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Fur the Patriot,

ORDINANCE OF 1787

Wossrs. Bditors: We have fallen upon evil
t'mes.  The Union of these States is in immi-
nentdanger of being forever dissolved, and
war, bloodshed and carnage is more than
likely to be the result. If such should be the
divetul result, woful indeed, will be our inher-
What a dark and poluted mantel of
disgrnce must eventually envelope and forever
shroud the names of the party tricksters and
demagogues, who have, by their ambitious

itnnee.,

selfishnoss, and unscrupulous party machina-
tions, superinduced these direful and heart-
I myke no pretansions to
ability, nor have | the position to give me in-
flacnce, or weight with the patriotic leadeors
Yot, th.ank God I have a heart
to feel, nud deplore the great evils, the incal-
culable mischiof these reckloss, ambitious and
purely seltish leaders of the disarion party,
ure fast bringing npon this happy land, and
our honest yet deluded people. How cheer-
fully would I yield up every thing I possese,
could | but ward off the evils whizh now threa-
ten us as 4 Nation, and once more restore
peace wnd prosperity to my native land, and
1 know too well, that
pussion rules the hour, and that the mnasses
both North and South, are given over to blind-

sickening rosults

of any party,

Ler misguided people.

ness of mind and hard noas of heart, for me Lo
hope to prevail upon them, to loso sight of
their party wnd their anointed leaders for one
moment. It seems Lo me that many of the
rank sl file, na wedl as their infatoated lea-
ders, are nosw ready to destroy this great and
glorous Government of ours, for a party tri-
umphs they had rather be first in n Northern
of Southern Contederacy than occupy s st b-
ordinate position in the present (iu'.‘crm:wm.:
It 1w also elenr o my mind, that we have not
at'ained, to this perilous situation we now oc-
capy us a Nation, without having committed
great errors, wnd without having materially
departed from the examples and teschings of
var gallant and patriotic forefuthers, Nor is
it rensonable to suppose that either the South
',Il"

ot
ter. I shall then, with your permission, en-
denvor to say a few words touching the pres-
ent ularming crisis, with the hope of induc-
ingz sumoe one who has the roquisite ability to
take ap his pen, or moant the stamp in favor
of the Union, the Constitution and the perpe-
tuity of ourinstitutions, and present form of
Government.  Nor shall | be deterrod from
#penking the trath, and the whole truth on all
guestions thut I may discuse:, as far as I have
the ability and information t¢: make it known.
And in order that all may sec that 1 do not
epeak at random, I ask you 1o copy the fol-
lowing venerable record ta ken from the Na-
tional Intelligeneer, published many years
since UNION.

North is entirely jruiltiess in this mat-

Notes on the Ordlniance of 1787,

(in the first of March, ).784, A committee,
consisting of Mr, Jefferso n, of \'infllnil, Mr.
Chase, of Maryland, and Mr. Howell, of
Ithode Island, submitted to (_J‘ungreas the fol-
lowing Ulan lor the temporary gove rnment
of the Western Territory :

The commiyge appointed to prepare a
jpian for the temporary government of the
Western Ternitory have agreee to the follow-
L P04 [|-u|||l11i~lllﬂ:

[esolecd, That the te -rrilnry ceded or to be
eoded individual *itates to the United
Stares, whensoever the same shall have been

purchased of the Indian inhabitants and of-

v
ll‘

tered for sale by the ‘United States, shall be
fortncd into additioanl States, bouaded in the
following manver, ar nearly as such cessions

will admi that is to say, northwardly and
routhwardly by paralicls of Intitude, so that
cach State shall coraprehend, from south to
north, two degroes of Iatitade, beginning to
count trom the completion of thiny.one Me
grees north of the cquator, but any territory
nerthwardly of the forty-seventh degree <hall
muke part of the Swuato next below, And
costwardly and westwardly they <hall be
hoauded, tose on the Mississippi by that
) vt v nie sido and the meridian of the low-
[t b 1-"!-“}- of the Ohio on the
ey wnd thousa ll-l_jlli!ltllg on the enst, l\_\'

i merndian on therr western side, and

¢ «tern by the meridiun of “he wes-
tern eape of the mouth of the tireat Kanaw-
binn And cterritery casiward ot thus  last
., between the Obio, Lake Erie, and

ity Lhelr

|

Ponpsy! gania, shall be one State.

it e settlers within the erritory so to
Fo prire e | and offered tor «ale, shall either
on the pown peuition or on the order of Cou-

s pecvive authurnily trom them, with ap-
et oo t4 of L wad place, tor their foe

e ol a'l age o meet together [or the pur.
Jreome vainblishing a tomporary govern
gt 1ot mdopt the cunstitution and  laws of
any  one of thewe States, so thut sach lawe

orthicless shull be subject 10 altcration by
T llfllnh.[f" le gisinlure, and w e rect, sub

L}

Jt to 4 Like alte ation, counties or LOWD
*b pator the elechivn of members for their ley-
sl qrure

[ st such temporary government shall on.
I} voulinue 1 lorce D uny Slate uuntil 1
s

babitants, when, giving due proof thereof to
Congress, they shall receive frpm them au-
thority, with appointments of time and place,
to call & convention of representacives to es-
tablish a permanent constitution and govern-
ment for themselves.

