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WEEKLY NEWS ANALYSIS

Nazi Forces Offer Stiff Resistance
As Allies Continue Advances in Italy;
Russ March Across Northern Ukraine;
WFA Announces Control of Milk Sales
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~ “News'of Italy’s unconditional surrender was
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greeted with open jubila-

tion in the garment manufacturing district of New York, ‘with celebrants
nl_lu deep in improvised confetti, etc., as shown above.

ITALY:
Battlefield, After All

Italy’s unconditional surrender to
the Allies did not spare that country
from becoming a bloody battlefield
in the war.

Trapped all along the Italian boot
when the Badoglio government gave
up the fight, German forces put up
stiff resistance as Allied armies
swarmed ashore to occupy the main-
land. Bitter fighting occurred near
Naples and in Rome, where Ger-
mans were reported to have seized
control to establish their own puppet
regime, in the name of Benito Mus-

Meanwhile, Italian service men,
told to resist German attempts to
prevent them from giving up, ap-
peared divided in their loyalty to
the Badoglio government, While Ital-
ian soldiers were reported aiding
the Allies in the south, the Ger-
mans claimed many others were

by the Axis in the north,

re the Nazis planned a last ditch

fight along the mountain range of
the Po valley.

Escorted by the British navy,
three Italian-battleships and an as-
sortment of cruisers and destrqyers
reportedly were steaming for Allied

. ports in North Africa, there to join
in the fight against Germany.

Economic Problem

Though Italy's capitulation was of
unquestioned military value to the
Allies, its occupa-
tion diffi-

cult economic
problems. To Cal-
vin Baldwin of the
office of foreign
economic co-ordi-
nation will go the
task eté;tr:ilght-
ening tua-
tion.

deficient in coal,
iron and petrole-
um, though it has quantities of mer-
- cury, bauxite and sulphur, Second-
ly, the country's food n is

Calvin Baldwin

insufficiencies in grains,

CIVILIAN SUPPLIES:
Assure Stocks

Civilians were assured of supplies
of such items as lamps and lan-
terns burning liquid fuel, bed
springs, radiators, furnaces and boil-
ers under a directive issued to
manufacturers by the War Produc-
tion board.

Under the order, manufacturers
will set aside a cerlain percentage
of their stock for civilian use. Any
attempts of the army, navy, mari-
time commission or other govern-
ment agencies to dip into these re-
serve stocks will be referred to the
WPB, which will then determine
wh:ﬂier the orders are to be hon-
ored.

WPB's regulation under which it
will review requests of government
agencies to get goods from civilian
stocks, was a modification of a pre-
vious order, under which the agen-
cies could only obtain such supplies
with a Triple-A priority rating, re-
served for strategic needs of the
highest urgency.

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC:

Doom Jap Bases

Allied troops surrounding the Jap-
anese New Guinea bases of Lae and
Salamaua faced desperate last ditch
opposition as 20,000 enemy troops,
cut off from all supply from the
north, were confronted with surren-
der or death.

American bombers pounded both
bases, and at Lae, paratroopers who
landed in the Markham valley to the
west, beat forward through jungle
brush to the outskirts of the town,
while Australian ground forces, put
ashore along the gulf to the east,
closed in from that direction.

At Lae, the Japs' main defenses
were built in two former plantations
on either side of the town. Ter-
races and groves were fashioned
into formidable bunkers, and it was
against these that the Allies forces
surged.

Farther to the south, the doughty
Japanese garrison of Salamaua was
pounded from the sea, as well as
the air. Cruising close to shore, Al-
lied naval vessels trained their big
guns on the waterfront, smashing in-
stallations. Resisting to the last, a
handful of enemy fighters rose up to
challenge the bombardment, but two
were shot down and a third dam-
aged.

MILK QUOTAS:

At Current Levels

In order to maintain production of
butter, cheese and evaporated and
dried milk products, the War Food
administration announced sales of
fluid milk will be controlled through
the establishment of dealers’ quotas.

Quotas will be based on dealers’
current deliveries, permitting civil-
jans to purchase more milk than
they consumed in 1942, but less than
they might if supplies were avail-
able. Sales to hospitals, pregnant
and npursing mothers and children
will take precedence over other de-
liveries, it was said, and sales to
homes also will receive special con-
gideration.

In heavily populated urban areas
where the milk situation is particu-
larly acute, the program will first
be established. Administration ex-
penses will be paid by an assess-
ment on milk handlers.
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CHINA:
U. 8. Air Force Grows

The Japanese have sent a new
Zero into Chinese skies, one with
a higher ceiling . 2
and better diving
characteristics,
but gradual re-
inforcement of
the 14th U, 8. Air
Force is making
it more and more
of a threat to the
enemy's defen-
sive and econom-
ic outpost on the

Chinese main- Gen. Claire
land. Chennaunit
Shipment of

I'.‘ightm'.ng P-38s to the l4th AAF
gives Maj. Gen. Claire Chennault »
speedy fighter to use in combination
with bombers at his command.

Although the 14th AAF has been
used in support of Chinese land ar-
mies and for pounding Jap commu-
nications, storehouses and industrial
i.r'l.nf.aJIat:ions set up in occupied sec®
tions of the country, it looms of
greater strategical importance as a
threat to the Japanese homeland
if northern bases are gotten.

