N

———

Vol. LXVII

GRAHAM, N. C., THU

WEEKLY NEWS ANALYSIS By Edward C. Wayne

Rome Discloses Plot to Kill Mussolini
As .Part of Widespread Revolt Plans;
Soviet Claims Gains in Bitter Fighting;
Nazis Stall British Campaign in Libya

‘8 NOTE—When
are bhese of the mews analysi and not necessarily of this “"
iRel by Western Newspaper Unton.) wm‘

made from a British bombing plane shows the result
of aerial bomb hits on enemy barracks near Mellaha, Tripoli, during

raid that preceded the British push into Libya. The atiack
anes which flew close to roof-height of the buildings.

ROME: RUSSIAN:
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Admi«ts-ﬂsﬂah Victory Develops

With an air of having quelled the The Russian communiques had
whole thing, official Rome had ad- developed the extent of the Red
mitted that’ ever since the start of | army's outstanding wvictory of the
the war there has been a huge fifth | war around Rostov, and finally had
column organization busily engaged | claimed that General Von Kleist's
in sabotage of the nation's war ef- | forces were fleeing from Timoshen-
fort. ko's armies right into a Soviet trap.

Sixty of the leaders had already Gérmany, admitting the retreat in
been arrested and tried, it was re- | the southern central front, had
ported and at least one plot to assas- | sought to belittle it as a mere “di-
ginate Mussolini had been quelled. | version" attack, and concentrated

Official Rome accused Britain and | its interest on the holes its forces
Russia of sponsoring the group, of | were punching in the Moscow de-
financing it and directing it. fense ring.

Of chief interest was the fact that
it was centered in Trieste, center
of the largest Italian industrial con-
ﬂ!t:rlm. and that much of its ac-
tivity been the blowing up of
munitions factories.

claimed that 60

was
leaders had been arrested, the Ste-
fani report stated that 11 actual
of many of the out-
T were still at large.

sted as taken from the plotters
were 50 pounds of high explo-
sives, 149 hand grenades, 75 incen-
diary bombs, two machine guns, 85
revolvers, rapid-fire pistols and thou-

sands of rounds of ammunition.
Though the report was confirma-
tory in many respects of previous
stories of revolt and terrorism in
Italy

many observers wondered
at the purpose in making an
official disclosure of the facts of the
trial at Trieste.

BRITAIN:
Libyan Drive
The British in Libya, basing their

general tactic on a split-up of the
German mechanized divisions into

:

“fighting recklessly and ferocious-
ly,”" according to the London com-
muniques, succeeded in reuniting.

Fortunately for the British, the
union was formed inside the general
trap on the Libyan *“hump.” And
the royal navy rapidly rushed re-
inforcements ashore to the armies
battling on land, making landings
successfully at several points on the
coast,

British spokesmen at Cairo re-
garded the incident of the juncture
of the German forces simply as
“one of the downs in an up-and-
down fight,” said the imperial troops
had mnot lost their confidence nor
their initiative, and that British
mechahized forces and airplanes
still were dominating the fighting.

He said:

“In this fluid battle which had
raged on the main front with fluctu-
ations over an area of more than
1,600 square miles for many days,
the center of gravity has altered
alnust daily as our or the enemy's
main tank concentrations massed
for attack or counter-attack.”

That was as clear a picture as it
was possible to obtain. It was not,
however, immediately discernible
from the war maps where Berlin,
still worried over the situation, but
a little more confident, had any-
thing 1o cheer about yet.

STRIKE:
Rail Settlement

President Roosevelt disclosed de-
tails of the settlement which had
averted the rail strike of 1,200,000
members of the brotherhoods and
had resulted in an estimated pay
i&rﬂu of $200,000,000 to $300,000,-

Kuibyshev declared that the shat-
tered remnants of Von Kleist's
army was fleeing westward along
the northern shore of the Sea of
Asov, and that between it and es-
cape was another large Russian
force which presumably had struck
southward from Kharkov, and whose
cutoff of the German supply line was
not only hampering retreat but
meant eventual annihilation of the
armies unless they could escape by
se®

JAPAN:
Exchange

President Roosevelt, attempting
to clarify the Japanese issue, for-
mally had placed before the Nip-
ponese government a demand that
it explain why Jeapan had sent so
many military, naval and air forces
into Indo-China, probably a jump-
ing off place for an attack on Thai-
land or the Burma road, perhaps
both,

The President did not congider
this demand an ultimatum.

At the time the Japanese reply to
the President's request was being
handed to the state department in
Washington, Japanese newspapers
indicated that the steady rise of re-
sentment against U. S. interference
in Far Eastern affairs was continu-
ing. From Singapore came word
that ships had been ordered to that
point to remove Japanese nationals
from British and Dutch possessions
in that area. The situation in the
Pacific was getting more critical
daily.

President Roosevelt, in his press
conference at which he discussed
his action, stressed that the demand
was to a friendly nation with whom
the United States was at peace and
hoped to remain that way.

