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HAPPENNINGS OF THE WEEK

NEWS REVIEW OF
CURRENT EVENTS

Progress of the Farm Relief
Measure—MacDonald Now
British Prime Minister.
By EDWARD W. PICKARD

OW known as the agricultural

marketing act, the farm relief bill
rame out of conference last week and
was then accepted by both the house
and senate, It was scheduled to be in
the hands of DPresldent Hoover for
gignature about June 12. From the
bill as modified the export debenture
plan was omlitted, all the conferees ex-
rept Senators Norris of Nebraska and
Bmith of South Carolina voting for
thls course, On other features the
measure represents a compromise be-
tween the senate and house bills, the
essential points of the latter being re-
talned. Provision is made for a farm
board composed of the secretary of the
treasury and elght members appointed
by the President at salarles of $12,000.
The President will deslgnate the chalr-
man of this board. Commodity advis-
ory courncils are to be set up to advise
the board on methods of dealing with
erop surpluges.

Commodity stabilization corpora-
tons, all the stock of which Is owned
by co-operatives, are authorized to buy,
store, and market surplus commodi-
tles, The stabilization corporations will
be able to obtaln loans from a $500,-
pO0,000 revolving fund at the dis-
posal of the farm board. Only such
part of this fund ns congress appro-
priates “vill be Immediately avallable.
The boarl may make loans for the
bandling of crop surpluses and also
for the purchase of warehouses and
other physical market facilities and
may make advances to co-operatives
for various purposes, including loans
for Insurance agalnst price decline.
The board may fix the terms of the
loans, the Interest rate belng limited
to an amount approximating the rate
on outstanding government securities.

President Hoover let it be known
that the sdministratior would ask con-
gress to appropriate, before recessing,
a8 much as $100,000,000 from the half
billion fund authorized, with a view
to having it avallable for handling
the wheat surplus. Department of
agriculture experts sald this Immedi-
ate appropriation should be $200,000,-
000, for they belleved more than half
that sum would be needed for wheat
elone, the price of which has fallen
very low. This doe§ not mean neces-
parily that the entire amount will be
loaned to the wheat stabllization cor-
poration to be set up by co-operatives
with the approval of the farm board.
Bome of the supporters of the Hoover
farm rellef program belleve that If a
stahbilizetion corporation buys as much
as 25,000,000 or 50,000,000 bushels of
wheat it will have a tremendous effect
on the market, provided it Is known
that the corporation can borrow un-
limited additional funds from the farm
board.

ENATOR SMOOT, chairman of the
senate finance committee, an-
pounced the make-up of the four
groups of subcommittees which will
consider various schedules of the tariff
bitt. They are to-hold hearings simui-
taneously, beginning June 13. The free
list and administrative provisions will
be handled by the full committee.
Paris industrial newspapers urge the
French parliament to find some means
of erecting retaliatory tarlff barriers
against United States products. In-
deed, throughout most of Europe there
is deep resentment ngainst the pro-
posed American tarlff measure. The
presidents of the European chambers
of commerce In a report stated that
the policy of the United States is ln-
comprehensible “if one considers Its
Bnancial requirements,” for this coun-
try is not only Europe’s creditor but
also is the holder of the greater part
of the world's gold; and if American
ports are closed to European merchan-
dise the debtor countries are cut off
from their only means of raising money
to settle thelr debts,

RESIDENT HOOVER in a message
to congress asked that the senale
and house appoint a select committee
to study the matter of concentrating

and reorganizing the bureaus charged
with enforcement of the dry laws In
co-operation with his special commis-
slon on law enforcement. At the same
time the Treasury department nan-
nounced the opening of a new drive
to stop liquor smuggling In the Detroit
orea,

ASBSAGE of the census and reap-

portionment bill was accomplished
in the house, but only after the ma-
jority leaders had freed the measure
from negro disfranchisement and allen
excluslon amendments that threatened
to bring ahout Its defeat. The final
vote was 272 to 103,

ERMAN reparatlons are now up

to the governments of the allled
nations and Germany, for the commis-
slon of experts has concluded Its great
task with the ndoption of the Yeung
plan, the maln features of which were
glven In these columns n week ago.
Seventeen weeks of nerve wracking
discusslon thus came to an end, and
while it could not be sald every one
was satisfled, all at least were re-
lieved,

“Well, are you glad It Is over?
some one asked Dr. Hjafmnr Schacht,
the chlef German delegate.

