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WEEKLY NEWS ANALYSIS BY JOSEPH W. LaBINE

Battle Over Income Questions
Threatens Entire 1940 Census;
In EuroPe; Peace Talk Revived
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SHOEMAKER ROSSELLI AND HIS COBBLING SHOP
“I'm answer census questions when they put polite.”

CONGRESS:

Census Censure

From Washington to” his Racine,
Wis., office Census Director William
Austin rushed a telegram:

*“Withdraswe Rouselli charges immedi-
ately. You have disregarded instructions
that before taking legal action such cases
must be submitted to Washington office
for disposition. You will be held strictly
responsible for this procedure . . "

Thus was closed the latest in a
series of eruptions which threaten
to wreck }Jncle m&u g{wtcennial
census. James , 8 "
Wis., shoe repair man, had been
handed a federal warrant for refus-
ing to answer census questions
about his business. The census
taker also charged Shoemaker Ros-
selli had thrown him out. Answered
Rosselli:

“I'm answer census questions
when they put polite . . . Everyt'ing
can be explain. I walk out on him,
yes . . . But I don't chase him."

Gaining steam at Washington was
the fight of Sen. Charles Tobey
(Rep., N. H.) to have personal in-
come questions stricken from the
1040 nose count. Franklin Roose-
velt had denounced it as “an obvi-
ously political move," and the cen-
sus bureau was willing to let citi-
zens refuse the question if they
wished. But Senator Tobey was
adamant. Said he: *‘The Ameri-
can people cry out, ‘Hold! Enough!’
. « . Those in authority will do well
to face the issue . . . 1"

After several days of this, the sen-
ate commerce commitiee voted 10
to 5 to postpone temporarily its
consideration of an anti-personal
guestion resolution. Meanwhile
Census Taker Austin wrung his
hands, for his house-to-house can-
vass is to start April 2. Should
congress continue to squabble, .he
knew not what would become of the
decennial census.

Also in congress:

Wagner Act. Twenty-one changes
in the present act were recommend-
ed to the bouse by a special investi-
goling committee, bul defeat was
predicted. Chief proposal: Divorce-
ment of NLRB judicial and admin-
istrative functions.

‘Clean Politics’ Act. The senate
killed a move to repeal the Hatch
law's prohibition of political activ-
ity by federal employees, then be-
gan arguing a proposal to extend
the act to state workers who get
part of their pay from federal
funds.

Agriculture, While the President
signed legislation extending the
farm mortgage moratorium, five
Democratic senators introduced a
bill to restore independence of the
farm credit administration, recent-
ly placed under the department of
agriculture.

TREND

How the wind is blowing . . .

RELIEF—Patterned after the suc-
cessful surplus foods stamp plan, a
cotton stamp plan for
clothing among relief families
be' started this month in five or six
citfes.

TURE — According to
Chicago crop authorities, U. 8. win-

THE WARS:
Peace in the North?

Early March found Finland's war-
riors valiantly trying to save Viipuri
from the invading Reds, who let
off excess steam by ‘‘deliberately”
bc_nmbing a hospital in south-central
Finland, Biggest news of the
Russo-Finnish war, however, was
the effort all Europe seemed mak-
ing to bring these belligerents to
peace.

Background for this peace was
the obvious fact that every Euro-
pean nation would gain by it. Scan-
dinavia would gain by side-stepping
the combined pressure of France,
Britain, Germany, Russia and Fin-
land. Russia would gain by turning
her attention to a sorry domestic
situation.

Knowing this, observers were not

when London, Berlin,
Brussels, Paris and Stockholm be-
gan bristling with reports that
Sweden was mediating, that the
Russo-Finnish war might be called
off at any moment.

Most likely terms: Surrender of the
Karelian isthmus (including Viipu-
ri), part of Lapland, Petsamo and
the Hango naval base. As a “‘dead-
line"" drew near, the Finns practi-
cally admitted such overtures had
been made, yet there was small
chance they would be accepted.

More War in the West?

For the moment, northern peace
talk had no effect elsewhere. In
what was a day of wild and woolly
warfare for the western front, 20
Britons were captured by the Nazis.

ITALY'S COAL SOURCES
More from Britain?

A new wave of torpedoings, bomb-
ings and mine explosions cost the
neutral Dutch 12 ships.

