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gacrifice was beyond the call
of mere duty. These men, with those
who stayed with us to lead our
squadrons — Hill, Rector, Schiel,

m& and Sawyer—and the AVG
' engineer

ing, armament, and
personnel, were our back-

" and our inspiration. We of

the 23rd Fighter Group salute you.
That Fourth of July, as the over-
enemy ships came in over

Kweilip, they brought a new twin-
engine fighter that was supposed to
us. They came in doing
ant acrobatics, expecting to
strafe the Chinese civilians in the
without opposition. General
Chennault watched them with fleld
.hllq_ from outside the cave and

Y

*em,” the newly formed 23rd with
the AVE attached dropped down and
massacred the Japs. There were
soon thirteen wrecked Zeros and new
twin-engined 1-45's around the fleld-
for the Chinese to celebrate over.

Thus was the 23rd Fighter Group
organized, initiated, and activated
in combat. When I took over things
at Kunming there were three fighter
squadrons and ome headquarters

Major Tex Hill had one
China, and
Gil Bright, M ,‘i? l;:l:;‘::;

ght, aj.

Alison, and Capt. Ajax Baumler,
Maj. Ed Rector had another squad-
sen at Kweilin with Capt. Charlie
for his assistant in leader-
outlying stations are
hundred miles in the di-

the aadron under Maj., Frank
th.l’a?.qwhn was very busy training

new fghter greup in the way of
fighter aviation. I got the Group
keadquarters to running and stood
by ‘for ‘orders to begin leading the
fighter forces in action to the East.

On July 10, Tex Hill led a small
Bight, including Baumler, Alison,
Lieut. Lee Minor, and Lieut.
Elias, up on the Yangtse. Their
prime job was to escort a few B-25
medium: bombers against the docks
of Hankow. This objective of mis-

n with our China force was nev-

.all we considered to be the duty
auf Aghters,
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rything they had at the Ameri-
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strike in a rice pad
dhist temple. - -

So Petack, one of the AVG
had s

purpose of training the new pilots
and his job was that of airdrome
defense. He was killed on this of-
fensive mission, It was one that he
could have refused with honor; in-
stead, he had volunteered for this
dive-bombing flight and had been
killed*in carrying it out. It was the
Enoost inspiring thing he could have
ne.

I kept sweating out the organiza-
tion of the Group, and finally on July
11, I received orders from the Gen-
eral to proceed to Kweilin area and

| take charge of fighter operations. I

know my heart nearly beat my ribs
to pieces, for I was at last being or-
dered to go out end lead the fight-
ing. Just as I landed on this air-
drome in the Kwansi province I
saw the remainder.of the AVG get

Major Ed Rector, AVG ace and
squadron ecommanding officer, who
took heavy toll of the Japs.

into a transport to begin their long
trip home to the U. 8. A. They
called to me as they got aboard
and I saw Bob Neal, their greatest
ace, wave from the door as he
stepped in. We were on our own
now, except for the five AVG vet-
erans who had accepted induction
in China, and the thirty-odd ground-
men.

As the transport got away and the
dust settled down, I climbed out of
my fighter and looked around at the
country. I could but marvel at the

per and I—Cooper had been in the
movie production business—used to
discuss the peculiar beauty of the
place, and he'd say that it would
make the greatest location in the
world for a moving picture.

It was a flat, tableland country,
and over the ages it must have
been under water. From the level
plain rose vertical, rocky hills, like
stalagmites. These were honey-
combed with caves where water,
when they were submerged, must

had been in the pockets. Evidently
the glacier period had planed the

the pressure., Then, as
the glacier melted, the caves had
formed under water. Now the gray
pinnacles of lava-like rock pointed

sentinels g:h:e the valley an eery ap-
pearance t always subdued my
general feeling of cheerfulness. As
long as I went to Kweilin, I dreaded
the extra nervous tension that I

resort.
There was just the single runway
for the planes, cut there between
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CO-PILOT

I. Robert L.Scotft

WNU. RELEASE _
ence, he had told his story to the-

geographical situation. Colonel Coo-.

have dissolyed the limesione that |of the

valley flat as the glacier moved:
South, but the jagged rocks had

Generalissimo. With the approval
of high Chinese officlals he had built
this air-warning net, had caused to
be constructed many strategic air-
dromes in China, and had preached
the doctrine of pursuit aviation.

cret and cannot be discussed in de-
tail. But if you imagine two con-
centric circles, one with a radius of
one hundred kilometers and the oth-
er of two hundred kilometers, around
each of most of the flelds and large

ting on a city wall watching for air-
planes or listening for
and reporting it with a
There may be a mandarin in a watch

along

d we know where every
enemy ship is in our territory and
can see where ours are. The net
works so efficiently in certain areas
that we don't take off until the
Japs are within the one-hundred-
kilometer circle; this gives us more
fuel with which to fight.

take off. Also it not only works fer
the obvious purpose of defense but
has permitted us in many cases to
locate lost pilots, for the navigation
facilities in

besides the warning net. It required
the existence of intelligent radio op-

there with us, and if you count the
AVG aces as the first factor that

Flying
Tigers, then these men who helped
us by radio were the close second
factor.

