* foreboding of the destruction of that sacred jostru.
- Resolved, That we.are ubable to reconcie (\he
“ . -professed- concern of she President for the pre.
7 igervation o Avwerican blood, and {or- the apeedy.

- with: his conduct afler hoslilities commenced, in
““directing the sufeé return of Banta Anna, then i

. ius of our government, injurions o our national

 his

pointed from the county o the Whig Btate Con-
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THE PATRIOT.,

Gregxsporo’, Jan. 20th, 1848,
Agreeably to notice a meeting of a portion of
the people of Guilford was held in the court house.
Jesse H. Lindsay was called to the Chair and D.
'C. Mebanme appointed Secretary. On motion a
committee of three was appointed by the chair, to
wit: Jobn A. Gilmer, John M. Logan and D. F.
Caldwell, to report resolutions for consideration.
The committee reported the tollowing resolu-
fions, which were unanimously adopled :

"Resolved, That we view with paia and concern
the recent destruction of the fives of ourcountry-
men ; the waste of treasure, and the aceumulation
of ao immense pablic debt, hereafter to be paid
by increased taxes on honest indusiry,—forced
upon the nation by the unauthorised and uncon-
stitutional action of the President.

Resolved, That our Revolutionary Fathers—
marned by the history of the world, and the dan.
gers growing out of the war-making power being
in Executive hands—being solely devoted to the
securing of the freedom and happinessof the peo-
ple, and truly desirous that the Republic should
not be involved in the horrors and calamities of
war for slight and trivial causes, and without the
consent of our Representatives,—made it a part
of the Constitution that Congress should have the

wer 1o declare war; and that in this we as
much admire their wisdom, 3s we disapprove the
devices and contrivances of those who excuse the
exercige of this important power by President
Polk.

Resolved, That itiz the deliberate opinion of
this meeting, thatto permit under any circum-
stances, any ooe infraction of the Constitution,

rpetrated by a high functignary, to escupe pub-
ic condemnation, will be a mortifying but syre

Joent. .

‘and honorable termination of the Mexican war,

exile,—an experienced general, whose hatred of
us, and fitness for the bloodiest ‘atrocities of war,
had been vvinesd by his permitting our country-
men to' be mordesed 1a coltl hlood ot Goliad and
Alamo.—nand whaose entire tnfluence has bevn ev-

wr since exerted to vxeie rosicence and  prolong
the war. _
Resolved, Whilst we conceive it no fréagon

thus freely to declare our views of the acts of the
Execotive, creating important political issues to
be determined at the ballot box.—we shall ever
cherigh the most grateful rememberance for our
brave countrymen, who, without distinction of
-party, have rallied under our common flag; un-
.dergone the many difficulties and hardships of
.warfare in a pestilenual chimate, and faced dan-
gers in every shape and whose "gallant achieve.
Jment of successive viclorivs has secured such 1m-
.perighable lustre to our arms.

Resolved, ‘That the annihilation of the Mexican
Republic, and the acquisition of her \erritory by
«conquest, would be contrary to the spiritand gen-

«charatcer, and fraught with danger to our own
dreedom.
Resolved, That in the messaze of the President
-to Congress recounlmg our Oregon claims and
difficulties, we regretied to witness a vain spinit
of boasting and irritation, better suited to the pe-
riod when all national differences were settled by
the sword, than the present christian, enlighten-
ed age—calculated rather to excite than to calm,
-aud to present more prominently belligerent strife,
than the proprieties of candid und reasonable ne-
gotiation. )
« Resolved, That the herovic valor and splendid
achievements in arms of our Generals Winfield
Bcott and Zachary Taylor, by which. so much
has been added to out nationsl character for prow-
s, entitle them to the honor of their country-
men.
Resolved, 'That their fearlessness, and steadily-
ised minds, amid the tempests of the baule-
E:H. turning every incidentin favorof victory,
onfirm our confidence intheir firmness, skill and
‘ability. :
Resolved, That when we recall 1o mind the
daring deeds of the gallant and scai-worn veter-
ian Scou, who bas ever done his duty, whether
greppling the proud foe with “cold gteel " and
% at long shot "' at Queenstown, Fort George,
Chippewa and Nigara, or the less formidable
enemy at Vera Cruz, Cerro Gordo, Contreras,
Churubusco, Molino del Rey, Chapuliepec, or 1n
ahe City of Mexico, we can but scorn the insidious
mitempts that are being made to blur and sacri-
fice bus {ame on the altar of party rancar.
fResolved, That we have imbibed inextinguish-
mble love for the great American statesman. Hex-
Wy Cuay, and still admire his extraordinary abili.
ties and exalied patriotism ; but are ready to join
Yhe iriends of republican mstitations' with our
support lor the next President of any candidate,
avhose wielligence and integrity may aflord assu.
¥ances (hat be will discharge his duties bonestly
- and with becoming regard lor nis oath of office.
Resolved, That his Excellency Wirpiam A,
Granaxn, by the able, patriotic and impartial man.
ner in which he has discharged all the dutes of
station, has confirmed the confidence we re.
in him, and is entitled to the thanks of his’
low citizens.

