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WEEKLY NEWS ANALYSIS
Allies Shift Weight of Attacks
Against Nazis to Belgium Front;
Vital Issues Face New Congress

—
(EDITOR'S N@TE: When epinlons
Wesiern Newspaper Uuk-l’l’ news :'n:.l;”"m

Democratic leaders leaving white house after pow-wow with President
Roosevelt before opening of 79th congress included (left to right) Viee
President Wallace, Speaker Rayburn, Senmate Majority Leader Barkley,
Vice Presideni-Elect Truman, and House Majority Leader McCormack.

£UROPE:

Tables Turned

With U. 8. forces having reacted
quickly to Field Marshal Von Rund-
stedt’s great winter offensive, which
carried deep into the hilly Ardennes
forest, the big German bulge in
southeastern Belgium shrank under
the steady hammering of the Ameri-
can First and Third armies plough-
ing forward in swirling blizzards.

As elements of the First and Third
armies punched at the western nose
of the Nazi bulge, other units of
these tried battle forces gouged into
the north and south flanks and ad-
wanced within a dozen miles of each
other, threatening to cut the German

sack in two.

Bat even as the First drove

in a deadly battle of attrition
fe cover up the move.
" With both sides bringing their
heaviest weight to bear in the with-
ering battle of Belgium, and with
seemingly

Von . Rundstedt

mined to continue the fight in the
hilly Ardennes, the enemy lppeargd

vital Ruhr and Saar valleys, heart
of his heavy industries.

As the Allies threw their full
weight into the battle, it was re-
that elements of the Brit-
Second army joined the U.S.
in the attacks on the north-
flank of the bulge, and Field
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Marshal Montgomery was given | nroquction force and at the same
overall command of forces in | 4o meeting military demands for
this sector. Not only the British | . ore men. The line against infia-
Becond but elements of the U.S. | tion also will have to be held in the
Ninth and Seventh armies als® | g500 of higher wage and price de-
were moved into the lineto | ., n4s

mount inereasing pressure, the

Nasis sald. _| FARM DRAFT:

With the withdrawal of the major | Seek Youth

strength of the Third army from the
southern end of the western front,
U. 8. troops dropped back from ex-
tensive holdings in the Saar and
Palatinate in the face of heavy Ger-

pressure designed to exploit

man
the realignment of forces,

New Regimes

Europe’s troubled political affairs
took two new turns, with the forma-
tion of a liberal government in
Greece expected to end civil strife,
and the Russian - sponsored Lublin
committee’s establishment of a pro-
visional

ciently liberal policy to attract re-
volting Leftists,

In declaring itself the provisional
government of liberated Poland, the
Lublin committee, which favors ter-
ritorial concessions to the Russians
and a regime friendly to Moscow,
clashed with the Allied - backed
Polish government-in-exile in Lon-
don, which . contests Red land
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PACIFIC:
Step Up Attacks

With General MacArthur's forces
consolidating their positions in the
central Philippines, U, S. airmen
stepped up their attack on enemy
shipping and installations about the
main island of Luzon to the north.
At the same time, carrier - borne
aircraft blasted the Japs' big air
bases of Formosa and Ryukyu, serv-
ing as reinforcement centers for
the Philippines.

The anxious Japs themselves
looked nervously to an American in-
vasion of Luzon, with the enemy
trying to comfort himself with the
assumption that he had sufficient
forces to meet a thrust there, and
shorter supply lines favored him.

Not only did U. §. bombardment
of shipping about Luzon hamper the
movement of materials about the
main island itself, but it also im-
periled the movement of material
to the southern islands.

CONGRESS:
Rolls Up Sleeves

In assembling for its first session,
the T9th congress faced a stiff job
on both foreign as well as domestic
issues relating not only to the suc-
cessful prosecution of the war, but
to permanent peace as well.

In international affairs, of course,
recent incidents in Poland, Greece
and Italy are expected to lead to-
ward congressional pressure for a
stricter definition of our foreign
policy, while attention also will be
devoted toward the development of
an organization to preserve the
peace with proper respect toward
the interests of all nations.