But, he added, he had been dis-
turbed by reports of the large mili-
tary concentrations already in
Indo-China, and by further reports
that additional forces of all kinds,
military, naval and air which re-
cently had been sent there had ex-
ceeded the numbers agreed to by
the Vichy government, which had
submitted under duress.

On top of this, he said, there were
reporis that Japan was now send-
ing to Indo-China reinforcements
many times the numbers already
on hand. ;

MISCELLANY:

Tokyo: Telling the people to be
ready for anything, the press in-
formed Japanese that the British
were about to invade Thgllanq—
usual Axis prelude to an invasion
by its own forces,

- & ®

Cleveland: The first rivetiess
welded tank was to be turned
this month at a factory here.
new tank will be called the M-4.

all-
The

WINSTON CHURCHILL

Were U. 8. warships relieving his navy?

The arrival of the first British
capital ship ever to go to the Far
East at the head of a fleet, the
35,000-ton  battleship Prince of
Wales, electrified Singapore and
was accompanied by the announce-
ment from Washington that launch-
ings of warships during November
by the American navy had totaled
more than one a day.

In addition to the huge battleship

whose identity was revealed, at |

least one other capital ship had
been sent to the Far East by Brit-
ain, and the fleet, under Admiral
“Tom Thumb” Phillips, was of
considerable proportions.

As to American launchings, these

had included the 35,000-ton battle- |

ship Indiana, the 10,000-ton light

cruiser Cleveland, four destroyers |
and a submarine, added to many |

other smaller craft.

Keels were laid during the month
for one cruiser, nine destroyers and
three submarines, Washington re-
vealed.

Prime Minister Churchill, an- |

nouncing as the ships arrived that
reinforcements were being sent to
the Far East, said this had been
made possible by increased Amer-

jcan aid in the Atlantic, bearing |

out the general feeling that the
U. S. navy was picking up much of
the load in that ocean.

WOMEN:

In Uniform

Churchill had solefnnly told the |

house of commons that with Amer-
jcan aid and increaséd tempo of
British production, the crisis of ma-

—that of man and woman power.
He asked authority to draft 3,000,-

000 more men into the uniformed |
services, also to begin to draft |

women, also for service in uniform,
though combatant work would be
done only by women who volun-
teered.

Many other changes were to be
made in the conscription structure
as Britain prepared to enlist the
services of the nation's full power
on the “right little, tight little isle.”

Men 18% years old were to be |
called up. The age for compulsory |

nfilitary service was to be raised
from 41 to 51 years.

This, he said, would yield 2,750,000
men. He asked also permission to
withdraw a government promise
that no men under 20 would be sent

overseas. He wants, he said, to send B R i any repai I of

them overseas at a minimum of 19
years.

As to the women for the draft, |
he explained he wants the right to |

conscript single women between 20

services, though not for combat
“‘unless they volunteer.” It was the
first indication that with modern
mechanized war women might be
just as acceptable as men for the
fighting services.

HOW MUCH:
Aid to Reds?

There was Quite a controversy
raging in lease-lend quarters In
Washington when it was revealed
that the October and November
promises of aid to Russia had fallen
far short of being carried out.

The reasons were four-fold, but
back of them all was an apparent
inability of those in command to de-
cide whether to all Russia
asked, and whether, if it was sent,
it would arrive at usable points
and In good time.

Asked why this was, authorities

had responded first that there was a |
considerable lack of ships to carry |

the materials; second, there
difficulty getting the British to per-
mit the United States to cut down

on
Britjshnid.sendhuthemmﬁal:

Russia; third, there was a lack

information as to whether

really could handle 350,000 tons a

month at the port of Archangel.
B.:u:ﬂm';:ld.hl to Ind
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on the ice, they said, and migh
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lost or wasted.

| the early engagements of this Brit-

| Fine Mechanical Experts

RSDAY, DECEMBER 11, 1941

Brifish Libyan Campaign
Tests New U. S. Tanks

Superior Type of Mechanized Units Developed;
‘Sea Otter,” Powered by Auto Engines,
To Be Used as Cargo Vessels.

By BAUKHAGE
National Farm and Home Hour Commentator.

WNU Service, 1343 H Street, N-W, | commander, and Warren Nobel, ar

Washington, D. C.

“Ahmm::yt:::;nw“ 'b._ﬂ driven by automobile engines to

ing widely sung has in it a line to mwaﬁmwwm

the triumphs of American soldiers In

in Africa.” 5 go
The answer is “true.” But do not g

be alarmed, the song is the hymn of wrwgmmw

e o s the halls of Moots. | 3

line is: * of Monte- :

same 10 the shokes o Tt;‘e‘“"“;,,'; material which would avoid

refers to our fight with Bar .

pirates in 1801, Nevertheless, the '“;P’L"' expert shipbuilders.