But Britain's foe-of-the-week was

NAMES

in the news . . .

GEN. GEORGE C. MAR-
SHALL, U. 5. army chief, was
welcomed to Hawaii by a flight of
60 army planes. Embarrassing
note: Two ships collided in mid-
air, but pilots parachuted safely.

FRANK ASHTON-GWATEIN,
Britisher, and CHARLES RIST,
Frenciman,
constituted a
specialallied
apple-polish-
ing expedi-
tion to soothe
U. S. anger
over difficul-
ties arising
from the
German

gilockade. ASHTON-GWATKIN
ggest com- isher,
plaints: (1) e re

censorship of U. S. mails; (2)
taking U. S. ships into contra-
band control ports. Arriving in
Washington, the delegation was
closeted with Secretary of State
CORDELL HULL.

MOST REV. SAMUEL A.
STRITCH was enthroned new
Roman Catholic archbishop of
Chicago.

POLAND:

Atrocity News

From three sources this month
came news of trouble in Nazi-occu-
pied Poland and Czecho-Slovakia:

(1) In Berlin it was revealed that
deportation of Jews to the newly
established state southeast of Lublin,
in Poland, has been stopped because
local administrators complained
about lack of facilities. At the same

Berlin announced that time of
worship in Polish Catholic churches
was being limited because priests
“misused divine services for polit-
ical purposes."’

(2) In Paris, Poland-in-exile
claimed that 136 Polish schoolboys
had been executed at Bydgoczcz;
that 8,000 men and women had been
executed there up to December 31;
that 350 Poles from Gdynia were
shot after being forced to dig their

graves, .

(3) Paul Ghali, writing from
Paris for the Chicago Daily News,
had ‘‘authentic sources' for his in-
formation that Polish landowners
have been dispossessed, and that
Czech children must submit when
little Germans
bully and tease

RUMANIA:

Prayers

Keystone of Balkan security is
Rumania’s neutrality, often threat-

them.

ened the past six months by the | |

economic tug-of-war being waged
between Russia, Germany, France
and Britain. Cognizant of this, Pope
Pius prayed in early March that Ru-
mania might be preserved “from
the scourge of war.” What hap-
pened in the next three days made
no sense, but it did indicate that
Rumania was also praying:

First day: Rumania was report-
ed rushing a little Maginot line

ing Russia
Second day: It was announced
by Russia that Soviet Premier

Viacheslav Molotov will soon visit
Bucharest to initial a non-aggres-
sion pact. This was a shocker, for

has made no secret of her
designs on Bessarabia.

Third day: King Carol opened
his parliament, promising to main-
tain a permanent 1,600,000-man
army regardless of cost.
it up, observers wondered
Carol might not at last
under pressure from

a
g
g
£ Ie

15EE

§
|
‘E

Bruckart’s w—u.,;. Digest
Advocates of Public Ownership
Make Real Bid for Their Plan

By WILLIAM BRUCEART
WNU Service, National Press Bldg.,
i Washington, D, C.

il of okl e ‘hemughly
v secrecy, a tho
active group of individuals is de-
veloping a broad plan of public own-
ership, It is using the established
m ry of government and it is
mixing into national politics to an
amazing extent,

We, here in Washington, have
heard recurring and increasing ru-
mors of late that a new public own-
ership drive was contemplated by
the extreme radicals nesting in the
New Deal henhouse. It was a situ-
ation, however, where few details
were obtainable. The leaders were
making use of the veil of official
secrecy that always is available for
use by those supposed to be servants
of the public. Suddenly, however,
the magnitude of the movement be-
came discernible. Its scope is
astounding. It strikes me that itis a
situation that contains elements of
greater danger than did the in-
famous plan to pack the Supreme
court of the United States.

Exposure of the group's intense
effort came largely through stupid-
ity of some of its members. Proof
of the underlying motives came in
the form of a sudden and slimy at-
tack on John W. Hanes, former

in the same school |

JOHN W, HANES

undersecretary of the treasury.
Mr. Hanes was slated to become
trustee of the gigantic, but bank-
rupt octopus, the Associated Gas and
Electric company. Mr. Hanes has
not been named as trustee, although
| his official record has not a blemish
on it so far as has been found.
| stead, Dr. Willard Thorp, economic
adviser to Secretary Hopkins, of the
department of commerce; Denis J.
Driscoll, chairman of the Pennsyl-
vania Public Utilities commission;
and Walter H. Pollak, New York
lawyer, were named.

