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WEEKLY NEWS ANALYSIS

By Edward C. Wayne

Soviet Claims Strong Counter-Attacks
Stall German Drive in Three Sectors;
Japan Feels Weight of ‘Crack Down’;
British Get Invasion Threat Warning
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Russians that they
not only stopped the Nazis

taken the offensive at
penetrations as
miles had been made,
featured the Russo-German war
news.

E

fairly accurate, pointing at many
admissions from Berlin tending to
show that the high command was
dissatisfied with the progress being

made.
This disshtisfaction was expressed
in complaints against the difficulty
of the terrain, the bad character of
the Russian roads, and the strong
resistance of the Russian troops.

Using these statements as at least
an explanation and a background
for belief in the general failure of
the German offensive, observers
sought to find the answer in Rus-
sian tactics and Russian prepared-
ness.

They pointed out that in the last
war, Russia had an army of about
800,000, poorly mobilized, well-led
but not. enthusiastic for fghting.
This force was hurled into the east-
ern battiefleld without good prepara-
tion, ran into highly trained oppo-
sition and was defeated bit by bit.

This time, apparently, the general
Russiin plan was to place a good-
sized portion of the huge army on
the long front, fight a series of rear-
guard and testing actions to dis-
cover where the main Nazi punch
would be directed, and to keep the
most excellent forces in reserve.

The German drive apparently was
hitting in three general directions,
Leningrad, Kiev and Moscow, with
the heaviest attack in the center,
with Smolensk the focal point.

It was around Smolensk that the
severest fighting occurred, and it
was there that the German effort
bogged down most seriously. For

their trenches and were gradually

a
claimed that the Nazis, failing
against Russia, were thinking of
turning to a British invasion at-

GASOLINE:

Curtailment
l Gasoline consumption under man-
datory control, with a view to re-

entire 1,000-mile front, but | ducing the volumé of eastern states’
had | demand to meet the oil transpor-

| tation shortage moved a step nearer
when Secretary of the Interior Ickes
recommended that more than
100,000 service stations in eastern
states close from 7T p. M. to T a. m.
every night in the week.

This was the first direct move on
the part of the government to limit
sales of gasoline, Rationing may
follow, it was indicated by some
sources.

Ickes said he was continuing his
appeal for a voluntary one-third cut
in consumption, hoping that the
station - closing recommendation,
“plus the voluntary curtailment will
be enough to put us across.”

JAPAN:
A Winner?

The Japanese situation was highly
confusing to the lay mind, for the
invasion of French Indo-China, even
with the consent of Vichy, seemed
plainly an overt act, and one which
should merit the strongest possible
punishment from Britain and the
United States.

Indeed, this was the way it all
started out, with concerted action by
the U. S., Britain, Australia, Can-
ada and the Dutch East Indies. How-
ever, as the days went on and as the
Japanese continued to land military
forces in Indo-China, there began to
be dispatches indicating that the
adverse action would be much mild-
er than had been anticipated.

In fact, British sources said that
oil shipments to Japan might contin-
ve; the Dutch said they had not
‘'yet'"" abrogated their agreement
with Japan for 1,800,000 tons of oil
a year; Washington hinted that the
‘‘appeasement oil" might continue
to go to Japan as long as she did
more than invade Indo-
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Indian oil, for the
preparations to
refineries instantly.
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NIPPON:
Behavior

If future action against Japan was
to depend on the behavior of the
Nipponese, there was little immedi-
ate evidence that this behavior
would be mild.

Almost immediatély there was a
serious “incident” when Japanese
bombers attacking Chungking
paused directly over the U. S. gun-
boat Tutuila, part of the Yamgtze
river patrol, and dropped some
bombs, which damaged the vessel,
though there were no casualties.

occurred. No injuries to U. 8.
seamen were reported. Before
an official protest could be made,
Japanese official apologized for

the incident.

U.S.:
Turning Tide

The frank statement by Secretary
of the Navy Knox that an American
destroyer in the Atlantic had
dropped three depth bombs when it
belteved it was about to be attacked
by a submarine focused attention
on the “battle of the Atlantic."

It brought by Senator George the
statement that he believed the U. 8.
naval patrol of the sea lanes as far
east as Iceland appeared to have
been of such assistance to Britain
that she was slowly gaining the up-
per hand in the effort to keep the
ocean free for the passage of sup-

plies.

At about the same time however,

Germany announced the sinking of
19 vessels in one convoy, totaling
116,000 tons. Yet the Nazis admitted
that the sinking was accomplished
only with the greatest difficulty.
. The German dispatches, 'in de-
scribing the .armed escort of the
patrol, admitted that there were
many armed ships, in fact, claimed
the sinking of one and the damag-
ing of another.

Partly due to American interven-

the “battle in the Atlantic is mov-
ing progressively in opr favor," and
this sentiment was quoted and
echoed by Senator George.

From the turn of events, however,
the senator drew the conclusion that

sion of Britain this year. He cited
also the difficulty of the German
invasion of Russia as one of his
reasons.

