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HAPPENNINGS OF THE

NEWS REVIEW OF
“CURRENT EVENTS

President's Law Enforce-
. ment Commission Begins
Its Great Investigation.

By EDWARD W, PICKARD

RESIDENT HOOVER'S commls-

slon on law enforcement has been
appointed and Is about to begin its
momentous task of Inves ting the
evils and failures of federal judiclal
procedure. The President’s selections
for membership on thils important
body have met with warm approval.
Its chalrman 1s George W. Wicker-
sham, attorney general of the United
Btates during the Taft administration.
The others are Frank J. Loesch, as-
sistant state’'s attorney of Chicago;
‘William 8. Kenyon of Iowa, United
Btates clreult Jjudge; Newton D.
Baker of Cleveland, secretary of war
under Wilson; Roscoe Pound, dean of
the Harvard law school; Willlam A.
Grubb of Alabama, United States dis-
trict judge; Paul J, McCormick of
Callfornla, United States district
Judge; Kenneth R. Mackintosh of
Seattle, former chief justice of the
Washington state Supreme court;
Monte M. Lemann, president of the
Loulslana Bar assoclation; Henry W,
Anderson of Richmond Va., United
Btates member of Mexican claims com-
mission, and Miss Ada L. Comstock,
president of Radcliffe college, Boston,

With the exception of Miss Com-
stock, every one of these is an emi-
nent lawyer, and three of them,
Loesch, Baker and Pound, have had
speclal experlence In crime Investiga-
tion. The one woman on the commis-
slon Is also the sole representative of
the lalty, and some regret has been
expressed that there Is no one to share
with her this great responsibility.
INot one of the members has been ac-
tively Identified with elther the wets
or the drys, although Judge Eenyon
is generally regarded as the champion
of the prohibitionists, Three of the
cohmissioners, Baker, Grubb and
Lemann, are Democrats.

Though the scope of the commis-
slon's activities is by no means llm-
ited to Inquiry Into enforcement of
the prohibition laws, this phase of the
Investigation is looked upon as the
most important and it is certaln to be
the most Interesting to the people of
America. Already the ‘dry and wet
organizations are marshaling their
forces and preparing to present be-
fore the commission all the facts and
arguments at thelr command. Mr,
Hoover invited the members of the
cdmmission to eat luncheon at the
White House and listen to his outline
of the scope and purposes of thelr in-
quiry.

RAILROADS of the country won a
great victory when the Buprome
court of the United 'States handed
down its decision In the famous Bt
Louis & O'Fallon rallroad case which
on behalf of that obscure little coal
road had been fought through all the
courts. The immediate object was to
have set aside an order issued by the
Interstate. commerce commission call-
ing for a refund of a part of its earn-
iogs, coming under what 1s known as
the recapture clause of the transpor-
tation act, permitting rallronds to re-
taln one-half of their earnings In ex-
cess of 6 per cent, and requiring them
to pay over to the government the
other half.

Reversing a lower court decision
and annulling the order, the Supreme
court decided that the Interstate com-
merce commission must revise Its
whole method of valuing raiiroads to
reach a basls for rate making. Years
of work by the commission must be
done over agaln In full or In part
Present values and the cost of re
placements must be consldered by the
eommission In setting the basis of
rallroad compensation, the court ruled.
This replaces the 1019 valuation now
used by the commission. Justices
Brandels, Holmes ‘and Stone dis-
sented.

At first it wgs belleved this decision
would bring about higher passenger
and freight rates, but later this was
denled. The Immediate effect on the
New York Stock exchange was star-

|the export debenture scheme
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tling. Prices of rall stock soared with
a rush of buylng orders, but the ad-
vances were cut in half by liguidation
in industrial stocks,

ORMER SENATOR IRVINE L.