Provided, That both the temporary and
permanent governments be established on
these principles as their basis :

1. That they shall forever remain a part of
the United States of America.

2. That in their persons, property, and ter-
ritory, they shall be subject to the Govern-
ment of the United States in Congress as-
sembled, and to the Articles of Confederation
in all those cases in which the original States
shall be so subject.

3. That they shall be subject to pay a part
of the federal debts, contracted or to be con-
trreted, to be apportioned on them by Con-
gress accoraing 1o the sume common rule and
measure by which appointments thereof shall
be mude on the other States.

4. That their respective governments shall
be in republican forms, and shail admit no
person to be a citizen who holds any heredi-
tary title.

5. That after the year 1800 of the Chris-
tian ern there shall be neither slavery norin-
voluntary sorvitude in any of the said States,
otherwise than in pnishment of crimes,
whereof tho party shall have been duly con-
victed to have been personally guilty.

That whensoever any of the said States
shall have, of free inbabitants, as many as
shall then be in any one of the least numer-
ous of the thirteon originll States, such State
shall be admitted by i1ts delegates into the
Congress of the United States on an equal
footing with the said original States, after
which the assent of two-thirds of the United
States, in Congress assembled, shall be requi-
site in all those cases wherein, by the confed-
eration, the assent of nine States is now re-
quired, provided the consent of nine States to
such admission may be obtained accor-
ding to tho cleventh of the articles of conted-
eration. Until such admission by their dele-,
gates into Congress, any of the said States,
after the establishment of their temporary
government, shall bave authority to keep -«
sitting member in Congrees, with a right of
debating, but not of voting.

That the territory northward of the forty-

forty-five degrees from the equator, and ex-
tending to the Lake of the Woods, shall be
called Sylvania; that of the territory under

which lies westward of Lake Michigan sball
be called Michigania; and that which is east-
ward thereof, within the peninsula formed by
lakes and waters of Michigun, Huron, St.
Clair, and Erie, shall be called Cherronesus,
ana shall include any part of the peninsula
which may extend above the forty.uh de-
greo.  Of the territory under the foriy-third
and forty-second degrees, that to the west.
ward, through which the Assenisipi or ilock
river rans: shall be eall Assenisivper @ and

wins of the Muskingum, the two Miumies of
ol Ohio, the Wabash, the Illinois, the Miami
of the Lake, and the Sandasky rivers, shall
be called Metropotamia. Of the territory
which lies under the forty-first and fortieth
degrees, the western, through which the riv-
er lllinois runs, shall be ealled Illinoia; that
next adjoining, o the eastward, Sarafoga;
aud that between this last and Pennsylvan-
is, and extending from the Ohio to Lake
Erie, shall bo ealled Washington. Of the ter-
vitory which lies ander the thirty-ninth and
thirty-eight degrees, to which shull be added
w0 much of the point of land within the forl
of the Ohio and Mississippi as lies under the
thirty-seventn degree, that to the westward,
within and adjacent to which are the conflu-

seo, Ohio, lllinois, Mississippi, and Missour,
shall be called Polypotamia; and that to the
ecastward, farther up the Ohio, otherwise call-
ed the Pelisipi, shall be called Pelisipia.
That all the preceding articles shall bo
formed intoa charter or compact, shall be du-
ly executed by the President of the United
States, in Congress sesembled, under bis hand
and the seal of the United States, shall be
promulgated and shall stand as fundamental |
conditior.s betwoen the thirteen original States
and thosc newly doscribed, unalterable but
by the joint consent of the United States, in |

ed to be made.

This report was recommitied to the same
committeo on the 17th of March, and a new
one was submitted on the 22d of the same
month. The second report agreed in sub-
stanco with the first. The principal difference
was the omission of the paragraph giving

el biave wequired twenty tboussad free in-3

names to the States to be formed out of the
Western Territory. 1t was taken up for con-
sileration by Congress on_lhc 19th of April,
on which day, on the motion of Mr. Spaight,
of North Carolina, the following clause was
struck out: . _

«That, after the year 1800 of the Christiar
ers, there shall be neithor slavery nor invol-
untary ser
otherwise
wheroot the party shall have been duly con-
vieted to huve been personally guilty.”

The report was further considered and
amended on the 20th and Zlst.

|

ry and involuntary servitudo after the year
1%00. On the question Lo agree to the repost,
aftor the prohibitlory clause wns struck out,

The vole wWas:

Mr Foster, aye.

Mr Blanchar¥aye.
Mr Gerry, aye.

Mr Patride, ave.
Mr Ellery, ave.

Mr Howell, aye.

Mr Sherman, aye.
Mr Wardsworth, aye.

estord.

,\.o' W }1;] fﬂr.\'fl ire
Massachusetts
f."i o .f,di‘”ld

("innecticut

New York Mr Dewitt, ave.
M= Payne, aye
e Jyreey Mr Beatty, aye.

Mr. Dick, nye.

Mr M:fMin, aye:

Mr Montgomery, aye.
Mr Hand, aye.
(Abxent)

Pennsylvonia

Delaware

Maryland Mr Sione, aye.
,“l' { 'h:lﬂt‘. n‘\'o.
Virginia Mr Juetferson, aye.

Mr Mercer, aye.
Mr Monroe, aye.
Mr William»on, aye.
Mr Spuight, aye.

