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WEEKLY NEWS ANALYSIS

By Edward C. Wayne

British Open New Offensive in Libya
In Attempt to Divert Axis Attention
And Create Second Front for Russia;
Demand for Strike Legislation Grows
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BRITISH: JAPAN:
Second Front Carrying the Ball?

Europe so that

have to be diverted from their ef-

»

forts against Leningrad, Moscow
and the southern Russian fronts.
But Britain's campaign in Lybia
did take most world capitals by
surprise and first reports indicat-
ed that 750,000 British troops aided
by the R.A.F. had started their at-
tempt to drive all Italian and Ger-
man forces from North Africa.
First objective was the relieving
of the besieged British forces at To-
bruk, Libya. Here a British garri-
son had been holding out against the
Mazis and Italians since mid-April

STRIKE:
‘Unsound Premise’?

The breakdown of negotiations be-

tween President Roosevelt and John
L. Lewis over the “captive coal
mine” strike had been followed by

miners, an immediate loss to the
involved steel companies of close to
a million tons of coal.

The walkout had come to cap a
previous climax reached when the
was considering the neutrali-
This found the members
administration,
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the White House.

long had kept
down on anti-strike legisla-
ground although
ressure on him to give way to
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Y stories of violence

disorder appeared, but still
immediate move

, the only such
the mobilization of
the Alabama home
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also had been threats of
sirikes in steel plants, but

these was called off on the
members of the United Mine

excitement concerning the labor sit-
uation, particularly as strikes were

Treading gingerly, much as a nov-
ice would attempt to walk barefoot-
ed over a Hindu fakir's bed of
spikes, were Secretary Hull and Sa-
buro they had started
their conversations looking to a bet-
ter understanding between America
and Japan—or a better misunder-

standing.

Kurusu, using a familiar autum-
nal term in the United States, had
said that he was carrying the ball
for Japan, and that he hoped to
make a touchdown.

But neither he nor Hull were set-
ting any speed records in
ken-field running. Early stages of

CORDELL HULL
Mr. Kurusu ‘carvied the ball’

the talks were “exploratory,” both
said, and if there was anything sin-
ister about the affair it came from
Kurusu, who asked reporters, “Why
are Americans so war-minded?"
This brought a smile to the corre-
spondents who were thinking in
terms of Japan's record as opposed
to that of the United States..

After the first conversation with
Hull, the Nipponese envoy was
asked, "‘Still think you'll make that
touchdown?”’ He answered gravely,
*1 don’t know."

RUSSIA:
Offensive

The Red army had taken the of-
fensive in the northern and central
sectors, but on the south was losing
an important battle to preserve
connection with the Caucasian oil-
fields, vital to her armed forces.

The Nazi invasion force in the
Crimea had taken Kerch, last port
on the easterm tip of the Crimean
peninsula, and only a two-mile strait
separated her troops from a fool-
hold on the Caucasus itself.

Yet it was to be a difficult foot-
hold to gain, and even more difficult
to hold, military observers agreed,
especially a hard ‘point with which
to establish lines of communication
and supply.

Unusual reports were coming
from Moscow, once more supplant-
ing Kuibyshev in the datelines of
dispatches, including stories of Ger-
mans on the retreat in one sector
so rapidly that they fled through the
snow in their underwear, leaving
their uniforms behind.

Also the unpreparedness of the
Nazis for winter warfare was de-
scribed as most desperate, and it
was recounted that prisoners had
been taken wearing women's fur

coats.

A Danie] Brigham dispatch to the
Times from Bern stated that one
Red outfit finally had been equipped
entirely with automatic rifles
(whether Garands or not could not
be learned) and that in the Kalinin
distriet this organization had dealt
a crushing blow to the Nazis.

London had reported an effort on
the part of the Germans with heavy
mechanized forces to cut the railway
line between Rostov and Moscow,
and that the air force also was
heavily involved.

The Red air force, on the other
hand, was reportedly filling itself
out with British and American
planes, and was rapidly meeting the
numerical superiority of the Ger-
mans. >

MISCELLANY:

Blankenberghe, Belgium: Five ex-
hausted British fliers on a rubber
raft were saved from death by
Belgian swimming

SPEED:
In Production

W. AVERILL HARRIMAN
Messenger of cheer.

W. Averill Harriman, American
lease-lend envoy, had arrived in the
British capital, full of enthusiasm
for American production and found
himself overwhelmed by the speed
British production had attained.