Resotved, 'T'hat we approve of the Whig Con-
vention 1o be held at Raleigh 6n the 22d of Feb-
reary, lo nomirate s candidate for Governor, and
W:L be pleased, should that sterling patriot, and
genuine Whig-Col. Axprew Jovne, of Halifax,
receive the nomination ; but pledge onrselves to
snppert him for that high office who-may be se-

- Jected by that Convention. - g
e R

ped, That one hundred déi;galéa be. a'p-

vention, and that the Chariman be authorised to
fill vacancies.

The following named delegates were then ap-
pointed, sgreeably to the last resolution ;

Daniel Clspp, Abiam Clapp, John Corsbie. James
Btewart, David Stewart, Albert Rankin, Robert 8.
Uilmer, Thomas Rankin, Pinley Shaw, Jacob Amick,
F. Foptress, J. A. Worth, John Perdew, Nathan
Hunt, Thomes Hunt, George Hagworth, A, C. Lind-
sy, J. Field, David Lindsay, fesse W heelar, John
Hiatt, Nathen Hiatt, Jonathan Harrie, Williasm Wat-
gon, A. H. Liadsay, Milton Hunt, Bamuel Dwiggins,
John Russell, Abel Knight, John Hosking, L. D. Or-
rell, James Woody, John Saunders, Moses McGrady,
James McGrady, William H. Brittain, Arch'd Wik
son, Charles Case, James W. Doak, Arel’d Bevil,
H. T. Weal{wrl&.‘ D. H. Starbuck, Ellis Hoskins, J.
A. Foulkes, N. M. Climer, Dr, Grasty, L. Bammers,
Joseph Mitchell, Joseph Cunn . J. Brannock,
J. M. Staflord, J. M. Cunninghsm, Joel McLean,
John McLean, Eli Smith, M. Jordan, Wm. Denny,
P. McAdoo. M. D. Smith, Ebenezer Ward, Thomas
Kirkman, Elijah Denny, Eliab Jackeon, John 8. N.
Davig, Barham Harris, William Ogborn, WI{ul Rage-
dale, Jofm Pegrem, George 8. rnatt, R G. Bee-
son, Washington Young, 0. 8. Hammer, W McCon-
nel, Evans Wharton, John Wharton, Daniel Foust,
James Paisley, C A Gillaapie, Joab Hiatt William
Gott, Ralph-Gorrell, I J M Lindsay, James T More-
head, John M Morehead, Juha A Mebane, O Small.
wood, R G Lindsay, D F Caldwell, John McMurry,
Jed. 1l Lindsay, Emsly Armfield, Mitehell Ward,
John MeCulloch, Robert Hanner, T 1 Sandridge,
John MeKuight, Joseph A’ Houston, William 8 Gil.
mer, lsaac Thacker, Mosed H Mendenball, D C Meb-
ane. On motion, the name of the Chairmas was ad-
ded to the Jist,

On motion, Resolved, that 4he of. this
meeting be published in the Greensborough Patriot,
und the other Whig papers of the Btate 1equested to
copy. i. H, LINDSAY, Chm.
D. . Mepasg, Sec'y.

WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENCE:

The War—the Presidential »succession"—My.
Clay—the Extension of the Richmond and
Danville Railroad.

- W asnineTon, Jan, 23, 1848.

Gentlemen—The war and the succession, il not
“the war of the succession,” are ithe pics of in-
terest here al presend. [p regard to the war, the
case has become hopeless.. No one looks for i
termioalion now, apd peace may be said to be
» an obsolete idea,” The impression is gaining
around that the whole of Mex:co is 1o be absorb-
. {, and’permanently annexed to the Usioa. The
shammiog dusclaimers of the Presideot and his
organ aze not. confided, in‘by uny body. You
readers. havewseen. the speegh of M. =
he clearly points outibe difficully of avoiding con-
quest, even if the Presigent desired it. . We hawe
gone too-far. = Bet-up a-Government in. Mexics 10.
make peace with, and ns aoon as our troops retire
such a Government would be iofullibly over-
thrown. Mr. Calhoun justly thinks we are on
the eve of great eve 11sj~wa great change, for weal
or wou, Is npproaching,

In regand o the succession, there is as much
interest fely, wt least by paliticiaas, as there isin
teference to the war. | am bowever glad o be-
iieve that a spirit of compromise exists in the Whi
rauks; and their divisions will doubtless be heaF-
ed by a National Coovention, The frieads of
Mr. Clay are [ar the more nvmesous party in
this city, On the other band, | believe that the
people of the adjacent covntry prefer Gen. Tay-
lor. | am somewhat surprised that the fnends
of Gen. Scottare so languid, considering his bril-
hant achievements in the field. Itis l.huught that
il the President shauld supescede him in the com-
mand, {(and {1 brlieve there is little doubt of the
fact,) the circumsiance will awaken sympatby in
his behalf.  He seems, with all his geest qualic
ties, and nchievements, less calculated to nspire
enthusiasm than Clay er Taylor.