Billion-Dollar Utility Property
Was to Be ‘Proving Ground’

| The public ownership group want-
ed o swing the trusteeship for this
| billion-doliar utility into the hands
of the Securities and Exchange com-
mission, as might be done under
the SEC law. They proposed to use
so badly
as proving ground for
their public ownership ideals. It
was contemplated that the Associat-
ed properties eventually would be
welded into TVA, and a great north-
and-south system under government
ownership would have become a

To accomplish this program, how-
ever, it was necessary to dispose of
Mr. Hanes, who favors private own-
ership in industry and who wants
to see America retain its fun-
damental traditions. In due course,
were treated to publication of
views of Senator Norris of Ne-
who was the father of TVA.
very much that the aged
ebraskan knew that he was being
in the fashion that was the

But the scheme worked and
Norris criticissn that Mr. Hanes

been a stock broker smeared
former treasury official who
done more to prevent New Deal
lﬂlnd-llm mistakes than most of the

§ ggﬂ

The attack on Mr. Hanes, how-

Group of Government Officials and Other Interested Indi-
viduals Mix ‘Movement’ Into National
Affairs and Politics.

they did succeed in

secretary
Mr. Driscoll's affiliations in Penn-
sylvania show how he has been
linked consistently with nearly

He was
licked for re-election to congress a
term or two ago and became a lame
duck appointee to the Pennsylvania
commission by the then Governor
George H. Earle.
accepted that the gravy is impor-
tant, it was much more important |
that the trustees should think right, |
according to radical lights.

Third Term for President {
Was in Political Strategy '
Such is the picture of how the |

party endorsement
will be available, or folks will be
induced to believe there is such an

vast help to such a program without
there being any visible connections.
Then, as to rumors, again. We
hear a great deal of gossip about
some members of the
court serving as advisers to less ex-
perienced agitators in the executive
branch of the government. I repeat
that I do not know whether these

1 mastered the art of hurling.

stories are true. There have been

preme court justices and their pro- |
teges in Washington's downtown |

i are |
very disturbing to those of us with
the old fashioned idea that the Su- |
preme court should be an agency
to serve the people in a judicial
capacity and that its members |
w confine their activities to that |

jon, when it is known that there
have been numerous advocates of
wholesale government management
of private industry operating on the |
government payrol them

to obtain government ownership
of private industry is to get industry |
so far into debt that the federal |
government would have to assume |
control. That is to say, only the
tdu-llmmm‘ ment would have suf-
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| the big leagues.

——Speaking of Sports——
Records Prove
Feller Is A. L.
Hurling Champ

By ROBERT McSHANE

({Reloased by Western Newspaper Union.)

balls by the wide margin of 246 to
145, it is easy lo see that he has

While comparisons may be odi-
ous, it is interesting to note that
after four years of professional
baseball, Bob is leading Wa.lter!

BOB FELLER

Johnson in strikeouts. Johnson,
who disappointed more batsmen
than any other pitcher who ever
lived, fanned 3,497 batters in his 21-
year career, an average of 167 a
year, Feller has totaled 712 strike-
outs, a phenomenal average of 178.

New Handicaps

In his first four seasons in ﬂ:el
American league, Johnson fanned |
701 hitters, though he appeared in |
many more games than the Cleve-
land lad.

Remember, too, that in Johnson's
day the pitcher was favored by all
the breaks. Feller is working under
opposite conditions and under many
more handicaps than the pitcher of
30 years ago.

]
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game. Feller has beaten that |
game strikeout record three times. |
He started by striking out 15 men, |

|

came back a short time later
fanned 17, then established a
modern record by fanning 1

on the closing day of the 1938

Feuer_ isn't breaking hi

Another difference between John-
son and Feller is the fact that John-
son relied almost entirely om his |

speed. !;:mmdmhpd[

using it, along with a change of pace,
he can win ball games without set-
ting new strikeout records and can |
ease the punishment to his arm.

Other Great Records
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more th i Wonld
ries triumphs. He has been in
ball as player and
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