LENROOT'S appolntment to a fed-
eral' judgeshlp was finally confirmed
by the senate despite the determined
opposition of a number of radleals
Soon thereafter a newspaper pub-
lished what purported to be the roll
cull by which this action was taken in
executive session, and this stirred up
a row that has resulted in the barring
of news service reporters from the
floor of the senate. This step was
taken by the rules committee and re-
ported to the senate with a resolution
censuring the unnamed senator or
senate employee who had disclosed
the roll call. After considerable dis-
cusslon, Vice Presldent Curtis an-
nounced that while news service re-
porters have been accorded the priv-
{lege of the floor “by courtesy for half
a century or more,” the rule specify-
Ing the persons entitled to admission
will be rigidly enforced in tfie future.

OLLOWING Colonel Lindbergh's

flight In his amphibian plane to
North Haven, Maine, carrying his
flancee, Anne Morrow ; her mother and
two sisters, the news developed that
the youngest of the girls, Constance,
had received extortion letters threat-
enlng her life if $50,000 were not paid
to the writer. Constance got two of
these notes at Milton academy, West-
wood, Mass, where she Is a sopho-
more. Attempts to catch the extor-
tioner by a decoy package falled, and
at this writing his or her identity
has not,been discovered. For several
days the Morrow family, heavily goard-
ed by speclal officers, remalned on
their North Haven estate, and then
Colonel Lindbergh took them all to
New York in his plane. .

—_—

OVERNOR'S ISLAND and part of
the financlal district of New

York were theoretically devastated by:

bombe dropped by the army's huge

'Keystone bomber which made a mon-

stop flight of 600 miles from the head-
quarters of the army alr maneuyers
at Fairfield, Ohlo. Next day the
bomber returned to the metropolis ac-
companied by a smaller biplane from

wh!.t':hI.t:wullllt:eunrl‘l:lllyl'!tilel.cdr

while in fiight.
NE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-
SIX clergymen, éducators and
leaders of religious thought in Great
Britaln and American have issued

-what iz entitled “A British-American

Messagé to the Churches and to All
It 19 an ap-

expregses the hope that all war may
soon be abolished. The signers pledge
themselves to accept in spirit and in

ferees continued in deadl

senate's farm rellef measure, the
publican members of the house tried
to fix up thelr tariff bill so it would

be assured of passage. There was a |

lot of log rolling and various trades
were engineered. It was sald dutles
would be placed on hides, leather and
shoes. and these on a number of farm
products increased. Every effort was
belng made by the leaders to prevent
a vote on the floor of the
amendments for a
proposed duty on
restoration of cement,
and lumber to the
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stimulate the use of corn In the man-
ufacture of alcohol,
. In the matter of the farm rellef

measure, the house conferees were In-
sistent that there be no vote In the

task In persuading the senate to mc-
cept the bill with that feature omitted.

ECENT disclosureas of the activi-

tles of the International Paper
and Power company in financing news-
| papers, made during the investigation
by the federal trade commission,. in-
‘spired Senator George Norris of Ne-
braska to dellver in the senate a
| long address in which he urged legls-
Intion to prevent the acquisition of
newspapers by public utilities con-
cerns and to curb the expansion of
such corporations. The Nebraskan
scored President Hoover for putting
Lenroot on the federal customs ap-
peals bench, and bitterly denounced
Samuel Insull, the Chicago ~ public
otility magnate.

Mr. Norris sald he belleved every
newspaper in the country has had the
opportunity to sell out to the “power
trust,” the exlstence of which he has
been declaring for years, and passlon-
ately pleaded with publishers to re-
Ject the offers of the power magnates
8o that the country might have a free
press. i

HILE and Peru are Immensely re-

leved by the settlement of the
ol® Tacna-Arica dispute, which was
formally announced Iin Washington,
The agreement reached was that pro-
posed by Presldent Hoover. Under
ilts terms Tacna 1s awarded to Peru
and Arica to Chile. The city of Arica,
the only port of call for steamers on
the Tacna-Arlea coastline, 1s award-
 ed to Chile, but Peru is to have the
. rights of a free port there. Chile has
| agreed to erect a rallroad station, a
b custom house, and a whart at Arics
for the use of Peru. Chile also agrees
to pay Peru $8,000,000,

Bolivia, which had hoped for an
outlet to the sea through the port of
Arica, alone Is dissatisfled with the
settlement.