Nurth Carolina

fitth degree, that is say, of the completion of |

the forty-firth and forty fourth degrees, that '

|

that to the castward, in which are the foun- |

South Carolina Mr Read, no.
Mr Beresford, no.
Georgia (Absent.)

Thus the report of Mr. Jefferson for the
temporary government of the Western Ter-
ritory, without any restriction whatever as to
slavery, received t{ae vote of every State pres-
ont except South Carolina. It did not “lay
on the table of Congress during the three
vearsfrom 1784 10 1787.” Dauring these
three years it wus the law of theland. It was
repealed in 1687,

Nearly a year after tho first plan was adop-
ted, the clause originally offered by Mr. Jef-
ferson, as a part of the charter of compact fun-
damental constitutions between the thirteen
original States and the new Statesto be
formed in the Western Territory, prohibiting
slavery and involuntary servitude, was again
sabmitted to Congress, omitting the time
named—+after the yevr 1800 of the Chris-
tian era.”

On the 1sth of March, 17%5,

“ A motion was made by Mr. King, secon-
ded by Mr. Ellery, that the following propo-
sition be committed :

“ That there shall be neither slavery nor
involuntary servitude in any of the States de-
scribed in the resolve of Congress ofthe 23d
of April, 1784, otherwise than in the punish-
ment of crimes, whereof the party shall have
been personally guility ; and that this regu-
lation shall be an article of compact, and re-
main afundamental principle of the constitu-
tions between the tirtcen original States and
each of the States described in the said resolve
of the 22d of April, 1784."

The motion was, “that the following prop-
osition be committed”’—tnat is, committed to
a Committee of the Whole House ; it was
not “in the natare of an instruction to the
Committee on the Western Territories. At
that time there was no such committee. It
was a separate, independent proposition. The
very terms of it show that it was offered as
an addition to the resolve of April 23, 1784,
with the intention of restoring to that resoive
a clauso that had originally formed part of
1t

Mr. King's motion to commit was agreed
to—eight States (New Hampsbire, Massa-
| chusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New
' York, New Jersey, Penneylvania, and Mary-
land) voted in the aifirmative, and these
States (Virginia, North Carolina,and South
| Carolina) in the negative. Neither Dela-
ware nor Georgia was represented.

After the commitment of this proposition
it was neither called up in Congress nor no-
| ticed by any of the committee who subse-
| quently reported plans for the government
| of the Western Territory.
| The subject was not laid over
| time till September, 1786.
| being before Congress on the 24th of March,
| the 10th of May, tho 1R8th of July, and the
' 24th of August of that year.

On the 24in of March a report was made
by the grand committee of the House, to
whom bad been referred & motion of Mr Mon-
roe upon tho subject of the Western Terri-
| tory.

On the 1U0th of May, 1786, a report was
' made by another cowmittee, consisting of
| Mr. Monroe, of Virginia. Mr, Johason of
'Connpe ticut,
Mr. Keae, of South Carolina, and Mr- Pinck-
ney, of South Corolina, to whom a motion of
Mr. Dane, for considering and reporting the
f
| Western Territory was reterred,
port, ufter amendment, was re-committed on
| the 13th of July following.

‘On the 24th of August, 1786, the Secreta-

from this

|
|

¢ Ay of Congress was directed to inform the

inbabitants of Kaskaskias “that Congress
| have under their consjderation the plan of a
| temporary government for the said district,

ences of the rivers Wabash, Shawnee, Teni- and that s adoption wifll be no longer pro- |

tracted than the importance ot the subject
‘ and a due regard to their interest may re-
quire.

| On the 19th of September, 1686, a commit-
tee, consisting of Mr. Johnson, of Connecti-

cut, Mr. Pickney, of South Carolina, Mr.
| Smith, of New York, Mr. Dane, of Massachu-
'is(-u.s. and Mr. Henry, of Matyland, appoin-
 ted to preparea “plan of temporary govern-

It is noticed as|

Mr. Kking of Massachusetts,'

orm of a temporary government for the !
This re-|

| the 10th, the order of the day for third read-

situde in any of the said States, | was -
thll‘l in '-h'-' pl-lniﬁhm(‘nl. Ur L'ri[“ps | the pr‘fced”‘g )'l'l’lr‘ w

| motion made in the Congress to
On the 23d)

it was agreed to, (ben States voting oye, and | amended and ordered Lo a third reading.
one no) withuut the clause prohibiting slave- |

ment for such Distlicts of new States as shall |
be laid out by the United States upon the
principles of the acts of cessioa from individ- |
ual States, and admitted into the Confedera-

Congress assembled, and of the particular | cy,” madoa report which was taken up for. port
State within which such alteration is propos- | consideration on the 28th, and,

after somo |
discuesion and several motions to amend, the |
further consideration was posiponed. .
On the 26th of April, 1657, the same com-
mittee (Mr Johnson, Mr. Pickney, Mr. Smith, |
Mr. Dane,and Mr. Henry, reporied *An Or-
dinance for the government of the Western
Territory.” It was read a second time and
amended on the 9th of May, when the next|
day was assigned for the third reading. On ‘

ing was called for by the State of Massachu-
settg, and was postponed. On the 9th and
10th of May, Massachuosetts-was represcnted

| by Mr. Gorhar, Mr. King, and Mr. Dade.—
| The proposition which, on Mr. King's motion,

“committed” on the 16th of March of
ag notin theordinance, |
as reported by the committes, nor was
insert it
amardment.

