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RATES OF ADVERTISING IN THE PATRIOT.

Oxw dollar per square for the first week, and twenty-
five cents for every week thereaflor.” TWrLvE LINRS OR
Lass making a square Deductions made in favoer of
standing matter as follows: '

3 montTHs., 6 moNTHS. ] TYRAR
Oae square,.......... $350...... $560...... $8 00
Twosjuares,........ y [ S 1000...... 14 00
Three “ ......... 1000,..... 16 00...... 20 00

:I—ncolnﬁ Declnﬁnﬂon of War Accep-
ted.

THE ACT OF CONGRESS IN FULL.

MontaoMERY, ALA., March 6, 1861.

Thbe following Act hus been passed by the
Congress of the Confederate States in seoret
session. The injunction of secrecy bas been
removed therefrom :

An act recogunizing the existence of war b n
the United States and the Confederate States, and con-
oerning letters of Marque, prises and prize Goods.

Wuereas, The earnest efforts made by
this Government Lo establish friendly rela-
{ations between the Government of the Uni-
ted States and the Confederate States, and
to settle all questions of disagreement be-
tween the two Governments upon princi-

les of right, justice, equity and good faith,
ave proved unavailing, by reason of the
refusal of the Government, of the United
States to hold any intercourse with the Com-
missioncrs appointed by this Government
for the purposes aforsaid, or to listen to any
proposal they had to make for the peacefu:
solution of all causes of difficulties between
the two governments: and, whereas, tho
President of the United States of America
has 1ssued his Proclamation, making requisi-
tion upn the States of the American Union
for 75,000 men, fur the purpose as therein
indicated of capturing forts and other strong-
holds within the jurisdiction of, and belon-
g to, the Confederate States of America,
and hus detuiled naval armuments upon the
ooasts of the Confederate Statesof Amorica,
and ruised, organized and equipped a large
military force Lo execute the purpose alfore-
said, and has issned bis other Proclamation,
andnouncing his purpose to set on fuol a |
blockade ot the ports of the Counfederate
States ; and whereas, the State of Virginia
has scceded from the Federal Union and en-
tered 1nto a convention of alliance, offensive
and defensive, with the Confederate States,
and hus ndopted tho Provisional Constitu-
tion of the said States, and the Statos of Ma-
ryland, North Carolina, Teunncssee, Kentue-
ky, Aikansus, and Missouri have refused,
and 1t 18 believed that the State of Delaware
and the inhaubitants of the 'Territories of
Arizona and New Mexico, and the Indian
Territory svuth of Kaneae, will refuse to co-
operute with the Government of the United |
Btates in these acia of hostilities and wantoa |
aggre-sion, which are peinly intenced to
overawse, oppress, sud finally subjugate the
people ot the Confederate Btates ; and where-
a3, by Lue aote snd means aforeaid war exists
between the Cosfederste Btates and the
Governmens of the Unived Biates, and the
States and Territories thereof, emcept the
States of Eerylead, Morth Carcling, Toeanee-
see, Kentochy, Ariasem, Bieseuri, sad De-
lawure, asd she Torviterianm of Arisone snd
New Mowios, amd the Indian Terrivory aouth
of Kaness : Thasefure.

Sxction 1. The C of the Confeder-
ate Baben of America do smact, That 1he
Presideas of the Confuderate Sraten o hote-
by authorised 10 wes the whole 1and and ne-
val foroe of the Cenfederated Swtes 10 meet
the war 1has commesced, sad to esue 1o

rivale arened vessmela comwmievions, or let-
ers of marque emd gener.d reprisal, in such
form as be ehall Wisk proper, under ihe
soal i the Cenlederate Braves ageinet the
vessels, goods and effecte of the Government
of the United Btases, and of the citisens or
inbabitania of the Btateq and Territories
thereof, eacept the Siates and Territories
bercinbefors named: Provided, however,
that pmperty of the enemy (unless it be
contraband of war) laden on board a neutral
vessel, shall not be subject to svizure unuder
this Act: And provided further, That ves-
sels vf-Lhe citizens or inhabitants of the Uni-
ted States, now in the porta of the Confeder-
ate Sintes, except such as have been since
the 5th of April last, or way hereafter be,
in the service of the Government ot the Uni-
ted Stutes, shall be allowed thirty duys after
the publication of this Act 10 leavo said ports
and reach their dostination ; and such ves-
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séls’ and’ theéir cargoes, excepling articles'
cortraband of wir, shall not be sabject to
captdre under this Aot, daring - suid period,
unless they whall have provieuely reached
the destinution for whien ‘they were bound
on leaving said

Sko. 2. That the President of the Confed-
erate States shall be, and he is thereby au
thorized and empowered (o revoke and an-
nual, at pleasure, all letters of marque and
reprisal which be may at any time grant
perruant to this Act.