The Locolocos are in a forlorn situation. 'While
the Whigs are disputiog among themselves as to
which of a half a dozen of the greatest and most
Eopular men of the country shall lead them, ahe

ocos are unable to rally upon any one af the par-
ty hacks who have brought on the present dis-
graceful state of things.

I saw Mr. Clay yesierday. He isa hale, heal-
thy looking old gentleman, of a bland and digni-
fied appearance. He gppears older than his like-
nesses represent hum, but the outlines of his fentur-
esare well preserved, He addressed the Colon-
zation Sociely a few nights ago, but I was not so
fortunate as to hear him.

It has been objected to the proposed extension
of the Richmond and Danville Railroad thropgh
Greensborough, that it will give encouragement
to the commerce of Virginia at the ezpense of
North Carolica. There can be no greater mis-
take. The trude will be beneficial to both parties.
If the people of North Carolina con wake bekter
bargains in the Virginio seaportsthan in theirown,
they ought by all means io go there with their
products ; and state pride to she contrary notwith-
standing, they will gothere.» No man is willing
to make a bad bargaio, and it is no more the in.
terest of the State than of individuals to make
them. Norfolk is the natural outlet and empo-
rium of your section of the Siate, and in fact the
greater portion of it. Wilmingtan apd Charles.

commendable virtue, l!ut it ‘should not blind the
people to their que terests. By holding alool
fromn intercourse with the Virginia ports, she may
injure the commerce of that State, but the illiber-
al policy will never do more than foster a dwarfed,
languishing, coasting trade within her own bor-
ders. Ready nccess tosuch g seapart as Norfolk
would revive the energies of the whole State.—
Whatever advantage Norfolk is, or is destined to
be, to thg interior of Virginia, it may be to North
Carolina.  Our Siate lines are no barrier lo trade;
and although the natural emporium of the State
is beyond the jorisdiction of its laws, it is in the
bands of people who will promptly second the
formation of as many avenues of intercourse as
can be desired,

if the city of New York belonged 1o New Jer-

—_—

ton for the other portion. State pride is a highly | suppo

seyy the Siate of New York would be just.what tained, not by
it-18y minue the city, —Thai is 1o say, ils ipternal | therefore, admit of noguestion, that wbeo a satiop
trade and wealth #od population would be just | claiming certain rights, which are dispuied by an- |

.
sylvania,

Cape Fear.

its grest destioy.

g:ur table.

ordered upon this Will, )
shall record my vote aguinst it; and, I think it is

President of the U. 8.

President of the U, 8. moved the (roo
| Gen, Taylor to the Rio Grande and took posses-
| sion of the lef: bank of that stream, he commitled
a clear and undoubled act of war.

mote the internal prosperity of Pennsylvania as it
now does,

North Carolina may one day orother have
many large owns and cities in the interior or on
the rivers, engaged in manufactures and internal
traffie, but it can never rival the adjacent States in
external commerce. Wilmi may
& respectable commercial eity, but not of the
first class. Beaufort barbor, I fear, is too near
ur Hatteras and ca out.

[ your resders wish to know what a city may
become without the advantage of foreign com-
merce, [ refer them to Cincinnati. That place
which now numbers one hundred ibousand in-
babitants, is ifieen hundred miles (rom the sea
by the course of the nver. Norfolk might be

connected with Albemarle Sound by a ship chan-

nel instead of a canal, and thus with all the sounds
and rivers in the SBtate except Cape Fear. That
place is known to pessess uorivelled advantages
for commerce, The barbor is equal to that of
New York, and its natural facilities of intercourse
with the interior are {ar superior w those of any
placenorth of it. Boston hgs no river to conduct
ils commeree into (ke intesior; New York has
but ene ; Philacelphia has no navigable tributary,

and Bahimore none. But look at Norfolk ! There

is the Chesepeake bay extending north to Peon-
flowing into it are the Potoflac, the

ppabannoc, the York and the Jamed rivers, ull
navigable for ships and stenrers for hundreds of
miles. On the other hand the Dismal Swamp

canal connects it, as before observed, with ali the

navigeble waters of North Cazalina except the
By means of the Kenawha canal
Norfolk will be brought in” communeauos with
the Ohio, and while Lhe Erie canal will be closed
by ice for five months of the year, the Virginia

canal will rarely be closed st all. Norfolk has #’

grelt destiny to fulgl, 1 ;?Iu say n “ manifest
estiny,” and the pedple of Narth Carolina will

ot be so blind 1o weir obvious iaterests as Lo shut
themselves out from ils smarkets.

What | have said of the importanceof 2 com-
manication with Norfolk, will of course apply to

/| Richmeond, since the latter 18 an outpost, so te
‘speak; of-the former. - Or rather, such will be.

the gase when Norfalk enters upon e career of
Yours, &e.