“Who would be glad over the pros-
pect of paylng $487,000,000 in the next
thirty-seven years and then not be
through?" he snapped back.

The Belgian representatives at a
creditors’ meeting In Parls announced
that they would accept the German
offer for settlement of the Belgian
clalms for compensation of the Belgian
worthless German marks unloaded in
Belgium during the war. This settle-
ment is to be negotiated directly be-
tween Germany and Belgium and must
be completed before the Young plan
goes Into effect next September 1.

In Berlln It Is thought that a politi-
cal conference will be called in July
to sanction the report of the experts
and to take up the question of evacua-
tion of the Rhineland.

President Hoover and Secretary of
State Stimson cabled their congratula-
tions to Messrs, Young, Morgan, Per-
kins and Lamont, the Americans on
the experts’ commission who really
brought about the settlement.

AMSAY MACDONALD, chief of

the Labor party, s now prime
minister 6f Great Britain and his cab-
inet has been sworn In. Stanley Bald-
win handed In his resignation Tues-
day and the king immediately sum-
moned MacDonald to form a new gov-
ernment. He submitted the names of
the principal members of his cabinet
and they were approved by his ma}-
esty, who sat up In bed and chatted
and joked with the nmew prime min-
ister for a hour, for they are very
good friends.

It wns reported in London that
Lloyd George was wllling to give the
Laborites the support of his Liberal
followlng on condition that an electoral
reform bill be Introduced and no real-
Iy contentious legislation, such as
widespread nationallzation schemes,
be proposed, The question of the min-
ing Industry may present difficulties
in which the Laborites and the Lib-
ernls cannot agree. The biggest mat-
ter on which they are agreed Is un-
employment rellef. The schemes of
both parties include large appropria-
tions for bullding of new houses, slum
clearnnce, drainage of land and rec-
lamation, construction of new roads,
electrification and reorganization of
the railways, and afforestation on a
wide scale. In foreign affalrs the LIb-
erals an1 Laborites are in complete
accord.

HREE months in jail are not
enough for the puhishment of
Harry F. Sinclalr, the oll magnate,
The Supreme Court of the United
Btates last week unanlmously upheld
the decislon of the Distriet of Colum-
bla Supreme court which sentenced
Sinclair to serve six months in jail
for hiring detectives to shadow the
jury in the first Fall-S8inclair criminal
conspiracy trial almost two years ago.
Henry Mason Day, vice president of
the Sinclair Exploration company and
Sinclair's personal representative in
the shadowlng of the jury, must serve
2 jail sentence of four months WII-
liam J. Burns, head of the detective
agency which supplied the detectives,
was sentenced to serve 15 days at the
same time Sinclair and Day were
sentenced by Justice Frederick I. 2id-
dons. The Supreme court reversed
the Burns sentence, but permitted s

fine of §1,000, imposed on
Sherman Burns, secretary
tective agency, to stand.

HARLES G. DAWES, our new am-

bassador to the Court of Bt
James, sailed for Fngland after a
final conference with President Hoover
and Secretary Stimson., On June 26
General Dawes is to recelve the de-
gree of doctor of civil law from Ox-
ford university.

hts
of

OLONEL AND MRS, LINDBERGH
finally were found, not by re-
porters but by a steamer captain who
discovered the moneymooners aboard
Lindy's express crulser Mouette when
he helped moor the craft at a pler at
Block Island. The Mouelte was pur-
chased by the colonei just before his
wedding, and he and his bride boarded
it at-a-lonely spot on the Long Island
shore, Tuesday the lttle craft put
to sea agaln, spparently headed for
the Maine coast, and aguin Lindy
dodged the press and camera men by
golng around Cape Cod Instead of
through the ecanal. Newspaper re-
ports sald a plece of canvas was
draped over the stern of the Mouette,
hiding its name, and coast guards in

‘| Boston declured the colonel for this

reason was Incurring the danger of
being fired on by thelr patrol boats.