Seo. 3. Tuat all persons applying f.r lot-
ters of murque and reprisal, pursnant to thix

suitable dencription of the tonnage and force
of the vessels, and tho name and place of
re-idence of each owner concorned therein,
and the intended nomber of the crew ; which
statement shull be signed by the person or
persons making suth application, and filed
with the Secretary ot Stato, or shall be de-
livered to any officer or person who shall
be 'em‘ploied to deliver out such commirsions

to be by him transmitted to the Secretary of
State.

Seo. 4. That bofore any commis«ion or
letters of marque and and reprisal shall be
ingued as foresaid, the owner or owners of
the slip or vessel for which the same shall
be requested, and the commander thereof
for tbe time being, shall  give bond to the
Confederate Stutos, with at least two respon-
sible suretics, not interested in such vessel,
in the penal sum of fivo thousand dollars ; or
if such veesel be provided with more than
one hundred and fifty men, then in the ponal
sum of ten thonsand dollars ; with conditions
that the owners, officers and crew who, shall
be em|110{ed on board of ruch commi-siened
vensels, shall and will observe the laws of the
Confedorate States and ‘- the - instructions
which ehall be given them according to law,
for the reganlation of their conduct ; and wili
satisfy all dumagos and injaries which shall
be done or committed contrary to the tenor
thereof, by such vessel, during her commis.
sion, and to deliver up the samo when revo-

ked by thre President of the Confederato
States.

Sec. 5. That all captures and prizes of |
vesscls and projerty shall be foifeited, and |
ghall accrue to the owners, officers and crows
of tho vessels by whom such captur’s and
prizes shull be made; and on due condemna-
tion h:d, shull be distribated according to |
any written agreement whih shall be made |
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Act, rhall siate in writing the name, and a| livered into the custody of the Marshal of the
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"in ‘'which they shall be finally decided, shall
and may decree restitution, in whgle or in
part, w{an the capture shall have been made
without jist cause. And if made without
probable eause, may order and decree dama-
ges add costs to the party injured, for which
the awners and commanders of the vessels
making such captorc, and also the vessels
shall ve liable. '

Seo. 8. That all persons found on board
any captured veasel, or on board any recap-
tured vesdel, shall be reported to the Coliec-
tor of the port in the Confeierate States, in
which they shall first arrive, and sball be de-

District, or some coart cr military officer of
the Counfederate State, or ot any State in or
near such port, who shall take charge of their

xafe keeping and support, at the expense ot
tho Cuntederate States.

SEC. 9. That the President of the Confed-
erate Biates is hereby muthorized to establish
und order suitable instructions for the better
governing and directing the conduct of the
vessels so commigsioned, their officers and
crews, copies of which shali be delivered, by
the collecvor of the customs, to the comman-
ders, when they shall give bond as before
provided.

Stc. 10. That a bounty shall be paid by
the Confederate States of $20 for each per-
sou on board any armed ship or vessel, be-
longing to the Y}nited States, at the com-
mencement of an engagement, which shall be
burnt, sunk or destroyed by avy vessel com-
missioned as aforesaid, which shall be of
equal or inferior force, the same to be divi-
ded af in other cases of prize money—and a
bounty of 8256 shall be paid the owners, offi-
cers and crews of the private armed vessels,
commissioned as aforesaid, for each and eve-
Ty prisoner by them oaptured and brought
into port, and delivered to an agent author-
ized 10 receive them, in any port of the Con-
federate Scates; and the Secretary of the
Treasury is hereby authorized to pay or
cause (0 be paid to the owners, officers and
crews of sach private armed vesscls, commis-
sioued as aforesaid, or ibeir agent, the boun-
ties herein provided.

