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{To Far East B
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|United Nations Rush Reinforcements|
| Fo Far East Battle Fronts in Effort
‘To' Check Spreading of Jap Attacks;|
Nazis Again Take Offensive in Afica||

3
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ars expresssd in thess columns, they
ased by Western Newspaper Union.). -

iy of this

-Somewhere. in the Pacific ocean, thi.l dramatie picture taken n! a
A, 8. -mavy offensive patro] plane carrier being circled by a mayy dive

.bomber as it begins its anti-submarine duties.

Note in the picture

“on both the side and underpart of the plane there have been deletions
‘certain parts and Insignia which might give information to the enmemy.
Also" on the fop rigging of the earrier you will notice -further deletions

for the same reason.
LUZON: o e
Epic Battle ; :

Hailé® a5 an epic of warfare that
would live in’all histsry, the defense
of Batean peninsula and of the fort-

- resses _hglding the -entrance to Ma-

_nilyg bay had been diverting large
Jap forces needed elsewhere than in
the Philippiges. -

The adding to MacArthur's embat-
tled and smoke-be ed army of a
battdlien” 62 ' bluéjackets énd ma-
rines was welcome news and
showed that perhaps not all of the
men of Cavite and Olongapo had
been withdrawn, but that they had

)een given a post of honor with the

S i
P on the Mariveles mountains
wg‘ar'e entrenched, and no mat-
ter what stréngth the Japs hurled
against them they were holding firm.
On -one ‘moonlit night a whole regi-
. -ment of small boats moved down the
coast, using the same tactics that
had ‘hurled the British back on
‘Malaya. # 27N
2.~ The effort was to get in on Mac-
- Arthur's. lank and confuse the de-
- fenders, at the same time signalling
_for an offensive on the central front.
.. But_the, shore defenders and ar-
_tillery opened up on the Jap invad-
ers, leéft*scores of ‘them struggling
in*the water, ahd the few that made
- shove were quickly mopped up by the
+ Filipings., .

. There was apparently at least one
Japanese warship which.managed to
run through the eight-mile strip of
water bétween the fortresses at the
entrance of Manila bay. ' -

One of thé United.Seates" intrepid

. torpedo - boat ' skippers, - pileting “his
tiny craft at clase to 80 miles an hour,;
swepi dowp on her in the mponlight,
and launched two torpedoes which
_struck the ship. She is believed to

“hale been sunk. ° - ;

The sttack was éarried out directly

“irito *'thé glare' of ““the Wwarship's

* searchlights, and under —the ‘{full
power of her but so skill-

, fully did its skipper maneuver that
she was not struck, and escaped
with_all hands to tell the tale.

WAVELL:
And Reinforcements

i statement by General Wavell
‘that *‘great reinforcements” were to
arrive, and calling on the Singapore
defenders to “defend the city as To-
bruk was defended was' more than
a litle significant.

Tobruk was the bastion.that held
out for months despite being sur-
rounded on three sides by Axis
forces anxious to wipe it out, and
finally was relleved by the d&llied
winter drive. A -

Wavell's statement to the Singa-
‘pore. army smacked of a situatien
which might see sufficient reinforce-
ments sent to Malaya to do the same
‘thing, not only to relieve the garri-
sbn, biit sedd the Japanese on the
‘rin again. - 4 '

Whether this reinforcement was
gaing.to be sent to Singapore itself,

whether 3 method was to be found
¢ at the Japanese rear,
which might be lightly held, was not
revedled but either method, it was
poitited out, might work.

-* Ne British commentators felt -that
the war in the South Pacific would.
be ]?I utterly if Singapore was to
fall, but the ability to hold the East

es “would immeasurably be
weakened if this Was to happen,
Hhence Wavell's strong appeal
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GERMANS:
t Not Out Yet

Reading endless stories of Russian
successes in battles on the east
front, and the continyous hammer-
. ing back ¢f Rommel’s forces in
north Africa had brought many
over-optimistic souls fo feel that the
war was over, and that all which re-
mained was some sort of mopping
up process.

The turning.of the.tide in north
Africa, and the success of German
counterattacks in the Crimea showed
that with favorable weather condi-
tions the Nazis were still very much
to be reckoned with.

«The Crimea was a much warmer
battlefleld than the 40 below zero
northern sectors, where the. Rus-
sians, undiscouraged by the cpld,
and more at home in such weath-
er, were able to hurl the Nazis back
constantly on a wide front.

But the minute the weather mod-
erated in the Crimea, they found:
themselves more or. less up against
a stone wall. 2

On the British and American
forces was' falling the brunt of the
Japanese blitz,and its successes on
Malaya and- in the Philippines
showed that this was no minor war,
but an effbrt against powerful
tagonists. .