WHILE the Shriners were gather-
ing In Los Angeles for their an-
nual -meeting and joy(est, the Suprema
court in Washington handed down an
oplnlon that gives the negro organiza-
tlon known as the Ancient Egyptian
Arable Order of Nobles of the Mystic
Shrine the right to contiove the use
of its name and Insignia. White
shriners in Texas had objected to the
activities of the negro organization
and to Its Insignia. They won In the
lower courts. Justice Van Devanter
in delivering the opinion, to which no
dissent was announced, sald the white
shriners by thelr fallure to object
within a reasonable time had lost
their right to act.

ORTERS and maids in the employ

of the Pullman company have won
their three years' struggle for higher
pay, having been given a wage In-
crease of $5 a month and various im-
provements Iin working conditions.
The agreement was reached in a con-
ference between officlals of the com-
pany and 21 elected representatives
of the 12,000 porters tnd maids. The
Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters
was ignored by the company.

Big bullding operations in Chleago
were held up for several days by a
strike of the bridge and structural
fron workers, in which the architec-
tural iron workers jolned. The former
demanded a wage scule of §13 a day,
an Increase of $1. This was soon
agreed to by the Steel Erectors’ asso-
clation, but the Iron league held out
longer.

'HOUSANDS of Itallans who lived

on the slopes of Mt. Vesuvius were
driven from theilr homes when that
voleano Indulged In another big erup-
tion and poured rivers of lava down
its sides. The property damage was
Immense but the loss of life was kept
to a minimum by the precautionary
steps of the nauthorities, Tourlsts
were prohibited from approaching the
danger zone.

HOUGH the Vatican and the Ital-

lan government last week ex-
changed ratifications of the Lateran
pact, the relations between Plus XI
and Premler Mussolinl are not cor-
dial, The duce addressed the parlia-

1 ment recently on the treaty, and tha

pope, In a letter to Cardinal Gasparrl,
characterizes the dictator's speeches
as “heretical, modernistic, ponderous-
Iy erudite but full of errors and In-

exact.” ‘The letter Indicates that
there may be a long period of disputes
over detalls and expresses the

church's resentment of the fact that
the state's bills giving effect to the
Lateran treaty are not concelved In
the same spirit as that pact.

—_—

OBLE BRANDON JUDAH has re

signed as ambassador to Cuba;
and Dr. Hubert Work has resigned
as chairman of the Republican na-
tional committee. There were rumors
that. Work thought he had been ig-
nored by the Hoover administration,
but the correspondence between him
and the President contalned no hint
of this.

Long-Time Forecasts
of Rain Possibility

The possibility of charting accurate
rainfall forecasts for years in advance
bas led Dr. Dinsmore Alter, professor
of astronomy at the University of
Kansas, to plan a year's study of Brit-
lsh rainfall records.

Several of his test predictions, com-
puted mathematically from statistical
reports, have correlated so exactly
with actual rainfall that he belleves
further dats will expedite the making

of serious, possibly perfectly accurate,
long-time forecasts.

With data from six places on the
British Isles, covering years from 1834
to 1924, Doctor Alter has computed a
periodogram with a dozen or more
peaks. When the four principal peaks
were applled to actual data, the re-
sulting chart of departure from nor-
mal rainfall was found to follow close-
Iy the actual charted departures.

Many of Doctor Alter's test predic-
tions up to 1040 have been published
by the United States weather bureaun.

.

