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- The plan to smuggle “Teddy” to the speakers’ platform is told here for the first time.
By ELMO SCOTT WATSON

(Released by Western Newspaper Union.)
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THE work of preparing for the 1939 national convention

in Chicago's Coliseum, scene of the nomination of three
Presidents of the United States, has brought to light a new
chapter in American presidential history. It is the story of a
plan to smuggle ‘“Teddy” Roosevelt into the regular Repub-
lican convention back in 1912, which, if it had succeeded,
might well have changed the course of events in this country

during the last 25 years.

The story was told for the
first time recently by Charles
R. Hall, veteran manager of
the Coliseum, while he and
Philip-W:- Collins; -executive
vice president of the Legion
convention corporation, were
making arrangements for the
big gathering of thousands of
Legionnaises from all parts
of the country in that historic
convention hall on September
25. The incident has addi-
tional interest because of the
fact that a prominent figure
at the 1939 session will be
“Teddy’s" son, Col. Theodore
Roosevelt, who helped organ-
ize the Legion just 20 years
ago. Bearing his credentials
as a delegate he will walk, un-
hampered, into the very hall
which his father was kept
from entering by the use of
barbed wire!

But, let Charles R. Hall,
who was one of the 1912 “plot-
ters,” tell the story himself:

“The Democratic party at Bal-
timore already had nominated
Woodrow Wilson and Thomas R.
Marshall when the regular Re-
publican convention opened in the
Coliseum on June 18. Although
the logical thing for the Repub-
licans to do was to renominate
William Howard Taft, who was
just completing hig term as Pres-
ident, there was an undercurrent
of dissatisfaction with the record
which Taft had made in the White
House. And there was repeated
talk of ‘Teddy’ Roosevelt—still a
magic name for vote-getting. So
the sessions dragged along while
the delegates debated in their
minds whether or not to renomi-
nate Taft.

“While the convention marked
time, I was approached by the
late George W. Porter, a Chicago
capitalist, who was a strong
Roosevelt supporter.

* ‘Roosevelt is in Chicago,” he
whispered to me. ‘Could you get
him into the convention unseen?’

“My answer was: ‘Of course!
I'll put him on the front of 1he
platform, right beside the chair-
man of the convention.’

“ "What'll you charge?’ Porter
wanted to know.

“ ‘Hell's Bells!" I answered,
“You don’t think I'd charge for
giving those convention delegates
the thrill of seeing Teddy, do
you?’

“But the very next day I found
out that news of our ‘plot’ had
leaked out. The sergeant-at-arms
of the convention ordered me to
stretch rolls of barbed wire along
the footlights in front of the
speaker’s platform. I guess they

ht we were going to have
“Teddy’ planted on the floor of
the convention, start a demon-
stration and then rush him up
the center aisle and on to the
platform.

“They didn't know that their
barbed wire wouldn't have
stopped “T. R.' if we had gone
through with our plan. I was go-
ing to admit him through a secret
outer door, rush him into a tunnel
entrance a few feet away and then
through the tunnel and up a short
flight of steps. When he hit the
top step, he would have been be-
hind their barbed wire, directly
facing every delegate in the

-'uhe'haddmlhnt.hmﬂg
have stampeded the delegates,

declared Phil Collins, to ‘whom
Mr. Hall was relating the inci-
dent. “I remember what hap-
pened at that convention—a wom-
an delegate mentioned Roose-

|~ velt's name-and i started-a-dem- —

onstration which lasted for two
hours before it could be
stopped.”

“There's not a doubt about it,"
agreed Mr. Hall. “I've often
wondered why the plan was nev-
er carried through. All I know is
that George Porter and his
friends dropped the matter. 1
never asked him why and he nev-
er volunteered the information.
. . . But I wish they had gone
ahead. I was ready for my part
in it™

As the 73-year-old Coliseum man-
ager fingered an old-fashioned
scarf-pin in his tie, he continued:
“Maybe if they had gone ahead I
wouldn’'t have had this pin. You
see, it was given to me by ‘Ted-
dy' himself. But that was six
weeks later when the ‘Bull Moas-

Libby prison and move it to the
city on the lake as a Civil war
museum. Prominent in this
movement was the Chicago his-
torian and collector, C. F. Gun-
ther,

The work of moving the prison
from Richmond to Chicago be-
gan in December, 1888. Each

useutmwwncmbygcm-
apeake & Ohio railway. The pris-

|.on_was _rebuilt

-on the site
present Coliseum, and re-opened
a5 a war museum on Sepiember
21, 1889 (just 50 years and four
days before the opening of this
year’s Legion convention!) Ap-
propriately enough, its first meet-
ing was_ a G. A. R. reunion.
Meanwhile a massive battlement,
which was designed to provide a
flashy “front'’ for the museum,

.was built along the Wabash ave-
nue side of the transplanted pris-
on from stone that was quarried
within the Chicago city limits of
that time.

Charles E. Hall, veteran manager of the Coliseum, looks over the
official badges of some of the national nominating conventions held in
that building. He is wearing a scarfpin presented to him by Theodore
Roosevelt after the National Progressive convention in 1912,

ers’ met in the Coliseum and
pominated Roosevelt and Sen. Hi-
ram Johnson of California as
their candidates on the Progres-

sive party ticket. 4
In addition to contributing this
“now-it-can-be-told"”” item fto

American political history, the
veteran manager of the Coliseum
is also an authority on another
story which links this building
with another historic structure.
That was the famous Libby pris-
on in Richmond, Va., of Civil
war days which was moved to
Chicago, piece by piece, 50 years
ago, and rebuilt on the present
rite of the Coliseum.

During the Civil war Libby was
known as the “Palace Prison of
the Confederacy” where 40,000
Union soldiers, most of them offi-
cers, were confined. The main
prison was originally a tobacco
warehouse, made of 13-inch
bricks which were brought to this
country from England. While
plans for the Chicago World's fair
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stone wall which was its “front”

Mr. Hall recalls. *‘But even in

a group of men to meet in P,
and discuss the morale of the
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American troops.
‘“We held the meeting
rale. Afterwards, at a dinner,
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“The Paris meeting went off
splendid shape. Everyone was in-
terested and enthusiastic. All
units were represented, and pri-
vates as well as generals were
delegates. Incidentally, there was
no trouble in getting dehnl.e;h::

“Meanwhile, I returned to this
country, and with some other vet-
erans, arranged for a caucus, We
rented an office in New York city
and got in touch with ex-service
men in every state, asking them
to organize the soldiers and sail-
ors in their community, elect del-
egates and come to St. Louis on
May 8, 1919.

“The first order of business
was the election of a permanent
chairman. We selected Col. Hen-
ry D. Lindsley of Texas, a South-
ern Democrat, thereby giving the
lie to those who said it was to be
a Republican organization, Next,
we confirmed actions taken
by the Paris caucus, such as the
selection of the name, American
Legion, and adopted a declara-
tion of faith and a temporary con-
stitution. We provided an organ-
ization to carry on until the fall,
when the first real convention
was called in Minneapolis. There
representatives of both Paris and
8t. Louis meetings would be, and
the American Legion could take
final form.

“At Minneapolis an November
10 our convention assembled. We
elected as cml:‘;mu}der Franklin

ew Jersey, adopt-
permanent constitution, and
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