On the home front, the manpower
problem will remain foremost, with
need for maintaining an adequate

deter-

Asserting that War Food Adminis-
trator Marvin Jones had advised
him that no critical
reduction in farm
production  would
result, War Mobili-
zation Director
James F. Byrnes
called for the induc-
tion of deferred
farm workers be-
tween 18 and 28
years of age. .
There are approxi-
mately mtﬁﬁoyoun;
men in group,
it was revealed, and Byrnes asked
Selective Service to apply the most
crucial standards in the further de-
ferment of any of them. With the
army calling for young men, he said,
the only alternative would be 1o in-
duct 26 to 20-year-olds in war indus-
try, a move which the War Produc-
tion board warned might hamper

J. F. Byrnes

CIVILIAN GOODS:

1945 Prospects

With the European war having
taken an unfavorable turn, and the
nation's total resources needed for
continued record production of war
materials, there will be little im-
provement in stocks of elvilian
goods through 1945, the War Produc-
tion board predicted.

With the frozen stockpile down to
45,000 units, and resumption of pro-
duction unlikely until after the Euro-
pean war when almost six months
will be needed for reconversion, me-
chanical refrigerators will remain
practically unavailable. If manufac-
turers can start on production of
375,000 all-steel jce-boxes, civilians
will receive about 56,000 a quarter
in 1945,

Of 35,000 electric ranges author-
fzed for 1945, civilians are to get 65
per cent, while about 1,200,000 elec-
tric jrons will be assembled. Some
aluminum kitchenware will reach

| the market but output of cast iron,

enamel and galvanized utensils
probably will remain down, primari-
ly because of manpower shortages.

Although WPB authorized produc-
tion of 319,492 vacuum cleaners in
1945—a fraction of the peacetime
output of 1,903,000 annually—actual
manufacture may fall short of goal.
Because of the increasing scarcity
of lumber, the supply for furniture
is expected to remain short. Produc-
tion of innerspring mattresses will
be negligible for at least six months.

Only for small electrical appli-
ances are prospects described as
brighter.

House Wanted

Having literally sung himself into
the senate, Idaho's crooning solon,
Sen.-elect Glenn Taylor sought to
ging himself into a home in

crowded Washington, D. C.
Gathering his attractive brunette

wife and two children about him on

the cold steps of the capitol, and

-~
Sen. Taylor With Family.

plunking on his battered banjo,
Senator Taylor purred:

*0, give us a home, near the capitol
With a yard where little children can
Just one room or two, any old thing will

do—
0, we can’t find e pla-aace 1o stay!”
Until the Senator's song strikes a
responsive chord in some landlord’s
heart, the Taylors will live in a
hotel.

UN-AMERICANISM :

To Resume Inquiries

into its seats before Rep. John Ran-
kin (Miss.) ‘set is agog by pushing
through the formation of a new com-
mittee on un-American activities to
succeed ex-Rep. Martin Dies' de-

funct inve::.ﬁaﬁng committee, bit-| way-hoped 'l'ud-':rﬂd

ter target beral elements.

Representative Rankin resorted to
a legislative coup in having the
house approve the organization of a
new committee, suddenly inserting
his proposal as an amendment to
the rules being considered for the
current session. Seventy Democrats
joined 137 Republicans in voting for
the proposal while 188 votes were
counted against it.

Unlike the Dies committee, which
concerned itself with investigation,
the new committee on un-American
activities will have the power to
draft legislation for correction of
abuses and submit it to the house
for passage.