He has written several papers on pe-
rlodicity in rainfall, basing his studies
on records from the Pacific coast of
North America, Chile, S8iberia, Austra-
lla, Jamalca, Madagascar and the Pun-

before, and actually oeccurred to »
greater extent than predicted. His
forecast deficlency for this year was
borne out by reports showing an ac
tual deficlency of 50 per cent for the
first three mooths

ANNE
GETS A
JOLT

(@ by D. J. Walsh.)

NNE SCOTT was working at
her “yellow sheets" that morn-
ing when she happened ‘to
glance up and find the eyes of
Miss Waterman, her superior in the
stock room, fixed upon her. "Miss Wa-
terman had bright black eyes, and at
that instant they held something that
was so much more noticeable than
brightness or lackness that Anne was
startled. She thought, “Bunny hates
me.” Bunny was the name that Miss
Waterman went by in the big factory;
there was no reason for it other than
that Lucia Hooper had once given
Anne: *“She nlbbles—when you aren't
looking.® It came to Anne that she
had caught Miss Waterman nibbling
now—nibbling Anne herself.

Anne's glance escaped instantly and
returned to her work. That morning
the superintendent had sent in a com-
mand for 200 dozen to fill the blg or-
der. The work was going on with a
rush, and Anne was checking up as
fast as she could with care. A single
mistake might entall lots of trouble,
even the loss of her job. And she
wanted so much to keep her Job. The
money she earned was more necessary
now than ever since ber mother had
had that fliness.

But that look of Bunoy's—that nib-
bling look! *“She hates me,” thought
Anne again. *But why?”

At that instant Roland Wight came
into the room, Anne kept her eyes
down and pretented not to see him.
Yet somehow she knew that he was
there, knew, too that he was looking
at her, knew that Mlss Waterman was
looking at him with that curious
bright, blackness of her eyes. She
could see just how he pauted, irreso-
lute, then turned toward Miss Water-
man. She could hear them talking in
low tones.

“Nine and seventeen—are twenty-
six,” Anne sald to her pencil and bent
her head lower. But she could not
help hearing the tones of the two In
the room behind her. All the racket
of the factory couldn't drown them.

“They're quarreling,” she thought.
“Elght and nineteen are—"

Miss Waterman was angry. Roland
gently pacific. But at last he went
out rather suddenly. Anne could bear
Miss Waterman come close behind
her, breathlng hard. She felt pncom-
fortable, as If she were about to be
struck, but she kept on figuring.

“If you make a single mistake," sald
Misg Waterman, tersely. “Tll—I'll see
that you're discharged.”

Anpe lifted her head. Her gray,
stlll eyes met the bright black ones.
She smiled.

#0Oh, I shan't make a mistake,” she
replied. “You know, that's the one
thing I'm really sure of—the maultl-
plication table.”

Miss Waterman jerked. But she
went away silent. As her solld,
blocky figure receded Anne looked aft-
er her contritely.

“Oh, what made me say thnt?" she
sighed to herself. For Miss Water-
man was stupld at figures and only
held her job by sheer force of will
power and experience. Anne had
pricked her with a particolarly sharp
little pln, and fear of the effect she
might produce troubled her.

The other person In the stock room
had, In her usual way, kept out of all
this. Mrs. Keene was middle-aged
with a son in college, a fine young-
ster, a year or so older than Anne.
Indeed, Anpe thought him one of the
picest, If not quite the nicest, young
fellow that she had ever met. And
his mother was good to her, Mrs
Keene was one of those calm, sensi-
ble little women who go about lght-
ing the way for the ignorant nnd Io-
experienced. Anne looked at her wist-
fully, and as soon as Miss Waterman
was out of the room for an instant
she ran across to where Mrs. Keepne
was at work.

“I've done something to offend Bun
—Miss Waterman,” Anne whispered.
“] ean't think what it is. 1 wish I
could. Haven't you an idea?”

Mrs. Keene turned and looked Into
Anne's honest, questioning eyes. She
looked deep. But still she did not
speak.

