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A SURPRISE FOR A SULIAN.

The following lively - skelch, with s
very dramatic termination is tuken from
the French, and appeared in one of the
umbers of the Jamaica Ierald, which
was kindly sent us by a correspondent.
The editor of the Jamaica paper calls 1
.3 lesson for husbands.” lutendinz at for
the benefit, we suppose, of some of his
friends the planters, whose wives may be
a little too fond of playing the emprese.
We hope no Jamaica gentleman 1s afraid
for bus head. ltisan allegory, perhaps,
meaning that thehead of the house will be
brought Jow, if it does no,\l_lak‘e;(‘:ar(-, and |
that the pretty lips will regn in ils sleud.'i

To call it, however, a ‘lesson lor hus- |

It is u lesson lor i
wives, also, and for lovers,—for all,n|
short, who confound the merely beaniful
with the loveable, and who 1n admiring
willulness in otheri, at once belray the
propenmty to it in” therrown ratures, and
tempt it to make them its unpitied victims,
A handsome tyranical busband may ‘sunp
{1 s wife's head,” as well as a handsome
viaen her husband’s,  *Lessons’ for erther
party are invidious, Bz.dP educations and
undisciphned wills, are ol both sexes, and
liave a right lo demand ‘nstruction thro’
the medium of lessons for all.

Semiranmis, whese name has become
proverbial for an able and despotic female
<overcizu, has the reputation of having
been one of those perplexing personages
whose private and pubhic actions appear
to be at variance, and who have sllowed
themsclves to do every bad thing they
chosc, upon the plea of turning it to some
great general account. Cathenne the sec-
ond of Russia, was such a woman and has
been called the ‘Semiramig of the North.'
Semiramis 13 «aid to have really got nd
of her husband by means of his own dele-
gated authority; though the French writer
has invented the delails.  After all, +he
lived as far back as the time of Abraham !
g0 that onr certaiaty as to her proceedinys,
whether of love or murder, cannot be ve-
Ty pn:ci&?, But the Frenchiman has wise-
ly considered, that a wilful undisciphined
nature has nothing to do with chronology;
and that foohsh clever women; disagreea-
ble beauties aud all other ill related phes
somens, haye talked and acted n the
same bigh siyle of absurdity, in all ages.

A Yes of all my wives thou art the
one |.love best, (said king Niuus to Semi-
ramis.) No one possestes so many gra-
cesand attractions as you. For you
1 willingly renounce all my other wives.

EE e -

l|l.

8. Take care that you do not propose
to be too generous.

N. Nay, | repeat, if you would for one
day be the absolute mistress of Assyria,
you ehall, )

S. Shail I—and every thing that | com-
mand—shall it be obeyed?

S. Yes, | will cede to you, for one day,
wny power; and my golden sceplre, its em-
blem,

S. Suppose I should desire them to
shut up the seragzho?

Ninus smiled. I will not retract my
my word. For one day—one cotire day.
you shall be queen, and mistress—| swesr
Itehall no louger he to me, that the
palace and empire pay obedience, but o
you, to you alone. Summon up then, all
your whims and caprices, for you shal
have ahsolute powar.

S. And when shall this be?

N. To-marrow, if yoa wish it.

S. l du.

Semiramis sweetly bent towards Ninus

letting her head fall on the shoulder of the |

King. She had the aur of a pretty wo-
man, begamg pardon for a Iittle CAPriIC
after 1t had been ceded to her. Never
had she been so plessing : never bad Nin-
us been ro happy. In the morning the
king said to Semiramis,—' Behold thy day
to be,Queen!”