Sec. 11. That the Commanding Officer of
every vessel having a commission, or letlers
of marque and reprizal, during the present
hostilities between tho Counfederate States
and the United Sintew, shull keepa regular
journal, containing a truo and exact account
ot his daily proceedings and transactions

buotween them ; and if there be no such writ-
ten agreement, then one moiety to the ow-
ners, and the other moiety to the officers and |
crew, a8 nearly as may be according to the |
rules proscribed for the distribution of prize |
monoy, by the laws of the Couf’ederatof
States.

Sec. 6. That all veswels, goods and effects, |
and property of any citizen of tho Confeder-
ato States, or of persons resident within and |
under the protection of the Cenfederate
States, or of persons perruanenty within the
territories, and ucder the protection of any |
forcign prince, government or State in amity
with the Confederate States, which shull.'
have been captared by the United States, |
and which shal! be recaptured by vessels
commissioned as aforsaid, shall be restored
to the lawtul owners, upon payment by them
of » just &nd reasonable salvage, to be deter-
mined by the mutuval agrecement of the par- |
ties concerned, or by the decree of any court !
having jurisdiction, according to the nature
of each, case, agreeably to the provisions es-
mblished by law. Avd such salvage shall
be digtributed among the owners, oflicers
ead crews of the vesecls commisioned as
sfergmud, avd making ench captures, accor-
diag to any written sgreement which shall
b» made between them ; aud in case of no
sach mewt, then in the maunner upeon
the principlos  hercinbefore provided in |
case of captare. l

Bmc. 7. That before breaking bulk of any
vesacls which shall be captured as foresaid, |
or other dieposal or conversion, there, or uf|
sey article which shall be found on board |
tae eams, such captured veseel, goods or ef.
fects, ahall be brought into soge port of the
Confederate States, or of a nation or State in
amily with the Confederate States, and shall
be proceeded against before a competent tri-
banal ; and after condemnation and forfeiture
therecf shall belong to the owners, officers
and crew of the vessel eaptaring the same,
and be distributed as before provided; and |
in the caso of all captured vessels, goods and
effects, which sball bo brought within the |
Jurisdiction of the Counfederate Staies, the |
District Courtsof the Confederate States shall
have excluxive, original coguizance thereof,}
as in civil causes of admiralty and maritime |
jurisdiction; and the ‘said courts, or the

(ard in what manner be shall dispose of the

| with; the times and places, when and where

| been deiivered up, and & certificate obtained

courts, being courts of the Confederate States, !

into which sach causes shall be removed, and | ed, or relusing 1o produce and deliver such

with such vessel und the crew thereof; the

journal, commission or certifieate,. pursuant
to the preceeding section of this Act, then
and in such cases, the commissions or Let-
ters of marque and reprisal of such vessels
shall be liable to be revoked ; and such com-
mander, respectively, shall forfeit for ev-ry
sach offence the sum of $1,000, one moiety
thereof to the use of the Confederate States,
and the other to the informer.

Sko. 18. That the owners or commanders
of vessels having Letters of marque and re-
prisal as aforesaid, who ahall violate sny of
the acta of “ongress for tho collection of the
revenues of the Contederate Statos, & for the
prevention of smuggling, shall, forfait the
commissions or Letters of marque aud repri-
sal, and they and the vessels owned or com-
manded by them shall be liable toall the
penalties and forfeitures uttaching to mer-
chant vessels in like cases.

Skc. 14. That on all goods, wares and
merchandise captared and made good and
lawful prize of war, by aany private armed
ship baving commission or Lettera of marque
and reprisal under this act, and brought in-
to the Confederate Stutes, thero shall be al-
lowed a deduction of 33 1-3 per cent on the
amount of duties imposed by law.

8ec. 15. That five per centum on the net
amount (after deducting all charges and ex-
penditures) of the prize money arising from
captured vessels and cargoes, on the net
amount of tho salvago of vessels and cargoes
reca[)tured by the private armed vessels of
the Confederate States, shall be secared and
paid ovor to the Collector or other chief offi-
cers of the customs, at the port or place in
the Confederate States at which such cap-
tured or re-captured vessels may arrive, or to
the consul or other public agent of the Con-
foderate States, residiog at the port of place,
not within the Confederate States, at which
such recaptured vessel may arrive. And
the moneys arising therefrom shall be held
and are hercby pledged by the Government
of the Confederate States as a fund for the
support and maintenance of the widows and
orphans of such persons as may be slain, and
for the suport and maintenance of such per-
sons as be wounded and disabied on board of
the private armed vessel commissioned us
aforesaid, in any engagement with tho ene-
my, to be assigned aud distributed in such
manoer as shull hereafter be provided by
law,.