“Do you suppose she Isn't having
good luck with her love affalr with
Roland Wight?" asked Anne. “Still, |
don't see what I've got to do with It
if she Isn't.”

Mrs. Keene smiled and tocked back
a loose strand of Anne's bair.

“You haven't anything to do with
it, I can see that,” she replied. Then
she retorned abruptly to her work as
Miss Waterman came troftiog In.

Anne puzzled about the matter till
business drove It out of her head. It
was business first every (ime with
Anne.

At noon as she came out of the door
Roland Wight stepped op lo her.

“Come on, Anne, bave lunch with
me today at the Rialto, won't you?”
he pleaded.

Anpe looked at him In her direet
way. He was rather nice and a sub-
boss, but she had no mind to lunch
with bim In so publlic a place as the
Rlalto, or.anywhere else, for that mat-
ter. She shook bher head, trying to be
kind.

*No, I'm golng home,” she sald, and
sped away. Over her shoulder she
could see him drop his head, see also
that Miss Waterman, following close
behind, saw him also.

When Anne entered the stock room
after lunch she waa ten minutes late,
&nd breathless. There had been mn
errand to do for her mother und she
bad lost time on the way.

The fnstant she saw Miss Water-
man’s face she knew that something
had happened, or was about to bap-
pen. In her hand she held Anne's
own “yellow sheets,” and ber hand
trembled.

“I can't put up with such work mns
this any longer,” she sald, pantingly.
“I've passed over your blunders ns
long as I can, or Will. And so 1 have
told Mr. Deavenport. I showed” him
these figures. And he wants to see
you in his private office.”

Anne turned white, She glanced at
the place where Mrs, Keene ought to
be, but Mrs. Keene was absent. She
was given to slck headaches, and evl-
dently an attack had come on sudden-
ly and kept her away. Anne felt that
she had not a friend to stand by her.

“Let me see what's wrong,"” she
pleaded.

But Miss Waterman kept the sheets
back. It came to Anne like a flash
that the figures had been tampered
with. Counld JMiss Waterman have
done_it? But who else was there who
would? She remembered that “nib-
bling™ look in Bunny's eyes, which she
had caught that morning, and shiv-
ered.

“You can go right straight to Alr.
Deavenport,” sald Miss Waterman.

Mr. Deavenport was the “big boss,”
who had mercy for no one who was
careless, Anne felt that It was all vp
with her. And she had been so proud
of her job, so happy to think that she
could help out at home with that $10
a week. Her lips quivered. She
looked Into the bright, blackness of
Miss Waterman's eyes and sighed—a
beaten, miserable little sigh. Then
she turned and went out of the room.

It was not far to Mr. Deavenport's
room and she had to pass through
the blig office to get there. Joe Hut-
ton sprang to open the door for her.

“Good luck!" he whispered. He
didn't know what was coming. Anne
smiled weakly and went In.

She marched stralght up to the desk
where Mr. Deavenport sat, her eyes
steady though her lips were white
Miss Marsh, his private secretary,
glanced at her curlously.

“Miss \Waterman tells me you're
been having a little trouble with your
figures,” Mr, Deavenport sald. *1 sup-
pose you've done the best you could?”

“Yes, sir!" Tears sprang. Anne
winked them back. “I'm sorry,” she
gulped

Mr.
stant.

“I've been thinking for some time of
taking you out of the stock room and
putting you In the office out there”
he said. “Would you like 113"

Anne's eyes opened wide. She could
only say, though with emphnsis:
“Oh, yes, sir!"

Mr. Deavenport came as near (o
snilling as he ever did.

“All right, then. You go to Joe
Hutton and tell him I sent you. And
tell him also to put you on the pay
roll for twenty per.”

He turned to his desk, apparently
not heeding Anne's stammered thanks.

.Deannport studied her an In-

-But Miss Marsh smiled congratula-

tions.

