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By NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE

While this passed, Hester Prynne had
been standing on her pedessal still with
a fised gaze toward the stranger; so
fired a gaze that at maments of intense
absorption all other objects in the visi-
ble world seemed to vanjeh, leaving only
him and her. Such on interview per-
haps would have been mcre terrible than
even to meet hin as she now did, with
the hot, midday sun Lurning down upon
her face and lighting up its shame;
- with the scarlet token of infamy on her

breast; with the sin born infunt in her
arms; with a whole people, drawn forth
48 to a festival, stering at the features
that should have been seen only in the

uiet gleaw of the fireside, in the happy
shadow of a howme or beneath a matron-
ly veil at church. Dreadftul as it was,
che was conscious of a shelter in the
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it had repeated her name mors than
once in a loud and solemn tone, audible
to the whole multitude.

“Hearken unto me, Hester Prynnel”
said the voice.

It has already been noticed that direct-
ly over the platform on which Hester
Prynng stood was a kind of balcony ot
open gallery appended to the meeting
house. It was the place whence procla-
mations were wont to be made, amid
an assemblags of the magistracy, with
all the ceremoniul that attended such
public observancesin those days, Here,
to witness the scene which we are de-
scribing, sat Governor Bellinghamn bim.
self, with four sergeants about his chair,
bearing halberds, as a guard of henor
He wore a dark feather in his hat, a bor-
der of embroidery on his cloak and a
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advanced in years with a hard experi-
ence written in his wrinkles.
not ill fitted to be the head and repre
scntative of a comnmunity which owed its
origin and progress and its present state
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whow the chief ruler was surronnded,
were distingnizhed by a dignity of
wmien, belouging to a peried when the
forms of authority were felt to possess
the sacredness of divine institntions.
They were, doubtless, good men, juit
and sage. But, omt of the whole hu-
man family., it would not bhave Lcen

NE RSN T

and virtuous persons who should be less
capable of sitting in judgment on an
erring woman's heart avd disentangling
its mesh of good and evil than the =ages
of rigid aspect toward whom Hester
Prynne now tmined her face. Sheseemed
conscious, indeed, that whatever syn-
pathy she might expect lay in the larger
and warmer heart of the multitude; for

Coffins and Casgets.

the unbhsppy woman grew pale and
trembled.

Tre voice which had called her atten-
tion was that of the reverend and fa-
mous John Wileen, the eldest clergy
man of DBoston, a great scholar, like
most of his centemporaries in the pro-
fession, and withal a man of kind and
genial spirit. This last attribute, how-
ever, had been less carefully developed
than his intellectual gifts, and was, in

Wi have added to our already
complete line of wood and cloth

covered Coffing and Caskets

self congratulation with him. There he
stood, with a border of grizzled locks

SOLID WALKUT COFFINS AND CASKETS.

Also a line of his study, were winking, like those of

Hester's infant, in the unadulterated
sunshine. He looked like the darkly
engraved portraits which we see pre-
fixed to old volawmes of sermons, aund
had no more right than one of those
portraits would have to step forth, as he
now did, ard meddle with a questicn of
human guilt, passion and anguish.

“Hester Prynne,” raid the clergyman,
“] have striven with my young brother
here, under whose preaching of the
word you have been privileged tosit"—
Here Mr, Wilson laid his hand on the
shoulder of a pale young man hesida
bhim. “1 have sought, | say, to persuade
this godly youth that he should deal
with you hero in the face of heaven and
before these wise and npright rulers and
in hearing of all the people us touching
the vileness and blackuess of your sin
KEnowing your natural temper bette:
than I, he could better judge what argu-
ments to use, whether of tenderness or
terror, such as niizht prevail over your
hardness and obstinacy, insomnch that
you should no longer hice the name of
him who tempted you to this grievouns
fall. But be opposes to me (with a
young man's oversofiuess, albeit wise
beyond his years) that it were wronging
the very nature cf woman to force her
to lay open her heart's secrets in such
broad daylight and in the presence of
so great a multitude. Truly, as | sought
to convince him, the shame lay in the
commission of the sin, and notin the
showing of it forth. What say yon to it
-once again, Brother Dimmesdale? Must
it be thou or I that shall deal with this
poor sinner's soul?"