-+

OOR old China seems to be on the
verge of another great clvil war.
Gen. Chiang Kal-shek, head of the Na-

allles stated that their limit had been
il -y
REIGN ministers of tha littls en-

arbitration was signed and the other
treaties among the nations were pro-
longed. The nations all entered pro-
test agalnst any reduction of repara-
tions amounts. :
EATHS of the week Included
those of Earl Roseberry, veteran

Use of Hollow Wires
i  Ends Voltage Leakage

!} Leakage, long the bugbear of long-
Mu‘;au:muhmmm
electricity, s being stopped with the
pse of hollow wires. .
Tubes, instead of solid metal, have
been found to decrease the losses of
energy which heretofore = presented
themhltpmbl_emlnmﬂm;m
mnder great pressure.

*  Electrielty, it is explained, finds Its
most afficient medinm for travel In
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(@ by D. J. Walsh.)

NEAMILY Anetha arcse from

among the gay striped plliows

of the swing, with her finger

between two pages of the
“Story of Phllosophy,” sauntered down
among the peonles to the mall box In
which she had a few minutes before
uninterestedly seen the rural earrier
deposit her duy's mall. She scanned
the headlines of the metropolitan daily
she “took,” them glanced at four em-
velopes which constituted the rest of
the contents of the box. One con-
tained the announcement of & church
meeting, the second the village mil-
llner's invitation to her “opening,” the
third a book list from a New York
publisher, The fourth was only &
“letter.” It was addressed In the
sprawling, distingnished echirography
of her cousin's wife. Back agaln on
the swing she read the letter.

“Anetha, dear, Mark has some
things to talk over with you—business
connected with your estate. He is
just recovering from rather a nasty
bout with flu, and he wondered if you
might not be prevalled on to come
here and save him a trip to Green Cen-
ter. I'd love having you! For a week,
a month, a year, as long as you could
endure us. Oceans of things golng on.
How do you ever endure Green Center
all the year round? Devotedly, Clarice,
P. 8. A dinner dress or two, a little
sports costume and a street ensemble
will be about all you will want In the
way of clothes. Why not get anything
you need here In the city?”

“The cream of the matter Is In the
posteript, of course,” murmured An-
stha, “Translated it would be, ‘For
goodness’ sake have some decent
lothes and don't disgrace me.'™ She
began tapping with her foot as she
glanced over the letter a second time.
“Must [ go?" she asked, and then,
staring with unseeing eyes over to a
landscape that three minutes before
had enchanted her with Its Maytime.
lovellness, she answered her own ques-
ilon. She must go. And early yellow
roses, peonles, new-leaved elms, an
adorable sigpe of green lawn and a
sparkling rua fringed with bluets and
spring beauties, lost for her all their
savor. Her spring was spoliled.

8he got up, picked up the pillows
against which she had leaned, tucked
the “SBtory of Philosophy” under ber
irm with letters and newspapers, and
went Into the still, sun-bathed house
She called up Miss Bertha and exacts
#d a promise of three days' sewing
She wrote a brief acceptance of
Clarice's and Mark’s “most kind Invi-
tation.” She dressed and drove the
mlle to Main street, bought the *little
sports sults” and materfal for three
iinner dresses. She tried on‘hats for
an hour, selected three, went home.

Competently banishing sternly from
her rebelling mind the glories of May,
she was enforcedly ignoring, she went
through the next three days supervis
Ing Miss Bertha, getting house and
garden ready to leave for a week

“You'll have a perfectly grand
time!"” fervently assured Miss Bertha.

