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WEEKLY NEWS ANALYSIS By Edward C. Wayne

‘Biggest Budget in World’s History’

For Expanding of U. S. War
Will Cost Nation 56 Billion Dollars;

Russians Continue to Push Back Nazis

(EDITOR'S When 4 il
are thess dlﬂn m-::‘ nel 1}'3’&. ot
R d by Western Newwpaper Uniof.) —

SOMEWHERE IN CHINA.—Veteran Chinese soldiers of this type, pic-
tured at a railway station “Somewhere in China,” are advancing toward
Malaya-to aid the hard-pressed forces of the British against the Japs,
It was reported that veterans of this type took part in the siaughter of
Jap troops in the Changsha, China, sector.

TAXES: JAPAN:

Billions on Billions Still Pressing ey e

ricans i Reports from the Far Eastern
gr;:;n :::tim::ﬁ:nhohyhatge bf?reel;id‘e;r: fronts, with the exception of China,
stirring message to congress faced | Were uniformly continuing stories
with what courage they could mus- | of increased Japanese pressure in
ter the huge bill that will have to | occupied zones, and uniform efforts
be paid, 56 billions of dollars to extend Japanese operations.

4 2 ,The British had doggedly been
Pt e will ive. you. the | holding on in Malaya, but steadily
money.” OPM had said, “We can and slowly falling back toward Sing-

" . apore,
o working “And the | The Japs apparently had com-
country, with surprisingly little
grumbling, but with no small meas-
ure of worrying, decided to dig down
into its earnings to foot half the
bill this year.

Twenty-seven billions of dollars,
taxes of nine billions on top of 18
billions were to be levied to meet
as much as possible of the due bill
as it is spent.

On the basis of 130,000,000 people,
the expenditure in taxes for the fed-

the main defense was com-
ing was obscure and remained a
military secret, but there were cer-
tain indications which were said to
be giving Tokyo plenty to worry
about.

For instance, the naming of Wa-
vell as supreme commander, and
the placing of a well-frained Chi-

eral war program, added to what-
ever local and state taxes might be
levied, would be $204 for each per-
son, man, woman or child; $813
for a family of four. That of course
was an average, with those better
able to pay shouldering the larger
portion of the burden. -

The “overall” war expenditure
estimate was thus brought to 131
billions, or three times the total
cost to this country of World War
No. 1.

Mr. Roosevelt frankly had told
newsmen it was the biggest budget
in the history of the world. qu-
ernment authorities said it was twice
the estimated annual war expendi-

nese army in Burma, together with
other Allied forces, readying them-
selves for an onslaught on the Jap-
anese rear at Malaya was one of

Another was the American and
Australian insistence that strongest
possible aid be given to the Dutch.
On top of this came the word that
Java would be chosen as general
headquarters of the Allied opera-

A glance at the Southwest Pacific
maps showed the position of Java
and Sumatra and their relation to
the Malacca straits and the open
ocean route to the south to Darwin

Ay

ture of Germany.

On top of the taxes, it would be
necessary to borrow 32 billions. The
national debt, therefore, would sky-
rocket to $110,000,000,000, or about
three times the huge figure of June,

this route, would have to move a

1050 ca.ﬁc and that could only be done
.TI;e e billions, the P . mthp.g‘::.vous results to the land
dent said, would be divided into sev- R.E“DS'

en billions in direct taxes of various s

types, though he said he opposed a | Increasing Pace

general sales tax. The other tw® News £ Briaals Lad Ry

billions would be in the form of new
social security taxes. »
Existing taxes of all descriptions

would be continued, and they have | ties of booty taken.

been estimated as due to produce 18 | _Hitler went to the front, made his

billions.™ headquarters at Smolensk, and sud-
The war allocations had been split | denly found he was only 45 miles

as follows: 18% billions for the army; | from where the chief fighting was.

17 billions for supplemental but un- | He was believed to have moved his

specified items; seven billions o | headquarters hurriedly farther to

the navy; 7% billions for the lease-
lend program; 1% billions for the
ship program, the rest for mis-
cellaneous purposes.™

Perhaps a billion can be lopped
off of non-defense government ac-
tivities, the President said—that is

President Roosevell's
to the Beitish Isles a large

AEF. g Joba 3
said the President's plan .was one

» £ Mo

[

Cause for Study

Senator Walter F. George of
Georgia, chairman of the Senate
Finance committee, is pictured

looking over the 1,172 pages of
the 1943 fiscal year budget. His
chief interest in the budget
would be a study of it with a
view of planning new tax meas-
ures, The war budget calls for
$56,000,000,000.

