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Faster Than Sound

Catania’s Capture

Of Axis Last Stand in Sicily Battle;
Red Offensive Crumples Nazi Flanks;
Yanks Continue Gains in Pacific Drive

ITOR'S NOTE ?- pinlons a ese eol
W:un lm‘r lu.l'.- news :::J:lﬁ and -l:i l.:“m'u, of
" Rel: d by Western N Union,

they are thowe of
this newspaper.)

P47 Thunderbols 1o 39,000 feet, and re-

PER CAPITA
1941 - $668
1942 . $817

: 9y
< e B
1941

TELEFACT

THE AVERAGE CIVILIAN INCOME WENT

255] "s78

CONSUMPTION

" M
s <
w4 1942
GIFTs

SICILY:

Last Stand

Forty thousand Axis troops were
all that were left to stand between
the Allies and complete conquest of
Sicily as the last phase of the battle
developed. Of the 40,000, it was
estimated that 35,000 were German
and the rest Italian.

Although-heavily outnumbered by
the 10 Allied divisions reported in
action, the Axis relied on sirong
natural entrenchments hewed into
the ed mountains to hold up the
British-American drive. The ad-
vance against these positions was
difficult, with the infantry slowly
picking its way up the craggy but
* barren slopes in the face of stiff
mortar and machine gun nests
which had held their ground even
after fierce Allied artillery barrage.

After being stalled for two weeks
in front of Catania, the British 8th
army spilled into the city after over-
coming strong Axis positions set up
along the several rivers winding
through the country and in the tall
. fields of grain. Aided by the navy's
bombardment of the enemy’s coast-
al positions along the Tyrrhenian
sea, the U, S. Tth army's drive point-
ed eastward to Messina, the Axis’
last communication link with the
Italian mainland.

MINERS:

For Travel Pay

Pride might cometh before the
fall, but in John L. Lewis’ case, it
was his interest
in drawing under-
.«ground pay for
his 500,000 United
Mine Workers
that accounted for
his appearance
before the War
Labor board
which he had so
often berated in
the past.

Occasion was
the WLB's hear-
ing on the Illinois
Coal Operators’
and UMW'sagree-
ment for pay-
ment of $1.25 a day to the miners
for the time spent in traveling un-
derground from the mine’s entrance
to the diggings. Lewis told the WLB
that American coal miners are the
only miners in any civilized country
who receive no compensation for un-
derground travel.

The agreement also calls for an
eight instead of a seven hour day
and a gix-day work week, which,
the underground travel pay,
would increase miners' daily checks
$3. Stating that 1,482 miners
from risks in the pits last year
were seriously injured,
the extra working hours
increase the men's exposure
accidents. Furthermore, he
declared, the -miners received just
more a year than the lowest
classification of government clerical

warkers.
GRAIN:
Going East

Six hundred million bushels of
corn were used during the second
quarter of 1043, the department of
agriculture reported, with supplies
1 totaling 872 million bush-

this amount, 842 million
remained on farms.
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As of July 1, the department stat-
ed that there was a supply of 290
million bushels of oats; over 200 mil-
lion bushels of barley, and 48 million
bushels of rye. Approximately 300
mﬁﬂuhﬂlehd&utwmfmd
available for feed.
_In relation to livestock, feed sup-
ply is reported to be 20 per cent
smaller than year and 14 per

cent below average

RUSSIA:
Offensive Climax

The height of the Russians’' sum-
mer offensive was reached with the
fall of Orel. After
a-month of hard
fighting, Marshal
Timoshenko's
forces swept into
the city, even as
the bulk of 250,000
Germans was be-
ing withdrawn to
new positions to
the west.

Held by the
Germans since
October, 1941, Orel stood in ruin as
the Russians moved in, with Nazi
rear-guards tackling the Reds in
hand-to-hand fighting in delaying ac-
tion in the streets of the city.

In taking Orel, the Reds threw
the full weight of their artillery,
planes, tanks and infantry into the
battle. Slowly, they ground down
German resistance on the north,
south and east sides of the city.