A Nortn CaAROLINIAN.

MR. BADGER'S SPEECH,
Iy Spwate, Jan. 18,
On ¢he bitl Lo vaise for a limited time an addi-
Lional military foree.

* Mr. Bapoer said : I [ believed, sir, that the
duty whijgh 7 owe o the country and lo the Biate-
w
yieldieg to e rvquisilions of ihe: Execulive

such supplies as he may deem requisite for the

ution of.the war, upon planader prosecuting

# which have not been made known to Congress
—if I befieved that 1 had not a high snd coatrol-
ling obligation to exercise my.own best juggmen:
for the benefit of those whom I represent, and for
the general wellare of the country, upen every
jue:t.ion submitted o the consideration of this bo-

y. [ might be disposed to vote for the bill upon
If, sir, the yeas and nays had not

en ordered upon the passage of this bill, 1
might have been content to permit the measure

lo pass, as far az [ am concerned, without offer-
ing a single word to the Senate upon its intrinsic

merits. But the yeas and = pays have been
1 cannot vote for it. |

due 1o the country—I feel that it 1s due 0 myself
—that the views and principles which will gov- |

ern my conduct in giving this vole should be

plamly and distinelly stated, and should accom-
pany, to the public, the wote uself. 8ir, [ shall

endeavor Lo assign those views and principles in
as shoft a compasa as is consistent with a full ex-

position of what 1 believe to be the truth on this
all i t subject, and which every considera-
tigw .auliges me to put before those whom I repre-

sent, without any uonecessary diminution, with-
out leaving out anything that may be required 10
a full and complete expression of the argument

which, in my mind, 1s concjusive in regard 1o the
measure before yoy. [ shall offer my own opin-
‘ons, sir, with entire respect, and even deferep-

tial conside-ation, to she great minds of this body
and throughout she cauntry, whom 1 know to be

arraged againstme.

Without intending towards
thea any disrespect, [ shall take the liberty to
declare what are the opinions which | entertain
with regard to the orgin of the war, the manner
of its prosecution, the tendency of the measures
now propased, and the schemes that are evident-
ly entertpined by the Executive of the couniry in
relation to it. 4 shall not go as far back, sir, as
an honorable senator [rom Maryland did a few
days ago, (1 wean the honorable Senator from
that State, who first addressed the Benate upon
this bill)) bi:l. neven]he:i:.;;‘lz;hlil be under II:;
necessity of going a it for the purpose
malringrmylg?r fully understood. ?

First. then, ] will lay it dowa, and endeavor 40| god

demonstrate, that the war in which we are now

engaged with Mexico, was the immediate résult
ofth

e unlaw(ul and. unconstitutional act of the
I suppose, sir, that there
is no genilemen .on 4his dloar ar glsewhere, who
ses or believes that the President of thedl,
8. is vested with the war power of this country.
Itis a power expressly, and in terms, confcrred up-
on the Congressof the U. 8. And the President
would bave no conirol, direct or indirect, except
from the incidental circumsiance of his limited
veto of the action of the two Houses, pnd sxcept,

{ram the fact, that ip vinue of his affice he is the
chief commander, the principal mililary officer of
the U. States.

1 maintain then, Mr, President that when the
poder

What i1s war !
What do all the writers on the law of nations tell
us it is? They all, in substance, define it o bea

coatest about rights which is carried on or main-

argument, hut by fgree. Jt can,

what they are; because the people of the city \other, undertakes o support them by war—war

and State'to which it belonged would be as much  as far as she is concerned. Jt is true, if the act

interested i1n courting intereourse with New York | of wiolence or aggression on her pari.be oot resis-
State as they pow are, and would be ie fact de- | led by the other that suffers it—if it be patenily

ing @ communication with the Lakes. o like
manoer, il Philadelphia’ were within the limits

of Nel‘.’.mq or Delaware, it would equally pro-

-

pendent upon that State for the privilege of open- |

1

§

and tamely submitted to—no war resulis. To

constilute war, it is as essential ‘that there should

be iwo parties, as it is that thete should be

. body_and. not tohi:m_nn:f that this movement | . R ian o s e i
4 sibictibas sapt mi tiere. aould be :med. by, Mightchangé e gelations of the twocountries from | execolian day £ange the. relalians « the.count: |
o S v e L i&hr?‘t'tﬁ'é’iéfﬁ"it'ﬁléng'écl fo Congress lp |7} Trom-peace to-war,- is'an wer beyond. the come €3use the wrsti

one nation cannot alone eonstitute war; i s like
the act of an individual striking a blow, il it be not
resented, no contest, no bate, no fight isthe re-
sult, ‘The blow is an act of ngsreum; it isan
act commencing a cootest, but it does nol gmount to
a perfect contest. Whether this act on the par: of
‘the President was an act of war, of bostifity, of
aggression, depends not at all upon the question,
whether we had a right to the territory of which
he took forcible possession. War, between nations,

