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WEEKLY NEWS ANALYSIS BY JOSEPH W. LaBINE

German ‘Peace Drive’ Eclipsed
By War Threats in Near East;
Politicians Hold U. S. Interest

Rel d by Wi

(EDITOR’S NOTE—When opinions are expressed in these columns, they
are those of the news analyst and not necessarily of this newspaper.)

Spotlighted on the Washingto

POLITICS:
In the background since congress
reconvened, presidential politics

stole the show again when the Dem-
ocratic national committee selected
Chicago as its convention site. Re-
publicans, who scheduled their
meeting later in the hope that Dem-
ocrats would set a convention date,
were outfoxed. This resulted in
minor dissension among G. O. P.
leaders, who debated whether to set
a date immediately or keep stalling.

Since third-termites dominated the
Democratic meeting, observers

guessed there would be a strong
fight to renominate Presi-
dent Roosevell in the city
where he was first chos-
en in 1832,

As Chicago became a
political focal point, so
did Illinois. There were
signs that both President
Roosevelt and Vice Pres-
ident Garner would be
entered in the April 8
preference primary,
while in New York the
G. 0. P. backers of young
Tom Dewey challenged
Ohio's Sen. Bob Taft and
other Republican hopefuls to a con-
test in the same primary.

UN-AMERICANISM :
Ended was the episode in which
Michigan's Rep. Frank Hook

charged that Martin (“un-American-
ism") Dies was working in cahoots
with William Pelley, leader of the
anti-Semitic “‘Silver Shirts.”” When
Pelley surrendered and admitted
that letters used as evidence were
forged, Hook apologized on the
house floor. If this had been a
campaign to smear irrepressible

+ ACCUSER HOOK
He apologized.

spaper Unlon,
-
n

Scene:

Martin Dies, it had only served to
him and the cause of his
“ism" committee. Next day FBI
rounded up 12 persons charged with
Americans for service
with Communist forces in Spain.
CONGRESS:

The house continued lopping mil-
lions from President Roosevelt's

ve by way of
avoiding new defense
taxes. Meanwhile the
housé slashed away at
the gtate - justice - com-
merce department ap-
propriations bill.

LABOR:

John Lewis’ C. I. O.,
which has been striking
at the New Deal lately,
turned a partial about-
face by defending the
national labor relations act against
A. F. of L.-inspired changes. Before
the house NLRB committee, C.1.0.’s
Philip Murray read a statement in
which Lewis charged “‘reactionary
and anti-labor'’ corporations are dic-
tating A. F. of L.’s proposed amend-
ments, At Miami, A. F. of L's exec-
utive board was also getting hostile
toward the New Deal, urging en-
couragement of private enterprise
and charging the administration
with trying to place labor “under its
thumb."” The entire labor-govern-
ment picture was pretty complicated.

EUROPE:

Rumeors

While the western front remained
quiet, and while Finland continued
making a shambles out of Russia's
vaunted armies, two diametrically
opposed offensives were
shape—one for war, the other for
peace:

Peace Drive. Berlin denied it,
but reports persisted that Nazidom
would offer the allies a settlement
via the League of Nations' economic
commitiee at The Hague. Terms:
(1) no reparations; (2) return of ex-
German colonies; (3) Nazi retention
of Sudetenland and the Polish cor-
ridor; (4) an Austrian plebiscite,
neutrally managed; (5) restoration
of Czech, Polish and Slovak states.

If the Reich's denials were sin-
cere, observers wondered why Herr
Hitler tried so hard to minimize
his relations with Moscow, arch-foe
of the democracies. No military
pact exists, said the Reich, nor will
Germany bhelp Russia fight the
Finns. Peace gossip only increased
when Berlin called home its envoys
to Finlahd and Russia. Would Ger-
many try to settle this war? If so,
was it a to peace in the
west?

War Drive., Overnight the Balkan
states mobilized their armies to full
strength, members of the Little En-
tente backing Rumania against the
territorial demands of Hungary.
Italy was seen joining them. Across

TREND

How the wind is blowing . . .
BONDS—At Chicago, Barcus,
Kindred & Company surveyed the
municipal bond field and found
1839 had brought a drop of $384,-
454,000 (or 24 per cent) under
1829 in total bonds issued. Among
reasons: (1) Pay-as-you-go financ-
2) diminishing birth rate,

But will the allies attack firss?

the Black sea Turkey concentrated
troops on the Russian frontier, Iran
and Afghanistan doing likewise. One
explanation was that Russia planned
a drive into this British sphere-of-
influence (see map). Another ex-
planation was that the allies planned
a deliberate attack on Russian oil
wells in the Caucasus region, there-
by drawing Soviet troops from the
beleaguered Finnish front and cut-

seized the German-owned ship yard
in the Bosporus?

The Wars
In the West, France reported the

3
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WOMEN

in the news . . .

At Paris, the duchess of Wind-
sor was credited with inventing
a new knifted “trench mitten"
with zipper
attachment
to free a
soldier’'s
trigger

At Mrs. Robert A.
Taft announced she would hit the
campaign stump trail for her sen-
ator husband, who hopes to win
g G. O, P. presidential nomina-

n.