Semiramis called her women, and made
them dress her maguficently; she placed
on her head a crown of precious stones,
and appeared withit 1o the presence ol

ordered that all the officers and servants
of the palace should repair to the hall of
state, and that they should take from
the treasury his sceptre of gold, and
bring it to him. When this was doune.
and every one had assembled before the
throne in expectation of sone great ¢vent
he mrade them open the doors of the cham-
ber where he sat with Semiiramis, and fa-
king her by the hand, repaired with her
to the hall,
prostrated themselves before the  king.
Ninus conducted Semiramis to the throne
placed w the centre of the hall, and made
her st on it,—then commanding every
one {o nse he arnounced to them hi-
wigh, that during the present dav they
they  should obey Semiramis, as i she
were limsell. e took the golden scep-
ire from the hand ot the cluel slave, and
potting at n the hands of Semiramis—
‘Queen’ said lie, ‘behiold the sgn of sov-
teln power—tak e it, use i, & command
as queen. Yoo have liere only slaves,
and | mysell, during the whole of this day
am but one among them. Whoever are

slow to obey your orders, let them be |

puniched,as 1f they had disobeyed (he
king.” Having thus epoken be kneeled
belore the queen, who smihingly pave him
hier hand to kiss.  The whole court then

passed before the throne of Semiramis, |

who touched each officer, with the end of
of her royal sceptre, and received from
cach of them an oath to obey mplicitly
her commands. She received their oaths
with 8 majsty which Ninus admired.
When the ceremony was ended, he com-
phmented Semiramis, and asked her how
_she? had obtained her grave and majestic
air '

S. Because whilst they are swearing o-
bedience replied Semiranns, I was thinks
ing what | shoold command each of them
to do. I bave only one day of power, and
I would employ it well.

S. How the wisdom of the king watch-
es over his words | suppose I should be- |
lieve my master ?

N. So long as you love me what care | |
for the beauty of others?

S. So then, if I desired it, yoa would shut
up your seraglio— you would send away
the women who fill it. | thould be the
only one you should love, and who would
share you power; | should be your only
wife-—1 should be the Queen of Assyria.

Semiramis spoke with an ardor which!
made her a thousand times bandsomer.
However, \to shut up bis seraglio, and
send away his wives, was rather a delicate
malter. Ninus, therefore, did not answel
her, but renewed his conversation and ca-
resses.

N. Queen of Assyria ! and art thou not
50, since by thy beauty thou reignest over
the king of Assyria?

8. No, | am only a slave that you love
todsy. Who can answer for tomorrow /
1 do not reign,—I| bappen to please. If
L give an order, they consull you before
obeying me. ' .

N. Do you thick it then so greata plea-
sure to reign? L b

S, Yes, for those who have nevef ems

The king laughed heartily at this an-
swer. Semiramis appearcd to him more
than ever aimiable and lovely. Let us

[sce, thought he, bow she will play her

part, and with what commande she will
begin. Let the secretary of the kiug
approach my throne, said Semiramis n a
loud voice. The secrelary drew near
—two slaves pliced belore him a small
writing table. *Write! Ou pam of death
it is commanded that the governor of the

citadel of Babylon give up the governmeny

of the citadel to Lim who shall hand him
this order. Seal it with the seal'6f the
king and bhand me that order.” Write !
On pain of death it is commanded to the
chief the slaves of the palace, that he give
up the government of the slaves to him
who preseots this order.
it with the signet of the king and give me
that order. Write! On pain of death it 1s
commanded to the general of the armies
encamped under the walls of Babylon, to
give up the command of the armies to
him who shall present this order.  Close
it—seal ®y-and give it to me I

She took the three orders she had dic-
tated, and put them in her bosom, The

court was thunderstruck—the king was
himself astomished. *Let all listen, °

N. Well, would you reign for a few.

said Semiramis—*in two hours all the of-

|ficers of the state shall come to ofler me

- % =l oo g

All the ofticers and servanis |

Close it—seal |

tion of a new princess.
prepared for the evening. Wait, T have
avother oider. Ou pain of deah 1 s

the most beautiful women that they may
be added o the seragho. Go—Ilet every |
one depart now, escept my farthful ser-
vant Nious—1 would consult lim on state
affarrs”?

All the court went out, Ninus alone re«

presents, as it 1s the custom on the eleva-|name was Zopyrus,) but my hfe to Ce-
et a feast be|

commanded the chief eapuch that he pre-
sent this evening at the feast, twenty of|

fend her,

-==, None, [replied the second, who was
Artaban, ] but my sword against her enem-
les, _

—. None, (replied the third, who was
Assury) but the respect and admiration
with which her presence inspires me.