In this premise of the Georgia
senator, however, Churchill hardly
seemed to agree. v
HOPKINS:

To Moscow i

The flight of Harry Hopkins,
President Roosevelt's lend-lease ad-
ministrator and personal represen-
tative to warring capitals, caused
intense interest here, because it was
supposedly portending the sending
of lend-lease aid to Russia.

Hopkins was scheduled to confer
Stalin in person, also to talk
leaders such as Molotov, Lit-

and others

deparfure was a closely
guarded secret until he had arrived
safely, and it was a danger-
ous flight, as Nazi warplanes
flying over Mos-
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Tax Returns?

One of the most dubious pieces
of tax legislation found its central
fight to circle about whether or not
usbands and wives should be
forced to file joint returns.

Few prognosticators in Washing-
ton could be found willing to bet
that the battle would end one way

-3

tion, Churchill told the commons, _

there would be no attempt at inva- |
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New U. S. Farm Policy
Aims af High Producion

Latest Campaign Represents

see considerable new money:
dications based on conditions that af-
fect the farmers' general outlook
on life, as well as his cash income."

That statement did not come from
“official sources”—it didn't even
come from a farmer, althtugh he
used to be one. It was made in
my office by squarecut, square-
jawed Conklin (“Pop") Mann, an
editor and advertising man, keen
student of rural matters, and a long-
time friend of mine. Mann was
down from New York, bursting with
enthusiasm for his favorite theme—
assured prosperity on the farm.
Mann believes that business has a
job ahead to interpret and Teadjust
its marketing to meet the sweeping
economie changes now taking place
in American agriculture.

The farmer is now becoming a far
more important factor in the dis-
tribution of both consumable and
capital goods than ever before.
That rise in the farmers’ economic
importance isn't just a matter of
great cash income, according to
Mann. It is due, rather, to the fact
that the farmer now has a sound
business platform under him and
can plan and work on a basis com-
parable to any other business man.

“Farmers,” says Mann, “‘are both
doing well and experiencing a new
sense of economic security because
of parity and guaranteed prices for
farm products. There is a definite

logical response to their feel-
ing of increased safety. When a
farmer is doing well, and feeling
secure, look for a strong upward

| surge in his buying psychology.”

Mann interprets the farm in terms
of modern industry—he sees the farm
as a manufacturing plant, produc-
ing the raw materials for food,

| ucts.
down in farm economics,” says this
agro-idealist, “have taken place
which give the farmer a stabilized
economic base from which he can
plan and work with a sense of
security- he never had before.”

| Farmer Psychology

I like the way this hard-hitting,
successful business man and writer
describes the psychology of the
tarmer as he grew up with him in
other days. He asks this question of
the industrialist:

“How would ‘¥ feel about

t and a lot of
livestock, and, once a year, I planj-
ed crops, not knowing if the price

§

g

&

operation, advice and
that the government can give them.

Quite a different picture from
"plwinsmdu;.“. % -
Cotton Linters .

And Powder Making

From ‘Plowing Under’ Plan; Powder
Makers Need Cotton Linters.

By BAUKHAGE
National Farm and Home Howr Commensator.

clothing and numerous other prod- |
“Evolutionary changes, deep |

Definite Shift

ears the solemn warning of Rep.
Wright Patman, of Texas, in the
house of representatives, that there
will be a linters shortage by

-
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the morning, nose to tail, the parked |

cars patiently hug the curb, await-
ing their masters’ will. As the day
begins, there is a little knot of col-
ored girls and other servants who
are on their way to wake the missus
and get breakfast, lunch and din-
ner and then depart for their own
mysterious habitations.

Of course, there are more cars than
girls, for, here as elsewhere, the car
is the No. 1 luxury. Better walk
up three flights to a hall-bedroom
than be car-less.

Of course, there are many gov-
emnment employee families which
have settled down as contented
bourgeoisie,
secure beneficiaries of bureaucracy.

homes, on which there is plenty of

time to work, after four-thirty. There |
and India.

is the 26-day leave each year and

14-day sick leave, occasional fur- |
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War Cuts Down
Spice Supply

Drop in Eastern Commerce
Blamed for Another
‘Kitchen Shortage.’

WASHINGTON. — The nation's

“Higher wages and shorter hours

| than on the farm sccount for the

the unambitious but |

switch from agriculture to indus-
Source in Far East.

Here are some of the products
that normally are imported, what
they are used for, and the produc-
ing countries: _—1

Vegetable tallow—cand soaps
and waxes—China. )5/

Palm oil—soap, poo, lard
and butter substi and tin plate
manufacture. The by-product cake
is used for cattle feed and fertilizer
—Dutch East Indies, Philippines,
Africa.

Sisal and henequen—binder twine,
cord rugs, sacks, cement plasters,

| wall board, paper and “as a sub-

stitute for hair"—Dutch East In-
dies and British East Africa.
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Pounds Yearly. 3
NEW  ORLEANS. —
ing their pirogues along the
of Louisiana's sluggish
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