Suppose that one of our pilots, re-
turning from a flight, loses his posi-
tion on his map because of a cross-
wind, because of with
the country, because of his own stu-
pidity—which we call a “‘short cir-
cuit between the head-phones”—or
just because the maps of China are
very inaccurate. In many such in-
stances we would have lost an air-
plane worth virtually millions in
our combat zone, and perhaps the
pilot too.

The pilot who is lost calls the ra-
dio station that he thinks is closest
to him, and in code tells the trou-
ble. The radioman tells him to cir-
cle the next town he passes for a
few minutes. Down in that town,
marked on his map with an unknown
Chinese character, some member of
this warning net sees him and re-
ports one P40 circling. In a few
minutes the radio operator gets the
report and tells the pilot: “You're
reported over Lufeng—fly fifty-eight
degrees at two hundred es an
hour and we'll have —
we've got grits tonight—yeah.”

One amusing but near-tragic in-
stance of this orientation by means
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it as one could wish, but we may
h:.kngooduuotﬂ-nem. We
re:
;.Tln Cost of Redemption (13:44-

]

thought of this parable. After all,
what has a sinner (whose own right-
eousness |8 described in Scripture
as “filthy rags") to sell in order to
obtain redemption? And is it for
sale? (See Eph. 2:8).

Obviously, we here have the Sa-
viour with His all-seeing eye and
loving heart noting in fallen human-
ity the pearl of great price, His own
Church. He then gives up all the
glory ‘He had with the Father,
comes to the earth, and even be-
comes sin for us that He may bring
us to God.

Salvation In Christ is no little
thing, not something which was pur-
chased with gold or silver, but with
the precious blood of Christ. We
ought to value it highly, and be-
cause we are with such a
price we ought always to glorify God
(I Cor. 6:28).

I&I{é)l'h Heart of Compassion (14:

The One who was willing to die
that men might have eternal life

daily problems. Jesus not only died

that we might have redemption from

sin, but He lived (yes, and lives

now!) with tender-hearted com-
toward those in need.

He who is the living Bread was
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Under water swim—(AIl contest-
ants other than pure Germans will
come up at their peril.)

Water polo eveais—Opponents of
Nazis to swim on backs. German
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The envelopes fitted the siationary?
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Muddled meat? That's a npew
name for modern we
assume.

'I‘HE smart plaid curtains shown
herewith match the window
seat and several slip covers, and
the wooden curtain pole, rings and
draw cord match the dominant
color in the plaid repeating the
color of small cushions and lamp
base. The window lets in the maxi-
mum of light and you would nevey
guess that originally it locked like
a postage stamp in the middle of
a blank wall. At first it seemed
impossible to curtain it because
fixtures could not be screwed to
metal casements or the plaster.

The built-in book shelves solved
that. A space a foot wide was al-
lowed at each side of the window
so that the curtains could hang
over the wall, and the painted
wooden pole was then screwed
to the sides of the shelves. The
diagram shows this and how the

A temperature of from 60 to 65

degrees F. is suitable for most
plants,
—_——

To prevent corks from sticking
in bottles containing glue or pol-
ishes, coat the cork with vaseline.

—_——

Add a bit of vinegar to the dish-

water to cut the grease,
—-—

To flatten rug corners that curl
and slip on the floor, cut out L-
shaped pieces of cardboard, and
glue to the underside of the rug
at the corners.

—

Cover the top of your bedspring
with oil cloth, This will be a good
protection for your mattress and
will make it easier to turn your
mattress.

—_—

Use the top of a lipstick con-
tainer over the ends of your cur-
tain rods when pushing them
through freshly starched curtains.

——

To rid the chimney of soot, burn
potato peelings or the tops from
mason jars or other bits of zinec.
Keep the damper open while
cleaning.

—_—

Put a few rubber bands around
the handle of your bath brush to
insure a firm grip upon it.

—_—

A few drops of lemon juice gives
added flavor and also helps ten-
derize ground beef.

R —

Keep your household sponges
fresh by soaking them in cold salt
water.

—

To preveat your piano wires
from rusting, tack a small bag of
unslacked lime just inside. This
will absorb the moisture.

Basic English
Basic English is a system of 850

English words claimed to be suffi-
cient for the needs of ordinary

DON’T JUST SUFFER

MISERIES
GET MULTIPLE RELIEF

mis-
COLD

GROVE'S r£08,

When Your ‘Innards™
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conversation and writing.
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