On the other end of the central
front, the Reds announced capture
of Belgorod.

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC:
At Munda

The American attack on Munda
in the Solomons stands out as a
classic of military strategy.

In the final stages of the battle
against a fanatical enemy resisting
to the death, ‘American forces drew
a tight noose around the Japs, with
one column moving to the west of
the defenders’ line while two other
columns hammered in from two ends
on the east.

When American planes failed to
sufficiently reduce the Japs' hidden
pill-boxes hewed in the jungle brush,
13-ton tanks were called into the
fray, and these crackled through the
dense foliage to advance on the en-
emy’s well-concealed positions and
draw their fire. Their gungfire guid-
ed the tanks to their entrenchments
and these were gquickly subdued
with point-blank barrages.

With strong Jap points overrun on
the east, American warships and
airplanes then moved in along the
coast to the west and laid down &
thunderous velley into the enemy's
positions. As this combined barrage
shook up the Japs in their pillboxes
and caves, American troops picked
their way northward, to ring the en-
emy from the west.

TAXES:
Corporations’ Share

What is the corporations’ share of
the nation's tax burden?

Secretary of the Treasury Henry
Morgenthau revealed that prelim-

Gen. Timoshenkeo

inary statistics
show that 509,062
corporations filed
returns for 1941,
Except for 40,160
which were in-
active with no in-
come data, these
corporations paid
over seven billion
dollars in normal,
surtaxes and ex-
cess profit taxes.
The government
collected nearly
13 billion dollars
in revenue for
1941, which would
indicate that cor-
porations accounted for almost 60
per cent of receipts.

Morgenthau reported that of the
corporations reporting for 1941, 264,-
625 showed profits, with net income
of 18 billion dollars. Approximately
43648 mire corporations made
money during the year than in 1940.

Henry
Morgenthao

I d the pr performance.

According to the 36-year-old daredevil,
he made his first flight on impulse. As his
?qu went screaming downward, ke said,
it felt as though a ton of bricks lay on his
back, and he could barely lift his arms to
write m;ﬂ:'rmﬁnﬂ of his instru-
ments, eveled off a1 18,000, every-
thing went gray, he declared, but he never
lost consciousness,

FARM LAND:
Value Rising
With the value of all farm land

now above World War I level, gov- |

ernment officials were becoming
anxious over the possibility of an-
other realty boom which would col-
lapse with a disastrous drop in
prices as in the twenties,

Between March and July of this
year, farm real estate rose another
3 per cent. The increase occurred
throughout all of the geographical
regions and in two-thirds of the
states. In Indiana, farm property
sold 40 per cent above the 1935-39
average.

With commodity prices up one-
fourth within the last 12 months and
farm income for 1943 expected to

exceed 1942's record levels, farmers |

were said to be active buyers in the
market. What with high commodity
prices prevailing, speculators also
were supposed fo be purchasing
property for resale,

WAR ARSENAL:
80 Pect. Complete

Of the government’'s planned con-
struction of 14% billion dollars of
war plant facili-
ties, approximate-
ly 12 billion dol-
lars has been
completed, Chair-

Production board
announced. That
represents a coms
pletion of 80 per
cent of the pro-
: gram compared
Donald Nelson With 61 per cent
at the start of the
year and 34 per cent at this time
last summer.

Greatest gains in the program
were in the construction of plants
for guns, combat-vehicles, aircraft
and ammunition. Facilities for pro-
ducing ammunition are 95 per cent
complete.

According to Nelson, the records
for other programs showed synthetic
rubber, 61 per cent finished; 100 oc-
tane gas, 39 per cent; iron and steel,
75 per cent, and chemical products,
90 per cent.

Production Lags

Production of armaments and oth-
er goods needed by the army is lag-
ging seriously, Lieut. Gen. Brehon
B. Somervell, chief of army supply
services, warned. He said that 300
million dollars’ worth of supplies
have not been delivered according
to schedule in the last three months,
Output of factories has been going
down steadily, he continued, with
July figures "‘decidedly worse" than
those of June.