—, Slaves, (said Semiramis,) it is ye,
who of all the couart have made the best
presents. I cannot recompense them
with the riches of the treasury of the em-

matued.

—=. You eee, raid Semiramis, I know |
how to conduct niysell as queen. Yester-!
day you would not sacnifice to me your
seragiro—to~day | have augmented 1t. Is,
not this generons? !

Ninus began to langh, *My heautiful’
Queen, said he, vou play your part admi-
renly—butif your servent might dare to
q"f'thu what are yon grng o tin, with
those orders which you bave dictated?

S. 1 am ne longer @ieenf | am to gave
vou an account of my intentinns—hut,
[continued she, l;lu_-,-;l:mﬁl] Ijwish to aveuge
mvsell of those three officers,

N, To avenge yourseli ! for what ?

8. The first. the goveruor of the cifas
del, is wgly, and fiightecs me whenever |
see lim. The second, the chief of the,
sluves, has twice preseanted you {resh slaves
'to wean {rom me your love; aud the third
bemyg general of the army winder the walis
tdeprives me too often of your presence
you are always at the camp —1 am jeals

iNmus; Ninus, enchanted with her beauty, | ous of the army, and not being abic to

disband the whole, I will disgiuce their
chief.

This answer, mingled with folly. and
flattery, enchanted Ninuvs.-— Well, said he,
behold three great officers dizgraced for
very weighty reasons, _

Oh, contimed Semiramis, it 18 my plea-
surey | tell you; |l mean to put your empue
in disorder for one day at least.

Ninus and the Queen waiked in the gar-
dens of the palace—the slaves of the gar-
(den prostrated themselves before Somiras
mis.

N. These bandsome gardens are yours
| to-day, m) Queca.

8. Beauutul gardens do vou el the
pwhat s there 1 15 I that ts :‘H_\.'-.f, o ot
the meanest of your officcrs vy Lol haye?
COh how few wnow how (o usce e puwer
“they possess !
| N. Bat you have this day the power
ito muke use of 1t
t 8. You shall see. Slave, (eried she to
Lthe chiei of the gardeus,) you sce that
{ portico ot columus of eranite, oae hundred
crect mohaghty and the terrace which rur-
mounts them ; tuke the gardenus with thewr
| Bowers, thew trees, and their cascades,
[ and place them on the top of that terrace.
| — Queen! said the cluef of the gar-
- dens,

—. Thou diest, 1if | am not obeyed.

| Take a miifton of slaves, and do as | have

'ordered~—Semiranis wiil then bave
~dens worthy of her.

The chief of the gardens stood petified
with surprise : 1
' nuch approached the Queen.

—. Great Queen, (said he,) the lords
of the court brg that you will deigu to re-
cewve their homage, '

5. Follow me, servant, (said the
Queen, smiling to Ninug,) and she cutered
ihe hall of state, -

‘T'he grandees of the court passed one
by one before the throne, each bringing
a presenl’ The majority had considered
it judicious to offer jewels and pfecious
stuff=,

Semiramis - paying little attention to
these useless presenis, ordered the treas-
ury to give to each lord another, three
times the value.of the one he brought,

—. It is thus (said she to Ninus) that
a prince-ought to receive presents as a
homage, not as a chanty.

|~ After the officers came the servants of
the place. These offered flowers, fruits,
and roses, or clegant ammals:  Senura-
' mis recerved their offerings with a gra-
| clous air, Then came the slaves, who
| having nothing;” could make no offering ;
the first slaves were three young brothers,
who had been brought up in the same
place with Semiramis,
young, fierce, and bold ; and served as
guards to the paiace. Semiramis recog-
msed them ; for one day, in the place

par-

attacked by an enormous tiger and 1t was
these three brothers wha rushed to kill
the ammal. The females during the
scene had remained veiled,—therefore the
brothers knew not Semiramie.
they passed before the throne, she faid to
them.
o make to the Queen?’

|~ None, (replizd . the. firat, . whose

-

Kinus langhed —an €u-|

They were!

|off!

