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[ WEEKLY NEWS ANALYSIS BY JOSEPH W. LaBINE

Hitler Discredited, Friendless
As Result of Finland Invasion;
“Reds Gird for Blow at Reich

_ | (EDITOR’S NOTE—When opinlons are expressed In these columas, they

d by W.

are those of the news analyst and not necessarily of this newspaper.)
Rel Unlon,

>

HOW RUSSIAN EXPANSION
COULD PAVE WAY FOR
CONQUEST OF EUROPE

TRONTIER PUSHIED
BACK TO SAFRGUARD

“EUROPE:
Finnish Finish
Moscow civilians knew only that

their Premier Viacheslay Molotov |-

had first denounced Russia's non-
aggression pact with Finland, and
next had broken off diplomatic rela-
tigng with that little republics But
a few minutes after the second
‘Russian troops invaded the Kare
an isthmus; Russian planes bombed
Helsingfors, Viborg, " Imatra and
Tammelsuu; Russian warships be-
gan tossing shellg all along the Gulf
of Finland's northern shore. The
Finnish government, which only a
few hours earlier had withdrawn
frontier guards and pleaded for a
peaceful settlement, resigned imme-
diately and President Kyoesti Kallio
declared war. But everyone knew
the Russian juggernaut would swal-
low his nation in a few days.

All the world watched this out-
rage painfully, but only the U. 8.
took concrete action. The charge
d'affaires in Moscow was instruct-
ed to offer mediation, but nothing
came of. i.

Most pained of all was none other
than Atiolf Hitler, who must Have
realized all too suddenly that Fin-
land’s death at Russia’s hand made
him FEurope’s most discredited
ruler. Having staved off war on
two fronts in September by making
friends with Russia, Der Fuehrer
had seen Joe Stalin come first into
Poland, néxt into Latvia, Estonih
and Lithuania, dnd now into Fin-
land, always for “defensive'
poses. Against what nation but
many would Russia need defenses?
And how easily could defenses be
turned into offensive positions? (ses

J.
"';‘Ih Reich had oo alternative but
to “sympathize” with Russia, but
nobody was fooled. By not sympa-
thizing, Germany would automati-
canylalltnbetidethenmunn.lnﬁ
Russia, thereby discrediting Adolf
Hitler, There no longer remained
doubt dbout the position of Italy,
+ ersiwhile axis of Germany.
' Marshal Italo. Balbo's Corriere Ps-
dano was outspoken in its admira-
tion for Finland's opposition to “bru-
tal pressure of the colossus with
feet of clay.”

of the world was on London. Japan,

to recognize the blockade,
threatened to seize British ships.
The Netherlands and Belgium pro-
tested. Greece, one-half of whose
imports come from Germany via
sea, faced an economic crisis. Hear-
ing that Britain threatened to close
the Suex canal, the straits of Gi-
braltar and the Dardanelles, Rome's
Giornale Jd'lwlia departed from It-
aly's noncommital attitude to of-
fer food for thought: ““The blockade
is most dangerous, It may induce
other people who are not yet par-
ticipating in the war to . . . think
that such a state of affairs cannot
endure.”

POLITICS:

Short & Snappy

If Franklin Roosevelt still hoped
for a third term, he could take heart
from the latest Fortune magazine
pell, which claimed that 47.4 per
cent of the voters want him to stay
in the White House, Percentage be-
fore the wdr: 34.9 per cent.

Far bigger political news was the

COMMERCE:
Rough Sledding

Only through broad international
trade, said British Premier Neville
Chamberlain a few weeks ago, can
peace be assured. In Washington
Secretary of State Cordell Hull ech-
oed his words because he needed
that argument to defend his recipro-
cal trade  program. Since Europe
went to war the U. S. has rushed to
make treaties with South Ameri-
can nations whose Old world trade
outlets have been cut off. The jok-
er has been: that South America's
export surpluses, which she would
exchange for U. S. manufactured
products, :
cannot be
imported
hére without
damaging
domestic
markets of
American

farmers.
One prin-
ciple of the
reciprocal
lradehﬁo-
gram is that JOHNSON
a low tariff Dida't Tike it.

concession
granted any nation 18 immediately
accorded all other lands which hold
treaties. Hence, if the program
keeps expanding, critics fear all U.
S. tariff walls will be broken down
and the U. S. will become dependent
on foreign sources,

Opened in Washington were hear-
ings on a pact with Chile which
would reduce tariffs on copper and
beans, among other things. Since
the reciprocal treaty act comes up
for renewal before congress next
session, it was noteworthy that three
good Democratic senators (Colo-
rado’s Johnson, Arizona’s Hayden
and Idaho's Clark) protested. Said
Johnson: ““The trade program per-
secutes and undermines
enterprise . . . permits greater in-
filtration of foreign goods . . . trades
off American jobs.”