FARMER:
Has Prospects

President Roosevelt was seen by
senate leaders as opposed to the
proposal of the farm bloc to have
secretary of agriculture given the
authority to exercise veto power on
wartime controls of farm prices,

Senator Brown of Michigan said
that the President approves having
a single price administrator handle
all price gquestions, including those
of farm products.

Brown, however, conceded that
the farm bloc had powerful support
and that the vote on such a measure,
if it came to that, would be close
indeed

" Secretary Wickard is getting sup-
port for the post of farm price
czar from both parties. The dispute,
of course, is between him and Leon
Henderson, the price administrator,

Under the present bill, Brown
pointed out, $1.40 wheat would be a
possibility. The average market
price on December 15 was $1.02.

Cotton similarly could be pur-
chased for 16.2 cents a pound, and
could go to 19.65 cents before the
law would take over control.

Beef, however, had currently been
selling higher than it would under
the bill, he added.

Also getting considerable support
was a Senator Taft proposal that
neither Wickard nor Henderson be
given farm price control, but that it
be vested in a board of five mem-
bers. This Taft proposal might form
the test of sentiment on the other
two proposals.

CHINA:
Changsha Victory

The Chinese victory over the Japs
at Changsha was termed by Chiang
Kai-shek as a possible turning point
of the war. It was the third suc-
cessive setback for the Japanese at
this city, and the -most disastrous.

Some Chinese newspapers were
urging that the Chinese armies now
strike into Thailand and Indo-China

| direct to menace the Jap rear and

relieve the pressure on Malaya.

The Chinese said that in addition
to the 30,000 Japs killed in the battle,

they got 7,000 more as the ﬂeei.ng_

Nipponese attempted to cross a
nearby river, with Chinese lying am-
bushed on the far bank.

token raids on the east coast of
the United States.

It was revealed after the last war
that the big transatlantic Zeppelin

er came off.

The sister ship of the Von Hinden-
burg, which was destroyed by
flames in New Jersey was said to
be still in existence, together with
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"] Will Be Record Year [/

For American Farm Crops

Food Goals Are Raised to Boost Production

As Agriculture’s Part in

The War for U. S. and Allies.

Winning

By BAUKHAGE szt g
National Farm and Bqnc Hour Commentator.

WNU Service, 1343 H Street, N-W,
Washington, D, C. !

The farmer came across.

He produced more the past year
than any year in history. Never has
America blossomed and borne fruit
as she did. Next year the produc-
tion will be even higher for the de-
partment of agriculture found that
the farmer was willing to meet the
goals set up last August, and even
to exceed them.

But that doesn't mean that the
food-for-victory problem has been
settled. Now the department of
agriculture finds a part of the prob-
lem back in its own lap, for we are
in the war ourselves and our allies
depend on us for supplies. The farm-
er must be assured labor, supplies
and machinery to carry out his part
of the job. And the processor must
have the equipment to take care of
perishable products when the farm-
er lays them down at the door.

Experts here tell me that the
farm-labor problem is not unsolv-
able. The combined demands of war
and industry mean that the farmer
will have to put up with older hands,
with less skilled farm hands. It
means that schools will have to be
dismissed at harvest time and when
harvest time and cultivation time
come together. It may mean a land
army of women. But the farmer will
get the help he needs, even if it isn't
exactly the kind of help-he would
prefer. .

Can Get Repairs

The farmer can also get the parts
he needs to repair his farm machin-
ery.

He will get some new machinery,
enough to get by with.

He may have to skimp a little on
the nitrates and the phosphates al-
though at present there are reserve
supplies. A

But the big problem is to provide
the processor with the essentials he
needs to pyepare the food and to
wrap it up dn packages for the con-
sumers, Take for instance milk:
some 24 new evaporating plants will
have to be built, some 350 cheese
factories will have to be put up.

