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[ BOMBING NIPS WITH B-20s
. The plan of continuously bombing
|Japan from Saipan promises to be
one of the most important strategies
of the war. But Hike all difficult in-
novations, it already has evolved
some serious kinks which must be
ironed out.

They include: crew fatigue, main-
‘tenance problems, weather condi-
tions and home front production of
planes to replace those lost In action.
Upon these factors depend the fre-
quency with which we can keep up
the rain of bombs on Japan.

The bombing of Japan from Sal
pan represents a gruelling experis
ence for the crews involved, and al-
lowances must be made to provide
necessary rest periods, If any of the
crews participating in the Thanks-
giving Day raid tried it again three
days later, it would be only natural
to expect that their operational
ability would be proved reduced
because of the wearing effect of the
earlier 3,000-mile flight,

It has also been found that infor-
mation on weather over Japan is
still not entirely accurate.

But reconnaissance photos taken
lafter the first two raids did show
severe damage to a major aircraft
plant outside of Tokyo, also effective
shattering of several water front
areas which are jampacked with
Tokyo traffic.

Other Obstacles to Raids.

Officials have also learned that
the B-29 still has certain defects
which may require modification in
future production. These primarily
concern the safety of air crews and
should be remedied before bombing
of Japan can be carried out on a
day-to-day basis.

Alr corps officials still reiterate
that the air phase of the war against
Japan is nearing its climax, but
admit that several more months will
pass before the air drive can be
really stepped up to its peak.

One major hope is that General
MacArthur's forces will be able to
secure several bases in the Philip-
pines so that the B-20s can operate
from . there, thus smashing at the
south of Japan almost at will,
Because of the B-20s’ vast size, it is
almost impossible to .conceal them
under camouflage, with the result
that Japanese planes still operating
from scores of flelds in the Philip-
pines could bomb 'B-20s at will if
they were bu:d on Leyte now.
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RUSSIA AND JAPAN

Now that Stalin has put the Japa-
nese on notice for war, calling
them an aggressor natlon, ' gnother

Tegarding Jimmy Doolittle's
raid-on Tokyo can be told.

After dropping its bomb load on
Tokyo, one of the planes developed
a leak in its gas line. Aware that
he could not make friendly Chinese
territory, the pilot set his course for
Soviet Siberia, figuring he might
barely be able to reach dry land.
Internment, he figured, was better
than execution. When the fuel gave
out, he had no ldea where he was,
but landed on the best flat stretch
he could find.

As the crew of the plane piled
out, a column of tanks appeared
over a nearby hill. The airmen
climbed back into their plane and
prepared to make a fight for it, but
finally saw the Soviet red star on
the leading tank and got out of the
plane again,

The pilot walked forward to talk
with the Soviet major who jumped
out of the leading tank. Using Eng-
Hsh, gestures, and one or two words

Finally, the Russian officer stopped
him. In fairly good English, he said:
““Yes, we know all about the bomb-
ing of Tokyo. And we knew one plane
was in trouble and might be head-

The bomber crew started to climb
into the tanks when suddenly an-
other column of tanks appeared from
the opposite direction. A Jap officer
came running toward the Russians,
shouting, “This is Japanese ter-
ritory. We demand the surrender of

Americans.

Air Force Triplets and Twins

Upper photograph shows the triplet soms of Mr. and Mrs, Willlam
J. Aldinger, Springfield, N, ¥. Heary L., Robert J., and Willlam F.
Aldinger have flown a total of 70 trips since May. Right, Boyd and Loyd
Bartley, identical twins of Keystone, Okla., who were members of 2 B-24
bomber erew. Loyd wears a Purple Heart medal,

Cow Shares Home With Refugées

Refugee French mother, who fled from the village of Corcieux with
ether families, when retreating Germans razed the town, is shown with
her baby in the stall .of a barn, while the eccupant, a cow, looks on. Most
of the refugees were forced to do without ev an
pied barn,

Downs 1-2} Planes

Maj. William J. Hovde of Crooks-

ton, Minn., destroyed 1214 ememy |
planes In one day, when he led his |/

fighter squadron into the fire of Naxi

aireraft seeking to break up the |

American daylight raid on Berlin,

Vet Earns License

:

a hook, instead eof the
lost in the service of his
y Marine Pfe. C. W. Pernot
Wilmington, Del., is shown behind
steering wheel of car in which he
qualified for driver’s license in Penn-
sylvania, Ten other amputation vets
qualified.
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General Wins Pals

Was Star of Bethlehem
A Natural Phenomenon?
Astronomers Disagree

Four astronomical hypotheses
have evolved from the consideration
of the Star of Bethlehem as a natur-
al phenomenon—specifically the pos-
sibilities of its having been & me-
teor, a comet, a new star, or the
conjunction of two or more planets.

A meteor is a very transient and
local phenomenon. Under no cir-
cumstances could a meteor be visi-
ble for more than a few seconds
and one large enough to attract the
attention of ordinary observers
would have had its place of impact
commemorated.

Tradition credits Hipparchus with
having noted, in 134 B. C., a bril-
liant new star where previously no

Tree for armed forces in Iceland.

star had been: and since Tycho
Brahe discovered his famous nova
in 1572, many new stars have been
tentatively identified as the Star of
Bethlehem.

