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DOMESTIC:
Un-Americanism

Dearly beloved by congressional
i ‘committees are the hot
days of a Washington summer when
the slightest ruffie of news makes

Texas' Rep. Martin :

loud-but-not-accurate

vestisatEI e ey ic :
This imer, Martin came

back with a_netw com and a

new appropriation. At its ses-

sion the cofnntittee gavé reporters
a story %‘m as last year's ac-
cusation that Shirley Temple was a
Communist: = it ¢ - .
Up to the witness stand strode
German - American Bundmaster

organization wasn't in-
tended to establish a Nazl govern-
ment in the U, S,

“That's an absolute lie—a ﬂat

Lie!" shouted Kuhn. ¢

Flaming with anger, Joe Starnes
jumped to his feet. Shoving report-
ers and photographers aside he
strode toward the witness crying:
“Don’t call me a liar!"

When capitol policemen had put
an end to these fighting words, the
committee got down to more serious
work. |, With calm deliberation, Illi-
nois Rep. Noah Mason drew enough
information from the witness to
make German-American bundism
distasteful. When faced with the ac-.
cusation that his bund is “a money-
making racket based on the credu-
lity of the American people,” Kuhn
countered by listing these strange
objectives: (1) To unite the Ger-
man-American element, (2) to fight
communism, (3) to give the German
element “political background."

The committee learned
Fuehrer Kuhn had Hitler in
1836, had given him $3,000 for winter

(EDITOR’S NOTE—When oplnions are expressed in these columns,
“Mdhmmmmmdﬁmm:
Rel 4 by Western N,

Union,

Martin Dies’ newest revelations,
agreed the committee had made a
good start. Still on the docket, how-
ever, was a list of some 110 wit-
nesses whom agents have rounded
up since last February. Observers
hoped this summer's investigation

~wouldn't follow last year’s pattern—

a forum for unburdening grudges.
RELIEF :

Wages Up

A key provision of this year’s
$1,477,000,000 relief appropriation
was that WPA wages should be jug-
gled to prevent any more geograph-
ical variation than the difference in
living costs necessitated. For the
South, where labor is cheaper, this
meant & raise. For the North it
meant wage cuts. For big cities it
meant elimination of the 10 per
cent differential up or down, which
was allowed for local conditions.

Cast into three regions, south,

Region No. 1 (wage range, $39.30 to $94.90
per month)—Connecticut. Delaware, Dis-
triet of Columb Indi

Net result of the changes, observ-
ers figured, will be to raise the na-
tional monthly average from $53 to

Before the Battle
At the second battle of Manassas
famed Stonewall Jackson

‘his men a-raiding General

's: headquarters. They re-
turned with everything but the gen-
eral himself. Manassas again made
headlines this month when the regu-
lar U. 8. army units duplicated
Stonewall Jackson's strategy, cap-
tured a brigadier general's outpost
and advanced toward Washington
against defending national guards-
men.

This was the first phase of spec-
tacular military maneuvers un-
matched in U, S. peacetime. The
second phase began at Rlattsburg,
N. Y., where 36,000 national guards-
men and regulars began their battle,
this invader piercing from the north,

Bigger than either battle, howev-
er, was the realism of Plattsburg's
commander, Lieut. Gen. Hugh A.
Drum. Night before the war began,
stern-jawed General Drum assem-
bled 3,000 officers on the parade

in

A Runciman?

vulgehissecret,
that Great Britain alone knew about |
his mission and had empowered him
to bespeak her official attitude on
Danzig. Next day, back in Danzig,
the commissioner forwarded a high- |
Iy confidential report of proceedings

to London.

Meanwhile, grasping at the
chance, the controlled German |
press started another war of nerves,
pouring out rumors of British-spon-
sored “peace plans."” Veteran stu-
dents of propaganda decided this
had two purposes: (1) To make Po- |
land think the British are ready to |
desert them, and (2) to find out, via
the report-and-denial method, just

how far Britain will really go.

This latter point was indeed im-
portant. High German circles con- |
fidently expected Danzig would be |
returned to the Reich within a few
weeks, since there was little chance |
Britain would aid Poland in rescuing
Danzig from an internally inspired
anschluss,

AGRICULTURE:
Rail Rebellion

Expiring August 1 were loans on
some 255,000,000 bushels of farm-
sealed corn. Although the Commod-
ity Credit corporation has offered to
extend these loans, the consensus
holds most farmers will turn their
old grain over.to the government,
making room for the 1939 crop.

Last month the department of ag-
riculture saw what was coming.
Bids were called on 33,000 storage
bins for defaulted corn. Topping
this problem 'came another—the
railroads.

First rebuff was the carriers’ re-
fusal to let the government erect its
bins without cost on railway prop-
erty. Also denied was a reduced
rate and elimination of demurrage
charges on movement of the bins
to their destination. The railroads
thought they had good reason:

This autumn will see first practi-

cal application of the “ever-normal |
granary” program, designed to set |

aside excess supplies of grain in

s
75'5

crop periods. As it affects

§

normal flow gf grain from
market via railroads. By
its 33,000 bins, the U. 8. will
storage at the farm end.
, when finally moved, corn will
uled
will

i
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thus bring additional loss
revenue to railroads because
land-grant statutes call for reduced
(50 per cent) carrying charges.