The following is a copy of the ordinance as

An Ordinanec jorthe Governmoct o

tern Territory.
It i8 heroby ordained by the United States

the TFes|

shall always be entitled to the benefits of the
act of habeas corpus and of the trial by jury.

The governor and the judges, or a majoriiy
them, shall adopt and publishin the districts
such lawg of the original States, crimina land
civil, as may be necesiary and best suited to
the circumstances of the district, .nnd report
them to Congress from time to time, which
sball prevail in said district until the organi-
zation of the General 4ssembly, unless disap-
proved of by Congress : but afterwards the
General Assembly shall have authority to al-
ter them as they shsll think fit; provided
bowever, that said Assembly sbave have no

ower Lo create luities.
d The governorl;g:ptle time being shall bo
commander-inichief ofthe militia, aud appoint
and commission all cficers in the same below
the runk of general officers ; all officers of that
rank shall be appointed and commissioned by
Congress.

Provious to the orgsnization of the General
Assombly, the Governor shall appoint such
magistrates and other civil officers in ecach
county or township 2 he shall find necessary
for the preservation of Feaca and good order
inthe same. Affer the General Assembly
shall be organized, the powers and duties of
magistrates and other civil officers shall be re-
guluted and defined by the said Assembly ;
but all magistrates ayd other civil officers, not
berein otherwise dirwted, ehall, during the
continuance of this pmporary Government,
be appointed by the §overnor.

The Governor shal, as soon as may be,
procced to lay out tie district into counties
and township, subjea, however, to such alter-
nations as may hercdter bo made by the Leg-
islature, 8o soon as tiere shall bh five thous-

ordinance ;” they prepared and reported the
great BiLL or RiGuTs for the territory noth-
west of the Ohio.

The question is here presented, why was
Mr. Carringten, a new member of the commit-
tee, placed at the head of it, 10 the exclusion
of Mr. Dane and Mr. Smith, who had served
previously? 1n the absence of positive evi-
dence, thero appears to be but one answer to
this question. The opinion of all the mem-
berswere known in Congress. In the course of
debate new views had been presented, which
must have been received with genera! appro-
bation. A majority of tho commitiee were
the advocates of these views,and the member
by whom they were presented to the Huuse
was selected as the chairman. There is noth-
ing improbable or ont of the usual course of
proceeding in this. Indeed the prompt ac-
tion of the Committee and of Congress goes
very fur to confirm it.

On the 11th of July. (two days afier the
reference,) Mr, Carrington reported the or-
dinance for the Covernment of the territory
of thuo United States northwest of the river
Ohio. The ordinance was read a secod time
on the I2th, (and amended, as stated below ;)
and on the 13th it was read & third time, and
passed by the unanimous vote of the eight
State present in the Congress.

On the passage, the yeas and nays (being
required by Mr. Yates) were asfollows:

New j[i'“h}s.\'»"ﬂ.r{‘ (.—\bs-'nt.)
Massachusetts Mr. Holton, aye.
Mr. Dane, aye.
(Absent.)
(Absent.)

Rhode [sland

Connecticut

and free male inhabiants, of full age, whithin
the said district. Vpon giving due pmoi'|
thereof 10 the Govrna, they shall receive au-
thority, with timeanc place, to elect represen- |
tatives from their canties or townships as|
aforsaid, to 1epresert them in (zencral As-
sembly : provided, tlat for every five hun-
dred free malo inhabtants there shall be one
representative, and & on progressively with
the nuraber of frec nale inhabitants shall the
right of reprcsentaion, increase, until the
number of ropresenidives amount to twenty-
five: after which th/ namber and proportion
of representatives smll be regulated by tae
Legislatare: providd, that no person shall be
eligiblo or qualified @ act as a representative
unless he shall be a dtizen of one of the Uni.-
ted States, or have r@ided within such district |
three years, and sbdl likewise hold. in his
own right, in fee sinple, two hundred acres |
of land withiu the same; provided, also a
frechold cr life estat in fifty acres of land in
the said district, if acitizen of any of the Un-
ited States, and twoyears’ residence, if a for-
eigner, inaddition, zall be neeessary to quul-
ify a mman as electorfor the said representa. |
tive.

The representatives thuselected shall serve
for the term ¢f two goars, and, in case of the
death of representaic; or removal from offi- |
ce, the Governor sbil irsue a writ to the coun-
ty orwownship for xhich he was a member to
elect nnother in hissead to serve for the resi-
due nt' the time.

Tlhe generul Assepbly shall consist of the
' Governor, a Legislawe Council to consist of
five members, to be apointed by the United
States in Congress asembled, to contizve in
office during leasure any threeof whom 10
be a quorum, and a bbuse of Representatives
who shall have a legilative authority eom-
{ plete in all cases forve good government of
said district : providd, that no act of the saidl
(ieneral Assembly shil be construed to af-
fect any lands the poperty of the United
States : and providediurther, that the lands
' of the non-resident poprietors shall in no in-

|

| stunce be tuked hider as thelands of resi-
, dence. _
. All bills shal! origiinate indifferently eith-

Ler in the Coancil of bouse of Representatives
und, having been pssed by a majority in
| both Houses, shall bareforred to the Govern-
or for his aseent, af4a obtaining which thoy
' shall becomplete am valid. but no bill or
[ legislative act whateershall bo valid or of
any force without litassent.