BANKS:

U.S.s Biggest

Biggest bank in the world, the
Chase National of New York wound
up its 1944 business with a record-
breaking total of $5,160,004,000 in re-
sources, of which $4,635,219,000 were
deposits. Holding of government se-

curities reached almost $3,000,-
000,000.
Not far behind Chase's was the

National City Bank of New York,
with assets of $4,469,686,465, of

S I T TP T L R e TN e e

| /B
mtheh

Notes of & Newspaperman:

Peter Donald forwards the story
about three GIs just back from over-
seas who went into the automat and
found that the only available table
was one that was occupled by a
spinsterish female. Wanting a little
privacy, they decided to sit down,
hoping by means of conversation to
make her finish up and leave in a
hurry . . . The first GI said: “Boy,
life overseas sure was tough. I
didn't have a bath in eight months."”

“Think that's bad?" said the sec-
ond. “I couldn't even wash my
hands in four weeks."”

““We were so busy,” the third add-
ed, “I couldn't change my under-
wear in five months.”

At that point, the old gal looked
up and said: ‘“Would one of you
stinkers mind passing the salt?”

The government has stopped horse
racing in America. We wish it were
as easy to stop America's Trojan
horses.

-
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An American citizen of Ger-
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ising and unrecognizing eye
« « « "“Hello, Albert,” said Stettin-
“don’t you remember me?"

£
{

only
8. Steel) knew headwaiter Albert,
but Albert didn’t know him!

Emest Hemingway went to Chi-

cago

| mate of Ted Tod's, now working for
| Warners' . . . At the time, Tod was
i working for the Chicago Herald-Ex-

& job on
| to speak
| editor.
| ingway—what

. + » He said:
| Chicago, but
names, etc.” . . .,

Original, Sly,

Sons of Nippon Educated
And Trained for New Type
Of War Now Being Waged

By WALTER SHEAD
WNU Washington Correspondent.

WASHINGTON. — When you
read that “‘all organized resist-
ance has ended” on Leyte, Sa-
mar, Mindoro or any other of the
thousands of islands in the Phil-
ippines or the Micronesian or
Melanesian archipelagos in the
Southwest Pacific, you will know
that General MacArthur's
Yanks have met and beaten a
well-trained, well-equilgped. fa-
natical foe that meets the Amer-
if.ian soldier-otll'; ;qua] t:;ﬂm in
almost eve e

These um:yof l%que L
ened in endurance, trained in re-
pression, wild and cunning, steeped
in militarism from early boyhood
and brought up under a system of
feudalism which has disciplined
them into acceptance of the convic-
tion that to die for their emperor is
the highest duty of a good soldier.

What the Japanese soldier lacks
and what the American soldier pos-
sesses is resourcefulness and indi-
vidual initiative. When the Japs are
committed to a plan, they always
follow it to the end . . . even if it
becomes apparent within a short
time after the fighting starts that
some other plan would be more
effective. When an officer is killed,
the initiative of the entire unit is
impaired unless some other officer
of equal rank app to take his
place,

The system of feudalism which
characterizes Japanese life would be
incomprehensible to most Amer-
fcans. His station in society and his
every act are predetermined for
him. Contrary to the common {fal-
lacy that Japs are more stolid than
other persons, he is a highly emo-

accounts, in part,
charges which seem to have become
characteristic of the Japanese when

:

[Our Japanese Foes Are Proving Themselves fo Be ‘;\: |
Progressive and Fanatical Fighters)

Comparison of the average Japa-
nese soldier with the average Amer-
ican shows the Jap a much smaller
man physically. He is § feet 3
inches tall and weighs 117% pounds.
He can lift 150 pounds with his feet
together, bringing the weight to his
knees, to shoulder and then to his
back. The average American sol-
dier is about 5 feet 8 inches tall
and weighs 145 pounds.

Military training of the Jap
age
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the English language to confuse our
soldiers; use of the name of certain
individuals and when the person ad-
dressed showed himself he was shot;
use of booby traps on dead Allied
and Japanese troops to detonate
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ried out at several army
and slthough the system is narrow
and arbitrary and inflexible in its
system of indoctrination, it is pro-
gressive,

The Japanese constitution pro-
vides that the emperor is command-

i

positions
mediately available. .
Weight of the ration for Japanese
soldiers as compared with Ameri-
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