re-supposes a conlest about riibu_. The pub-
icists, who speak of contests between nations,
never suppose them to contend except about rights,
War is a contest about rights, Pablic war is u
contest between pations about rights, carried on
by force and not by argument.. If; therefore, it

the tite of Texas gnd the U. 8. extended to the
Rio graade, & is stil beyond gl] doubt, that Mex-
ico possessing the lefi bank of that stream, having
a settlement there, having officers there, and ex-
ercising jurisdiction there—any movement to dis-
possess Mexico, to occupy what she thus accupi-
ed and what she claiped to he her own, is an ast
of war. It is an act &f war just and rightlul if thé
territory be ours—just and right if the terri-
tory be onjusty and improperly withbeld—
just and rightfyl, i, aJso the act of war be direct.
ed by those who represent the sovereignly of the
mluqa Well, siv, Uiis act was commitied by the
President of the U, 8, He ardeped the troops to
the Rio Grande, They advanced. When they
came ioto the Mexican settlemen:, inhabilants fled
before them n:dismay ; the officers abandoned
the public buildings and set fire’to them, and un-
der such circumstances, ot fosces sndes the com-
mend of officers of the {U. 8., 100k lrom Mexieo

that, although the President held our true boun-

OF AGORESSION,” * A mosTILE AcT,” an act which
would not be justifinble except 1v A sTATE OF Wan,
1o dispossess Mexico of any portion of that ter-

the sanexaiion. W hen, therefore, orders were is-
sued to Gen. Taylor, on the 13th of January,
1846, 10 advanee and occupy a position on the left
bank of the Rio Grande, admitied 1o be in the

arasion of Mexico, the president ordered what

war. He ordered what be intendea, and what he

were gssumed as clear and vnquestionable that (supposed wauld be regarded on the part of Mexi-

¢0, as an act of host lny—of aggression. For, sir,
you will observe that when Gen. Taylor, in the
execytion ofthis order, advanced o the Rio Grande,
and drove the Mexicans from their possessions—
when he occupied what had before been oecupi-
ed by the Mexicans—and these facts were report-
ed 1o the President, there was not the slighiest
intimaton oo his part that Gen. Taylor had ex-
ceeded the scope of the -orders which had been
given to him, and had thus been the means of
precipiteting the country inta a war, whick, by a
prudent forbearance, might have been avoided.—
On the contrary, up to this very moment, all that
was done in pursuance of that order bas been re-
d by the President as baving been right-
I'u!ly done, as having been done in accordance
with the purpeses which the Executive had in
view when the orders were given.
.Buat, air, il the_act was not an act of war, il was
plainly and manifestly an act which was likely to

that which she was in possession of, and by force |
kept possession of the territory aad placed it vo- 1
der the jurisdiction of the United Siales, |
Now, sir, on :his subject | bad the bogor, at the
last session 1o bring 1o the aueotioa &f the Senute
the action of Mr.Jeferson, duriog bis adm'tion oft 13 |
Government, under circimstances of a very sim- |
ilar character, with this difference, that the title of |
the territory wibheld from us was truly and
clearly ours.. In vwery other respect the. case |
was like this. The territory wes withheld by sa- |
other Power, and a disposition manifested by |
that Power to deprive us of what we owped — |
Uoder these circumstances Mr. Jeflerson conceiv- |
ed that he bad no right 1o use the military force |
of the country to oblain possession of that which |
was witheld from us, thowgh clearly ours. And
he states, as the jeason for referring the mbjeel1
to the determiaation of Congress, that maiters re-
lating to pesge or war belong exclusively 1o /that

peace
determine whether the movement should be made. |

__But Mr. Presulept. | bave.oiber. authority. | 1

certainly shall not say that it is more respectable
in itself than the autbority of Mr. Jeflerson. |
doubt very much whether, with a large portion
of the American people and of the Senase, it would l
be thought quite equal to Mr. Jefferson’s. But |
upon this question with respect to the President of |
the Uoited States, the autbority is conclusive and |
overpowering. It creales upon him what law-
yers gall an estoppels for | am ready to show
that the President of the United Biates, has him-
sell recognised tbat such an act as this is .an act
of hostility, of aggression, of war. On the 11th
of July, 145, the Secretary of the Navy wrote a
confidential communication to Com. Cynner, then
commanding in the Gull of Mexico. He says:

# The unanimous vote of the Texan Congress for
annexation leaves nodoubl of the eonsummation of
that measure. When you ascertain satisfactorily
that the Texan convention, which assembled on the
4th, has nlso acceded loannexatiun, you will regard
Texas as a partof couniry—to he detended
like any other part of it.