" The Governor sha have power to convene
| prorogue or cissolvethe General Assembly
when in hir opinionit shall be expedient.

The said inhabitans or settiers shall be sub-
ject to pay a part, of he Federal debts, con-
tracted or to he contacted, and to bear a pro-
ional part of the »urdens of «the Govern-
ment, Lo be apportioed on them by Congres
according to the sam common rule and meas-
ure by which opporbonment thereof shall be
made on the other Sates.

Tho Governor, Juges, Legislative Coun-
cil, Seerotary, and sch other officers as Con-
gress shall at any the think proper to ap-|
pointin such districtshall take an oath or|
afiirmrtion of fidelit; the Governor before |
the P’resident ot Corrress, and all other offi-
cers before tho (Govecrnor, prescribed on the '
27th of January, 175, to the Secretary at
War, mutatus nutanes.

Wlensoeverany € the said States shall
have of free inhgbilats as many as are equal
in number to the on-thirteenth part of the

| citizens of the origial States, to be computed -

from the last enurmeation,such State shall be

any | #dmitted by its deleates into the Congressof |

Ap-il 1Ts L and thoame are hereby annciled

ard repealed. |

Snch was the ordiance for the government

the veas and nays were required by Mr. Ber. | in Congress assembled, that there shall be ap- | of the Western Tentory when it was order- | onvc
| poited, from time totime, a Governor, whose | dered to a third reding onthe 10th of My,
| commiasion ghall continue in force for the| 17%7.

Cduly convicted s Procdded alicays,

 was present and voted in the Convention on
| the 12th July, 1387,

, was occupied in settling the proportion of rep-

| delphia.

It bad thennhade no furtler progress |

New Yorl Mr. Smith, aye.
Mr. Haring, aye.
Mr. Yates, aye.

New Jersey Mr. Clark, aye.

Mr. Schureman, aye.
( Absent)
Mr. Kearney, aye.
Mr. Mitheli, aye.
(Absent.
Mr. tirayson, aye.
Mr. R. H. Lee, aye.
Mr. Carrington, aye.
Mr. Blount, aye.
Mr. Hawkins, aye.
AMr. Kean, aye.
Mr. Huger, aye.
Mr. Few, aye,
Mr. Pierce,aye.

It appears, then, that, instad of having
““this ordinance under deliberation and revi-

Pennsyleannia
Delaware

Maryland
] '-"fjlr'm't{
7
North Curolina
South Carvlina

(:'t"-!'-_, 11,

ative to descents and dower shall remain in
full force until altered by the "Legislature of
the district. And until the Governor and
Judges shall adopt laws as hercinafter men-
tioned, estates in the said territory may be de-
vised or bequeathed by wills in writing, sign-
ed and sealed by him or her in whom the es-
tate may be, (being of full 2ge,) and attested
by three witnesses; and real estates may be
conveyed by lease and release, or bargain
and sale, signed, sealed, aud delivered by the
person, being of full age, in whom the estsate
may be, and attested by two witnesses, pro-
vided such wills be duly proved, and such
conveyanres be acknowledged, or the oxecn-
tion thereofuly proved, and be recorded
within one r after proper; magistrates,
courts, and registers shall be appeinted for
that purpose; and personal property may be
transferred by delivery, saving however to
the [inhabitants of Kaskaskies and Post Vin-
cent| French and Canadian inhabitants, and
other settlers of the Kaskaskies, Saint Vin-
cent’s, and the neighboring villages who have
heretofore professed themselves citizens of
Virginia, their laws and customs now in
force among them relative to the descents and
conveyance of property.

Be it ordained by the authority aforesaid,
Thatthereshall be appointed from timeto time,
by Congress, a Governor, whose commission
shall continue in force for the term of three
years, unless sooner rovoked by Congress;
be shall resido in the district, and havo a
freehold estate therein, in one thousand acres
of land, while in the exercis> of his office.

There shall be appointed from time to time,
by Congress, a Secretary, whose commission
shall continue in force for four years, unless
sooncr revoked ; heshall reside in the dis-
trict, and have a frechold estate therein, in
five hundred acres of land, while in the exer-
ciseof hisoffice. Itshall be his dutyto keep
and preserve the acts and laws passed by the
Legislature, und the public records of the dis-
trict, and the proccedings of the Governor, in
his executive department, and transmit au-
thentic copies of such acts and proceeding ev-

| ery six months to tho Secretary of Congross.

There shall also be appointed a Court to con-
sist of three judges, pay two of whom to
form a court. who shall bave a common law
jurisdiction, and reside inthe district, and
bave each therein a frechold estatein five
hundred acres ofland, while in the exercise
of their offices, and their commissions shall
continue in foece during good behavior.

The Governor and Judges, ora majority of

sion for three years and six months,” in five
days it was pussed through all the forms of
legisiation—the reference, the action of the
committee, the report, the three several rea.
dings, the discussion and amendment by Con-
gress, and the tinal passage.