Having set himself to deliver mes-
sages of cheer to the British over
the American pace of manufacture
of war materials, Mr. Harriman in-
stead declared he was beginning to
worry lest the United States might
fall behind Britain in this fleld where
America was supposed to be pre-
eminent. 7

Mr. Harriman sald that United
States’ aid to Russia was proceed-
ing well, but that again he felt the
country was behind the scale at
which the British have been sending
aid.

CHANGE:
In Leaders

The reply of the British govern-
ment to demands that changes be
made in the war leadership, which

war cabinet, came in the form of
a change in generals, eflective
Christmas day.

Gen. Sir Alan Brooke, 58, a special-
ist in mechanized warfare, was to
replace Gen. Sir John Dill as chief
of the imperial general staff

Dubbed a “wizard” in this form
of warfare by his fellow officers,
General Brooke had been com-
mander of the home defense forces
since July, 1940,

There was little significance to be
found in the change except for the
fact that General Brooke was two
years younger than Dill. Sixty was
described in the British press as a
“normal’ retirement age" for an
army general.

Brooke was a winner of the D.8.0.
in the last war, is a steely eyed,
dark mustached northern Irishman,
and was commended for his bril-
liant direction of the Second corps
during the battle of the Low Coun-
tries in 1940,

He is credited with being the in-
ventor of the barrage map for ar-
tillery fire, He also is quoted
with a statement that he would
“‘welcome an invasion attempt” as
it would afford an opportunity of
“throwing the Nazis into the sea.”

MISSION:

To Soviet

A large number of American
army officers soon will have a
close-up view of the actual conduct
of the German blitz against Russia.

It bhad been learned that a big
military mission was being formed
and will be sent to Archangel, Rus-

operation with the Soviet that
now America's full policy.

REWARD:

Slaying Suspect .

For the first time since the slay-
ings of German soldiers of occupa-
tion started in France, the German
authorities named a murder suspect,
identified him, and offered unusual
rewards for his capture.

The name, oddly of German sound

“an exceptional danger-

had frankly meant members of the !

and spelling, was that of Gilbert
22, and he had been de- |

Unfit Draftees
To Be Treated

Army to Build Up Health
of 200,000 Who Were
Dropped in Draft.

WASHINGTON. — Plans for - re-
habilitating 200,000 of the 1,000,000
youths who have been rejected for
military service because of physical
es were an-

mentally or physically.

The President said that he would
start a long-range program calling
for co-operation of states, counties,
cities, townships and individuals to
remedy the underlying causes of
the situation.

The plan for rehabilitating the
200,000 men was adopted on the
basis of a report to the President
from Brigadier General Hershey,
director of the selective service sys-
tem. The President could not esti-
| mate how much it would cost but
said that it would be much less than
if the men had been inducted and
rehabilitation had been attempted.

Plans Under Way.

The plans are already far ad-
vanced for helping the 200,000 men.
Those suffering from heart dis-
eases, musculo-skeletal defects and
mental and nervous disorders will
be put in a special category and will
be examined by traveling boards or
teams of specialists who will rec-
ommend curable cases for immedi-
ate treatment at government cost.

Of those rejected under the selec-
tive service act, 100,000 were found
mentally unequipped for service,
since they did not have the equiva-
lent of a fourth-grade education.
The other 900,000 rejections were
| due to physical defects or mental
and nervous diseases. The largest
category of physical defects came
under the dental classification, rep-
resenting nearly 21 per cent of the
| whole. Defective eyes were an-
other major cause of rejection.

“The registrant will have the
privilege of having the services per-
formed by his family physician or
| dentist in his own community.
| ““The cost of this rehabilitation
iprommwillbehombyuwhd-
| eral government as a necessary
of our national defense pro-
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worker.

But that's just the beginning of
Ballou's record. He
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PITTSBURGH. — A 12l.year-old
| Carnegie Tech student who regis-
tered a girl for the draft “just for
| the fun of it"” was embarrassed to
| learn that draft authorities failed to

Cloud Heights Now
Found by Photo Eye

New Method Aids Weather
Bureau and Aviators.