At the same time the treasury re-
ported that actual war spending dur-
ing July was half a billion dollars
less than in June, this being the
first month in which war costs have
turned downward. Commentators
say this decline is another indica-
tidn of lower production, rather than
smaller needs.

Urging all contractors to fulfill
their contracts, General Somervell
said: “If as a manufacturer, you
are scheduled to produce a certain
quantity of war material by a spe-
cific date, you have undertaken 2
specific military obligation.”

CARGO PLANES:
Back to Metal

New developments prompted the
army’s cancellation of contracts for
all wooden transport airplanes and
the return to metallic construction.

The wooden craft were designed
to operate froii small, unimproved
landing fields and carry 4,500 pounds
of cargo at medium range. But
partly because of Allied air domi-
nance, good airports have been put
in use in distant combat zones, and
the demand has shifted to faster,
longer-range planes.

Furthermore, it was reported,

aluminum production has increased |

in a volume sufficient to take care

of additional plane building, while

certain woods suitable for the type
of transport designed are growing
scarce.

Mussolini’s Meteoric Career

Recalled as He Makes Exit

How Italy’s Master
Rose to Power and
Why He Collapsed

" By ELLIOTT J. PINE
On July 25, 1943, Benito Mus-
solini, dictator of Italy for 21

fices, and turned his govern-
ment over to King Victor Em-
manuel. The immediate reason
for the dictator’'s relinquishing
of power is said to be his inabil-
ity to obtain greater military aid
from Germany. The Fascist
council voted 19 to 7 against ac-
cepting his plan of abandoning
more than half the country to
the Allies, and of establishing
a defense line in the north.
When Mussolini realized that he
could not enforce his will as he
was accustomed, he stepped
out, or according to other ac-
counts, was forced out. -

More basic than this dispute on
war plans, however, was the in-
creasing and bitter distrust of Mus-
solini, and the Fascist party he head-
ed. The Italian people, most observ-
ers say, never wished to enter World
War II. Defeats, losses and hard-
ships have turned the people of
Italy away from Fascism, and re-
volt was brewing ever hotter. When
Mussolini went, Fascism ended too.

King Victor Emmanuel, who has
valways retained the shadow of au-
thority, has given the official version
of the situation in this statement:
“His Majesty, the King-Emperor,
has aceepted the resignation from
the offices of chiel of government,

|state, which was tendered by His

i Panald Hel :Exeelleney. signor Benito Mussolini,

son of the War|

prime minister, and secretary of

and has appointed as chief of gov-
ernment, prime minister, and seere-
tary of state, His Excellency, Mar-
shal of Italy, signor Pietre Ba-
doglio.”

At the time this statement was
made public, it was pretended that
Mussolini's ill health was the rea-
son for his leaving office, but this
rather weak excuse was soon
ldropped.
| The new government thus estab-
{lished by the king and Marshal
Badoglio is generally considered to
signify the end of the Fascist party.
The structure that held Italy tightly
for two decades apparently has col-
lapsed by the removal of one man.
Actually the party has been crum-
bling from within for years, say in-
formed correspondents.

Fascism Began 24 Years Ago.

“Fascism' as a name dates from
March 23, 1919, when Mussolini and
145 others organized the *‘Fasel
Italiano di Combattimento' mean-
ing, “Italian fighting groups.” The’|
word “Fasci’” comes from the old
Roman symbol of authority,

found it, perhaps, he at least was
one of its earliest and strongest lead-
ers. He soon came out in front, a

magna province.
ed grade school, he became a teach-
er in a neighboring vlll.l;;.r and soon
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fessional men soon found it
advantage to join the party,
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‘Let Us Live Like Lions’

as Neville Chamberlain put it, Know-
ing that a great war was around the
corner Mussolini then turned his at-
tention to bringing his army, navy,
and especially his air force to full

‘Stab in the Baek.’

When France was staggering to
defeat in the spring of 1940, Musse-
lini thought he saw the long sought
opportunity for important territorial

without
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er and a philosopher
dream of a peaceful world.
more he plans and works
world even as he fights.
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