On the 12 ot July, (us nbove stated,) Mr.

| Dane offered the following amendment, which

was adopted as the sixth of the articles of |

Fhie compuct : !

wi

rf A -‘-‘--"F.'
slavery nor inv

A Thero sha!ll be neither

vuntary servitude in the said
san in the punishment
e party shall have been |
That any
person escapung into the same, from whom la
bor or scrvice is chumed in any of the origi-
nal States, such tugitive may belawlully re-
cinimed i conveyed to the person claiming

eyt (L @

ot crimes whereot th

Lits or her lahor or service, us aforesuid.” !
Fhis Lad, in part, been presented by Mr,

Jedorson in 1784, and again by Mr. King in |

| The ussertion that this elanse, “as it

tew exists in the ordinance,” was “proposed l
amd carried by Mr. King, when neither Jef-!
fetson nor Dane was present,” is singularly
incorrecet,  In the proposition submitted by |
Mo Wingan 1755, (which was never after-
wirds called up in Congress, ) there was no
provision tor reclaiming fugitives; and with-
out such a provision it could not have been '

cearried at all; Lesides, the elause, “us it now !

exists in the ordinance,” was proposed oy Mr-
Dane on the l2th ot July, 17587, and carried
by the ununimous voice of Congress when Mr.
Ning wus not present.

Mr. King was s member of the Convention |
for traming the Federal Constitution. He

The whole of that day

resentation and direct taxation, which was
then determined as it nosw stands in the Con-
stitation, viz: *ty addingto the whole num- |
ber of tree persens, including those bound 1o |
gervice tor a term of years, and excluding In-
dians, ncvwxed, three-firths of all other persons.”

The Congress and the Conveution were
both in session_at atthe same time in Paila-
There was of course free intere-
change of opinion between the members of
the two budies. Tothis may be attributed |
the adoption or the sane day of'theclause in
the ordinance tud the ¢Jause in the Constitu-
tion.

The accompanying copy of the ordinance

| and he shall proceedsfrom time to time,

them, shall adopt and publishin the district
such laws of the original States, criminal and
civil,, a8 may be necessary and best suited to
the ciicumstunces of the district, and report
them to Congress from time to time, which
laws shall bo in torce in the district until the
the organigation of the General Assembly
therein, unless disapproved of by Congress ;
but afterwards the Legislature shall have au-

| thority to alter them as they shall think fit.

Tbe Governor for the timoe being shall be
commander-in-chief of the militia, appoint
and coramission all officers in the same be-

low the rank of general officers; all ceveRAL

oflicers [above that nmf;] shall by appointed
and commissioned by Congress.

Previous to the organization of the Gener-
al Assembly, the Governor shall appoint such
magirtrates and other civil officers, in vach

| county or township, as he shall find necessa-

ry for the preservation of peace and good or-
der in the same. After the General Assem.
bly shall be organized, the powera and duties
of magistrates and other civil officers shall be

 regulated and defined by the said Assembly ;

but all magistrates and other civil officers,
not herein otherwise directed, shall, during
the continuance of this temporaay govern-
ment, be appointed by the Governor.

For the prevention of crimes and injuries,
the luws to be adopted or made shall bhave
torcein all purts of the district, and for the
execution of process, criminal and civil, the
Governor shull make proper division thereot ;
ns
circumstances may require, to lay out the
parts of the district in which the Indian ti-
tles shall have been extinguished into coun-
ties and townships, subject, however, to such
alterations as may thercalter be made by the
Legislature.

So soon ag there shall bo five thousand
free male inhabitants, ot full age, in the dis-
trict, upon giving proof thercot to the Gover-
nor, they shall r_ceive authority, with time

office, the House of Representatives shall
nominate two persons, qualified as aforesaid,
for each vacancy, and retarn their names to
Co_ngrou; one of whom Congress shall op-
point and commission for the residue of the
term; and every five years, four months at
least before the exgimtion of the time of ser-
vice of the members of Council, the said
House shall nominate ten persons, qualified as
aforesaid, and return their names to Congress
five of whom Congress shall appoint and
commission to serve as members of the Conn-
cilfive years, unless sooner removed. And the
Governor, Legislative Council, and House of
Ropresentatives, shall have authority to make
lawsin all casos for the good government of
the district, not repugnant to the principles
and articles in this ordinance established and
declured. And all bills having passed by a
majority in the House, and by a majority in
the Council, shall be referred to the Goveraor
for bis assent; but no bill or legislative act
whatever shall be of any force without his as-
sent. The Governor shall have power to
convene, prorogue, and dissolve the (General
Assembly, when in his opinion it shall be ox-
pedient. -
The Governor, Judges, Legislative Coun-
cil, Secretary, and such other officers as Con-
gress shall appoint the district, shall take an
oath or affirmation of fidelity and of office,
the Governor before the President of Con-
gress, and all other officers before the Gover-
nor. As soon as a Legislature shall be form-
ed in the district, the Council and House, as-
uem_bied in one room, shull bave authority
by joint ballot to clect a delegate to Congress,
who shall have a seatin Congress, with &
right ot debating, but not of voting,; during
this temporary governmeut.