Anetha shivered. She was trying
on a dinner gown of soft black lace
and at the shiver Miss Bertha waxed
Indignant. “'Course you'll have a
grand time! ‘Course, you will! And
you sure deserve it. Didn't you stay
home all those years with the old
folks? There was your grandmother
—she lived to be ningty:three, didn't
she? Then come your father, "n’ thea
your aunts, Miss Allce an’ Misd Mary,
You deserve a good time If any one
gver dld!”

“But—but—I'm too old at forty
three, to adapt myself. Yoo know,
Miss Bertha, Mark and Clarice are col-
lege graduates; thelr friends are col-
lege graduates. They are educated,
cultored people. I dldn't go to the
university that fall I planned to.
Grandmother broke her hip, you may
remember. I bad about a year here
at our little college before it was
moved, and that's all, you see.”

Miss Bertha scoffed. “You always
got a book, I notlee. An’ you act ed-
ueated. That's what counts. Say,
now, that irregular hemline sets you
oft fine! You 'n' me got good ldeas
sbout the kind of things that looks
right, If I do say It mysell."

Thoughtfully Anetha regarded ber
slim reflection (n the sewing-room
mirror. “I couldn't bear to go and
buy & lot of things In a great confus-
ing strange store,” she sald. “But I
may be making a mistake. Clarice
will be distrait if I am not smart
Well, perhaps she will let me off from

o8,

But Clarice did not let her off from
parties. “My dear, your clothes have
an air!” The city lady after one keen
glance at Anetha In the black Ince was
exultant. “You are so lodividual, and
yet you are right”

There were business conferences
with Mark at first and then Clarice
gave a dinner party In hooor of “Miss

to luncheons, teas. Anetha ut these
felt as If she were reading a novel,
And she confessed to Mark, “I've al-
wuys been so out of lfe I-am afrald
to open my mouth.”

“You needn't be,” Mark observed
with his bit of charming, dry swlle.

The day came for the meeting of the
Club of Upiversity Graduates.

“Do let me stay at home with
Mark,” pleaded Anetha.

“Oh, Anetha!” Clarice was tragic.

And so Anetha faced the lions. Uni-
versity graduatea! Depr d, appre-
henslve, Anetha followed Clarice into

where these bright souls foregatheredl.
Charming they were, their clothes,
their voices, their bright welcoming
glances, to Anetha's life-starved eyes.
The subject for the day's meeting was
a certaln great novelist recently de-
censed. A pretty, but spent-looking
woman read an Indubltably learned
paper. She candldly confessed at lis
conclusion she had had ber husband's
secretary copy parts of a recent maga-
zine article. She was simply too
rushed to get up a really good paper
herself, She was almost tearfol here.
“Now, let's,” she coocluded more
cheerfully, “have a general discussion.
Everybody can say something about
this writer, surely!"

A pause.

Then the president owned: *“Well,
I just don't remember a thing about
him. Of course, 1 had him In college.
But 1 don't have time to keep my
stodying up as I'd like to. There are
S0 many meetings, so many worthy
charities, drives, politics and so on, so
many really important things.™ !

“That's just the way It s with me”
one sald, then another.

Clarice came to the rescue of the
discussion. “Anetha,” she sald, “I saw
you reading one of this man’s books
last night. Tell us about L™

Hesitating, flushing, paling, Anetha |
began. Somebody beside ber pushed
her to ber ‘feet and after ooe miser-
able moment she went on. She had
been deeply moved by this man's work.
she gaid, and told why. She spoke of
one book after another, its theme, its
tragic beauty. She forgot herseif. for-
got her “lack of advantages.” forgol
the beautifully gowned women before
her. She was in her own library again.
reading. reading, while sbe stayed
with the “old pecpie.” When she sat
down—she did oot feel at all
“through™—gloved bands aspplanded,
pretty eyea sparkled with admiration.
“l wish you bad heard her!™ bub-
bled Clarice to Mark st digner that
great day.

“I'm not surprised,”™ Mark said 1
sometimes think it's we, belng swept
along in the middle of the current that
are out of things. Anetha in the calm
deep water at the side has a chance
to swim and enjoy the view while she
does It!™

“She's eoming back to give a talk
oa Conrad pext winter,” Clarice an-
oounced happily.