Educational Theories

“Humanism” was the name given to
that phase of the Renalssance In Italy
which consisted in a renewed study of
the so-called “humanities”—the Latin
and Greek classics. The word Is oft-
en used for Lhe theory of educa
which clalms that a stody of the class- 7
fes 1s the best means fof & well-round-
ed and broad culture. often takes
the form of a protest against the
scroppiness of a training based upon
a too exclusive devotion to natural sci-
ence. The term “humanism™ was ap-
plied more recently to the Oxford
movement, which Is based on the the-
ory that man is the measure of all
things.

Pests Cure Paralysis

A certaln type of mosquito, accord-
ing to J. F. Marshall, director of the
British Mosquito Control Institute at
Hayling 1slaod, has been found to core
paralysis in some cases. The experi-
ments conducted consisted of Inducing
the Insect to bite a patient suffering
from malaria. ‘Then It was induced to
bite a general paralysis patient. Par-
tial and complete cures were effected

Penny’s Odd Pesition
A savings account of 1 cent In an
lowa bank cannot be withdrawn be-
cause the bank has suspended. The
penny -was left from an old account
through error, and some day may
draw inlerest.

Herd of Elk In Rocky

(Prepared by the Natlonal Geographle
Hoclety, Washington, D. C.)

Tlll-: days of wild animals In any
region are numbered whenever
man takes possession of It. This
is shown most plainly by the his-
tory of wild creatures In North Amer-
lea. At the time of its discovery and
occupation by Europeans, (his contl-
nent and the bordering seas teemed
with an almost Incredible profusion of
lurge mammallan life. The hordes of
game animals which roamed the pri-
meval forests and plaing of this con-
tinent were the marvel of early ex:
plorers and have been equaled in hils-
toric times only In Afriea,
. Even beyond the limit of trees, on
the desolate Arctic barrens, vast herds
containing hundreds of thousands of
caribou, drifted from one feeding
ground to_anotler, sharing their range
with numberless smaller companles of
musk-oxen, Southward from the Arc-
tic barrens, In the neighboring for-
ests of spruce, lamarack, birches, and
aspens, were multitudes of woodland
caribou and moose, Still farther
south, In the superb forests of eastern
North America. and ranging thence
over the limitless open plalns of the
West, were untold millions of buffalo,
elk, and white-talled deer, with the
prong-horned antelope replacing the
white-talls on the western plains.

With this profusion of large game,
which afforded. a' superabundance of
feed, there was n corresponding abun-
dance n{rlnrge carnivores, ns  wolves,
coyotes, black nnd grizzly bears, moun-
taln llons, and Iynxes. DBlack bears
were everywhere except In the open
plalps, and numerous specles of
grizziles occupled all the mountainous
western pnrt of the continent.

Fur-bearers, Including beavers,
muskrats, land-otters, sea-otters, fish-
ers, martens, minks, foxes, and others,
were so plentiful in the New world
thot Immediately after the coloniza-
tion of the United States and Canada
a large part of the world's supply of
furs was obtained here,

The wealth of mammal life In the
sens nlong the shore of North America
almost equaled that on the land. On
the east coast there were many mil-
lions of harp and hooded seals and
walruses, while the Greenland right
and other whales were extremely abun-
dant. On the west const were millions
of fur senls, sen-lions, sea-elephants,
and_walruses, with_an_equal abun-
dance of whales and hundreds of thou-
sands of sen-otters.

When Game Was Abundant.

Many of the chroniclers dealing with
explorations and life on the frontler
during the early period of the occupa-
tion of America gave Interesting de-
talls concerning the game animals,
Allouez says that in 1680, between
.ake Erie and Lake Michigan the
rlep were filled with an incredible
r of bears, wapltl, white-tailed
., sand turkeys, on which the
wolves made flerce war. He adds that
on & pumber of occasions this game
was so little wild that it was neces
sary to fire shols to protect the party
from it. DPerrot states that during the
winter of 1870-1671, 2,400 moose wera
soared on the Great Manitoulln Island.
at the head of Lake Huron. Other
travelers, even down to the last cen-
tury, give similar accounts of the
abundance of game.

