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“Fear of Farm-Land Boom
Adds to Inflation Worry

Official Figures Show Agricultural Unit Values

Have Increased 20 to
Cent in Year.

24 Per

By BAUKHAGE
Nesos Analyst end Commentator,

ment offices and conference rooms
* no nratler

L)

As of March 1 of this year, in-
creases in farm land values over

In September, 1941, I wrote in
thess celumns:

“Money to burnl!

“And the burning question is how
to stop the conflagrafion before it
starts. The chief danger is another
prairie fire of farm land speculation
such as started in Jowa in World
War I . . . Today, two years after
the present war started, farm land
prices are up 1 per cent , . ."

Remember, that was written in
September, 1941, Well, steps were
taken te prevent speculation then
and they met with success. How-
ever, as we have seen by compar-

figyres, land prices in some
tes have now increased consid-|
erably. That is natural for much
has happened since 1941. In 1942,
as the Office of War Information
points out, “for the first time in 20
years, the annual average of farm
prices reached parity with other
prices.” Since the outbreak of the
war, the average of farm prices
has risen more than 90 per cent,
and farm ipcome by about 80 per
cent while the average prices paid
by farmers, including interest and
taxes, has increased about 25 per

»‘comt. « - .

‘Farm income was around 19 bil-

pate thing is that whea the farmer

i |'it means that things.are in.such

i TELEFACT
" WAR RAISES VALUE OF FARM REAL ESTATE
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WNU Service, Union Trust Building | loses, the rest of the country does,
Washington, D. C. too. We have struggled through mi-
For many months now, govern- | Bor industrial panics, as we used to

call them, but when the farm

way that there is no
everybody touches beottom.
Campaign Worked in 41

The article which I wrote in 1041
reported a meeting here in Wash-
ington of mortgage bankers, insur-
ance people, farm organization rep-
resentatives and others who were
urged by the Farm Credit admin-
istration to make normal appraisals
of land. Apparently they did a pret-
ty good job. Meanwhile, an educa-
tional campaign was started urging
the farmer, instead of rushing out
and buying land with the first money
he got as income increased, to pay
off his debts. It was gratifying to
see the results. In the next year
(1942) the net reduction of mort-
gages was 360 million dollars as
against an average of 120 million
reduction over the three preced-
ing years. Of course, there is noth-
ing Old Man Inflation hates worse
than seeing debts paid up.

Another thing which has helped
the present situation is the fact that
the farmers who are buying land
now usually put up a large initial
cash payment. In other words, they
are avoiding future debts and that is
another thing, of course, which is
equally unpleasant to Old Man In-
flation.

|
;

There is nothing to stop the farm-
er from speculating in land if he
wants to, buying on .a margin the
way the gamblers used to do on
the stock exchange. Now such trans-
actions are considerably limited by
law but there is no law to keep a
farmer from gambling if he doesn't
know any better.

- - L ]
‘Psychology for
The Fighting Man’

I have just been reading a little
booklet called ‘‘Psychology for the
Fighting Man."" It is one of those
books published primarily for the
soldiers, and every soldier able to
read, ought to have it. It has 20
chapters, each written by a well-
known psychologist or expert in his
line. Any chapter can be read
arately and they are all highly
teresting. Familiarity with them
will make’ any man a better soldier
and a better leader. The

But here are a few of the
topics 1 found ewceedingly interest-
ing: "
Psychology and combat
Seeing in the dark
Color and camouflage

Differences among races and peoples
and many others.

Simply-told psychology.

In this war, a man needs all the
helps of that kind that he can get
for the contrast between army life
and civilian life is greater than ever.

This book, "Psychology for the
Fighting Man,” is put oyt by a non-
profit corporation — the Infantry
Journal, here in Washington. It
costs only a quarter., It is for the
soldier, sailor, private or-general,
ensign or admiral. And it would be
a good idea for a lot of next of
kin to read this book, too. It might

help them to understand what the
soldier is up against.

BRIEFS...by Baukhage

cloged that Emperer Hirohito had
sent a message of * tulations’
to Marshal Petain,
Vichy chief of state, “on the occa-
sion of Bastille day."

The Japanese Domel agency dis-
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An old plaything comes in a new
model. This all-wood version of an |
indoor swing, on display at the Mer-
chandise Mart, Chicago, resembles |
a scooter. It is suspended at three |
points,

the
A.—If the garage people don't ob-
Q

ect. .

.~What is the meaning of the
clause ‘“for vacation purposes for
which adequate alternative trans-
portation is not available”?