LABOR:
Anti-Strike Weapon?

Having at last settled the 54-day-
old Chrysler dispute, organized la-
bor turned its guns on the justice
department for a much more im-
portant campdign. The target: As-
sistant Attorney General Thurman
Arnold, who recently advised that
unions are punishable under the
antitrust
laws it they
(1) prevent
use of cheap-
er materi-

useless la-
bor; (3) en-
force sys-
tems of graft
or extortion;
it =" (4) enforce
illegally

ARNOLD.
fixed prices;
Labor was afraid. destray
an established system of collective

bargaining.

A few days later A. F. of L.'s
President William Green fired a pro-
test at Attorney General Frank Mur-
phy (whose appointment last winter
was protested because he was “‘too
friendly" to labor).

It took no Philadelphia lawyer to
read the fear in labor’'s eyes. If the
justice department is upheld in its
present campaign against material
dealers, contractors and union lead-

i

case, the unions can be prosecuted
in’ restraint of trade for all strikes.

CONGRESS:
Build-Up

By cutting expenditures in the
face of increased revenues, the gov-

that any decision on pew revenues
must be made by congress. That
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Brackart’s Washington Digest
Rumblings About Federal Spending
Come From Two Schools of Thought

Senator Taft, Republican,
an avowed seeker after
tion for President, and
Adams, of Colorado, a
member of the senate committee on
appropriations, and therefore influ-
ential in policy-making, seem to be
agreed that spending has got out of
hand. They are some-
thing in the way of a policing of
goverriment operations, and obvious-
ly such policing will be done by an
agency of congress.

Secretary Morgenthau of the treas-
ury has been going to some lengths
to have the country know there will
be no violation of the present nation-
al debt limit. It is now fixed
law at $45,000,000,000. The national
debt is approaching $42,000,000,000,
in direct obligations of the federal

distinguished

curred by federally owned corpora-
tions. Many persons feel this debt
must be considered as a part of
the public debt. Anyway, Mr. Mor-
enthau says there is no real reason
to believe the $45,000,000,000 Lmita-
tion will be reached before

June 30, the end of the fiscal year.
President Roosevelt has sent
around word to the various depart-
ments that their spending in the

:
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| Secret Hcmorqudm Calls
For Additional Spending

While the statements from the
senators were being chewed over
and while the word about Mr. Roose-
velt's determination was sinking in,
| it was disclosed that &8 memoran-
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One Side Proposes Policing U. S. Operations; Another
Insists Wanton Outgo Must Continue; Secret Memo-

randum Offers Program for ‘Rebuilding America."

By WILLIAM BRUCKART
WNU Service, National Press Bldg,, Washington, D. C.

of $15,000,000 or $20,000,000 would re-
sult from the government reorgani-
zianonmm civil service commis-
sion treasury figures, lately
made public, show that there has
been an increase of approximately
$100,000,000 for general expenses
since reorganization was ordered. It
seems in order then to ask how
there can be curtailment, except
and unless there is a willingness to
abandon some of the numerous
agencies of government along with
the functions they perform.

It is in line with the idea of cur-

The blasts by Senators Taft and
Adams, along with the constant
criticism of wasté by Senator Harry
Byrd, the Virginia Democrat, must
be accepted as

a change.
It seems to me to be a very im-

congress, nor even in
convenes in 1940, but I am
vinced that a tighter hand on
ernment spending is going to be
down by congress.,
Describes How Government

Appropriations Are Made
To make the circumstance clear,
it probably is well to describe how
appropriastions are made. The na-
tional budget, of course, is framed
by the budget director under the
direct supervision of the President.

§

basis that he believes is proper
for the good of the nation.
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— Speaking of Sports—
Heavies in Line
For Conn After
Lesnevich Win

By ROBERT McSHANE

BILLY CONN
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