SCHENECTADY, N. Y. — Scien-
E:t- have developed a new method

by simple geometry, tion.
The method was developed by the
bureau of standards.

an elevation of 9,000 feet have been
detected. For cumulus
clouds illuminated by direct sun-
light and having elevations up to
000 feet, the detection is positive.”
The projector consists of the lamp
in front of a two-foot parabolic mir-
ror. The "electric eye” detector
receives the light through a lens
and a slit diaphragm.

-

the rays scatter when they hit the
clouds. This light scattering is de-
tected by a photoelectric eye locat-
ed at a known distance from the
lamp and adjusted for the flash fre-
quency so that the beam may be dis-
tinguished from background atmos-
pheric light.

The height of clouds, of course, is
important in determining “ceiling"’
of visibility and the safety of con-
ditions for plane flight. In addition

the data are important in forecast- |

ing the weather.

All Men in London Must
Help Out in Fire Watch
LONDON.—With “London Must
Not Burn" as his slogan, Herbert
Morrison, minister of home secur-
ity, ordered all able-bodied men re-
siding in London to register for com-
pulsory fire-watch duties.

This call-up, which affects the

majority of men between the ages |

of 18 to 60, is the consequence of
an insufficient number of volunteers.

Hitherto, compulsory registration
has applied only to people living
and working in the city and West-
minster, but it will now affect the
whole of the London region, irre-
spective of requests of local autheri-
ties.

Speaking in parliament Morrison
said:

“In every London area, including
the outer suburbs, all male British
subjects between 18 and 60 must
register with the local authority.
Certain classes of people already
carrying out war duties will be ex-
empt.”

In the original regulations, giving
the minister the necessary power,
it outlines that he must be satisfled
with the number of persons volun-
tarily enrolled.
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Price Control Problems
Enliven Inflation Threat
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“Three Distinct Groups Hold Up Definite Action;
U. S. Farm ‘Bloc’ Is Often Confused
With Farmer’s Organizations. J

By BAUKHAGE
National Farm and Home Hour Commentator.

tion. There is a group which be-
lieves with Bernard Baruch that a
celling must be put on all prices and
wages. There is a group, represent-
ed by Leon Henderson, price con-
trol administrator, which believes
that only those prices which show
l.lgmdutungautoihmd;hould
be controlled. There is a third
group in congress which simply re-
tuses to take any action. These latter
are the ones who are responsible
for delaying consideration of the
present bill which is widely criticized
by many in all three groups.

The result of these conflicting
groups is a growing fear that infla-
tion which cannot be checked will
be upon us before we know it.

For a while i?!was thought that
the administration might follow
Canada’s plan of price control
which is soon to be put into effect.
First, Canada tried a piece-meal
method, similar in some respects
to Mr. Henderson's ideas. Then, in-
asmuch as this did not work satis-
factorily, “ceilings”” on both prices
and wages were written into a new
plan which more nearly resembles

| that supported by Mr. Baruch's fol-
| lowers.

4 1

Details of Britain's price control
policy were recently reported by of-
ficials here and they reveal some
interesting theories of particular in-
terest now. This policy may explain

why it is being said that some peo- |

ple in Washington believe “a little
inflation is a good thing,” in spite of
the dire wamnings as to what will
happen if price rises are not
checked immediately.
British ‘Bidding’ System

The British, it seems, have come

to the conclusion that freezing prices
and wages and profits just do not go
hand-in-hand with a maximum war
effort in a democracy. They say
“You have to bid for a
In other
words, you have to permit the work-
man to get bigger wages, you have
to give the farmer higher prices,
you have to offer industry a bigger
profit, if you expect a maximum ef-
fort in the machine shop, in the field
and orchard, behind the .desk.
Therefore, you have to follow a cer-
tain amount of elasticity in prices
{and wages and that

frankly,
maximum war effort.”

certain amount of inflation.

| Equally frankly the British have
evolved this maxim: Building mo-
rale is just as important as checking
inflation. You can give the work-
man certain social advantages to
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There is a reason why the
can, and sometimes is, more
to be an evil force than the orj
zation. The bloc composed of
ticians who must have votes at

rather
promise it and work for it until
themselves are elected.

The need for the farm organiza-
tions did not appear at begin-

| on a geographical basis
| s}

'au.mitwhichba-hrnmnp
| resented a cross-section !
tion's economic activity and inter-
est.

| Then conditions changed, cities

dit.

being. At first their chief objective
was to obtain public school and agri-
cultural education.

This movement was the beginning