In Paris . . .

InAUU.S. ...

of large production, to be held |
program will raise havoc |

as government proper- |
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FDR’s Remarks Than Formerly

Once Labeled Superman, It Is Now Realized President Is
Human and Can Make Mistakes: His Will No*
Longer Completely Dominant. -

By WILLIAM BRUCKART""" *

WNU Service, National Press Bldg., Washingion, D, C.

WASHINGTON.—There has been
much conversation around here late-
ly concerning the changed reception
given President Roosevelt’s acts or
statements. It can not be doubted
that there has been an absence of
that buoyancy which characterized
his shots of earlier days in the White
Housg; but lately, if one may judge
from the observations of many per-
sons, he has been missing the tar-
get as often as he has been hitting.
The result obviously is that a good
many persons have noted less favor-
able reaftion to Mr, Roosevelt's re-
marks than formerly was the case,

It is hardly to recall
how through some five or six years
the President’s remarks made his
opposition wriggle and squirm. His
statements seemed to have that nec-
essary punch which quelled out-
bursts from those who disagreed
with him. The press corps of Wash-
ington, or a large percentage of its
membership, always hankered for a
fresh Rooseveltian wvolley. It was
good copy, in a news way.

Having noted the condi-
tion, myself, I sought a canvass of
others. Nearly all of them eventu-
ally came to the conclusion that the
lack of fire now often displayed in
Mr. Roosevelt's remarks and their
failure to arouse the same fervor
among his followers are a natural
result of events. He has been found
by many people to be just human.
Like his predecessor in the White
House, Mr.  Hoover,
Roosevelt was overbuilt or oversold
by his ardent admirers. He was la-
belled as superman, and that is one
of the worst things that can happen
to a politician; it is the worst thing
that can happen to a President be-
cause no man can be President un-
less he is a politician,

In saying that the Roosevelt cir-
cle ballyhooed their man too much,
I hope I am not detracting from the
good qualities. The point of this
story is, after all, that millions of
persons were led to believe that
President Roosevelt could not make
mistakes—mistakes were out his
ken. But the job of President of the
United States has a way of disclos-
ing the true fiber.

Build-Up Gave Roosevelt
False Idea of His Powers

I believe it a fair statement that
the success which met Mr. Roose-
velt's every turn during the period
of his tenure—until perhaps 18
months ago—was due to this illusion
that had been created.. To repeat:
his publicity backers seized on a col-
orful figure and built up that man
to the point where more was expect-
ed of him than should be expected
from any human being.

It is entirely possible that Mr,
Roosevelt suffered personally from
the intense fervor of the admiration
that was given him. I do not say, of
course, that he feitl that he was a
superman. Yet, the combination of
a willing congress and the over~
whelming support he had from the
country possibly gave him a false
idea of the power vested in him. In
any event, he
to the hilt.

causes of the President’s current in-
effectiveness are concerned. It is
the old story. Any ball team looks
good when it is in the lead, when it
is . .Any race horse is a
wonder only so long as it continues
to win. It can be said, therefore,
that having slipped considerably
beth in political prestige inside his
own party and outside of it, and

allowed some of the wide

public endorsement to get away from.

him, Mr. Roosevelt is now being re-

he may have made while he re-
mained the winner were discounted

or ignored. It seems likely, howev
er, that all of them will be dug from
their graves now and he must an-
swer for them, il

' . ' 4.5
Makes Bad Break in Digging
Up Supreme Court Sheleton

Nor is Mr. Roosevelt'willing to let
some of them die unnoticed. For

instance, everyone recalls the hea
that was engendered by the Presi-

dent’s attempt to get
approval of his mmc:‘wd roment
reorganization bill,

His<errifie fight
fﬂrlmrmhuﬁondh&ﬁ:
court with the new appoin i

the court skeleton, the other day. It
struck ihe 2 :':.dhnl.hh be-
cause coun !

much about  that mhhhmmﬁ‘?
Roosevelt recalled it in all of its
fury, however, by issuing a state-
ment, almost notice, saying

a minor bill thst sets up a
ministrator,

In the same statement, Mr. Roose-
velt made a bad break.
nounced that besides the passage
of the administrator bill, the last

Along with Mry state-
ey T
a our

own ;’Ithg ‘ou to rank
the President's statement about the
refusal of congress to the
spending-lending bill the hous-
ing bill. It struck me as very

bad politics for ‘the ‘President to

the world into war, and that

action on the lending and housing |

bills would mean there could be no
economic recovery.

President Sincere About
Spending and Housing Bills
So, evidently, the two or three de-

appear |
ently than when he had been on the
winning side. There were even some |

of the President's énemies char
him with qualities of a
do not believe that is the
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