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WEEKLY NEWS ANALYSIS BY JOSEPH W. LaBINE

Fear of Naz

Dutch-Belgian Arbitration Bid
Lost in Beer Hall Excitement;

Invasion Mounts
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are those of the news an and not necessarily of this newspaper.)
. Released by Western N Unioan.
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TRADE & INDUSTRY

Repeal of the U. S. arms embargo,
which keeps American ships out of
combat zones and allows belligerents
“cash and carry” rights, not only
set off a partial business boom at
home but also brought major reper-
cussions in world diplomatic, trade
and maritime circles.

There was cautious expansion. in
U. S. indusiry, where building
awards for October totaled $40,910,-
000 against $12,814,000 a year ago.
Many firms announced stock divi-
dends payable in December. Rail-
roads, which coupled their expan-
sion with a plea that they might be
permitted to opetate without govern-
ment interference in times of emer-
gency, were offered a new recovery

trality stifles others.

to be financed by Reconstruction
Finance corporation.

The government restricted foreign
commerce in some quarters and ex-
panded it in others. Approved was
a new reciprocal trade pact with
Venezuela, “‘freezing’’ tariff sched-
ules on exports of wheat flour, oat-
meal, lard and lumber. In return,
the U. S. will reduce import taxes
50 per cent on Venezuelan crude

petroleum.

Meanwhile, an inter-administra-
tion squabble flared over the U. S.
maritime commission's transfer of
more than 40 ships to foreign regis-
try as a means of avoiding the ban
on American shipping in belligerent
zones. Secretary of State Cordell
Hull objected, not because the step
was illegal, but because it would
violate the integrity and spirit of
the neutrality law, Commented

program by Maritime Commissioner Max O'Rell
Jesse Jones, Truitt. *I don’t see any element of
federal loan a dodge at all; I think it's a com-
administra- p sound, bona fide situation all
tor. This around.” President Roosevelt final-
plan, used ly decided against the transfer,
first by the promising to change his mind later
Boston and if tension emsed. Meanwhile, C. I
Maine line, 0.'s maritime union estimated 10,-
calls for 000 U, 8. seamen were thrown out
postponing of work by the neutrality provision
debt pay- nationals from combat
ments and zones, (At Washington the Presiden:
reducing an- consulted A. F. of L's William Green and
nual interest C. 1. 0.s John Lewis on this problem, also
charges through a refunding process * discussing the chances for labor peace.)

. sixteenth birthday, he scorned
EUROPE: : "There can be only one
Cause Celebre? victor—that is we

[ i ™

5, said Prime Minister
Chamberlain, "'is not a state of war
but a state of siege.” He was not
far wrong. The French claimed
nine of their U. S.-made planes had
downed bne-third of a 27-plane Ger-
man force over the western front.
There was also a mysterious battle
in the North sea from which the
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AGRICULTURE:

Cotton and W heat
Three items made news for cot-
ton and wheat farmers as Novem-
ber got underway:
(1) With 10,100,000 bales of sur-
cotton

cot-

ton consumption s to the war.
(2) The b ;ﬂ icultural
forecast same wheat
acreage for 1040 as for 1039, L =,
duce about 760,000,000 of
spring ;winter wheat. But next

already damaged much seeded win-
ter wheat beyond recovery.

(3) Closing its first year, the fed-
eral crop insurance corporation was
sad, Having taken 6,769,120 bush-
els of wheat as premfums from 185,-
551 farmers, the corporation hed
claims from one-fourth its custo-
mers. I ities paid, totaling
9,461,730 b ls, brought a loss of
about $1,885,000, '

RUSSIA :
Unhappy Birthday

Twenty-two years ago a bloody
revolution gave birth to the U. S.
S. R. Only a month ago Soviet
Premier Viacheslav Molotov showed
Russia's strapping maturity by de-
nouncing President Roosevelt's in-
tervention in the Finnish-Russian
scrap.
three-day anni
Premier Molotov again slapped the

HANS THOMSEN AND WIFE
Most rodians of wll,

U. S.: “. . . in the case of certain
countries neutrality only serves as
a mask to conceal their activi-
ties . . ."

On that same day in Washington,
the Soviet embassy decorated Len-
in's statue' with red roses, assem-
bled Scotch whisky and Russian
soda, green sherbet in crushed rasp-
berries, and cakes smothered in
rum sauce. Awaited were the guests

to help Charge d'Affaires Dmitri |
' | Chuvakhin celebrate. But he was

embarrassingly disappointed.
Absent were all Supreme cpurt

justices, cabinet members, sk 'S

and high ranking state

officials. Only China, Tutkey

Ecuador sent
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| sens. This interest surely exists
| now to & greater extent than at any
| time within recent months, More

| And if my information from outside

| ity.
| lel interest in what government does

Bruckart's Washington Digest,

Home Folks Fed Up on War Talk;
Want to Know About Tax Problem

Considerable Transition Froni Interest in European Affairs
To Domestic Concerns on Part of Public Is Noted;
Treasury to Borrow More Money.

By WILLIAM BRUCKART
WNU Service, National Press Bldg., Washington, D, C.

WASHINGTON.—Observers, here
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interest
with the money taken from its citi-

lnrdi'lculimotlhlubioctm
reaching officials in Washington.

sources be correct, there is a simi-
lar interest being shown in the
states and cities.

In this period of changing inter-
an-

est, Secretary Mor
nounced that the United States
treasury is
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collected by the federal, state, coun-
oads
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——Speaking of Sports—
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Coaches Attest
pularity
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