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WEEKLY NEWS ANALYSIS

Farmers Get First

FDR, Churchill Seek Italy’s Surrender
As Allies Smash at Sicily Resistance;
MacArthur Forces Gain in New Guinea;

Call on Gas Stocks

EDITOR'S NOTE: When oplulens are expressed | I
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d by Western Newspaper Union,

Seabees are shown about to board a transport
- for duty in a combat sone. A naval band gives the men a lively sendoff.

Although performing e
tect themselves against attack.

SICILY:
‘The Hour Has Come’

Axis resistance on Sicily stiffened
as Gen. Bernard Montgomery's Brit-
ish Bth army moved on the big port
of Catania, which is 55 miles from
the terminus of Messina, where but
two miles of water separate the is-
land from the Italian mainland.

As the battle of Sicily raged,
President Roosevelt and Prime Min-
ister Churchill told the Italian peo-
ple the hour had come to honorably
ca ;

While British troops clattered
toward the great plains which roll
around Catania, Gen. George S. Pat-
fon’s Tth Amierican army fought its
way into the area of Vizzini, from
which the British flank can be cov-
ered or an assault sprung toward
the Axis pear.

Hundreds of Allied paratroopers
continued to be dropped behind the
enemy's lines near Catania,

had driven into Montgomery’'s base
at Augusta before being repelled.

FUEL:

Gas for Farmers

a tightening of the sup-
of erude oil in the West, the
Petroleum Administration for War
- took steps to provide sufficient gaso-
line for farmers throughout the
country by giving them first call on
available stocks.
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somewhere in Australia

work, Seabees are also trained to pro-

PACIFIC:

New Guinea Victory

With the fall of Mubo, the big
Japanese base of Salamaua in New
Guinea lay in peril of capture by
Australian and American forces op-
erating from all sides.

Mubo fell about two weeks after
the start of General MacArthur's
Pacific offensive. American troops
had landed on Nassau bay to the
east of the town, and then marched
into the interior to cut off Japanese,
forces from the rear and effect a
junction with the Australians. At
the same time, Allied soldiers at-
tacked the enemy’s main lines, and
thug, completely enveloped on all
sides, Mubo was overrun.

The Allied success at Mubo came
as American troops pressed closer
to -the Japanese air base of Munda
on New Georgia island, Approach-
ing the stronghold from the north
and east, doughboys worked cau-
tiously through jungle foliage to gain
ground. Squeezed, the enemy
launched one counterattack, but
withdrew fire after being stopped.

CANNED GOQDS:
Cut Civilians’ Share

Already rationed, canned fruits,
vegetables and soup supplies for
civilians will be cut another 15 per
cent in the next 12 months, the War
Food administration announced. Of
the prospective pack of vegetables
and soups, domestic consumers will
get 70 per cent, and of canned fruits
and juices, they will receive 53 per
cent.

The total supply of canned vege-
tables and soups in the next year

allotted approximately 180,000,000.
The War Services will obtain prac-
tically all of the remainder, with
about 4 per cent going to the Allies
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CABINET:

FDR Restores Order

Hereafter, if any administrative
heads in Washington are in conflict
over fact or policy, they must re-
solve their differences gquietly or
else turn in their resignations. That,
in short, was the ultimatum Presi-
dent Roosevelt laid down after Hen-
ry Wallace Irad charged Jesse Jones
with interfering with the operations
of the Board of Economic Warfare,
which Wallace headed,

The President solved the Wallace-
Jones fracas by abolishing the BEW
and establishing the Office of Eco-
nomic Warfare and then appointing
as its director Leo T. Crowley, alien
property custodian and chairman of
the Federal Deposit Insurance cor-
poration,

The action relieved both Wallace
and Jones of direction in the gov-
ernment’s purchase of foreign ma-
terials. Previously, the two agen-
cies had shared in the program,
with the Reconstruction Finance
corporation, which Jones heads, sup-
plying the funds for the buying.
OPA:

Raps ‘Bright Boys’

Declaring the best thing that could
happen to the Office of Price Admin-
istration would be a reduction of 50
per cent in its staff of 2,700 attor-
neys, Lou R. Maxon, deputy ad-
ministrator of OPA, turned in his

tion. .
Maxon's withdrawal came at a
time when he was being prominent-
ly mentioned as a general manager
for the OPA, a job later given to
Chester Bowles, a New York adver-
tising executive. He complained of

othe government's failure to estab-

lish a definite food program, charg-
ing that instead of working out a
set policy, the administration was
meeting each crisis with a make-
shift compromise, thus creating the
basis of another crisis. Price Ad-
ministrator Brown replied that OPA
had a definite policy in “roll-backs"
to reduce retail costs to Septem-
ber, 1942, levels.