“ Atthe same time, every booorable effort is to be
made te preserye peace with all pations. The res
toration of our boundary on the southwest, by the
consent and choice of the people o! Texar, is due 1
the strong altraction of the principles of liberty, which
endear America lo eyery one ol its sons, and s a 11
bute belore the world to the policy of peace, of politi-
cal freedom, and of union on the principles of lree-
dom. Itis the President's desire that ths great ev-
ent shauld be consymmated wihout the effusion of
biood, and without the exerciee of force; beheving
that (ree institutions, in their own right, will achieve
all that can be desired.”

I read this partof the communication for the
purpose of showing that, though this paper was
wnitten on the 11th of July— prior to the actual |
consummution of the act of annexation—yet the |
instructions to which J tu'o ose mare particularly |
to call the attention of the Senate are given pros- I
pectively, cautiously.and with a view to the actu-|
sl completion of that measure, when as appears
from the instructions themselves, the cfficer to
whoin they were directed was required to consid- '
er Texas as a part of this country. The leter
proceeds:

#To eecure hisend most eflcctually, you are char-
to commit noact of ag gression ; and, at the same
time, you are invested with the command of & force
sufficient 10 take from others a disposition to Aostile
acls.” ity

Then, after enumerating the force at the offi-
cer's command, the Becratary says:

v That you sy precisely tnderstard what is
mean! by the aggression which you are nstructed
to avoid, I will add, that while the annexationof Tex. |
aa extends our boundary to the Del Norte, the Pres.
dept reseryes the yindication of our boundary, it po--
sibie, 1o methods of peace. Y up will, therefore, not |
employ force w diciolge Mexican tegops from any
post eaxt of the Del Norle which was 10 the actual
possersion of the Mexricens &t the time of annexa-
[ '

ion.

« Should Mexico declare war, you will at once
dislodge her troups from any post she may have east
of the mouth of the D«l Norte; lake possession of
Tampicp . and, {f your force is sufficient, will take
l.he,_cnlr:a ol &aid Juan de Ulua, 1t being the determi-
nation of the President to preseive peace, if possible;
and, it war comes, 1o recover peace by adppling the
the most prompt and energetic measnres,"

Again.: ‘The Secretary .of War writes General
Taylor under date of July the 8th, 1845;

*This Department is informed that Mexjco has
some military exablishments on the enst side of the
Rio Gragde, which are, and for some time have been,
in the actual oecupsncy of her troops. In eur]ying
gpt tho instructions heretofore received you will be
earaful 1o avoid any scts of aggressian unless an ag-
tpal state of war should exist, The Mexican forces
at the_posts in their posscasion, and which have been
w0, will oot be dislurbed _as lobg s [lie reiations ol

two parties to ‘& treaty of peace. The act of l’nnﬂ-"

\

peace between the United States and Alexico con-

| @llegrance to them.

produce a stafe of war. |t was an  act, the ivg-
dency of which was o change the relations of
Mezico and this gountry from a siate of peace tn
aswnte of war. Can there be apy doubt of this,
sir?  luis ippassible o doudt ity when we recol-
lect the unhappy and angry state of fevling which
exiswd between the two countries. When we
rezollect the position which our army held at Cor-
pus Christi for so many months, and the disputes
pxisting between the two countrics—the mutual
charges of insincerity and breaches of faith—when
we recollect all this, it must beé manifest that such
an act as moving an armed force to the Rio Grande
was, in itsell, if pot an act of way, at least one
which wore the appearance of aggression, and one
which was calculated to rouse the feelings of the
Mexicans, apd 19 provoke retaliaon. Thus
much must be ¢onceded ; and, if so sir, wheace
did the President of the United States derive his
power to do this without the consent of Congress.

According to Mr. Jefferson,. un act which i its

peiency of the Executive, and to be passed upon
.oaly by Congress.. The constitution bas under-
gone no change y the proplé "have mude no u-
mendment loit ; iwstands now as 1t stood in the
time of Mr. Jeflerson, Whence, then, has Mr.
Polk derived his auhtority lo precipitate measutes
which must lead directly to war—Congress be-
ing in session—without taking their advice oreven
deigning 10 inform them of what he groposed to
do! Buy, sir, at all events there is not the slight-
est regson todoubt, as [ apprehend, that the move-
went of the troops upon the Rio Grande was the
act which produced war. There had been, pre-

| viously. threatenings on the part ol Mexico.—

There had been exactly that state of feeling which
was likely to result in war, Botthere had been
no war, and wy conviction is clear that il our
troops bad remained quiet at Corpus Christi,
where they had a right to remain, on the ground
so sirongly put by the Senator from Maryland,
(Mr. Pgance,) that it belonged 10 Texas by virtue
af her revolution, and was then in her possession.
there would have been po war. But, at all
events, supposing that war would have been pro-
duced in some other manner, or by some oiber
movement, thaugh our woops hed remained,
which is mere matter of specuolation, yet it can-
pot be deojed that in peint of fact this war—the
war io which we are now engaged—was the 1im-
medjate zesult of the movement of our troops up-
on the Del Norte, and of nothing else. ‘T'hat
movement was an act of war, it wus, at all events,
an act directly tending to change the relations of
the two countries from peace 1o war; nnd, thege-
fore, an act which the President could nat Jawlul-
Iy or constitutionally perlore.