AGRICULTURE:

Less Cotton

Continued hot, dry weather caus-
ing considerable deterioration in the
western portion of the cotton belt,
was a contributing factor in the de.
partment of agriculture's forecast as
of September 1 of a 1943 cotton crop
of 11,670,000 bales, 7 per cent below
the August 1 estimate,

Lint yield per harvested acre was
indicated at 25.7 pounds above the
10-year average, but below the rec-
ord 1942 figure.

Regions hit hardest according to
the department of agriculture, in-
clude Texas, where production esti-
mates as of September 1 were 373,-
000 bales belsw a month ago; Ar-
kansas, down 200,000 bales; Okla-
homa, down 125,000 bales; Mississip-
pi, down 120,000, and Tennessee,
down 45,000 bales,

Wheat in Loan

Because farmers are able to ob-
tain more for their wheat on the
market than the $1.28 a bushel ad-
vanced on loans by the Commodity
Credit corporation, pledges on the
1943 crop approximate half of the
total prevailing at this time last
year. Then, 94,418,000 bushels were
being held by the U. S.

On the 44,355,725 bushels in loan,
$56,964,137 was paid out,’ the CCC
stated. Warehouses held 39,370,000
bushels, and 4,985,459 bushels were
stored on farms. Officials estimated
that the entire 1943 loan stock would
not exceed 200,000,000 bushels.

As of September 8, the govern-
ment held about 127,000,000 bushels
of wheat, and was disposing of 1%
million bushels daily for feed in def-
icit areas.

RUBBER:
Synthetic Hopes High

If all of the necessary materials
going into the manufacture of syn-
thetic rubber can be supplied in 1944,
productien should approximate 850,-
000 tons, Bradley Dewey, newly
named rubber director, declared.

Even as Dewey spoke, the War
Production board ordered 12 major
textile mills to devote their facilities
exclusively to the fabrication of cot-
ton and rayon tire cords. Previous-
1y, the mills had been making cot-
ton duck for the army.

Production of synthetic rubber in
September will exceed 30,000 tons,
Dewey said, and tires made from the
material are equal to all but the top-
grade from natural rubber. Next
year, 2 minimum of 30 million tires
will have to be made and distributed
for essential civilian driving, Dewey
added.

CONGRESS BACK:
Studies Draft, Taxes

The question of deferring fathers |

and of raising an additional 12 bil-
lion dollars in taxes confronted con-

Rep. Andrew
May

army.

President
Roosevelt's re-
quest for 12 billion dollars of new
taxes to raise total receipts to 80
billions a year is expected to arouse

exemptions, and increased income
and corporation taxes have been
suggested as revenue sources.

To Get Bigger, Better Crops, Farmers Should
Toss Their Plows on Junkpile, Says Expert
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By ELMO SCOTT WATSON
Released by Western Newspaper Unioa.

HOMAS GRAY, the famous

English poet, has made im-
mortal the plowman who “home-
ward plods his weary way'' and
for two centuries the
and his plow have been the
theme of song and story, build-
ing up the idea that they are the
benefactors of mankind. In
fact, “Venerate the plow"” was
the motto engraved upon the
medals offered by the Agricul-
tural Society of Philadelphia
early in the Nineteenth century
to stimulate agricultural experi-
mentation, and more than a doz-
en of our states have the plowas
one of the symbols in their great
seals.

In the face of this tradition it
may come as a shock to most
Americans to be told that in-
stead of venerating the plow,
we should look upon it as an en-
emy of agriculture and the tool
that is responsible for *‘all of
the erosion, the sour soils, the
mounting floods, the lowering
water table, the vanishing wild
life, the compact and impervi-
ous soil surface” which have be-
devilled the American farmer
in recent years. Yet that is ex-
actly what an agricultural ex-
pert tells us in a new book.

He is Edward H. Faulkner and
his revolutionary idea is developed
in the book “Plowman's Folly" pub-
lished recently by the University of
Oklahoma Press. And lest it be
thought that he is only a theorist,
a “visionary” and a “book farmer,"
let it be added immediately that he
is the son of a successful farmer,
that he was trained in agriculture
at Williamsburg Baptist institute
(now Cumberland college) and at
the University of Kentucky, that he
has been a county agent in Kentucky
and Ohio, a Smith-Hughes teacher
of agriculture and a soil and crop
investigator in private employment.
Moreover, he has carried on his ex-
periments in garden plot and on a
farm scale on land which he owns in
Ohio and by his crop yields has
translated theory into solid fact.

At the beginning of "Plowman’s
Folly,” Mr. Faulkner says that his
book “'sets out to show that the mold-
board plow which is in use on farms
throughout the civilized world, is the
least satisfactory implement for the
preparation of land for the produc-
tion of crops. This sounds like a
paradox, perhaps, in view of the fact
that for nearly a century there has
been a science of agriculture, and
that agricultural scientists almost to
a man have used and approved the
use of the moldboard plow. Never-
theless, the statement made above
is true and capable of proof. Much
of the proof, as a matter of fact,
has come in left-handed manner from
scientists themselves. The truth is
that no one has ever advanced a

ing and points out their inconsisten-
cies and even absurdities. *‘Assum-
ing plowed land to be better for

over and develop more rankly after
land had been plowed than before.
Is this so? Observation is that, un-
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