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mhmee l:ler Hp ﬂmﬂ ]‘ e Toom, ur-'nmrd wua severe dgmn-
Enough! was it not mm _eanse that, his mppd‘ haviog been hp&
huﬂwuwhngﬂ&tlhmrhﬂal weiting so long, it, was all as dry
pain, ns clearly defined as s toothache? | chips. Donuldtbonghtitmightmwf.l
Aud then, with a swilt chaip of féel- | ha¥e been chips indeed, 5o far as be was
ing, she wod {illed with W at Gray. | concerned,
With all the tender pity that spoke in | . The guests of the establishment were
his cyes, she knew that in beart be | all guthered in the parior, some sunguine |
was exulting that, in- this first hour of | spirits. having arranged a musical and |
their mecting, her hasband had left her | literary éntertainment for the evening
to seek Hnoiber wouman: that he was | Promising equeaks of a violin 35' the
cven glad of her pazin, hnpfuk it wog.ld andience that the instroment vwas peing |
turn Ler the mere to him tuned for their pleasure. and presently
“Look here, Gray." g}gwa gbrupﬁy. the performer made thew a neat livtlo |
standiug still, *1 ‘want ‘you o go away | Specch, in which he said that ke very |
at oncs.” Go to. Californig—Alaska— | ach regretted that the piano wpon |
anywheére, so long as you (o ° which ho mnst depeund forhis acoompant -l
“wMy dostor told 128 to suly in Cq‘ uient was tliree tones below concert piteh, |
radn,” be m)ﬂny retoriedl., As he Iu“i bnit on an occasion hke that he ‘.h()u;;l.ﬂ
cleverly caleniuled, she was immeldinte-
Iy softened somewhat by this allusion to

it behooved each one to do bis part, e |
gardless of moall drawbacks HeWid Lis
his weakness. Toé drive him  away, ptr- | manfally, and planged the company into
hap= to die among stravgers, there diJ | the deepest gloom with the “‘Miserere”
secmn a ceftain cruelty about it. Yet | from “Il Trovatore,” When the applause |
‘ht-rg was no ultl.'m:lti7{3 I hll‘.l En‘Uhi!l('(]. “L.Ch wns somew hnt un
“DBut there are other places.” she sug- | duly estended, owing to a tendency on
gested,- géntly. “Twmere is Colorndo | the part of a few | .;m-l natured people to
Springs—a lovely place. So many péo- | epcourago an encore, wlich weakness
ple go there,” | had to be si¢rnly frownod down by those
“1 kpew.” earcastically; “a regulat | who Bad their wits about thoan, the
consm upnves' home:. [ stopped over | WADASET annonnced that Miss Rose
there a day and saw the procession—each | would favor them -_»wnh a _L;.;l!n-l. Miss
spm-iuuu aboat us cheerful to look upon | Rose was a preily little maid just cmerg

| asthe truditional Jul's tarkey, thar was | {ng frow the school girl chrysalis, who

§0 poor it had to lean ngainst a fence to | S0 in a preity littlo voice a pretiy little
" goblle. 11 1t's & nice, exhilarating place | Weitz song that delighted everybody

I to go to.® There was no question aboat the envore

"Bil! there are ;rlpn t_‘- of other 1 ‘.'.IL“'ﬁ.“ . ;15,‘9 lil..!"‘ anel uext thr Yy weére informed
impaticntly. “Many pegplo prefer Culi- | that Miss Berry would Gavor them wiih

fornia.” a recitation.
“Well, 1 don't,” dogredly.  “All the : Tuis was she 'i'.'l.ou'n‘ (}:':-.J:' had dubbed
same,” his voice eoftening tonderly, *tof the antigue vonng ladv. Sbke had vover
course I'll go if YO@ 84y RO, Nita.” I rmitted herself to outgrow the cov,

Her heart, in its heaviness seeming | Dushiful manr®r of extreme youth. Ehe
starved. for teudarness, was somewliat | Was "'\“"t‘l') coy now. Bhe could not re-
touched. by the tone: her own pain liad | cite before so many—she never couid
made her pitifal.  In bis selfizh, sensaal The audienee in hor vicinity did their
fashion, as mnch as was in hin to ecare | daty like men and protested that the
| for anylody, Gray Joved her, and this | conld not excuseo ker; she must p.
now seamed the oaly love on carth ghe | them just one little recitation. A:.1
could reslly count” her own. [t wight | tius persuaded, she assumed a tragically
be wrong, but for theinstant there was @ lean and hungry look znd somewhat dis

a certain comfort in feeling that this, at | Jointedly by reason of sundry lapees of
lenst, wonld never fail her. Iu ollection, gave them ““Loc ..bk_vh..l‘ "

“Yon can see that it is best,” she said “And Mrs. Jones will pow favor us
almost tenderly. with a ballad.” the beaming manngzer

“Yes; bezt forus both that | shonld | announced, uncluously trabuing his
go—and take you with me, Nita,” with | hands