United States army is now celebrat- .

ing another American triumph of b

arms in Africa—not human arms “:Ym

but taniks. Whether the British can As to deﬂims'nt, the ships had to be

drive those tanks to victory against o : -
| D shallow draft and produceable in |
one of Germany’s foremost generals Incge rumbers, 80 that the of

is another matter, but the superiority
of our little 13-ton iron wagons in ::&:l’m ::nmpu.‘::n losses in ma-

ish offensive is evidence, military | ‘Otter’ Passes Tests

| experts say, that the United States | weaver Associates took the job

still has the mechanical genius that | and produced the sleek *‘Sea Otter,”
can outmatch any in the world. a creature which has now passed all
I have just talked with a high of- | ests, a characteristically American
ficer who has served with Amer-| enterprise because it was conceived
ica's new first armored division. | and executed on private initiative,
He says that America has a mech- | 5 regyuit of typical American inven-
anized army in the making that will | tive genius.
be superior to apy Hitler can pro- | There are many remarkable tech-
duce. This officer credits our suc- | pisa] qualities of this revolutionary
cess to an old American character- | craft which to the layman seems to
istic which some people were afraid | pe a glorified outboard motorboat.
bad run to seed in this push-button | Agide from technicalities some of
age; the ability to do things with | the features of the achievement are
our hands. worth mentioning: Instead of mak-
Ing use of the large steel plates
“The new army,” said the officer, | for the hull usually used in ship-
“is developing the finest set of | building, a smaller plate has been

| ghost town and since have protect-
| ed the sacred waters of Lake San-

ford—believed by the Indians to give
| everlasting life—from all but a few

Spurred likewise by the defense
program, other large companies are

| pouring out several more millions
| of dollars reopening iron mines at
Clifton, near Canton; at Port Henry,
on the southwest shore Lake
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mechanical experts I ever saw.
Americans are natural mechanics
and it is coming out as a result of
the training of our motorized units."

When the army laid aside “May

| West,” the heavy tank the United

States built first, and concentrated
on the smaller and far more mobile
13-ton unit mounted with a 37-mm.
guo, many people wondered if it

| could stand up against the heavier
terial was at an end, but that 1942 |
would be dominated by a new crisis |

German tanks with their much high-
er caliber weapons. In the first
week's fighting in the present of-
fensive in Libya the American crea-
tion proved superior. The anti-
tank guns it carries because of their
high muzzle velocity have a greater
penetrating quality than the Ger-
mans’ heavier guns. hy

But the superior mechanical in-
tegrity, the greater speed, and the
other qualities that go into the
American product are only half the
battle. Just as horses have to be
watered and fed, so tanks must be
cared for. Maintenance is a vital
factor. And this is where the
mechanical genius of the individual

| is important. When a tank division

rolls out, tools, spare paris, ma-
chinery must follow after. And the
American ordnance unit, really a
rolling machine shop, which moves
in the wake of the mobile units, is

those requiring the equipment of an
arsenal.

At home, American motorized
units have been submitted to all

and 30 years old for the uniformed | practical endurance tests in the

field that they would have to meet in
battle except being shot at in action.
Now, thanks to the fact that the
British in Africa are using Amer-
ican tanks, they are getting the nec-

| essary final test without risking

American lives.

That is one reason why army of- |

ficers are celebrating America's

bloodless battlp of Africa. Perhaps

somebody will write a song about it.
- 8 @

Sleek Sea Otters
And Lease-Lend Cargoes
Overlooking DuPont Circle where
once the children of ambassadors
played under the watchful eyes of
their nurses and one could hear the
chatter of half a dozen foreign lan-
guages, there is a modest office. In
that office has been carried out a
typical American venture which

| may shape the final course of the

war—at least it will help launch a
thousand ships.

On the second floor there is a
gentleman with a straggling gray
mustache. He is Starling Burgess,
one of nation's leading marine
architects. At the back, downstairs

adopted. These small plates can be
made in small steel mills, many of
which up to now have been u.n.azg
to get materials because they are

equipped for the work required by
the big shipyards. In order to do
away with the need of expert hand
welders a special device has been
created so that the welding can be
done automatically. Because the

ships are only 250 feet long they |
can be taken through the Great

Lakes. They require such a shallow

draft that inland factories on rivers

can be utilized.

So simple is their construction |
that great speed in manufacture can
be attained. And when it comes to
operation, instead of a skilled en-
gineer any good auto mechanic who
doesn't get seasick can take care of
the engines. The automobile engine
is virtually fool-proof and is so cheap |
that it can be replaced economically
with spares which can be carried

the abolitionist, John Brown, who

to transport slaves through
forests in a scheme to establish

chunk of the rich ore and assured
, “Find 'm where water run

| over iron dam."” But they followed
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The model for ex-
ample, tha wave eight
feet high sel up by the
battleship, the height of
the wave in the confined waters of
the Elizabeth river probably would
not exceed five feet.

It was found that unless the mo-
mentum of the ship was checked In
some way the vessel undoubtedly
would crash into the Berkley wharves
across the riveér. That is the
tons of chain drags, placed in r
clumps and secured to pads at the
side of the ship, will be employed.
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MONTEVIDEO, URUGUAY. —
Early construction of a base for
landplanes and seaplanes that
would have full command of the
vital Rio de la Plata mouth and
be available for United States use
in the event of war is reported
planned by \ '”
I:::l of land :
the -ﬂh='
z Laguna Negra
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