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WEEKLY NEWS ANALYSIS

‘Western Front Aflame as Nazis
Strive to Hold Allied Advance:
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move from battered villages In war zone to safety.

EUROPE:

Battles Rage

In some of the bloodiest fighting
since D-Day, the whole western front
from Holland down to Switzerland
was aflame, with Allied forces slug-
ging through stubborn enemy de-
fenses and then holding their own
against German counter-attacks.

Especially bitter fighting occurred
on Lieut. Gen. George S. Patton's
Third army front, where U, S. tanks
spearheaded a drive on Germany's
famed coal and industrial Saar ba-
sin, and the enemy lashed back with
strong armored forces. As Patton's
men edged forward, the enemy fell
back on the rugged and wooded
slopes of the Vosges mountains,
where they were expected to make a
stand before retiring to the Siegfried
line to their rear.

Stff German resistance and

Congress Shapes Postwar Aid
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PACIFIC:

No Pause

Even as U. S. marines and dough-
boys cleaned up resistance in the
Pala islands, 600 miles east of the
Philippines, American sirmen were
on the go softening up other enemy
strong-points.

Again the Philippines were the
principal targets. Hopping off from
New Guinea, army bombers blasted
the southern port of Davao, shuitle
point for enemy troops and supplies
in the area, and carrier planes op-
erating in the Third fleet hammered
shipping, airfields and military in-
stallations around Manila bay, nerve
center of the islands.

In striking the southern Palaus,
whose conquest placed U. S. forces
closer to the vital enemy water route
from the Indies to Japan, American
troops encountered fanatical resist-
ance, more than 7,000 Nipponese sol-
diers out of a force of 10,500 fighting
to the death on the main island of
Peleliu,

FIGHTING SHIPS:
Allied Might

Recognized naval manual of the
world, the 1943-'44 edition of “Jane's
Fighting Ships'’ noted the increasing
strength of Allied might on the high
seas and the continued decline of
Axis strength,

Indicative of the growing power
of the U. 8. navy, “Jane’s'” revealed
that it numbered 4,167 ships last
January, exclusive of thousands of
landing craft, with high watermarks
including the scheduled launching of
two new 45,000-ton battleships this
year, the development of a fleet of
100 aircraft carriers, and the con-
struction of new 2,200-ton flotilla
leaders.

Referring to Axis naval strength,
“Jane’s” reported that disablement
of Germany’s Tirpitz and Gneisenau
removed its fast big capital ships
from service, and despite the launch-
ing of two new 45,000-ton battleships,
Japanese shipbuilding facilities were
running behind detands.

CONGRESS:

Charts Reconversion

With the fall elections rapidly ap-
proaching and congressional leaders
pressed to assemble sufficient quor-
ums, the house and senate made
preparations for handling the post-
war economic crisis and then moved
toward a recess until November.

First bill to get an O.K. and be
sent up to the White House for the
President's

posal of an estimated 100
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GREAT BRITAIN:

Building Needs

That rel will provide the
base for Great Britain’s postwar
economy was indicated by the gov-
ernment’s recent announcement that
1,250,000 workers would be needed in
the construction industry to repair
bomb damage.

Contributing to the tremendous
damage wrought by the war have
been the deadly German robots,
some of which have individually
wrecked as many as 1,500 houses,
with the average being 400. About
200,000 square yards of board, 500,
000 window frames and 400,000 doors
have been ordered to help repair
buildings damaged by the flying
bombs,

At the present time, 380,000 peo-
ple are engaged in the construction
industry, it was revealed, with many
thousands of these women.

Postwar W ages

That British labor will put up a
battle to retain its wartime wage in-
creases in the postwar world was
indicated by the strike of 14,000 auto
workers in B ham, b
over assignment of employees to the
assembly of a reputed peacetime
product at lower wages than those
being paid in the munitions depart-
ment.

Under the stimulus of wartime
conditions, with manufacturers bid-
ding for labor, British wages shot
up from about $15 a week to $25 for
men, and from about $6.50 weekly
to $13 for women.

Because of the competition be-
tween themselves and foreign coun-
tries, however, British industrialists
are expected to resist present high
wages unless production costs are
chopped through an increase in la-
bor efficiency or greater use of ma-
chinery.

AMERICAN LEGION:

W ants Strong U. S.

American cooperation with other
nations to keep the peace, forceful
occupation of Germany and Italy to
bring the lessons of war home to
their populations, and compulsory
military training for youth, were
among the resolutions adopted by
the American Legion at its 26th an-
nual convention in Chicago.

Also advocated was retention of
necessary bases, maintenance of the

Legion hi-finks sees Clande Duxick posed
as Mass West, escorted by Hap Gordemson.

navy at full strength;

preserva
of free within. the U. 8.;
stoppage of all immigration until
employment should fall to
1,000,000, and deportation of all
versive aliens to their native
tries.

