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EUROPE:
Vital Areas

With Allied armies poised against
both the vital Ruhr and Saar val-

leys, the Germans fought with their
backs

&

bombardment, . the Ruhr and Saar
faced the prospect of destructive ar-
tillery drum-fire, destined to lay
their smoke-blackened cities and
coal and districts in
gaunt ruins.

Offering only sporadic resistance
to the rolling columns of U. 8. and
British troops west of the Rhine, the
Germans beat a steady retreat back
fo the river, evidently intending to
put up a strong stand behind the
1,300 to 3,270 foot wide waterway
rather than in the rolling plains be-
fore it, where superior Allied armor
could chew up their diminishing
strength.

During the Nazis' withdrawal,
fieets of Allied bombers roared over
rear areas, not only smashing at
road and rail lines in an effort to
bamper troop movements, but also
hitting at armored formations con-
centrated behind the Rhine for a
last ditch defense of the Ruhr. Fuil
extent of the magnitude of the Al-
lied aerial bombardment can be
gathered from reports that British-
based U. S. planes alone dropped
51,000 tons on Germany in February.

manpower,
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PACIFIC:

Share Spotlight

Carrier pilots, marines and army
men all shared the spotlight in the
developing attacks aimed at smash-
ing Jap outposts of the home is-
lands to smoothen the road to Tokyo.

Unchallenged by the once-vaunted
Nipponese imperial fleet, Vice Ad-
miral Marc Mitscher's famed Task
Force 58 continued to roam in the
enemy's home waters, with his car-
rier planes, "following up daring
attacks on Tokyo, smashing at the
Ryukyu islands flanking the sea
route to the east.

Having overrun the southern half
of Iwo Jima, battle-hardened ma-
rines pressed the remnants of 20,000

With face deleled mecerding (o censorshi
rules, Jap r recsives smoke (rom U. §.
marines on fwe Jima.

defenders into the northern part of
the island, using flame throwers
along with light arms to root the
enemy from well-designed natural
entrenchments.

In the Philippines, army men,
having cleared Manila, fanned out to
the north, east and south to clear
resistance from the rest of Luzon,
with heavy fighting still ahead.

WORLD PEACE:

Pattern for U. S.

Once quoted as saying that schol-
arly Woodrow Wilson failed to se-
cure U. S. entragce into the League
of Nations because he was not a
politician, Master Politician Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt fired the first gun
in the campaign to obtain approval
for this country's participation in a
postwar organization to preserve
peace in an address to the nation
and congress on the historic Yalta

conference.

To assure the effectiveness of a
postwar peace program, the Presi-
dent said U. 8. collaboration must

. be two-fold:

First, this country must join in a
world organization to suppress ag-
gression, if necessary, by force.

Second, the U. S. must provide

omy so that they might be able to
resume full production and stand on
their own.

“There can be no middle ground,”
declared the, President. ‘“We shall

have to take the responsibility for
world collaboration or we shall have
tob;:rthcnmdlzﬂityfnrnm‘lhcr
Wor!
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Recent tightening up of meat ra-
tioning reflected frequent warning of
government officials in recent weeks
that short supplies could be expected
until late summer or fall when live-
stock marketings should increase.

With the present meat situation
aggravated by the sharp drop in hog
slaughtering in the face of heavy mil-
itary requirements, March alloca-
tions to civilians will fall about 6
per cent below February and 14 per
cent below January.

In an effort to spread the elvilian
supply of all meat, point values were
raised on a wide range of cheaper
beef and pork cuts, with reductions
for choice beefsteaks and roasts fail-
ing to offset the increases because of
the relative scarcity of such items.
A_ﬂected by the latest point revi-
sion were a wide variety of sausages
and canned meats previously uncon-
trolled.

COAL MINERS:
Start Bargaining

Having previously filed a 30-day
notice of the intent to strike in case
of a snag in negotiations for a new
contract, United Mine Workers Chief-
tain John L. Lewis sat down with
coal operators to bargain for a new
pact as government officials warned

wage increase, Lewis demanded a
royalty of 10 cents for every ton of
coal to build up a $55,000,000 medical
and rehahilitation fund; time and
a half beyond a seven-hour day and
35 hours a week, and a 10 cent differ-
ential for the second shift and 15
cents for the third.

With requirements ‘continuing at
peak levels and the mines’ manpow-
er problems becoming more acute
with the loss of an estimated 30,000
men from an already shrunken

force, a 50,000,000-ton shortage of |

coal is in prospect unless the Euro-
pean war ends this year, it was said.
Industrial reserves were below
standard in many regions, with New
England electric utilities, for exam-
ple, possessing only an 89 days’ sup-
ply compared with 102 last year.
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JET PLANES:

U. S. Development

Using an engine based on the de-
sign of Commodore Frank Whittle of
the RAF, two American aircraft
companies have produced a jet pro-
pelled fighter capable of flying over
500 miles per hour.

Called the “Shooting Star,” the
new plane is supposed to be much
more maneuverable than German
jets because of the development of
special devices for controlling wind
resistance. Sleek in appearance,
with the cockpit set before the wings,
the new jet can carry heavy loads
of ammunition, photo, equip-
ment and bombs and fuel.

Principle of the new jet engine is
simple: Wing ducts permit passage
of air into a combustion chamber
where kerosene flame causes it to
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The federal buzeau of public roads
deals only with state highway de-
partments, so the cooperation of
state and local highway departments
if this money is to go

|

lion dollars on highways will be made in the

Federal-State Postwar Road Program

Cmqmnﬁﬁmncﬁ Local Agencies Is Needed to
Assure Share in Projects.

By WALTER SHEAD
WNU Washington Correspondent.

WASHINGTON, D. C.—Township trustees and highway super-
visors, county hlgﬁwly superintendents, boards: of m .com-
missioners and oth:;d ogedeiah oiéocal overnmental units.inter-

er roa

ented opportunity to
est grant-in-aid of tedera.r g:nds intythe
dministr

and
e

This grant of federal aid !orﬁﬁhway and road

" . to
basis, totals $1,500,000,000 and
ually

r fiscal years. That means, if the several
, 8n ture of three bil-
ear period.
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and varies greatly with the differ-
ent counties.
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