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WEEKLY NEWS ANALYSIS

By Farnham F. Dudgeon

| Fall Strength

of German Army
Hits New French Defense Line;
~ First Nazi Bombs Fall on Pans

(EDITOR’'S NOTE—When opinions are expressed in these columns, they
are those of the mews analyst and not necessarily of this mewspaper.)
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mainland. Since that time engineers have labored unceasingly
to protect this Achilles heel of the key to
of

with

England Italy may strike one
Its surrender may be asked as an alternative

on England, some war oracles claim.

MORE WAR:
Big Push

With the same deadly technique
that has humbled Poland, Scandi-

navia, Lunmho_urg. The Nether- |

lands and Belgium, Adolf Hitler
turned from his “triumph’ in Flan-
ders to launch a mighty drive
through central France—aimed di-
rectly at that nation's capital,
Paris.

As usual this technique included
the thousands of well-equipped
troops, supported by the now-
famous and highly feared dive
bombers, strongly armored tanks
and the mightiest of heavy artil-
lery. ;

Full strength of the drive struck
at the heart'of the French line which
stretches across 200 miles of French
soil along the Somme and Aisne riv-
ers. This line of troops, under the
command of Gen. Maxime' Wey-
gand, was hastily bolstered while
the Nazis were busy with ir at-
tack on the British and ch
forces escaping from the Flanders
battiefleld via Dunkirk and the Eng-
lish channel.

But if the allied line of battle had
been bolstered it was done with
French soldiers and not British

forced to bear the brunt of the Ger-
man attack as the English in escap-,
ing the Nazi trap in Flanders, fol-
lowing Be 's capitalation, had
been forced to leave behind huge
stores of equi Until these

As the nation-wide drive to build
up. military defenses went forward
with every governmental agency
straining to the utmost to be help-
ful, Gen. George C. Marshall, army
chief of staff, told congress that
manpower is the army's “‘tragic
shortage.” And he added it is the
“‘only thing in a large measure, that
can produce immediate results.”

Earlier he had said that procure-
ment of equipment was the most
vital need, but when his testimony
before a house appropriations sub-
committee was made public it was
learned that he believed the army's
maximum peacetime strength of
280,000 men would be unable to han-
dle "emergencies stemming from the
current international situation.”

While he opposed suggestions that
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Running Mate?

definite

to become his partner on the tick-
et during a conference on a re-
cent Potomae cruise.

STARS AND STRIPES:
Salute .

If state laws so require, U, S.
schogl children must salute the
American flag, according to a deci-
sion handed down by the Supreme
court. Reasoning: The flag sym-
bolizes a national unity—which tran-
scends all internal differences—re-
ligious or otherwise. In its ruling
the court upheld action of a Penn-
sylvania school board which had ex-
pelled two children for refusing, on
religious grounds, to salute the flag.

In the little coal mining town of
Moweagua, IIL, four men, said to
be members of a religious sect
known as *“Jehovah's Witnesses,™

aroused citizens who threatened

legedly defamed ““Old Glory.”

In Waxahachie, Texas, 90 mem-
bers of a religious sect were jailed
after attempting distribution of lit-
erature described as of “a pacifist
nature.” Officials were forced into
action after a deluge of phone calls
objecting to the literature which
urged nonallegiance to “man-made”’
government.

PAN-AMERICA:
Mr. Dies Goes South

Rep. Martin Dies, chairman of the
house committee investigating un-
American activities, announced that
his probe will be extended to take
in all of the 21 American republics.
This
concern over reports
Washington that German fifth colum-
nists are active in South America.
Mr. Dies said that his investigalors
are already gathering information
along the Mexican border.

ing sought, he added.
Indelible

to vote as they were being “denied
the right of franchise." Just what
he meant wasn't exactly clear but

“repeaters’’ voting.
to present his identification certifi-
cate and have his forefinger dipped
in indelible ink,

were rescued from a group of |

violence after one of the four al- |

news reflects congressional |
reaching |

o

Bruckart’s Washington Digest
National Preparedness Drive
Encounters Political Bickering

Washington Correspondent Sees Defense Program Being
Turned “Into a Vehicle for Selfish Use’; Racketeering
Labor Leaders Climb on Bandwagon.

tively and efficiently if some other
and more dangerous factors were
not horning in on the situation.

It may not yet be so clear to tha
folks outside of Washington, but I
must report that the urgently need-
ed national defense program is be-
ing turned into a vehicle for selfish
use. There is no longer room for
doubt., The tragedy is that many
otherwise sincere and honest indi-
viduals in places of responsibility
are lending aid to this chicanery
and boring-from-within.

The cold fact is that while patri-
otic and far-seeing folks are giving
the best efforts available to the de-
velopment and execution of the na-
tional defense program, fumes and
stench are-beginning to arise from

b

HERBERT HOOVER
He :hzn to disagree.

the midst of this very serious busi-
ness. The condition is upon us and
thus far there is no apparent effort
on the part of anybody in authority
to check it.

One hears and sees how the de-

Closest co-operation with other | fenge rogram is bei speeded.
Western hemisphere nations is be- | Ope m’t’unl.ly offers oo,:xgnendaum.

But hardly is that applause given
when through the cracks and the
crevices comes the information that

Voters of the Republic of Panama | politics is preying upon the whole
turned out in record numbers w:odnme. Some of it already smells

to high heaven. The length to which

of all of us is beyond com
And in the midst of these serious
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dent’s plans in a radio speech.
Two days after Mr. Hoover's

it

the Democratic national committee.
President and His Friends
Have Right to Back Plan

At least, the copy which came to
me was on the stationery of the com-
mittee. I do not mean to say that
either the President or Mr. Johnson
should not defend the program
which is their responsibility. I do
insist, however, that there is no ex-
cuse for accusations of politics when
they, themselves, are playing poli-
tics,

t sort
promotion of President Roosevelt's
candidacy for a third term.

On top of this situation, comes
andther request from President
Roosevelt for congress to appropri-
ate -additional money. He started
out by asking something over a bil-
lion dollars. One hundred million
of this was to be turnmed over to
him, personally. But now, he has
asked for one billion more. He told
congressional leaders that the ter-
rific debacle among the allies, the
surrender of the Belgians by their
king, Leopold, and some other suc-
cesses of the Hitler murder drive
necessitated faster spending.

Those needs may be genuine.
and navy people tell me—and

-3

undertaken a dozen years ngo.
Cost of 50,000 Planes
Is Ten Billion Dollars

Strangely, the request for addi-

?

1%

tional money did not reach congress |

until newspapers throughout the

g

country began calling attention to |

the total cost involved in the Presi-
dent's call for 50,000 new
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—Spenh‘ng_ot Sports——
Texas Clouter
Reminiscent of

Benny Leonard

By ROBERT McSHANE
(Released by e Ualon.)

)

;

Even with these victories
him Jenkins was considered the up-
derdog when he signed up to meet
Champion Lou Ambers. The thin
man of Texas just wasn't scheduled
to offer Ambers much competition.

experts had seen him
They knew he had a heart as lzlc as
himself, and a lethal punch, but
they just couldn't visualize how he
would stack up against Ambers.

Jenkins crossed them
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