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WEEKLY NEWS ANALYSIS

By Edward C. Wayne

Nazi and Italian Activities in U. S.
Are Curtailed by Government Action;
‘War of Nerves’ Continues as Fighting
Centers in Near East and North Africa
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‘A Tightening

Following up the sinking of the
Robin Moor, the government tight-
ened still further its nets about fifth

America, President Roosevelt in-
dicated, was going to be firm from
now on with regard to fifth column
activities and sabotage, and was go-
ing to see to it that it was known
who was coming into the country un-

Of Nerves

In spite of considerable activity
in the Near East and the North Af-
rican fronts, the war settled down to
a “war of nerves” again, with the
nervous tension reaching far and
wide as Germany massed men and
machines on the Russian border.

The troops were not placed geo-

graphically close to the border, but’

that they were

The announcement that a Turkish-
Russian-Nazi pact had been drawn
up did little to relieve the nervous
tension, as it was not immediately
confirmed, nor was it clear whether
this would solve the situation.

For few thought that any such
agreement, made under the threat
force variously estimat-

;
;

i
;
5

iyl
L

g

AlR:
Special Arm?

The question of whiether the Unit-
ed States shall have a separate air
force or whether the army and navy
should each have its own was be-
ing debated.

The senate had a bill for a sep-
arate air arm, under a new cabi-
net officer, just as the army and
navy each has its own secretary.

There were many taking stands on
each side of the question, but the
general feeling was that the bill,
if it reached debate, would pass.

However, some pointed to the ex-

iterranean fleet, abandoned by
planes when the RAF decided not
to defend Crete. The ships found
themselves practically at the mercy
of the German bombers, and losses
were heavy indeed.

The others pointed to the stories
about the IMlustrious, a British plane
carrier, presumably as well
equipped as any fleet could be to
cope with enemy planes—yet almost
destroyed twice in recent weeks by
the fire power of enemy bombers.

The first school maintains that the
reason the fleet was in severe trou-
ble off Crete was that it was de-
serted by the RAF over which it
had no control, the RAF being a
separate arm.

The navy should have had its own
planes, and depended on them, it
was maintained. The other school,
in pointing to the Illustrious, showed
how the navy cannot expect to man-
age even its own planes efficiently,
as the two services are so foreign
to each other,

They also pointed to the disastrous
habit of army and navy aviation
competing with each other, in de-
signing planes and purchasing and
equipping them, thus each develop-
ing its own source of supply—a bad
economic procedure of production
when mass methods are considered.

Yet, it was pointed out, even if
the senate bill creating a separate
force is successfully carried, it
would be a long time before it would
actually get into being, for the army
and navy are too busily engaged
in supplying themselves and train-
ing pilots right now to allow any of
their energies to be spared to build
up a new separate air arm.

JAPAN:

Admits Failure

The upshot of the Japanese-Dutch
East Indies affair appeared to be
a total defeat for the Japanese,
though it was by no means clear
whether Nippon was willing to let it
go at that,

The long-awaited text of the final
Japanese statement, once the Dutch
had stood firm and refused all the
Jap requests and ultimatums, was,
briefly, this:

“So sorry, but everything will be
as it always has."”

The Japanese admitted they bad
accomplished nothing, but that nor-
mal relations with the Dutch would

Honors for Both

Knox and Stimson,
also Canada's prime minister, Mac-
kenzie King all made important
statements carrying big sidelights
on the war and America’s national
defense.

* Knox, speaking in Canada, said

that the United States is "practh:&-

arguing that the $285,000,000
Lawrence river seaway ought to
constructed as soon
order to provide a
much of the way from American
factories to Britain, foresaw a

war.

One senator asked Stimson if i
was not true that the project would
take four years to construct, and if
so, wouldn't the war be over long
before it was finished.

Mr. Stimson said, in the first
place, that he thought it was going
to be a long war, and in the second
place, we ought not to go on a basis
of thinking it would be a short one.

Premier King, in the United States
for a visit, made Canada's answer
te American isolationists and ene-
mies of the lease-lend bill who had
accused Canada of demanding
“cash on the barrel-head” for Ca-
nadian production while Britain

-

Mr..l{ing said that Americans who
made these statements failed to take

U. S. for leased or lent |
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Nation's Nutrition Problem
Is Subject of Wide Study

Experts Seek Methods of Restoring ‘Pep’ to-
America’s Diet; Chaplain Has Vital
Role in United States Army.

By BAUKHAGE
National Farm and Home Hour Commentator.

WNU Service, 1343 H Street, N. W., | why Washington awaited the “de-
Washington, D, C. talls” of the sinking of the Robin
Moor with such calm.
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der of the Mayo clinic, puts it? We | in the army
are going to try to make them *‘all
alive"—and alive longer, too.

This month, tions have
been meeting all over the nation to
talk about this problem that has

America

it—just to mention two of many
groups which have joined Uncle Sam
in this job of building better’ bod-|T
ies, brighter minds and a more stal-

wart nation.

1 sat today in the office of M. L. |Ject @ personal word,
Wilson, head of the extension service
of the department of agriculture. I But
hated to leave, so fascinating were itual
his stories, true stories from the

But let's get down to brass tacks,
as the chief of chaplains and I did

into account the fact that Canad
was giving the United Kingdom
enormous quantities of men and mu-
nitions which were neither leased no
lent but were an outright gift toward
the winning of the war.

He said that Canada was not
forced to fight on behalf of Britain,
that the decision was fully and free-
ly made by Canadians themselves
on a basis of complete autonomy.

He added that he believed the
United States, in much the same
way, had arrived at the same de-
cision—to give all-out aid to Britain.

CHUTE:
British Style
A dramatic story of how the Brit-

)

The maneuver was said to
been carried out so swiftly tha
German headquarters did not
i happened until it

were
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Attics Give Up
Gifts for Briton

to Britain's evacuees,

victims and members of the army,
navy and Royal Air force reveals
American attics have
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to imagine,” one organization
cial said. ““The clothing is a
freshly cleaned and the people in
the United States seem to have a

i

% second sight when it comes to giving

dresses, or sturdy trousers for boys,
or shoes for bombed firemen or lay-

him. | ottes for babies—in fact, about any-
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thing possible to imagine, we
| we usually can count on them being
in the next shipment. They usually
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