Jupiter, Mars, Saturn, and Venus
are planets visible to the naked eye.
Computation has figured that Jupi-
ter, Mars and Saturn were in con-
junction in the year 7 to 6 B. C.,
as such a phenomenon cecurs about
every 800 years; it is impossible to
include Venus and still conform to
the biblical account which places

;ni::t conspicuous in the western ho-

n.

Modern astronomers do not attach
much weight to the foregoing hy-
potheses, Such phenomena would oc-
cur too far from the earth to serve
as a local guide and, seen in the
same direction from any point on the
earth’s surface, would not stand—as
the biblical Star of Bethlehem.

Tips on Carving

agriculture offer these tips:
Have the platter set on the ta-
ble with the legs of the roast tur-
key or chicken pointing either
siraight toward youn or toward

your carving hand. A wedge of
bread or apple under each side of
the bird will steady it for earving.
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the Star in the East since Venus-is |-

South Americans

Celebrate Feast in
Picturesque Way

The children of Latin Ameérica
learn about Santa Claus only through
the radio programs from North
America. Yet Christmas for them
is not lacking in gaiety and not lack-

in gifts.
luBut the beneficent visitor, instead
of being the jolly, rotund Kris Krin-
gle, is “El-Nino Dios—the Clirist
Child—assisted by Los Reyes Magos
—the Magi Kings.

‘While the children of North Amer-
ica are hanging up their stockings on
Christmas eve, their neighbors below
the Rio Grande are setting out care-
fully made little beds of grass or
straw, which El Nino Dios will fill
with toys and candy during the night.

This is not universal, however. In
some countries the night for gifts is
January 5, for tha:'i.;‘tl‘l;gighﬁo Los
Reyes Magos ride swi m house
toqhome with cul?teﬂh l:m good

for & ¥
th.lnmg: nﬂ:m season in Mexico and
countries gen-

orful addition of bullfights, rodeos
and folk dances,
Symbolizing the Natlvity,

As the climax of this period, (De-
cember 15 to January 6) there are
the traditional Nacimientos and Po-
sadas. Nacimiento means.''birth,”
and in the intimacy of every home a
i e e
little disp. ! L]
Nativity. 'Every of the P,
tinlan countryside is faithfully de-

There will be no window decora-
tion shortage.

picted, with sand, pebbles, grass and
twigs. A tiny replica of the stable
at Bethlehem is set up, and sur-
rounded with miniature cows and
other animals,

At some time between December
15 and New Year’s day, every Mexi-
can family holds a Posada. Mem-
bers of the family and their friends
gather in the patio and sing Villan-
cicos, or old Spanish Christmas car-
ols, and march around the patio in
procession, to commemorate the
journey of the Three Wise Men to
Bethlehem,

Though the postmen of Latin
America are not so heavily bur-
dened as they are here, the greeting
on everyone's lips is the same as
ours—''Felices Pascuas y Buen Ano
Nuevo!*

First Yule Card
Printed in 1846

The first Christmag card, proper- M

ly so-called, was produced in Eng-
land in 1848 as the result of a noble-
man’s suggestion.

Sir Henry Cole conceived the idea
when overwhelmed by the thought
of having to pen personal

W
|
I

& large bowl or dish. Brandy or
moﬁ.:lph‘ilmpﬂn‘dm
the fruit and ignited. The bystand-
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Exp?hc:“ e 7% Cent

(“Under an OPA order, the cigar
(to .charg
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“1 don't quite get it."”

“It's simple, if you stand still and
don't twitch."

“Look, how will it save smokers
50 million if they pay 7% cents for
the new cigar?t”

““The seven-and-a-half-center will
be the same as the old nickel cigar."”

cigar in years."

“Yes there has, but it has cost six
ca -'l ;

"*Okay. I just took another aspirin.
Go ahead.”

‘“So OPA authorizes you to pay
seven and a half cents for the five-
cent cigar for which you have been
paying six cents."

“How does that save me 50 mil-
lion smackers?”

“Because for a clgar as goed as
the old-time nickel cigar you have
had to pay 10 cenf N

“Go on, I'm still on my feet.”

From now on you omnly pay 7%
cents for what you would hawe to
pay 10 cents.,”

“But I never bought 10-oent

clgars.
"ﬂl'!'. You'll be saving lots of

Ilno;,ll

“It’'s easy. By smoking the eigar
you may soon get through OPA
for 7% eents you will be saving
money on the cigar you never buy
for 10 cents.”

==

“But I asked for a seven and =
half cent nickel cigar today and they
ain't out yet."

"“Did you ask for the 7% cent
nickel cigar that cost 6 cents up to
the time they thought up the 7%
cent cigar that will cost 10 cents?'

llYeah'll &

“That leaves you even.”

ltﬂnw?"

‘O-I‘

“Got a cigarette?"

“A saboteur, eh!"
L

Hitler Explains His Silence

¥ viewpoint's undergone a change
And now at words I balk;
At last I think it nice

s
g

today against the State will be de-
stroyed without n:err:y."-—mtler.
You remember, of course, how
magnanimous Adolf used to hand
things over to Himmler in the inter-
est of m and they were

| Bopularly called the “Magnanimity

‘““The OPA announced that
Christmas restaurants would not be
allowed to charge more than 15
omuutnom-htuuydnraﬁ
for turkey dinners a year ago.”—