A —That is put in to make it

bharder,
Q.-—Wh:bl:‘"udequawmnn

A.
into arguments over that onel

Q.—When is alternative transpor-
tation really “available”? A bus
runs to my vacation place but it is
always crowded. Does that consti-
tute available transportation?

A —Lissen, save time by seeing
your legal staff.

Q.—What is all this certification
business? How do I certify that I
have enough gas, or coupons for
enough gas, for a vacation trip?

A.—You must put it in writing.

Q.—Won't OPA take my word?

A.—You've been an A card holder
long enough to know your word is
never taken.

Q.—Do I really have to certify
my speedometer reading before I
leave?

A.—Yes, sir. The OPA wants to
start you off on your vacation under
theum.llmspicio:uornoiltlﬂ.

Q.—Must I certify that 1 have a
vacation place to go to?
A.—Positively. You might be fool-
ing the OPA.
Q.—How?
A.—By just using the gas without
,going on a vacation. i
* Q.—What wolld be the difference,
It‘ would be the same gas wouldn't
it?
A.—There you g.n quibbling again’

Q.—If I am driving to my cottage
and inspectors hold me up as a
pleasure driver what do I do?
A.—You show them a '‘vacation
validation" certificate, This makes
the vacation valid.
Q.—But does it make me valid?
A.—On an A card you can never
be quite walid.
Q.—I have a cottage 20 miles
away. A neighbor has a better one
40 miles away and wants me to
spend my vacation with him. If we
pool our gas we could make this
trip using less fuel than if we took
separate ones. Would this be per-
mitted?
A.—Probably not.
r ble.

It sounds too

al. Fur out the wall with 2 by 4
inch studs, nailing them in place “l
the floor and ceiling. Nail a one-
inch (or thicker) insulating blanket
between the studs and then cover
the wall with an .insulating wall-
board.

LI

Shingle Stain
Question: What is the formula for
mixing shingle stain?
: Mix in the proportion of

linseed oil to the above formula.
. & 8

_ Lumber for Bookcase

Question: I wish to make some
What wood-could 1

Q.—After reading all the require-
ments I do not feel like going on a
vacation by car. Must I?

A.—So you're running out on us
after all this trouble!

- . .
ADOLF DECIDES ON
A NEW UNIFORM

(“1 am putting on the uniform of
a soldier, never to take it off until
Gé¥many s victorious everywhere.”

Tailor—Ah, Herr Hitler, what can

soon.
Hitler—That goes for me, too. But
it's an uncertain era. this"

Fuel Oil Stains i
Question: How can stains of fuel |
oil be removed from asbestos shin- |
gles on the outside of a house?
Answer: Wash repeatedly with a .
solution of washing soda in water;
three pounds u: n:e !ullun.

Painting Screen Door |
Question: Which side of a screen
door should I paint so that people

cannot see through it from the
street?
Answer: For best results and ap-

pearance, pdn: h:th.lidel.

‘uniform hasn’t stood up the way it
should.

i

when the war broke out and said
you would never take off until it
ended with victory?

Hitler (sadly)—Ach, yes!

Tailor—Well, there's a limit to tha
wearing quality of any material. It
looks pretty worn everywhere ex-
cept in the seat. That's as good as
new,

Hitler—That's easily explained: 1
:;:\-;en't had any chance to sit down

t.
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recognized them, he hustled some
diners off, to make room for his old
American friends,

An Italian at the next table mum-
bled something about Germans in-
triding, ‘whereupon ' AP's" Massock

an affectionate embrace, he said:
“Please give my kind regurds to
President Roosevelt!”

.« & @

The army doesn't like to say too
much about it, but the United States
now has an embarrassment of
riches with respect to tanks, A year
ago, and for at least a year before
that, there was great clamor about
speeding production of this weapon
with which Hitler overran the con-

tinent.

However, both the invasion of
Sicily and raids over Germany now
make it apparent that the weapon
with which we shall take back the
continent is not the tank but the
plane,

Tanks were needed for the cam-
paign in North Africa, and a year
ago they were the most important
weapon in the arsenal in prepara-
tion for the landing of November 8.

But fewer tanks were expended
in North Africa than had been
expected, and we still have most of
those which were sent to that thea-
ter. Further, there will be less
demand for tanks in Europe than in
Africa, because of shorter distances
and less mobility.

A tank factory closed down in
Ohio last week, a fact which nor-
mally would hev® caused great
alarm. But it passed almost un
noticed because of the fact that we
now have miles of tanks standing in
line waiting to ‘be used in whatever
theater may require them.