Active in Legion affairs in his

up to 85,000, Edward N. Scheiberling
of Albany, N. Y., was elected na-
tional commander. Mrs. Charles B.
Gilbert of Norwich, Conn., mother of

Safety Problem
Answering Sen. Burton K. Wheel-

Because human failings more
than not have been shown to be the
cause of many accidents, a large
number of the roads have broad
educational programs, it was said.
hli;.;.mwuummm

inability to obtain materi-
als for safety devices because of pri-
ority restrictions, rail officials said,
hmmm-mnﬂﬂ
and passanger traffic has multi
the chances of mishaps.
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Memos of & Newspaperman:

Time echoed the oddity-in-the-
news about the goldier overseas who
was hit by a shell fragment which
contained the number on his own
dog-tag . . . The newspapers fell
for it, too, a week earlier when a
Canadian Press dispatch sald an
RCAF batman was named as the
one it actually happened to in<Nor-
mandy . . . The report stated that
his name was George McMillan of
Nova Scotia. The number on the
fragment was 26750—the number on
his identity card . . . The Herald
Tribune carried it, too, a week after
it published an article (Aug. 13th)
in its magazine section titled:
“Lucky Shot" by Gen. Patton's wife.
She said it happened in the last war|

Lou Holtz and some others were
reminiscing about Ziegfeld and how
the master-showman always ‘‘had
class" even when he couldn't afford
R

There was the time, frizample,
when Ziegfeld was in Hollywood aft-
er squardering another fortune on a
failure in New York. He wired his
old friend Ed Wynn . . . “I know
1 owe you $65,000," it said, “but I
need $7,500 desperately. Will you
help me out again?*

Wynn instructed his bankers to
rush Ziegfeld the $7,500 . . . Zieg-
feld used it to return to N. Y. in
& private Pullman!

Max Hersberg, who collected a
bookful of anecdotes which he chris-

favorite. . . . Once Disrael and
Gladstone collided verbally in the

after adjournment he was still shak-
ing with rage. . . . He glimpsed
| Disraeli chatting with other mem-
| bers and he shouted: “Sir, you will
come to your end either on the gal-
lows or by some terrible plague!”
Disraeli adjusted his monocle and
softly intoned: “I should say, Mr.
, that depends upon wheth-
| er I embrace your principles or your
mistress.”

“Good morning, Mein
Fuehrer."” . . . “Heil Hitler!"” and
““What have you done today to im-
prove the Master Race?” . . . FBI
agents, disguised as plumbers, in-
vestigated and confirmed the tip.
. + . "You bet I put them up!” she
“But I'm not a Nazil" . . .
It took hours before they broke her
up with her
attitude, and
speaking to her. . . .
by
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. Its drama critic, de-
| scribing a singer portraying a ham-
| my
[ role of a Mae
| donna.” . . . The same mag re-
| minds Russian-baiters that the So-
| viet casualties are almost five times
| greater than the U. 8. and British
bined.

com . . . . "Seventeen.” a new
| mag for the junior-miss set, has a
| slant, Ear]l Wilson

.

tened: “Insults” considers this his | °8

, wrote: “She plays the |

Servicemen

One of the most unusual hotels
m the nation is located in Wash-
Ington, D. C,, where, despite
nightly sellouts, accommoda-
tions are provided far below
OPA ceiling prices!

It is the ted Nations Service
Center, formerly the Capitol Park
hotel, now under the exclusive man-
agement of the Recreation Services
of the War ty committee,
The only hotel in the United States
taken over completely for this pur-
pose, it is perhaps the largest Can-
teen in the world for servicemen of
all the United Nations, and is op-
erated as a voluntary community
project along modern health and
sanitation lines.

The United Nations Service center

Canteen, despite the hotel's size, was
forced to take over an adjoining
school house, converting it into room
for 345 more beds, a total of 570
available sleeping accommodations

'I\t.b'hn center was officially
opened October 27, 183, and there
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House and as Gladstone came out Md

Has Own ‘Police Force.'
Actually it looks like the head-
quarters of the general staff, except
that 74 former employees of the
Capitol Park hotel are still working |
there as members of the Canteen
staff. Everything that occurs at the
Canteen must be approved by the
military district of Washington and
the Potomac River naval command.
A 24-hour duty is maintained by the
Shore Patrol—the Canteen's own po-
lice forcel

Though much of the Canteen’s va-
ried acecommodations are free, some
services are rendered en a cost ba-
sis, which astounds the average

Hotel Caters Exclusively to
and Their Families
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have, for example, employed single-
service paper eating and drinking
utensils almost exclusively, in

of obsolete and sanitarily inadequate
dishwashing equipment, thus avoid-
ing the possible danger of transmis-

sion of disease

Land-Lubbers
Become Seamen
In Six Months

“All right fellows. Line up on
either side of the walk and open
up your gear for inspection. No
knives, guns, cameras or radios
permitted aboard the base.”
“boots”

from Nebraska, Indiana, Alabama,
an—all across the country re-
port in six days a week ot U. S
Maritime Service training stations
to learn to sail aboard a wartime
cargo vessel to “Deliver the Goods.”

For his first few days at Sheeps-

Completing four weeks of boot
training, the new recruits move into

kp” is assigned each indi-
vidual to teach discipline and to at-
tend to necessary siation tasks,