The next proposiion which 1 lay down is. that
this war, thus resalung from an act of the Presi-

| denty has been prosecuted by him from the com-

mencement with u view (o the conquest, the per-
manent conquest of at lvast New Mexicoand !Tp-

er and Lower California. 1 beg the attention of
the Senate while | attempt to demonstrate this
proposition from public documents.  First, sir, |
will call the attention of the Senate to the instruc-
tions given by the Secretary of War on the 3d
June, 1846, 1o Gen. Keargy : \

« Should you conquer and tako poseession of New Mex-
jeo and Upper California. or conmderable placesin cither,
you will establish temporary civil government therein,
sbolishing sll arbitrary restrivtions that may exist, go far
as it may bedons with safety. In petforming, this duty,
it would'be wise and prudent to continue in their empdoy-
ment all such of the existing officera nx arc knowr 10 be
friendly to the United States, and will take the oath of
I'he dulies at the custom-hogses
ought at once 10 be reduced 1 such & ratcas' may be bare-
Iy sufficient to maintain the necessary officers withou!
yielding any revenve to the Government. You muy as-

| sure the people of those provinces that it is the wish pod

devign of the United Statss (o propids fur them a free
gove nmend. with e least possible delay, sitnilar to that
which exists it our Terrrories. 'hey will then be
called on to exercise the rights of freemen inelecting
their own representatives to the feritorial legislature.
It is foreseen that what relates to the civil government will
be = diffioult and dnpleasant part of your duty, and much
must necessarily be left to your o wn discretion.”

In further proofof this, I read the iostructiong
given by the Navy Department to Commodore
Sloat, 12th July, 1846 :

“ The otfject of the United States is, under its rights as.
a belligerent nation; to possess itself entirely of Upper Cal-
ifornin.

“ The object of the United §tytens has reference to ul
timate peace with Mexico, and it, at that pesce, the
basia of the wti possidetus shpll be established; the
Government expects, through yeur forces, to be found.
in‘actual possession of Upper Calitornia,

« ‘I'his will bring with 1t the necessity ofa civil
administeation. Such a government should be es-
tablished wpder your proigetion; and, in selecting
persons 10 kold office, due respéetshould be _had 1o
the wishes of the poople of California, as well as to
the sctual possessors of suthority in the provinee: [t

may be | ror:r to require an oa‘h of allegiance to the
e

Untted States from those who are entrusied with -

— I“

Here we have from the representatives of the
President in two Depariments, War and Navy, a
clear and distinct recognition of this proposition,

dary to be the Del Norte, yet it would be* an aor

ritory of which she held possession at the time of

he then, undoubiedly, understood 10 be an aef of

thority. You will glso sseure the peojile of Californis
of the proteetion ol the United Siaties. - '

* Alter you ehall have secured EMr Califoritha. 1
your forge s sufficient, yolb shill ke ession, n
keep the, harbors on the Gulfof Cali'ornia as far
down at least as Guaymas. Butthe is nol to inter-
:_ere‘wilh the permanent occupationof Upper Calls
ornia."

Then, sir, on the ddih of Adgust, we hive ins
structions (rom the Navy Department to Com:
modore Siockion, or the commiia;n’ officer 1
the Pacifiic : i

“You will take immeddllk possession of U
Culitornia, especially of the three porta of San Fran-
cieeo, Monterey' and Sgn Diego, so that if the treaty
ol peace xhould be made on the basis of the ulti pos-
sidelue, it may reaver Ciuivonma 1o tix Usiren
SraTes."” o . ¢

« Having provided for the full possessin of Uppel
L‘;ulifurma. the l;l!xl point b:l’ﬂimm-m inthe Galf
of Cailfornia. From the judgmep}. ; .
you should take possession of glﬁ" Jﬂm
The progress ofiour arms will probably be such that,
in eonjunction with land forces, you will be able to
hold possession of Gusymas, and so 16 reduce &ll the

and

country north of it on ‘the guif”

Now, sif, in order to undersiand the lupq' D

bearing of these orders more clealy, Jek Ug see

whdt wae done under them by the o 1o

whom they were addressed. {n_a Jetter of Gen.

Kedrny tothe Adjytant General of the 24k Aus
%.n,,, Fe, be saya}

guel 1840, writteh from
“On the 224 | imsued tion,
¢ issued a lpma dl!-:f‘

the whole of New Mexico, with ity then
as a territory ofthe United States of Americs, &
taking it under our protection.” ’

o anolbes partof the same leyeyp, ln'aip:-

“On my return (which will be jo two of three
weeks) a civil government shall be orgunized, axd the
officars appointedior it; after p‘ic?l 1 will be y
to siart wr Upper Californja, which | bope may
by the latter end of next month ; and in spch case, I
rlial’ expect 1o have possession of that department by
the close of November.” "
Then we have Gen. Kearny's proclamation;
in which he anngunces hig intention to bql{ﬂeﬂ'
Mexico ag a pprt of the United States, nnder the'

name of the  Territary of New Mexico."”