When -

‘And have you no presents (o

pire, as | have done the rest,—but it nev-
er shall be said that Semiramis was un-
gratefal.  Thou who hast offcred me thy

sword againat mine encmies, take this or-
der,~=carry it to the general of the ar- |
mies encamped under the wall of Baby-'
Loy, b nd 1t to him, & wait for that which
he will do for thee, T'hou who hast of-

fered me thy hife to defrnd me, take thig

nrder, carry it to the governor of the cit-

adel, and wait tor that whuch be will do

for thee. Thou who hast offered me the
respect and adimiration which my pres-
ence inspires, thoe teemest 1o me a cour-
tier,-—take this order, carry it to the chiel
ol the slaves of the palace, and wait for
that which he will do for thee.

The three¢ hrothers went out immedi-
ately, and the rest of the slaves passed on.
The ceremony ol gits being finished, Se-
mirimis descended {roin her throne. and
desinyg every one 1o quit the hall, re-
mamed alone with Nious, *¢] told you
(sarlshe) that 1 would upset your empire.
You see, 1 put your gnrdeus upon high
terraced, and vour slaves at the head of
armies,—hal now to my toilette for the
feast,  You will help me, will you not ?
and dunng that time we will judge of the
beauly of the women whom | have added
to your seragho.

There was in Semiramis so much gaie-
ty, folly, and beauty, that Ninus had oev-
cr been so much n love as now. fle as-
sisted at the toilette of the Queen. Ina
rhort time they wtroduced, one by one,
the women destined for the seraglio.
Tnhere were some beautiful, some ooly
prettv. Nious scarcely Jooked at them—
he had eyes only for Semiramis. You
are wrong (savd she) not to pay attention
to your new slaves: look at this young
gnl,._.ah:u a timdd air bbu__h!:‘! and how
proty.'  Fifteen women had appeared,—
the enuch announced that he had not
heen able to get any more.  *Very well,
(sa1d Nunus, with indifference,) very well.?
The eves of Semiramis lightened with an-
ger. *Slave, (saul she,) | *old you thus
morning, on pan of death, twenty women
for this eveming, wnd you have only
bronzht fiftcen.  Where are the others,
that your head may not fall

The eunuch did vot answer, but kept
s eyes fixed on Nimus,

- S, tas wot w Nionus that you are to
answer for your disobedience —it is to me.
Where are the five women, wanting to
complete my order—I will have them or
Ilh}' head,

. E. My head will net fall unless the
ki pleases,

| 8. *That word hath condemned thee!’
| then stniking her hand, the slaves eulered.
|*Sicze that elave, drag him to (he court-
yard of the seragho, and take off’ his head
—-let it be presented (o me before the
[feast this eveming : begone,”’

N. *Will this be your last whim,’ said
Ninus, laughing.

S. No,—I bave yet six hours to reign.

N. My lovely Qu-en, (saxd Nmus,
langhing,) | willingly give you the head of
the slave,—but is it worth your while to
be angry aboutit 2 It s true, your anger
gives you new charms,—but a few wo-
men, more or less, what signifies it I’

Without thinking any further of the
'slave condemned to death, Nius con-
 versed with Semiramis, In a shorl me
| evening, and the time for the banquel, ar-
rived, When Semiramis entered the hall,
a slave presented a plate, from which she
turned not away her eyes, but carefully
examined. [t contained the head of the
eanuch. ‘It 1s well, (said she;) place it
i1 the court of the palace, through which
.the slaves must pass to the feast. Stand
you by it, and repeat, that three hours
since this man lived, but that, having dis-
'oheyed me, his head was instantly struck
The banquet was magnificent,—
there were dances, flowers, and perfumes,

where she had resided, the females “‘P,re-& a sumpluous feast prepared in the gar-

dena, Semiramis, receiving the homage
paid her, with much majesty aud grace,
addressed herslf constantly to Niaus; as
she would pay him the honors of the feast.

