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| WEEKLY NEWS ANALYSIS BY JOSEPH W. LaBINE

New Deal Will Seek Re-election
On ‘More-of-Same’ Platform;
Compromise Seems Impossible

mre those of the news snalyst and

Rel d by Western N
POLITICS:
Pronouncement
e s
:iir.hr_m z:“muld the past six
years!

This was a campaign speech,
thought members of the American
Retailers assoclation who heard
Franklin Roosevelt's first pro-
nouncement of New Deal policy in
five months. Ordinarily such re-
marks are not surprising, but 1939
is a crucial legislative-political year
in which the groundwork is laid for
next year's election, and in which
White House and congress must
adopt and set in motion the program
on which they will stand for re-
election. The inevitable program:
More spending, “no concessions to
business, no balancing of the budget.

A big national debt is nothing to
lear, said the Pregident, because
part of it is offset by debts owed
to the government through loans
made on a “business basis” by fed-
eral lending agencies. Another part
is invested in federally owned en-
terprises (like Boulder dam) which
will pay out over & period of years.
Generally speaking, he thought that

with nagtional income increasing
steadily,/a $40,000,000 debt would not

be big relation to the country’s
assets.
Mr. elt's gpeech proved a

meaty bone on which New Dealers,
conservatives and congress could
gnaw, 8 timely White House state-
ment which gave direction to a
heretofore vague political picture:
Congress. A spending spree suc-
ceeded the
economy campaign a&s house con-
ferees approved the $1,218,668,000
agricultural appropriations bill car-
rying $338,000,000 in unbudgeted |
grants to farmers. Sentiment rose
high for a $500,000,000 public works
appropriation,

(EDITOR'S NOTE—When opinions sre expressed im ihese columnms, they

once  highly vaunted |

nvot necessarlly of this newspaper.)
Union,

majority will be paying taxes to pay
ﬁl;nﬂtoﬂn(amanmlsrdhm—

owning (government) bonds."
Significance. Mr. Roosevelt'

abashed over its record since
first underwater craft failed to
up 25 years ago.

life in five U, S, accidents is 139;
in six British accidents, 217; three
Japanese, 215; two French, 108;
three Russian, 170.

Reason for being abashed: Italy,
thie world's No. 1 submarine power,

; _!u.l mnmd but one disaster.

MISSOURI:

|| Nephew Jim

Stone walls do not always make
a prison. The walls of Alcatraz and
Terminal island which have held Al
Capone seven years did not stop his
syndicate from ruling Chicago’s un-
derworld. Nor will the 15-month
sentence at Leavenworth {facing
Eansas City's "“Boss"” Tom Pender-
gast keep that hearty away from
Missouri politics. Convicted for
evading federal income taxes, Tom
Pendergast finds himself back where
he started the day he inherited Kan-
sas City's political machine from
Brother Jim Pendergast. Today an-
other Jim Pendergast—old Jim's
son—is running the show while his
uncle languishes in prison.

Looking ahead, Missouri politi-
clans find that 1940 brings elections
for a governor to succeed Lloyd C,

| LABOR:

Borrowed Leaf

‘In 1803 a Danbury, Conn., hatmak-
firm sued United Hatters of

RePU POW GIRDLER
Maschied C. 1. 0. for 2% million.
hoglery makers to enter the latest
in & series of cross suits growing
out of the “Little Steel” strike in
1937. As if to answer one suit,
which demands $2,500,000 in back
wages and damages from Republic,
Tom Girdler’s company retaliated
by demanding $2,500,000 damages,
costs and ‘attorneys’ fees. Trebled
under the Claypool act, the total suit
runs to, $7,500,000.

Chief values of the suit appear to
be (1) neutrglizing the damage
claims made against Republic by C.
1. O, and (2) ing national at-
tention on ineffectual employer-
employee relations at a time when
congress would just as soon adjourn
without amending the Wagner labor
act. Though he matched this set-
back by signing up coal miners in
Kentucky's heretofore unorganized
bloody Harlan county, John Lewis
healed no wounds by allowing 13,000
employees to strike at Detroit's
Briggs body manufacturing plant.
Within 24 hours 65,000 workmen in
assembly lines dependent upon
Briggs bodies were idle.

EUROPE:
Parallels

Some- 30 years ago was born a |

fearsome triple entente designed to
safeguard peace. Its members:
Rusgia, France and Britain, Mean-
‘while Italy was joining the Austro-
German alliance and Europe's pow-

President Wades

Bruckart’s M _D_iluc

Into Political

Buzz Saw on Argentine Beef Deal

WASHINGTON.—When I was a
kid on the farm, my father used to

to me exactly what it did to
oak or hickory. Many times
those days, I have thought of
wisdom of those warnings as
plied to other acts of life. And,
other day, I thought of how much
trouble President Roosevelt could

dent's stalwart supporters not only
recognize that he got his hands bad-
ly mangled in the saw, but that he

hates, the New Dealers
the President.

Facts of Argentine
Corned Beef Affair

Briefly, the facts are these:

Pursuant to law, the secretary of
the navy called for offers to sell
| the navy certain quantities of sup-
plies, including 48,000 pounds of
canned corned beef. ‘- The law says
that government agencies must
award the contracts to the lowest
responsible bidder—the bidder re-
garded as able to fulfill the require-
ments of the navy. There is, how-
| ‘ever, another law that says, in sub-
| stance, the government must award
the contracts to a firm of citizens of
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country.
Navy officers feil there
siderable difference, but
unwilling to assume
for what some critics might say was
the “Buy American"
d o mo!
epartment state
and Secre-
You see,
ving his own
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Affair Costs Mr. Roosevelt Dearly in Personal and Political
Prestige; Executive’s Explanation Never Caught Up
With His Original Statement About Transaction.

By WILLIAM BRUCKART
WNTU Service, National Press Bldg., Washingion, D.

c.

And it is to be remembered,
that Mr. Rooseveit has been

transaction. - Eventually, however,
Mlnlmmamthn about the award leaked

senators from the cattle country
were denouncing his action and one
whole day was occupied in the house
of representatives where the Presi-
dent's political body was torn limb
from limb.

The heat of the battle became so
great that the house committee on

BE

Explanation Never Caught
Up With Original Statement
M:miuh?ht h‘l:nutnlt
sought meant
the ﬂ:t?;nni that Argentine
quality.
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