* Ag, by the act of the Republic of Meg)cp, s stafe’
of war exists between (hat Guvernment-s ﬁm-
ted Siates; and as the undersigned, at the of
his lruOﬁi, on the 18th instant, took ion.of Ban-
ta Fe, tho capital of the department I‘;ei Mexico,
he now snnournces his intention to parigient,
with ite original boundaries (on Joth sides J'Mc
Del Norte) as A rAgT of THE [Jxivsp Stares, and
under the name of * Tae Teamirony or New Mexi—
PR T S R I G

* The undersigned haa instraetions -from his Gov-
México—to Protect -the propesiy of the

e tirititp of those beforging 1o 50w be o
 disturbed, and their religious rights in the anfplest
-manner preserved to them; also, to‘protect ‘the per—
| within its bounuaries sgamsat their enemies, the Eu-
|laws, the Navsjoes, and others; and when he seypres
i all that 1t will be his pleasure, as well as hqzl‘:.
{10 comply with those instructions, he calle upon them'
| 10 exer! themaelves in preserving order, in promoting’
concord, and in maintaining the authority and efficacy
ol the laws, -

“And he requires of those who have left thejr
homes and taken up arma agairst the United Slates
[ to return for thwith to them, or else they will be con-
| sidered us enemnics and trailors subjecting their per-
{ sons (o punishment.and their property to seisure and
| confiscation tor the benefit of lhe'llublic tremsuty.
| " It is the wish nod intention of the United Siales’
llo provide for New Mexico .me government, witk’

the least possible delay, similar fo those in the Uni-
ted States ; and the people of New Mexico will then
be called on to exercise the rights of ireemegn in elecy
ing theirown representatives to the territorial legis—
lature. By, untilthis cun be Lone, the laws hillerto
| in existence will be-continued until changed or mod-
ified by competent authority ; and those persons hoid-
g office will continue in the same for the present,
provided they will consider themselves good cilisens
and are willing tolake the oath ul allegiance to the
United Sintes.

“The United States hereby absolvea all persone
residing within the bouudane-y:d New Mexico liom
any turther allegiance to the Republic of Megjcq,
and Yereby claims them as citizens of the Uned
States. 'i'hnw who remain quiet and peaceable wilF
| be considered good citizens and receive prolection ;

thos2 who are found in arms or instigating others
| agninst the United States, will be consicered traitors,
i and treated accordingly.’

N hat was the action of Commodore Slogt S
How did be interpret and understand the orders
he had received? We have distinet informstipn
upon this point, communicated in the proclama-
mation of Commodore-Sloat to the

enjoy the same rights and priviieges they now, ¢
tugether with the privilege of choosing their own
magistrates and other officers, for 1he":£mmhution
of justice pmong themselver, and the same - proteeti
will be extended to them as to any other State in
Union. They will also enjoy a permanent govern=

ment." :
And in a general order of July 7, 1840, ke
s

rays : =
S o

“ It is not only our duty 1o take California,
preserve it afterwards, e a part of the United States,
at all hazards™ i )

What wab the understanding of Commoderg

Siockion!  In an address to the people -of Caki-
1 fornia of the 17ih August, 1846, he says :

« ‘I'he Territory of Ca'iforhia now belanga to 4h
]IUlntmi Niates, n{d will be emed as soon Mm

cumstanece'will prrmit, by officersand laws sim;
to thace by which the other Territories o'l'lthm‘ll:i
{

States nre regulatéd and protected.”

Agnin, in a proclamation, he says ¢ ol

w1, Robert F. Stockton, commander-in-¢hief of the
United States torces in the Pacific Ocean, and gnv-
ernor of the territory of C_llli'!qrnj_n, nd _com@.&.
incliiet of the sy of the same, ;o hereby wake
knowp to pll med that, having by right of conquest
tnken possession of that territory known by the name
of Upper snd Lower California, do nowjdeclare it 10 bé
u térritory of the United Siafes, under the memé of
ihe Territory of California.”

Now, sir, it is impossible, [ think, to read what
was done—what was reported by our officers to
the President as havieg been done by them —
without seeipg-ihut they understood and scted tin:
der his instructions, as designed to make & pets
manent conquest of such portions of Mexictn ter
ritory as they werg ipstructed’ to take  p i
of. 'There 1s not one word said in the instructions
—notking-declared in the actions of ihose officers

peared to refer, to & military occupatioh of thoss
llerriloﬁel. for the purpose of conpcllw.i_ﬁlu"
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people of Cal- -

ifornia. He says: :
w Henceforward California will be o portion of
the United States, and s peacable inhabitants will

obeying those instructions, which referred, or ap-&

ernment Lo respect the relig o ingtitutions of New. . .
& church—to" "
oAU b
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