8. You are (aid sbe) a stranger King,
who comes to visit me n my patace. |
must conduc t mysell-to plesse you.

They were soon at table, Semiramis

condosnded

-

| _“Now T'am Queen of Assyria, (cried -

at the foot of the tuble,—he. was the first
to laugh at this change of the etiquette of -
the palace,—and the court, followigg his' =
example, allowed themselves to be seated
according to the caprice of tbe Qaeen, .
She placed near her the three brothers.
‘Are my orders obeyed, she asked them,
They answered, ‘Yes.' The banquet
was gay, A slave having by chance
served the king first, Semiramis caused
him to be hung up and flogged with
thorns,—his cries minﬁ:l‘ed with the laugh
ter of the company.” Every one was dis-
posed to be joyful,—it was a comedy, in
which each played his part, Towards

the end of the repast, when wioe had in-
flamed the gaiety of the court, Semiramis
spoke—*Sire, the treasurer-has read me -
the list of those who have offered me gifts
on the joyous events of my suvereigoty ;
the name of one lord only is wanting to
complete i

N. Who ishe ? (exclaimed Ninus;) he
must be severcly punished,

S. It 18 yoursell, (replied Semiramis.)
Speak what have you given the Queen -
this morning ?

Ninus rose, and with a smile, whisper-
ed that he had salated her beautiful hps.
S. The Queen is insulted by her slave.
N. | embrace her knees to obtain my
pardon. Pardon me, powerful Queen,
pardon me.

8. (Abandoning him her band, which *
the King was coveriag with kisses;) ¢l do -
not parden such an insult from a slave :
(then add=d wu a lower voice,) Slave, pre<
pare to die.” _ 3
N. Wpat a lutle fool you are! (replied -
Ninus, still oo his knees) | will, however,
give way (o your whims,—bul youf réign
will soon be over. _ Ju 4
8. You will, then, not be angry with
something which | am about to order:
Slaves, seize thie man—Yes, even himy - .
Ninus, . A

Ninus went laughingly up to the slaves,
and put himself inlo their bands: - -

‘Drag ham out of the hall, take him
in the court-yard of the seraglio, prepare
every thing for his death, and await m
orders,’ _ . e

‘The slaves obeyed, and took Nious
out. He weot willingly all the way.,
They led bim past the head of the mur- -
dered eunuch. Semiramis placed her-
self in a balcony. Ninus allowed, them
to chain his haaods.

Ran to the tortress, Zopyrus—you to
the camp, Artaban : Assur, shut all the
doors of the palace. The orders were
@iven in a low voice, and were immedi«
ately exccuted. ‘Well, (said Ninus,)
great Queen, there remains but one word
to end thus comedy.” Hear it,” cried Se- =
maramis; ‘slave, remember the eunuche
Stnke.! They did strike, aod before
Ninus ceuld utter a crv, his head fellon
the ground, a smile still playing en hig

Al

lips. .

Semiramis,) and perish, as did the eu-
puch and Niwus, all those that dare to
diaobcy.‘

1
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FROM THE WASHINGTON SUN.

TO THE RIGHT ABOUT! WHEEL! |

e

The editor of the Nashville Banver now.
and then refreshes the recollection of the ]
public with facts that make the party lea- .
ders and their organs wince- to the quick, -~
We have already transferred to our col-
umns certain disclosures he made, illustra-
tive of the character of the scnbbler who "
way brought to this city to hold forth in-
the name of Van Buren and his faction, |
Blair has been placed before the jadgment §
seat, condemned, and is now undergoing
sentence. No more of him.

But the Banner lashea in admirable
style the hypocrisy and treachery of some
of the high priests of Van Bureniem in
Tennessee, Grundy, Polk, and Johnson ;
and, for the sake of the moral lesson, and |
lending our aid to circulate bis exposure
of the humbug which these men are noWw
altempling to play off on the people, we
copy bis remarks. On the occasion of
Mr. Calheun’s publication of the corress
pondence between general Jackson and |
him, the editor of the Banner took up the
defence of the president. He says theré
were other friends of general Jackson whe
differed from him on this questioo. Who
were they ? < :

Ferix Grusoy . He came home from
Washington a hot Calhoun man, He des
clargd that *Mr. Calhoun bad systaived
himsel(” in the controversy with genéral '
Jackson, and visited the adjacent coun-
ties, preaching similar doctrines. - Xt res
.quired (mo letters fro%t?:tm Carrol, B
then in Nashville, to ke him_ off the §
Calhoun track, and to convince bim that

ot ranke=inus was placed I he Was ‘barking up the wrong tree.”




