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WEEKLY NEWS ANALYSIS BY JOSEPH W. LaBINE

Congress, Like Entire Nation
Not Certain of ‘Best’ Course
To Preserve U. S. Neutrality

CONGRESS:
Admonition
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Illinois’ Sen, Scott Lucas, a mid-
dle-of-the-road Democrat, was bold
enough to admit publicly what most
of the nation's 531 legillnlgl: ad-
mitted only to themselves: at no
man could stamp his foot and say
there was only ane way to keep the
U. S. out of Europe's war. But a
few who took their seats in Franklin
Roosevelt's third special session
(and the nation’s twenty-fifth since
1797) were highly opinionated, 100
per cent positive that only the arms

ILLINOIS' LUCAS
Like many, he didn't knosw.

embargo they through con-
_three years ago could keep
ca neutral, these few

were Idaho's Borah, North Dakota’s
Nye, Michigan's Vandenberg and
Missouri’s oy

But national leaders, being mere-
ly men, were confronted with the
same confusion as the nation: The
more they thought about arms em~
bargo vs. “cash and carry,” the
more they argued about straight in-
ternational law vs. specific neutral-
ity legislation, the less positive they
were about everything save one
fact, that the U. S must keep out.

Day before congress opened, poli-
tics found itself “‘adjourned” for 85
minytes. To the White House went
Republicanism's 1936 standard bear-
ers, Alf Landon and Col. Frank
Knox, to talk with Franklin Roose-
velt, John Nance Garner and con-
gressional leaders of both stripes:

(EDITOR'S NOTE—When opinions are expressed In these columns, they
are those of the news analyst and nof necessarily of this newspaper.)
Released by Western No

Unlon.

nouncement: ‘"W ready fo
fight from hell to I.:n:,.k‘la.lt.'
ASIA:

“I am happy to greet you, my
faithful gauleiter,” answered the
man whose armies were even then
wiping up the spilled blood of Po-
land. Then he launched into a

fall from his (Bil't!'er'l) lips.”

le and its
leadership.”

@ “Britain should be happy that
Germany and Russia reached an
:!sre!ment. .They are now relieved

Next day, as the New York stock

« « « I wish to refer . . . to the
statement that the French govern-
ment agreed to Italian mediation
while His Majesty's government re-
fused.”

“Our purpose . . . is to redeem
Europe from perpetual and recur-
ring fear of German aggression.

On the third day French Premier
Edouard Daladier had his inning,
tracing step-by-step every brpken
promise that litters Adolf Hitler's
trail from the reaffirmation of Lo-
carno to the rape of Poland.

In the East

Completed was Russia's valiant
“rescue” of 11,000,000 white Rus-
sians and Ukrainians (plus several
million Poles) who were “left to
their fate'’ when the Polish state col-

BELGIUM'S WORRY
Will history be repeated?

lapsed

slice of the Polish

; a8 ‘war ebbed in Poland, other
eastern nations grew fearful Ru-

Meanwhile Der Fuehrer's fast-
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Bruckart’s Washington Digest

War Really Between Two Groups...
With Utterly Selfish Motives

Time Has Come When Citizens of United States Must
Examine Facts of International Situation; Debates

In Congress Should Be Enlightening.

By WILLIAM BRUCKART
WNU Bervice, National Press Bidg,, Washington, D, C.

fication of our so-called neutrality | with

policy, the time appears to have
come when citizens of the United
States must examine the facts of the
international situation. Whether we
like it, or not, we ean hardly ignore
those facts any longer. It is Eu-
rope’'s mess, but that mess is hav-
ing an influence here and will have
more influence on our national view-
point, A decision must be taken,
soon. It may thus be that the pres-
ent extrao session of
gress will turn out to be an his-
toric meeting.

Mr. Roosevelt has requested re-

aged
It will be

in declared hostilities. in
remembered that he made the same | 4
request in the last session, but the racy
senate commiitee on foreign rela- | 5 v
tions said, by its action a few days bag.
before ournment, that it would | ... 00
have none of the plan. Conditions | ;..o
have changed since that time, how- | 1. ¢
ever and the President is now in- | 1.4
sisting upon repeal of the contro- | .
and the substitution; Stripped
in its place he is asking for legis- | o ordy
lation that will pemnit any and all | c.omy
foreigners to come here and buy the nothing
embargoed war munitions if they | jyer
pay cash for them and take them | .¢
away in their own ghips. ' out
That, succinctly, is the crux of | home?
the modification which Mr, Roose-
velt seeks. He has plenty of support | ‘Ocean
for his theory. And there is plenty | Some
of opposition, too. Some of the iso- | pare
lationists—men who fought Woodrow | b0
Wilson and his League of Nations
plan—men Jike Senator Borah of
Idaho and Senator Johnson of Cali-
fornia—are still in the senate, Their
numbers have been augmented by
| fighters of the type of Serator Ben-
nett Clark of Missouri, and Senator
Nye of North Dakota, and Senator
Vandenberg of Michigan. I think
the vote will not be taken at once,
| in view of the promised discussion.
And it probably is well that there
will be much debate, for the country
will learn more about the two sides |,
| to the question. i
| Unseen Factors Involved dither! There would be cries for

" under Germany's invasion. |
Nazi and Soviet chiefs conferred in

| open the gates for the export of

Is Our Present Concern
But while the discussion on the
so-called neutrality question is im-
portant, although the question in my
opinion is simply whether we will

we extend help to the British and
the French, our nation eventually
must face the tide of to-
talitarism and dictatorship. It can
be, and is being, said that unless
the arms embargo is lifted, we will
have to go in ourselves sooner than
otherwise would happen.

of the arms embargo will result in
revival of business in the United
States, as, indeed, it already has
started. A business revival would
be swell. Nobody doubts that. But
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—Speaking of Sports—
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