
523
il

|
:

He
il
i
Hig

j
:

;
’

i
B
:

i}
i
i

E3E0
‘Eii
Hi
i

i;

i
1,
:

li;il*filliii';

THIGH

ii I;!i!s
i

5
Hi