The original buffslo herds have been
estimated to have containzd from 30,
000,000 to 90,000,000 an/mals, and In
1870 it waa estimated that about 5,
500,000 still survived. A number of
men now living were privileged to see
some of the great perds of the West
before they were Onally destroyed.

It s probable that antelope were
even more abundant on the plains
than were buffalo. Tle latter, being
large and black, were fto be seen at
great distances, wherens the smaller
“camouflaged” animals might be
passed by unnoticed.

The wealth of animnl life found by
our forehears was one of the grest

Mountain Foothills,

naturnl resvurces of the New world.
Although freeiy drawn upon from the
first, the stock was little depleted up
to within n century. Duriug the last
one hundred years, however, the rapid-
Iy Incressing occupation of the contl-
nent and other enuses, together with
n steadlly Incrensing commercial de-
mapd fir anlmal products, have bad
an appalling effect. The buffalo, elk
and antelupe me reduced to a pltiful
fraction of thelr former countless
oumbers.

Practically all other Iarge game has
alurmingly decreased, and Its exter-
mination has been partly stayed only
by the recent enforcement of protecs
tive lawe. It Is quite true that the
presence of wild buffalo, for Instance,
In any region occupied for farming
and stock-ralsing purposes Ils Incom-
patible for such use. Thus the ester-
mination of the bison as a denizen of
our western plains was Inevitable. The
destruction, however, of these noble
game animals by millions for thelr
hides only furnishes .o notable ex-
ample of the wanton usefulness which
has heretofore largely characterized
the handling of our wild life.

A like disregard for the future has
been shown In the pursuit of the sea
mommals, The whaling and sealing
Industries are very anclent, extend-
Ing bhack for a thousand years or
more ; but the greatest and most ruth-
less destruction of the whales and
seals has come within the last cen-
lury, especlally through the use of
steamships and bomb-guns. Without
ndequate Internationnl  protection,
there Is grave danger that the most
valuable of these sen mammals will
e exterminated. The fur seal and
the sea-elephant are pearly or quite
gone,

In Prehistoric Times.

The fossll beds of the Great Plains
and other parts of the West contain
eloquent proofs of the richness and
variety of mammal life on this con-
tinent at different periods in the past.
Perhaps the most wonderful of all
these anclent faunas was that re-
venled by the bones of birds and
mammals which had been trapped in
the asphalt plts discovered not many
yenrs ago In the outskirts of Los An-
geles, Calif. These bones show that
pHor to“the arrival of the present
fauna the plalns of southern Call-
fornla swarmed with an astonishing
wenlth of strange birds and beasts.

The most notable of these are saber-
toothed tigers; lions much larger than
those of Africa; glant wolves; sev-
eral kinds of bears, Including the hoge
cave bears, even larger than the gi-
gantic brown bears of Alaska; large
wild horses; camels, bison (uniike

of a fox; mastodons, mammoths with
tusks 15 feet long; glant ground
sloths ; In addition to mapy other spe-
cles, large and small.

With these amazing mammals were
equally strange birds, (ncluding,
among numercus birds of prey, a gli-
ant vultorellke species (far larger
than any condor), peacocks, and
many others.

The geologically recent existence of
this now vanished fauna Is evidenced
by the presence in the asphait pits of
bones of the gray fox, the mountaln
lion, the close relative of the bobeat
and coyote, as well as the condor,
which still frequent that region, and
thus link the past with the present.
The only traces of the ancient wvege-
tation discovered In these asphalt pits
are a pine ond two species of juniper,
which are members of the existing
flora.

There s reason for believing that
primitive man occupled Californla and
other parts of the West during at
least the Iatter part of the peried
when the fauna of the asphait pits
still fourished. The folk-lore of the
locally restricted California Indians
contains detciled descriptions of a
beast which ls unmistakably a bison,
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our buffalo); tiny aotelope, the size
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