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Russia, meanwhile, made ‘a vast
military zone of Bessarabia, which
it seized early this year from Ru-
. mania. Many tacticians believe Rus-
sia was ready to oppose Germany
in the Balkans, bul others were less
sanguine. They believe Russia al-
ready is outflanked in that theater.
A drive to Greece and Turkey also
would give the Axis powers a base
on which to move toward Suez from
another angle, causing a pincer

movement with the Italians mov-
ing east along the Egyptian coast. ]

Afriea still was a gem for con-
quest. Gen. Charles de Gaulle, lead-
er of the “Free France" forces,
based himself at Duala, in the Cam-
eroons, in tropical West Africa. His
arrival coincided with a reception at
Dakar for Gen. Maxime Weygand,
representative of the Vichy forces.
Neutral sailors escaping from Dakar

base for commercial flights to South
America.

Air War

Over England, France, Belgium,
Netherlands and Germany furious
air battles continued. The fight al-
ways was “‘the same as yesterday
—but more violent.” Each side daily
stepped up bombings of enemy ter-
ritory. The great St. Paul's cathe-
dral in London was damaged. Many
died each night under the debris of
stores and apartments. The Ger-
mans used a new_bomb, combina-
tion explosive and incendiary.

Berlin, like London, while able to
deliver tremendous blows'on its op-
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America’s supply of rubber and tin.

THE ARMY:
Awaits Recruits

While men between the ages of 21
and 35 wondered which 700,000 of

them would be first called info camp
under the selective service act, the
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President Speaks

Community Chests in thousands of
communitieg taking part in the 1040
Mobilization for Human Needs

conquer in & world poisoned by
hatred and rayaged by war.”

WASHINGTON:
Defense

The capital is filled with rumors

Roosevelt wins, he will offer Wen-
dell L Willkie, his Republican op-
ponent, the position of commission
chairman.

liam A. Knudsen will be elevated
to the position of "chief of stafl™

Sears Roebuck’' executive expert,

commission's several divisions.

Secrets
Leaks in information supplied by

defense officials, It was indicated
there will be a general tightening
up. Two recent events were the
final straws. First, members of the
house appropriations committee
made public details of an airport
program that the army was guard-
ing and asked be kept secret. Then
Rep. Van Zandt (R., Ps.) made an
array of figures’'of arms equipment,
although Chief of Staff Marshall was
said to have requested the tables
be treated as confidential.

Otherwise on the
front:
@ Secretary of State Hull

resign.

@ American diplomatic missions in
Rome and Berlin were ordered home
in what was described as a person-
nel shift.

@ Rumanian owned funds and se
curities totaling $100,000,000 were
“frozen” in U. S. banks during the
Balkan disturbances.

LABOR:

New Re, ions

With the federal law reducing the
maximum hours of labor from 42
to 40 now in effect, Federal Admin-
istrator Philip B. Fleming an-

A more likely routine is that Wil- |

and that Donald T. Nelson, former |
will be "co-ordinator” between the |

the army to congressmen has irked |

Washington |

l'.de pub- |

lic denial of rumors that he would |

World Bristles With War Talk
'As America Arms for Defense

WASHINGTON.—It is just about
as far from the executive offices of

that a lot of nine-year-old kids and
oldér ones, too, are soon

wouldn't be surprised if certain gen-
tlemen in cerfain foreign capitals
were talking mbout the same thing,
| too: Our new citizen army.
Need for Conscript
| Army in Peacetime
There are certain things about con-
scription that people are thinking
about. According to a lot of letters
| 1 get, what many people want to
| know is why we need a citizen army
| in peace time.
| 1 put that up to a military man
and this is the way he answered me:
“Speed is what counts in an argny
| today. We aren't calling out these
| boys to fight anybody. We are call-
ing them now to train them so they'll
be ready if we ever need them.
| The United States can always raise
a big army if war is ever declared.
But neither we nor any other coun-
try can raise a trained army over
| night—and a lot can happen in the
night these days. What we want
to do is train men for a reserve.

body any more, Meanwhile these
| when they are through their
r's service will go home and slip
their niches in civilian
a war comes they can
ranks over night as
were in danger any-
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that
you can hardly see across the Poto-
mac on a clear day. The political
speeches are so belligerent and the
war-talk, especially what we are get-
ting from Rome, Berlin and Tokyo
so political, it takes
tb separate them.
dispatch from Rome says the
doesn't wanl to get us into war
wants o stop our sid to Brilain.
lin says that i we attack
Germany and Italy will at-
us. That would get us into the
which Rome says the axis
want.
says that H we don't let
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U. 8. Trains Conscript Ann.y and Prepares for Action;
Germany, Italy, Japan Present Solid Front,
Assumie Militant Attitude.

her do what she wants in Asia, Japan
will attack us,

Washington Emphasizes

Defense, Not Off ense

Just now Washington isn't as war-

likg as it sounds. The s

on defense, not . X
are views as to
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are at war and if so, with whom,
these days. Of course, we are at
peace with France, At least we rec-
ognize the French ambassador, the
suave and amisble Henri Haye.
He has a very hard job because,
as ‘everybody knows, the govern-
ment of Vichy has about the same

pe
Limburgér cheese. The dachshund's
tail wags the French poodie.

And the United States govern-
ment, which can't admit officially
that this is true, acts just as if it
muallt.hcdme. It has frozen
French financial in this

other countries o get their
money— doesn't make them
angry either. Some Hollanders in-
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