Terrible Tragedy at St. Louls.
S1. Liouts, Mo., May 12.—Auother terrible
tragedy wus enactad here last night.  Astine

ports and p'aces he shall put into, or cast
anchorin; the time of his stay there, and

| the cause thereof; the prizes he shall take, |

aud the nature aud probable value tvereof;
the times and places, when and where taken,

same; the ships or vessels he shall fall in

he shall meet with them, and his observations |
and rewarks thereon; ulso, of whatever else
shall oceur to him, or any of his officers or
murines, or be discovered by examination or
conference with any marinetjor passengers of,
or ip any other suips or vessels, or by uny
otber means, touching the fleets, vessels and
forces of the United States; their posts and
places of station and destinution, strength,
numbers, intents und designs; and such
commanding officer shall, immcdiately on
his arvival 10 any port of the Confederate
Stutes, from or during the coatinuance of
any voyage, or cruise, produce his commis-
stun for suc' vessel, and deliver up such jour-
nul so kept as aforesaid, signed with his
proper name and handwriting w the collec-
tor or other chief officer of the custums at or
uearest to such port; the trath of which jour-
nal shall be verified by the oath of the com.-
mauding officer fur the time being, and such !
collector or other chiefofficer of the customs !
chall, immediately on the arrival of such ves- |
sel, crder the proper officer of the ¢customs to
go on board and take an account of the offi-
cers and men, the number and nature of the
guns, and whatever else sball ocecur to him
on examination, ma erial to be known; and
no such vessel shuil be permitted to sail out
of port again until sucn journal shall have

under the hand of such collector or other |
chief officer of the customs, that she is man- |
n2d and armed according to her commigsion ; |
and upon dulivery of such certificate, any for-
mer certificate of a like naturo which shall
have been obtsined by the commander of
such vessel, sball e delivered up.

Skc. 12. That tho commanders of vessels
baving Letters of marque and reprisal, as|

alovesaid, negiccling w keep a journal anl

aforesaid, or wilfuily making fraadulent en-!

any materal trausactivns therein, where the
interest of the Coufederate Stute is concern-

' was thrown into great confusion.

tries therein, or obliterating the record of |

Home Giards were marching through the
streets, they were followed by an immense
crowd, who hooted and hissed at the hireling
soldiery, During the excitement,a boy dis-
charged a pistol 1o their rear, frightening the
poor creaturo very much. The company fir-
edupon the crowd, and their whole column
Becoming
totally disordered, and breaking ranks, they
fired down their own lino as well as among
the crowd on the sidewalks. Four of the
soldiers and four citizens were killed, and &
great many wounded. Tho wildest excite-
ment prevailed.

Gen. Harney, (the same who was taken
orisoner at Ha:por's Ferry a fow days siwce,)
as 1ssued his proclamation. Io exprosses
much regrot at the existing state of things,

| #and eays thut the military under his com-

mand will only be used in the last extre-
mity. He bopes that he will not be compell-

ed to resort 1o martial law.

The #urrender of Cuinp Jackson had caus-

ed great excitrment in the Legislature now

in session. The Bill for arming the State
has passcd both Houses. The State Treasu-
ry has been removed, as well as all the pow-
der purchased by the State. The citizens
are everywhere enroliing themselves into a
Home Gnard in obedience to a special ca!l of

| Gov. Jackson.

One thousand Illinnis mercenaries are sta-
tioned at a place called Caseyville, oaly seven
milea distant from St. Louis.

HaArTtrorp. May 3.—The Lexislature un-
aninously passed this morning a bill appro-
prating 82,000,000 for the organization aad
eqnipment of a volunteer militia; and to

rovide for the pullic defence. It provides
or ten regiments of volunteers, and for the
payment of 810 per month to each man, ia
addition to tbe regular pay.

Masonic Secession.—At a convocation of
the Chapter of Royal Arch Muascns of the
State ot Georgia, which clored il8 gess.on im
A ugusla on tbe 26th ultimo, the following
rosolution was npunimously adopted:

Resolved, That the conncxion herctofore
existing between the Grand Chapter of Roy-
g8l Arch Murons of the Siate of Georgia and
the General Grand Chupter of the late Uni-
ted States of Amcrica be and the same is
heroby dissolved.