At New York, Merry Fahrney,
patent medicine heiress, shed her
fourth husband.

‘Bruckart’s Washington Digest
Latest Blasts of Political Oratory
Are Devoid of Substantial Facts

Honest Abe Gets Many Fine Tributes From Republican
Speakers, but U. S, Voters Receive Minimum of
Basic Governmental Information.

By WILLIAM BRUCKART

WASHINGTON.—About half of the
Republican represéntatives and sen-
ators in congress,
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NEUTRALITY:
Aid to Finland
Early this month a Gallup poll
showed the majority of U. 5. citi-
zens (58 per cent) favor a non-
military loan to Finland. Same day
as the survey was released, the sen-
ate began consideration of a bill to |
double the Export-Import bank's
capital, permitting an additional
$20,000,000 non-military loan to the
Finns (they already have $10,000,-
000).

The same Gallup poll showed 61
per cent of the nation opposes a loan
to Finland for purchasing war sup-
plies, Day after the survey was
published, Michigan's Prentiss
Brown proposed in the senate that
all of Finland's $5,801,000 war debt
payment should be made available
for munitions purchases, There was
a good chance the Brown measure
might pass.

(The senate did adopt 65 to 3 a resolu-
tion asking the securities end exchange
commission wnl 1 of any
government which Finland may try
to sell private U, S, msn::n. Prmf;:a‘rg
factor was Secretary o Cordell s

that i had violated

oy n
terference
s/

St 1) Parmisting s
with U. 8. affairs; (2) failing o
U. S dnm; rights in Rmx

a congressional effort to break

tions with the Soviet failed.)
Meanwhile the state department

was rubbing noses with Britain's

smooth-working Ambassador Lord

Lothian, recipient of many a fiery

protest in recent weeks. ex-

change for better treatment of U. 8.

ships at British contraband ports,

the two governments decided to |
keep future quarrels guiet. One
reason: Recent strong U. S, notes to |

London have stirred up too much

American opinion against Britain, to

Adolf Hitler's benefit. |

JAPAN:
One Way Out

As Tokyo’s war in Ching“entered
its thirty-first month, northern forces
reported they had entered distant
Ningsia province for the first time.
In the south, armies were locked in
bitter battle near Wingsun, Kwangsi
province. Two more discouraging
signs for Japan were (1) a naval
spokesman’s waming that Chinese

may soon begin raiding

apan, and (2) the report that 300
Jap troops were killed when Chinese
artillery sank a transport on the
Yangtze river.

Mostly, however, Tokyo's troubles
were with the western powers. Im-

Cotton for Stamps '

| Republican presidential
| There were Senators Taft of Ohio,

| political battle unless

| more. President Roosevelt has been
| tory, and the folks have been dig-
| statements to ask about them. Such

st"Abe received many, m
fine tributes. His services to his
country were told by good orators
and bad. The tributes were justly
deserved. But I could not help won-
dering, as I read page after page
of these speeches, just how Abe
Lincoln would feel about some of the

g

dreams. And the voters ought to

offered for national problems, ask for facts instead

It may have been just my imagi-
nation, but I thought Honest Abe
was a bit restless as his great statue
Bits out its unending days in .the
vast memorial on the banks of the
Potomac river. The memorial is
s0 arranged that Honest Abe gazes
through daylight and darkness at a
vista that includes the tall and im-
posing monument to George Wash-
ington and, beyond, to the capitol
of the United States. The things that
have been going on beneath the
capitol dome and the things that
were said by Republican flag-wavers
and represented as being

Taft Challenges President’s

Handling of Budget
Senator Taft lately got right
to specific statements when he

Dealers have done,
can orators failed to prove they
sticking to Lincoln's traditional
losophy. The tragedy is that e
major party is attempting to stream-
line & national figure, and the result

newer voters in the light of the
genuine services which they ren-
dered their country.
Republican Presidential Nominee
Aspirants Heve Field Day

These speeches, to which 1 have
referred, included, of course, re-
sounding statéements by five or six

of the men who aspire to be the
nominee.

Vandenberg of Michigan, and

Bridges of New Hampshire, and
New York's racket-busting district
attorney, Thomas E. Dewey, Gov-
ernor Bricker of Ohio, Re i

Leader Martin of the house of rep-
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forces base their charges
ple facts that individuals
stand. Generalities mean nothing
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Speaking of Sports—
Big Ten Sets
Good Example

In Athlcte Rl

By ROBERT McSHANE
(Released by Western Newspaper Union.)
Jmmc:m'umﬁm}

versities go extending finan-
cial amssistance to individual ath-
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nation's greatest, operates under
the basic principle that the athlete
is entitled to every consideration

university or athletic funds.

Few people can find fault with
those restrictions. They are a log-
ical solution to an onerous problem.
Big Ten schools do not attempt to fill
all evailable positions with football
players. Nor do they refuse to of-
fer a job to a prospective student

| because he is an athlete.
' Unequal Restrictions

Many advocates of simon-pure ath-
letics would swing the pendulum too
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