Therefore events generally point-
ed to what Washington had assured
the people was coming—a long and
bloody war, not to be lightly won.

Though, generally speaking, the
news was not as unfavorable as it
might have been, there was much less
to be cheering about than there was
to be worrying about, and the seri:
ousness of the situation was appar-
ently keenly appreciated by all
those in power, including the. Presi-
dent, his cabinet and the congress.

RUBBER:
 Keeps Coming _

_Although tire rationing was appar-
ently here to stay, the rubber situa-
tion was relieVed somewhat when it
was announced that shipments from
the East Indies were continuing at
almost a normal pace. - .- .

A glance at the map showed that
considerable areas of the Dutch -East
Indigs were still technically out of
the active war zone, and the defeat
of the Japanése armada in the Ma-
cassar straits ‘halted & Jap threat
which might have halted much of
the rubber shipping summarily.

and Federal Loan administrator,
was author of the statement that
rubber shipments continued to be
received.

He said enough had come in ma-
terially to increase the United
States' reserve supply. For in-
stance, since the war started, on De-
cember 7, he asserted that 114,000
tons of raw rubber had .Te-
ceived, truly'a considerably amount.

He said: n

‘“We are unloading some eyery
day, and rubber is being shipped
every day from the Dutch East In-
dies. We will-continue'to get it as
long as we can keep the lanes open,
and as as they can load it.

““Some rubber is still coming out
of Singapore.” y

This was even after the city had
gone under siege. - The Japs had
launched an air attack on Sowura-
baya, .which was the -only major
Javanese port to undergo such a
war blow, but it was ‘that it
would take more than an air blitz to
put a-huge port-like this out‘of nory

P . ¢ R

General Wounded

SINKINGS:
Continue Heavy
The U-boat raids on the North
Atlantic continued heavy, with a to-
tal of 16 ships attacked bf which
two escaped and 14 went to the bot-
tom, with about an average loss of
e, !

. Since qur entrance into the war,
two navy tankers had been tor-
pedoed, the first managing to reach
Iceland under her own power, but
the .second -one, the Neches, going
down ‘ with . a reported. estimated
loss of 56 men, with 126 men escap-
ing to. fight again.

The location of the Neches' tor-
pedoing was not immediately an-
nounced by the navy, but ship losses
had been small in the Pacific after
Pearl Harbor, more than egualled
4wo to one by Allied sinkings of Jap
ships:

There were growing reports of
Allied naval strength in the Pacific,
showing that increasing numbers of
ships were active in those waters,
and in one case having carried the
attack to the Japanese-held Marsh-
all and Gilbert islands, generally in
the Australia defense zone, with ter-
rific results.;

In this action, though no strictly
war vessels of Nippon were sunk,
the navy reported several auxiliaries
were sunk and damaged, which
' might include tankers, transports,
supply ships used for naval pur- |

no ships showed that probably one
of our aircraft carriers was in the
neighborhood, and that a vessel of
this size was being used in a task
force offensive action demonstrated
that Admiral Nimitz was keen on
getting gven with Japan for Pearl
Harbor.

RUSSIA:
Buying Insurance

The Russians, having fought the
Germans back considerably past

northern sectors, might be said to
be buying insurance against the
Nazis' spring drive. et

Some observers, incltding Senator |
Tydings, .in addresses had wamed|
sthatthe Germané had some 100 divi-
sions of soldiers that they had been
holding out of action, just for the
spring offensive against Russia.

The, Red armies were not, how- |
ever, belieyed to be losing anywhere
nearly as heavily on the whole front
as were the Germans, so this taste
of vietory, even though temporary,
was expected to stand them in good
stead when the time comes to hang
on after May 1.

Experience of 1940 and 1941 was
that the Russian winter would not
break until about that time, to any
appreciable degree, and at that point
the Germans might be expected to
launch another all-out attack.

The Red armies were well into
Smolensk province, reporting that
the Germans, instead of . fighting
holding actions, were now

g

covér in reaching Moscow again, a
distance that the Russians had
ready fought over twice, once going
and m:f:f cn?iming. and which |
would end even more stubbornly
than dhe first time. |

And they would, it was pointed out, |
be able this time to get an ever- |
in¢reasing amount of Allied aid, and

85

drawir, 4t would ‘be- irffpossible for

hm.bn.,h uch mementum.
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poses. |
That our forces lost 11 planes but |

their announced “‘winter line’’ on the |

Holding Dutch East Indies
ls Vital fo United Nafions

Slim Crescent of Islands Blocks Jap Aggression
By Forming a Barrier Between Continents
Of Asia and Australia.