“Did bave a grand time, didn't ye™
Miss Bertha triompbed. “Educated!

the sumptuous hotel banquet room |,

You want to be, an’ yoa ot th' time,
s0o you are! Greem Center alot so |
bad!™

Why Net?

A certain restaurant famous for its
excellent cooking and bad service wus
patronized by a middieaged man aod
his little son.

They sat down at = table and
plcked up the menu. Having selected
the dishes they fancied, the futher
looked around for a waiter, while his
son endeavored [o assuage the pangs |
of hunger by devouring bread.

At.the end of five minutes’ steady .
mun¢hing the small boy had exhausted
his supply of bread and his patience,
too.

“Daddie,” be said, clutchiog his
ther's sleeve, “why don't you kick up
a row like you would at bhome?™—
Weekly Scotsman.

Always Fellow lnstructions ‘
Sharpa (radle expert)—What eon
earth are you grinding up that cvp
per wire for? |
Dulle (radio novice)—Well, I'm put-
ting In my radio set and the blue
print says a good groand wire is the
most lmportant thing about the In
stallation.

lnquisitive New Maid

“Is Mrs. Rise at home? inguired
Mrs. Chatters, standing la the shadow
of the doorway.

*l don't koow, ma‘am,” the new
maid replled. “1 can’t tell till 1 get a
better look at you If you've got a
wart oo the side of your nose, she's
oot.”

Why He Was at Fault

Auto Tourlst—1 clearly bad the
right of way when this man ran Into
me, and yet you say | was fo blame.

Local OfMcer—You certainly were

Autolst—Why?

f.ocal Oficer—Becnuse his father is
mayor, his brother Is chlef of police,
and | go with his sister,

The Fickle Mob
The mob has oelther judgment por
princlple—ready to bawl at night for
the reverse of what ls desired In the

Sinclair of Green Center.” They went

morning.—Taclius

Passenger-Carrying Whesfoarrows in Szechwan.

by the Natfomal
Society. Washingteon. D. T3

the great republic bas so many in-
habitants.

There IS a most [ntensive, If primf-

:

one-half that of the state of Texas,
Add to this cvadition his lack of
scientifie knowledge and the primitive
implements with which e lubors, as
weil as the necessity of securing and
retarning to the suil, as fertilizers, all
that e reaps from [t remember, also,
that rice, his chief cereal crop, is the

most difficuit of all cereals to produce, |

especially in a country where the hills
must be terraced and water lifted to
in the paddy deids, and it becomes
evident that the Szechwan farmer's
sk I8 sext to impossible and s ac-
compiishment little short of & miracie,
Rich Sail and Plenty of Rain.

He is, however, favored with s tem»
perate climate all the year and a
saturally rich soil, an atmosphefe
saturated with moisture, an abondnnt
raiofall, aod a pever-failing supply of
water for irvigation from the meiting
S00wWs oo the mountain pear by.

He produces pearly every vegetabie
and grain found I our mariket and
others to which we are struagers. The
fruits that are ours are his asiso
Apples are few and poer In quality,

He knows Uttle of the sclence of
gardening, but much of Iits method
By Interplanting, espectally beans and
pears, which bhe knows lmpreves the
quality of the soll; by ¢rop rotation,
which he knows locreases his yield,
and by Intensive fertilizing acd the
sowlng of veteh in the fallow seasom,
he manages to keep his Helds rich
and ralses from two to six crops a8
He has made Szechwan known
as the Gardeo of Asia, the land where
famine never comes.

The tenant farmer pays his rent
with the major portion of his rice,

which is the master crop and his chief
concern and Joy In life. In the early
spring he plows his paddy fSelds, aed
then prays for rains to flood them,
offering Incense to the god of the gar
den, whose shrine Is built near by.
When rain and gods faull him, he
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Returning once more to the Big rond
pussing without comment Iits
towns and cities, located about ten
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