A Detroit_, Mich., advertising ex-
ecutive, Maxon flailed OPA “‘theo-

ing to institute a grade labeling pro-
gram for goods, which would elim-
inate all trade marks and brands
and have the effect of eliminating
competitive merchandising. :

CATTLE:
Marketing Increases
M of cattle increased in

the face of talk in W that
the OPA was considering establish-

modifying

ment's support price of $13.76 for
hogs, to discourage feeding for
heavy porkers.

cattle marketings in-
creased over recent abnormally low
levels, supplies still were well below
last year's runs. Calves remained

Calves searce in markel

heavy shipments of hogs and sheep,
however, bolstered the over-all meat

OPA's plans for livestock ceilings
have been bitterly contested by con-
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Current Social Security Board Report
_ Visualizes Coverage of Added Millions

Benefits Outlined
For Farm Help,
Domestics

Our social security program
as a nation-wide undertaking
began eight years ago this
August. In its seventh annual
report the Social Security board
points out that while great prog-
ress has been made toward se-
curity for the American people,
there are serious gaps in the pro-
gram as it stands.

While many millions of people are
covered by the insurance features
of the social security act, other mil-
lions are not. More than half a mil-
lion are regularly drawing monthly
insurance benefits amounting in all
to about 11% million dollars a
month. These are benefits paid un-
der the old-age and survivors insur-
ance system which covers wage and
salaried workers on business or in-
dustrial jobs., The henefits go to
these workers and their families if
the worker qualifies at age 65 or
over and is no longer at work, or to
the family in case of the worker's
death, whatever his age. There are,
however, some 20 millions of work-
ers who are now excluded from old-
age and survivors insurance.

The same is true of unemploy-
ment insurance. Millions of people
are covered by the state unemploy-
ment insurance laws, operated by
the states but with administrative
costs paid by the federal govern-
ment. During one year when jobs
were hard to get nearly 5% million
people who were out of work re-
ceived benefits for weeks at a-time.
Now during the war-boom when
jobs are so plentiful, fewer than 120,-
000 people are getting unemploy-
ment benefits in any one week. The
number may go down even further
as the war continues.

But when the war is over, millions
of former soldiers, sailors and war
workers will be looking for jobs.
Many will be entitled to unemploy-
ment insurance while they are look-
ing. There will also be many who
will need the insurance payments
but will not be eligible as the laws
now stand.

Under the public assistance pro-
grams of the social security act,
three million needy people are re-
celving monthly cash payments
which last year amounted to more
than $770,000,000. These payments
go to persons who do not have
enough to live on and cannot pro-
vide for themseives because they
are old and cannot work, because
they are blind, or because they are
too young to work and have lost &
parent's support or care. There are
about two million old people and one
million children on the lists. The
blind number around 55,000. But
many other people who lafk
bare essentials of life cannot be
helped under the present public as-
sistance programs because they are
neither over 65, nor very young, nor

s Gaps in Insurance.
Most serious, however,

ployment, old age, or death.

person cannot work because he
sick or disabled, not only does his
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MORE OLDSTERS AT WORK

(AVERAGE AGE OF MALE WORKERS)
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Eoch section represants 4 yeors

40.5 YEARS
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JOBS FOR PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED
(PLACEMENTS BY PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT OFFCES)

live decently.
of social insurance to millions who will fall
age or crippled class in a few years.

stop but he has the extra

our present unemployment insur-
ance and old-age and survivors in-
surance.

About 20 million workers, includ-
ing some of the Jowest income
groups in the country, are not cov-
ered by the old-age and survivors

More than 600,000 persons already
are drawing monthly payments un-
der old-age and survivors insurance.
Thousands more have earned rights
to benefits and will be able to claim
them whenever they stop regular
work. insured

worker is 65 or older and is no long-
er employed, and to the families of
insured workers who die either be-
fore or after they are 65.

As the law stands today, the old-
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sured workers who lose
through no fault of their
cannot get other jobs within a

time; and old-age and survivors in- |

surance which pays monthly benefits
to insured workers and their fami-
lies when the worker is old and re-
tires, or to his family when he
dies, whatever his age. The social

security board believes the next |

step is insurance against disability,
temporary or permanent, with pro-
vision to cover also the costs of
hospital care.

The need for such a program is
pointed up by the fact that of more
than 3 million disabled workers be-
tween 16 and 64 years of age, nearly
one million have been disabled for
more than a year. Around 7 mil-
lion people are ill on any one day
in the year—many of them for pro-
tracted periods of months and

years; many with no prospect of

would be necessary to
disability insurance, and
tional reports would be required of
employers. The cost of the
social insurance program,
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running. housekeeper

by the much-traveling first lady
Th’sl’.alylslh 19 hncheon
Boss of Domestic menus if the
End of New Deal Presidentde

e
riety. Now there has been added the
confusion of ration coupons, but Mrs,
Henrietta Nesbit, placid, bespecta-
cled, sorts

sourcefully
made either red or blue
ity. The fact that
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