The ledy referred to leaned farther
back in her chair, slowly nnfurling her
fan, while ghe said with a langnid scorn
that called a hot flush to the cheel of the
now I know thoreason. And why should = little maid who had lately sunyg, *'I never
v-ou sulfer with it ony loegm? Lot e | sing ballads, Mr. White.”
take yoa away. Why must all your Tifs “But, rcally,” protested the discomfit-

me, dear. Yon are wpot happy, Nita; |

| bo spoiled for onemistake? Do yonknow = €1 man, falrly upset by this rebufl, I

what percemtage of all marriages nowa- | thought you eaid you would sing some-
days end in divorce? Other people cor- | taing.™

rect their blanders, aad why should “Run right along, dear. We arealiso
not you? Get a divorcs—it wiil be | fond of bullads,” chimed in an old lzdy,

usefal to promote the novelist's plot, | ™Y cnongli—and be free to enjoy | Who, being somewbat deaf, bad missed

your life in, your own way. Don't thedriftof the talk and buagived ber-
lock at me lite that, Nital Why will sclf called to encourage bashful timidity.
you not be sensible? | den't ask you'to “Mrs. Jones was educated--wholly in
h]arr}' me—1 ask ng[l;ing (ur [n.\'ﬁ{‘tlf. . the Italian school,” her husband ex-
Ounly let me take you away; let me pro- | Pluined, proudly glancing wrooud the
vide for you, and yon may live wherever | company
you like—as fas from» me aa you please.” | “Well, then, Mrs. Jones, would you
“TWhy shoald yon trouble to lie about  sing something in Italian? Legged the
it like that?" demanded Anita brusquely, | manager resignedly.

eyving bimn with flery scorn. “As if | “Just give them a bit of opera, dear- |

did not know that you &re only hoping est,” urged the fond husband. The lady
to marry me when once that conveniént = rose coudescendingly. “That is her forte
diverce is obtained! 1 wonder you are | —opera,” he continued, in a lond whis-
go ready to scheine to get hold of second | per to his nearest neighbor. *Would
band goods.™ | you believe it at a private concert lately
“Yes, | hope; why should I be nshamed | she sang eixteen pages of Norma without
to own it?" retorted Gray boldly. “Tet, | her notes.”
on my soul, dear, 1 swear that if you *1s it possible?™ cjaculated the other,
will bot leave this man—whom you  appreheusively eying the lady, who was
ddu't love and who don't love you”— | vigorously screwing up the piano stool
She drew back as if she had been struck. “Sixteen pages! Mighty Scott!” mut-
“If you will but go with me now | will | tered Gray. “I think | am going to
never ask so much as a touch of your fin- | have the nosebleed.”
gers that yon do not of yoar own accord | “Often when I get her to sing for me
offer mne.” | in hotel parlors she is taken for a pro-
““That is so likely!" her eyes blazing | fessional singer,” went on the complacent
like stars with her scorn, “when | am | confidence.
fairly black and blue mow from your | “Isuppose her style of dress™— mur
compelling embraces, when it is not an | mured the embarrageed confidante, foel-

bour since you were brutally forcing me | ing called to say something, but oppor- | -

to endure caresses that were an insult to | tunely stopping thera Mrs. Jones' style |

my womanhood " | of dress was regarded by feminine julges
Gray paled Lefore her accusation, his | as daringly loud and theatrical.

eyes shamefacedly falling. I lost con- “Yes; you would sappose her style and

trol of myself for once, Nita: but yon -manner—so quiet and retiring—would |

ought to understand and not be too bard | contradict such ideas. There is nothiny |

on me," ho said, hambly. “Can't you | professional about her appearance, bat it
believe we if [ promise that it shall | is her voice,” with blissful LO!I.I{I!IC('!\C)‘
pever occur again?' 1 “] think her voice will astonish you.”
“Qh, yes; | can well believe it will| There could be no question but that
never liappen again,” significantly eyiog | everybody was astonished at the vaice,
him with ineffable contempt. | and, incidentally, before they had dome
“1f you cared for me ever so little you | with it, at their own powers of endurance.
mwht twist me around your lifle fin-| “Bravo, bravo, my dear!” cried the !
ger,” murmured Gray tentatively. { happy partner of the voice, when at last |
*DBah! ldontcardenough for you to | the rformance came to an end, and
tonch you with a pair of tonga!™ she px- | had leave to breathe agnin.
cliiméd, furiously. “To wme you Mure | "Blt what was the song all aboutt™
nbwlntcly repulsive.” sharply demanded the old Tady of her |
vay's velvety Llack eyes were for an | neighbor.

instant brillant with passion. “What| ~“Why, we don’t exactly know, youl

possible good can it do you to try to burt | know,” uncomfortslly responded the

i ber iu sharp reprodach. “You don't mean | | know.”
' it—doun't | know your temper? But.be- AUm!" contemptucusly retorted the |
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