And PIGS! This year was a rec-
ord crop. Next year will be bigger.
Will the packers be able to take
care of the porkers which may be
waddling up at the rate of a possible
thousand a day to squeal their last
squeals for freedom? That is one
thing which the secretary of agri-
culture is battling over now. It takes
tin and stainless steel and a lot of
other things which the army wants
before you can change a pig into a
portable meal. And the army is
tighter than a Sunday shoe when it
comes to yielding up any of those
essential metals. It is interested
chiefly in destroying, not preserving.
Food Goals Raised

The department of agriculture has

raised the food goals—already it has |

called for a 25 per cent boost in
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registered - ti‘“phicmsi:i
or a spec
signed card issyed only to known
and bearers. Special
police, secret service men and two
superintendents each from press
and radio galleries to inspect each
card . . . a modification of the
same system for entrance to all gov-

guns with their crews, like the one
I can see from my window as I
write, on top of buildings . . . more
British reporters, no Japanese, Ger-
man or Italian newsmen . . . a sign
on the window of one of our many
Filipino-driven taxis, *‘Philippines,
U.S.A."—explanation from the grin-
ning driver, “‘Best take no chances”
(many people take the Filipinos for
Japanese).

Fur coats on government workers
which will be the last for a long
time . . . “Paw" (Brigadier Gen-
eral) Watson, presidential secre-
tary, in his~uniform like hundreds
of others . . . black paint around
the edges of the broadcasting sta-
tion's windows to keep the light
from leaking out during blackouts
. . . messenger-girls . . . tire-boot-
leggers and tire-thieves . . . traffic
jams. - . "

Will the Horse
Stage a Comeback?

oMy kingdom for a horse!"

A lot of the people who own Amer-
ica's 30 million vehicles may mur-
mur that wish before long. ~

With sale of new autos and trucks
banned pending rationing and with
the rationing in effect, My kingdom
for a horse” may become no idle
wish. -

And nobody knows today when the
farmer will be told he can have no
new farm machinery when what he
has wears out. L

So the gquestion naturally comes
up, will the horse come back?

In the cily he just can't. Some
cities won't allow horse-drawn vehi-
cles on certain streets, Washington
is one of them and not long ago a
man drove an old-fashioned carriage
with a team of mules down Sixteenth
street just to see if' he could get
away with it. He did—because
after all, even a cop knows a mule
isn't a horse.

But the city man, even if he learns
which end of the horse to put the

Bridge of Ships
* Rising Rapidly
Desplte Simltancous Pro-

duction of 2-Ocean N""
Records Tumble.

tic, Gulf and Pacific coasts, new
merchant wvessels of many differ-
ent types are descending to the sea
in token of America’s pledge to move
allout aid to the powers fghting
Axis aggression,

Each entering splash recalls the
critical days of the last war when
our shipbuilders were engaged in a

| similar effort to offset the ravages

of German submarines. Vivid is the
memory of Hog Island, Philadel-
phia, where 122 vessels of nearly a
million deadweight tons were pro-
duced by the most gigantic ship-
building plant ever built, despite
ﬁ;‘llly discouragement, shortages of

and materials and much pub-
lic impatience. Completed too late
to be of much service before the

| first World war had ended, the big

merchant flotilla to which 76 other

| American shipyards added another

13,200,000 deadweight tons before
the end of 1921, served to demon-
strate America's genius for volume

| production.

Shift to High Gear.
'I'oday_ American shipbuilders

| have shifted once more into high-

gear production, This time they will
not be late, as they were in 1918.
This time they are primed to estab-
lish a production record that will far
outdistance the emergency effort of
the first World war. Already they
are delivering at the rate of three
new merchant ships a week and ex-
pect by the last part of 1942 to be
completing two a day. And they
are doing so at a time when Amer-
jca & also engaged in building a
two-ocean navy of a magnitude
never dreamed of in the last war.
Ninety merchant vessels of 1,000,-
000 deadweight tons are scheduled
for delivery during the first three
months of 1042; 146 wvessels of
1,400,000 deadweight tons in the sec-
ond quarter of that year, 154 vessels
of about 1,646,000 deadweight tons
in the third quarter, and 184 vessels
of nearly 2,000,000 deadweight tons
in the last quarter of 1942. The first
quarter of 1943, final year of the
present emergency project, will see
another 220 ships aggregating 2,270,-
000 deadweight tons placed in op-

crouper on, wouldn't have any place
to park the animal—he couldn'tleave
it out beside the curb all night the
way many do their cars.

eration.
Ahead of World War No. L.

| A recent report prepared by the

United States maritime commission
compares the present program with
| that of the first World war. In terms
of deadweight tonnage, which best
indicates cargo carrying capacity,
the comparison reveals that in the
present program the production of
steel-seagoing vessels of 1,000 gross
tons or more will, by the end of 1943,
be about equal to that produced

come a necessity. But his return
will- not be achieved overnight. In
the first place every year with the
increased mechanization of the
farm, the supply of horseflesh has
been dwindling. The situation

;
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| —The internal affairs department, in
a statement revealed 'Hntvrhihg
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