By BAUKHAGE
National Farm and Home Hour Commentator,

"Nu m. Ml ' M N' »
Washington, D. C.
By the time these words are print-
ed Singapore may have fallen. Jap-
Australia and J ".'mp.
apanese may
be in Australian waters. Even so,

United Nations continue to hold key
‘terrifory in that slim crescent of is-
lands, the Netherlands Indies which
form a barrier between the conti-
nents of Asia and Australia.

There are two reasons why these
experts believe this Malaysian bar-
rier may be held in spite of Jap-
anese gains north and south of it
First, as one military man put it, “‘by
rule of thumb Japan has already
stretched her supply lines so far
from her home bases that they may
be expected to snap in vital spots.”
Second, because of successful delay-
ing actions now going on, time is
fighting on the side of the United
Nations, time for sufficient re-
enforcements to arrive, especially
from the United States, which will
snatch air superiority away from the
Japanese and thus affect the tide of
battle. ®

Japan has so far extended her-
self, experts agree, that a powerful
blow might topple her over back-
wards. General MacArthur has held
a Japanese army of 200,000 men in
the Philippines. Huge land, air and
sea forces have been drawn into the
siege of Singapore. Japanese troops
are fighting in Burma, 3,000 miles
from the Manchukuoan border. They
are spread fan-wise from Sumatra
in the west 4,000 miles along the
equator to the Solomon islands be-
yond New Guinea.

United Nations’ Barrier ®

It is the barrier the United Na-
tions have established from Sumatra
to the Solomon islands, with Java

| as the key point, upon which Japan

may break her curved scimitar of

! offense,
| Japan has already penetrated
| scattered islands in some places—

in Borneo, New Guinea, id the Cele-
bes and in the Australian mandated
island$ in the Bismarck archipelago.
| But there are many dents in her
| sword already—more than 31 ships
lost in the first few days of the bat-
tle in the Macassar straits, which
lie between Borneo and the Celebes.
Many more such losses will be ir-
reparable.

Successful, although scattered at-
tacks by American and Dutch
planes and submarines and surface
ships are taking their toll. And even
though Japanese units may secure
some island basgs near enough to
bomb the Australian coast, and
some ships are able to slip through
to raid coastal towns, the sword
hand will be badly strained. The
tough, well-fortified, well-supplied
island of Java can deaden her blows.
And if enough other bases for allied
bombers and subs remain from
which the far-flung Nipponese invad-
ers can be harassed, her course
westward and southward can be
checked.

For the United Nations fighting at
the Malaysian barrier it is simply
a problem of hanging on. For the
United States it is a problem of pro-
ducing and delivering the goods.

Against us is first our late start
in war production; second, the great
distance to the Tront—about six
weeks frorh loading to unloading;
and third, lack of ships.

Into High Gear
We cannot make up lost time but

| it is agreed that Donald (Battling)

Nelson and his war production board
:;ﬂheepminhl;hgurﬁ-mnm

As for the ships, by June we will
be producing them at the rate of two
a day—cargo ships. As for the
precious cargoes, fighting planes—
which have to be shipped—they are
being turned out in rapidly increas-
ing numbers. The figures are secret.
1 have it on good authority that it
would take only 2,000 more planes to
give us superiority in the whole Pa-
cific. But far less than that are
needed to establish superiority in
the present fighting area since
Japan must keep a large air force
at home for defense of her own

3

men on the fight-
g: front say this to America and

gland:
“Hurry. Cut red tape. Take risks.
Don't wait until you have had what

If we are willing and able to an-
swer this message, Japan may be
toppled over on her heels. With Singa- |
pore in Japanese hands some Japa- |
nese elements would be able to filter
through the island barricade toward
Australia,

The fall of MacArthur will release |
thousands of Japanese soldiers, the
fall of Singapore, thousands more.
If the key defense of Java goes, the
Japs can then flood south to Austra-
lia and perhaps isolate.that conti-
nent of hardy fighters. The invad-
ers can also swarm westward
through the Straits of Malacca, take
Rangoon, gateway of the Burma
road. They can move submarines
into the Persian gulf and the Red
sea and threaten the life line to Brit-
ain's middle east armies and Rus-
sla.

Once China is cut off, Japan will
offer her a very favorable peace.
Chiang Kai-shek would not accept,
but his followers might accept. That
would mean thousands more of
Japan's effectives could be released,
and if Russia's supplies are cut off
Hitler could take Moscow while the
Japanese troops move on Siberia.

And so we can understand why the
United Nations, fighting to hold their
island defenses in the southern Pa-
cific, are praying that in the next
few weeks that we will risk what we
have to bastion them. Even though
it be little it need not be too late.