Note: Claude Wickard says that
tanks are like potatoes. A few
months ago everybody clamored for
them. Now they are a glut on the
market. =

- L -
NAZI AIR STRENGTH

Air force experts are commenting
on the fact that German air activity
is stiffer in every theater of the
European war. More German
planes have been rushed to Italy,
are also active on the Russian front,
and are more active over the Euro-

. | pean continent in combating Allied

bomb raids than at any previous
time in the war.

ris believe the Germans have

hurried; handsome Ed Stettinius,
vain as a Hollywood actor; Henry
Wallace, philosophically reflecting
gt:e'."how the news camera distorts
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Kathleen Norris Says:

In Time of War

Prepare ‘for Peace

Bell Syndicate, —WNU Features.

By KATHLEEN NORRIS

ET your affairs in order

this year, if you can, and

be able to look forward

with perfect confidence to the
years ahead.

That's the thing we all want.

To feel sure of the future. The

man or woman who can say

‘“Well, whatever comes, I'm |

fixed,” is the man or woman to
be envied. No matter whether
his or her ambitions run to a
modest little farm where a few

apple trees, two dozen chickens
and a cow will help to pay ex-
penses, or to solid investments in
bonds and stocks that will bring in
a comfortable $200 a month, or an-
nuities, or rents, or whatever other
form thrift and farsightedness sug-
gest—there is no sensation in life
more desirable than the one that in-
sures a self-respecting, independent,
comfortable old age.

But old age comes on fast. There
aren't many years in which plans
for it may be made. It has a way
of arriving with shocking unexpect-
edness, and to many, many men
and women the moment of its ar-
rival is going 40 coimcide with the
conclusion of this war., When that
time comes thousands of young men
are going to come home to the
America they have risked their lives
to save, and we have scolemnly
promised each and every one of
them a good job.

That means that thousands of
women, now earning big money, and
thousands of older men, who have
perhaps abandoned their old familiar
jobs to jump into war work, are go-
ing to be dropped from the pay-
rolls. There is no other way.

Money Floods in Now.

Today Bill Brown may be making

$65 a week, instead of the old steady

And isn't it fun to spend money
royally and recklessly when at last
you have it to spend!

But also nobody knows better than
those of us who remember the last
war, that terrific and far-reaching
changes follow a war. Inflation is
an inevitable part of wars, and when
things are sufficiently inflated they
burst. War inflations burst when
peace comes in sudden collapses of

women, now complacently making
their hundreds a month, will be re-
placed everywhere by youth. These
&nh:a are inevitable, to some ex

E

Preparedness
Inevitable.
tent we choose

|
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W ARTIME THRIFT BRINGS
PEACETIME SECURITY

extrovagant
merely because wartime condi-
tiops have made it possible for
many of us to earn more money
than ever before. We must be
thrifty despite added income
and plan for old age as well as
:the period of read justment which
ill follow the war. Also, when-
ever ible, those at home
nhau.l!::pnre to help our fight-
ers when they return., That is
Kathleen Norris' message this
week. She includes a letter from
a woman whose family is poolin
its efforts so that when three sai
or sons return they will have
three farms as a homecoming
present. :

lization will take a long step for-
ward.

Kate Marvin is one of  the few
women who sees this now. *Every
woman will see it in a year or two,
but Kate is ahead of the rest. Here

‘is a part of her letter:

““We didn't get into debt any more
than most people, before the war,”
writes Kate, “but we did run nig-
gling little bills; doctor and dentist
were never caught up, grocery and
milk bills accumulated. But we
had three sons who seemed likely to
help out some day and Dad and I
rather spoiled our .boys and our
girl, and lived up fully to every cent
of our income.

“Then came the war; all three
boys into uniform long before Pearl
Harbor, and Sister into uniform, too,
as a riveter. Dad’s pay was upped
from about $300 a month to—some
months—$800, and I took a part-
time job that netted $125.

“Well, then we had a family con-
ference. We know this isn’t going to
last, and we face the fact, too, that
one or more of our three beloved
sailors may come home invalided,
and that all three of them will like
us better, when employment.
lems come, if we can be a help rath-
er than a burden to them. So we
deeded the house to Sister, and Sis-
ter puts $100 a month into tha ded
on the house. The debt is owed to
the government, which sent archi-
tects to us, and helped us turn our
14 big rooms into three apartments,
They submitted plans, authorized
the work, and they carry the.loan.
You see, we live in a coast town
whose - population has increased
more than a hundred per cent since
the war began, and living space is
at a premium.
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the crampedness and the
sacrificing and self-denisl. We're liv,
ing for the time when the boy# come
" o taki ¥ g
farms. We're living the tiocne
and with
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