And for exteuding [to all parts of the Con-
féderacy] the fundamental principles of civil
and religions liberty, which form the basis
whereon these Republics, their laws and con-
sutations ure erected: to fix and establish
those principles as the basis of all laws, con-
stitations, and governments, which forever
hereafter shall be formed in the said territo-
ry; to provide also for the establishment of
Ntutes, and permancnt g.vernment thercin,
and for their admission to a share in th.: Fed-
eral Councils on an equal footing with the
original States, at as early periods asmay be
consistent with the general interest :

It is hereby ordained and declared by the au-
thordy aforesaid ;  That the following artic-
les shall be considered as articles of compact
between the original States and the People
and States in the said territory, and forever

remain unalterable, unless by common con--
sent, towit: -

Article the First. No person demeaning
himselfin peaceable and orderly manner, shall
ever be molested on account of his mode of
worship or religious ‘sentiments in the said
territory.

Artiele the Second.  The inhabitants of the
said territory shal. always be entitled to the
benefits of the writ of habeas corpus and of the
trial by jury; of a proportionate representa-
tion of the people in the Legislature, and of
judicial proceedings according to the course
of the common law ; all persons shall be bail-
able unless for capital offences, where the
proof shall be evident or the presumnpt on
great; all fines shall be moderate, and no
crucl unusual panishments shall be inflicted ;
no man shall be deprived of hisliberty, or of
property but by the jndgement of hir puers, or
the luw of the land; and sheuld the publie
exigencies makeit necessary for the common
preservat on 10 take any person’s property,
or to demand his particular services, tull com-
pensation shall be made for tha same; and,
i the just presergation of rights and proper-
ty,itis understood and declared that no law
onght everto be made or have force in the

' said territury that.shall in any manner what-

ever interfere with or affect private contracts

| or engagements, bona fide and without fraud

!

and place, to ¢lece Representatives from their
counties or townships, to represent them in
the General Assembly ; provided that,for ev-

previously formed.

Articlethe Third. [ Institutions for the promo=
tion of ] religion, [and] morality, AND KNOWL-
EDGE, BEING NECENSARY TO G0OD GOVERNMENT
AND THE HAPPINESS 0OF MANKIND, schools and
the menns of education shall forever be en-
couraged, [AND ALL PEKSONS WHILE YOUNG
SITALL BE TAUGHT 8OME USEFUL OCCUPATION.]
Tho utmost good faith shall always be obser-
ved towards the Indians; their lands and pro-
perty shall never bo taken from them without
their consent; and in their property, rights,
and liberty they never shall be invaded or
disturbed, unlesa in just and lawful wars aa-
thorized by Congress; but laws founded in
justice and humanity shall from time to time

ery five bundred frece male inhabitants, thero | be mude, for pre venting, wrongs being done
shall be one representative, and so on pro- | to them, und tor preserving peace and friend-
ressively with the number of free mule in- | ship with them.

(r
hubiumls shall the right of representation in-

Articlethe Fourth. Theraid territory and the

crease, until the number of representatives [ States which may be formed therein, shall

shall amount to twenty-tive, alter which the | forever remain a part ot this Confede
number and proportion ot representatives | the United States of America, subjec

cy of
tl!o the

shows the ameadments made in Congress on shull be regulated by the Legislature; pro- | articles of Confederation, and to such aliera-

the 11th,  Allthat was struck out is printed
in [ifalees.] what was inserted 18 in sMALL cAP-
rtats.  Thereader on comparing th's with

the principier on wlich “its wisdom and

: . = wme  rests” woere  first presented by Mr.
as | the United Swates: rovided the consent «of 11}:‘:_:_5“1". 11: H et prese e
] . . . i A Lo,
| 80 many States in Cngress is firet obtaine 1! -
as may at that timeb competent to such ad- AN CRUINANCE FORTIE GEVERNMENT OF TIE
| tnassio n. IVRRITORY 0P TUE UNITED STATES, NURTH-
\ Beeooesd, Thut th reselutions of the 25 1 of Wi T 0F THE/RUS KR OTHD.

Pl the Toaite T States

SN .f,t:'rp

Ilal

in

resy

T

the puspose !

1-trict :

temporary gavernment, ve
suijeet, however, to be divided
didiicls, us future circumstances
muy, in the ¢pinion ol Cungress, make it ex-

[
lu LWy

.

term of three years nnless sooner revoked bty  in theadevelopment'f those great principles | pediont.

| Congress.
|

| for which 1t haseine been distinguished as| oo U

ardiened Fa_., the L'-‘n’.’n'-l'!f'l-fy u.mn_.ca{d,

There shall be appoin[ed by U(\ngrpgs' from ! vigne of the gmalesrnonnmcnl.a ot civil _iUTiS- : That the estiates both ol resident and non-res-

‘time to time, a Secrqtary, whose commission | prudence.”

shall continue in force for four years, unless
sooner revoked by Congress. It shall be his

| equal distribation oestates.
of extending th

It m#e no provision for the |
Ivsaid nothing'
fudamental princinles o: |
duty to keep and preserve the acts and laws | civil and religiousliberty—nothing of the |

ident propri€iors in the said territery, dying
intestuie, sinlldescend to wnd be distributed
amone thewrshi'dren and the descendants of
A decensod anld in equal parts, the descen-

presed by the Genernl.Assembiy, and public| rizhts of conscient, knowledge, or eduea- dantsota decused chial oe grund-child to

| recoras of the district, and of the proceedings  tion.

| ot the Guvernorin his execntive department,
' and trensmit theauthentic copies of such acts
| und proceedingsevery six months to the Se-
cretary of Congress.