L I I

The Hermit
Of Sharktooth Shoals

The Hermit of Sharktooth Shoals I
came to town the other day with |
the surprising news that instead of
being an enemy of man, the man- |
eating shark is now to be regarded |
as ope of man's best friends, and an |
especial friend of the farmer’s,

The Hermit is a former newspa- |
per assbeiate of mine who has re- |
nounced the noise and tumult of
cities and now helps conduct a shark
fishing establishment at Fort Pierce
off the east coast of Florida. Along
with most people, I had thought that |
the commercial use, if any, for |
sharks was limited to the hides, for |
belts and shoes. But now I learn
from the hermit that shark liver oil
is teeming with vitamins and is in
great demand by pharmaceutical |
houses for those yellow pep pills that |
Americans are consuming in great
numbers these days,

But that, it seems, in no way lim-
its the usefulness of the lowly shark.
After the hide has been stripped off |
and the liver extracted, the carcass
can be ground up and made into a
high potency fertilizer, rich in urea
and nitrates. And that's where the |
m-hsrk‘l value to the farmer comes

Last year the Hermit and his
sharking colleagues tossed over-
board two million pounds of perfect-
ly good carcasses, simply because
they didn't have the machinery nec-
essary to convert the defunct fish
into fertilizer. This year, what with |
the announced shortage of nitrates
and fertilizer, the Hermit feels that |
it is high time the government fook |
an interest in the matter, and he is
now in Washington for that purpose. |

The more I hear about the shark

Farm Problem

Substitutes From Crops to
Be Forced by Shortages
In Raw Materials.

WASHINGTON.—American genius
and inventiveness finds an oppor-
tunity in the war to apply some of
the proposed remedies for curing
one of the  nation's severest head-

ucts—marketable only at ruinously
low prices. This situation was re-
flected in economic instability in
many rural aereas, necessitating
huge expenditures by the govern-
ment on relief-and price-insuring
crop programs.

Scientists and technicians suggest-
ed that this problem of surplus would
be solved, at least partially, if new

uses could be developed
for farm products. Much labora-
tory work already had been done
along this line, both by governmen-
tal experiment stations and by pri-
vate industry.
SBeek Sources at Home.

Raw materials normally secured
from: abroad may become difficult
or impossible to secure.

Industry is turning to possible
sources at home. It is beginning to
adopt many of the suggestions of
scientists for use of farm products.
The most notable is the use of corn
in making “industrial alcohol. It is
quite possible that by the time the
war is over, American grain, rather
than imported molasses, will be the
major source of the country's alco-
hol supply, and possibly an impor-
tant source of supply for motor fuel,
as well.

The war has started scientists ex-
ploring the field of solid fuel also.
Here starch offers an interesting
possibility. It is produced on every
farm in this country in the form of
corn, wheat, other grains, potatoes
and other crops.

Threatened shortage of paper is
developing new interest in making
paper from such raw materials as
corn stalks, wheat, straw and cotton
plants. The quantity of stalks and
straws produced in this country
each year is several times the
amount needed to make all the pa-
per that is needed.  Heretofore, it
has been more economical to use
wood. <%

Seek Substitute Starch.

Agriculture department authori-
ties estimate that American farms
produce annually about 260,000,000
tons of by-products that provide a
potential source of supply for manu-
factured products. This includes
straw, stalks, husks, cobs, cotton-
seed hulls, sugar-cane bagasse, and
peanut hulls.

Agricultural leaders hope that the
war will expedite the manufacture
of starch from potatoes so that a

| large part of the 215,000,000 pounds

of imported root starch may be re-

| placed by domestic production.

Agriculture department production
goals for 1942 call for increases of
1,100,000 acres of soybeans and
1,600,000 acres of peanuts. With av-

| erage yields, these increases would

provide an additional 500,000,000
pounds of oil. .
By shutting off Japanese silk, the

| conflict is increasing the use of cot-

ton in clothing. One notable exam-
ple is full-fashioned cotton hose. The
result may be a larger permanent
market for the cotton farmer.

10-Year Savings of Pair
Go for Defense Bonds
CHICAGO. — Some people save
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ception of light
ning ahead of an approaching

There however, no truth in
belief that the crescent moon *
rain if its horns are poin
“‘pours’” rain if they
ward. Those phenomena
ly astronomical, and h
to do with conditions on earth.
same holds true for the position
the “bowl"” of the Great Dipper
seen early in the evening.
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mer it won't be so lnod.‘

Papa Is Out $10, but i
Son Regains His Speech
HICHMOND, VA.—"Papa!”
ed out 14-year-old R. W, (“
Nuckols Jr., as he drove toward
home with his mother and dad.
“Say that again, son,” his father
:;ged tensely, “and I'll give you

Iy

DEMING, WASH. — Thomasina
Earl, 14, commutes to school inter-
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