There shull also be appointed a coart, to
consist of three judges, any two of whom shall
(orm a court, who shall have common law
jurisdiction whose commissions shall continue
i furce during good bebarior.

And, to secure the rights of personal liber-
ty und property 1o the inbabituats and others
purchusers in the said districis, it is hereby

ordained that the inhabitants of sach district

It did not catain the articles of com-
pact, which were t remain unaltered furever

| unless by common pnsent.

| Ve now come tohe time when these great

prfm_-ip!cs were fird broueht forward.

On the 9th of Jul, 1757, the ordinanec was

aguin referred.  ‘lle committee now consis-
ted of Mr. Carrintd, of Virginia, Mr. Darne,.
of Massactusetts, ¥ R, H. Lee, of Virginin.
Mr. Kean, of South’arolina, and Mr. Smith
of New York: Mr[arrington, M_ Lee, and
Mr. Hean, the newnembers, were a mrjori-
iy.

"This committee {d not “merely reviso the

take the shave of their deccased parent in
cyual parts among them; and where there
1 shid be no thidren or aescendants, then in
Perual partsto the next of'king in eqnal de-
Pgree; aud emong colluterials the children of
a decensed vrother or sister of the intestae
shall buve lhequal parts among them thewr
deceased pirent’s susre, AND THERE SITALL
IN No CasH B A MSTINCTION
DRED OF T WHOLE AND HALF AL0OD ; saving
[in all cas 9to the widow of'ihe intertate ber
third part ¢t the real estate for lite, and [where
there shall e na chiddren Qf‘!nfr.‘sfrlf(:] one-third
purt ut 1hu|-er5uuul estate ; and this law rel-

That the suid territory, for

BETWEEN Kis- |

| the 12th of July to Mr. Carrington's report of vided that no person shall be eligible or quali- | tions therein as shall be constitutionally made;

| fied to act as a represeuntative unless he shall | and, to all the aets and ordinances of the Uni-

| States three yearsand be a resident

likewisc hold in his own right,in fee simple,

two hundred acres ot land within the same:
| Provided also, that a frechold in fifty acres
of tandin the district, baving been a citizen

of one vf the States, and being vesident in the

distriet, or the like frechold and two years’
"resivdernce in the distriet, shail be  neece-sa-
ry toqualily a man as an elector ot o repres
sentative. )

I'be Representatives thus elected shall serve

Jeutk of the representative, orremoval from
office, the Governor ghall issuea writto the
county or township for which he wag u mem-
ber Lo electunother in his stead, to serve for
the residue of the term.

The (ieneral Assembly, or Legislature,
shall consist of the Governor, lLegislative
Coancil, and a House of Representutives.—
The Legisiative Council shall consist ot five
mcmbers, continge in office five yerrs, nnless
svoner removed by Cungress, any three of
whom to te a quorum, and the mmembers of
the Council sbull be nominated and appoint-
ed in the foilowing manner, to wit: As soon
as the Represeniatives shall be elevted. tue
Giovernor shall appoint a ume and place lor

shall nominate ten persons, residents i the
district, and each posressed of a frechold in
| tive hundred acres of land, and return their
names to Congress; five of whom Congress
shall appoint and commission to serve s
aloresaid; and whenever a vacancy shall hap-
| pen in the Council, by death or removal {rom

them to meet together, and, when mel, they |

have been a citizen of one of the United | ted States n Congress aesembled, conformae
in the | ble thereto.
the plans presicusly reported by M. .}Lﬂ'cr-| di“r.'“’ or uvnless he S]I!l“ have resided inthe ! the s-u:'.'! ter'r‘?'::r}' ehall be suljecr 1o puy” a

su and by Mr Jolnson, wiil see that most of | district three years, and in vither casce shall | part of the Federal debts, contracted or o be

The inhabitants snd scttlors in

contracted, and a proportional part of the ex-
peuses of Government, to be apportioned on
them by Congress, according to the same
common rule and measure by which appor
tionments thereot shall be made on the other
States; and the taxes for paying their propor-
tion shall be luid and levied by the authority
und direction of the Legislatures of the dis-

for the term of two yeurs, and, in cuso of the |

trict or districts, or new States, as in the oriﬁi-
pal Stites, witlin the time ugrecd up.u by
the United States in Congress ussembled.—

HIhie Legislatures of those districts, or new

States, stull never interfere wilth the primary
disposal ot the suil by the United Stutes.in
Cunyres assembied, nor with any regulations
Congress may find necessary for secaring the
title in such soil to the bona fide purchasers.
No tux shall be imposed on lands the proper-
ty of the United Siates;and in no camse shall
non resident proprietors be taxed higher than
residents,  The navagable waters leading in-
10 the M ssissippi and St. Lawrence and the
carrying places between the same shall be
commoén highways, and forever free, as well
to the inhabituvts of the said territory u8
to the wtizens of the United Stutes, nud those
of uny other States thut may be admitted in-
to the Confederacy, without uny tax, iwnpost,
or duty theretor, ‘
Article the Fijth. Thore ghull bé formed in

the said territory not less than three nor more
than five States, aswsoon as Virginia shall al-
ter her act of cession and [authorz¢] CONSENT
1) the same, shal' become tixed and establish-

| vd as follows, to-wit: The westeru Siute in