There was a tnurmur among the dig-
nitied and reverend occupants of the
balcony, and Governor Bellingham gave
expression to its purport, speaking in an
authoritative voice, althongh tempered
with respect toward the youthful clergy-
man whom he addressed.

s(3ood Master Dimmesdale,” said he,
“the respounsibility of this woman'’s soul
lies greatly with you. [t behooves yon,
therefore, to exhort her to repentance
and to confession as a proof and conse-
quence thereof."”

The directness of this appeal drew the
eyes of the whole ¢crowd upon the Rev-
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terin of the Superior Court of Franklin
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conuty.” That said defendant will appear
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pluint which will be filed againat her or the
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s B. B. Massexsuro, C. 8. C.
Ropt, 13, 1893.

scarcely heard a voice behind her until |

of development, not to the impulses of |

youth, but to the stern and tempered en- - on thy pedestal of shanie, yet better were

The other eminent characters, t-‘.l miny, that thereby thoun mayest work

beneath his skull cap; while his gray |
eyes, accustomed to the shaded light of

black velvet tunic beneath—a gentleman |

I1e was |

precisely becanse it imagined and boped |

as she lifted her eyes toward the balcony |

truth, rather a matter of shame than

i
|

|
|

L

| man,

erend Mr. Dinmesdale, a young clergy-
man who had come from one of the
great English universities, bringing all
the learning of the age into our wild
forestland. Hiseloyuence and religions

i fervor had already given the earnest of

high eminence in his profession. He
was a person of very striking aspect,
with a white, lofty and impending
brow, large, brown, melancholy eyes,
and a month which, unless when Le
forcibly compressed it, was apt to be
tremuloas, expressing both nervous sen-
sibility and a vast power of self restraint,

Notwithstandinzg his high native gifts
and scholarlike attainments there wus
an air about this young wiunister—an
apprehensive, a startled, u half frighten-
ed look—as of a beipg who felt himself
quite astray an:d at a foss in the pathway
of human existence, and could ouly be
at ease in some seclusivn of his own.
Therefore, so far as his duties wonld per-
mit, he trod iu the shaduwy bypaths and
thus kept himsel? simple and childlike,
comiing forth, when occasion was, with
& freshness aud fragrance and dewy
purity of thouzht w..o . v toiuy peaple
said, effected then Like thic speech of @
angel.

Such was the yonng man whom the
Reverend Mr. Wilsou und the guvernm
bad introduced so cpenly to the paidi
uotice, Lidding Lim speak in the hearuly
of all wmen to that wystery of u woman s
soul, €0 sacred even ia its pollution
The trying nature of his position drove
the blood from kis cheek and wade his
lips tremulous,

“Speak to the woman, my brother.”
said Mr. Wilscn,  "ltis of moment to
her soul, and therefore, as the worshp
ful governmor says, momentans to thim
own, iu whose chiarge licrs is
her to confess the truth!”

Tho Reverend Mr. Dirmmesdnle bent his
bead in silent prayer, as it secmed, and
then came forwasd.

“Hester Prynne," said he, leauing over
the Lalcony and looking down stead fast-
Iy into her eyes, “thou hearest what thas
goodd wan says and seest the acceonnin
bility under whieh [ lnbar, [ thon feel
est it to be for thy soul’s peace, and that
thy earthly punizhinent wili thereby Le
made more cffcetual to salvitien, |
charge thce tospeak out the wie of thy
fellow sinner and fellow suTerer!  Le
not silent frowa any wistalen paty and
tenderness for him; for, beheve e, Hes-
ter, though le were to step dowu from
a high place and stand there beside thee

LLxhort

it so than to hide a gnilty Leart thronzh
life. What ¢an thy silence do for him
except it tempt Lhim—yei. compel him
as it were—to add hypovnsy to sia?
Heaven hath granted thee an open 2o

out an open trinmph over the evil within
theo and the sorrow without,  Tadie ool
how thou deniest to Liin— who pere hntes
hath not the conrazge tograsp it for hun
self—the bLitter but wholiesone cop that
is now presented to ily hps!"

The youpg pastolr’s voee Wwias trem-

“U 0 alously sweet, tich, deep and Jaroken
easy to celect the same number of wise y l

The feeling that 12 =0 cevidentlsy moem
fested, rather than the duvet puagaat of
the words, caused it to vibrate withnn
all hearts, aud Lronght the hsteners
into one accord of sympatihy Even the
poor baby at Hesters bosor was af
fectedd by the =are nivenve, o i
directead its Litherto vacant gnze toavatd
Mr. Dimmesdade andd beld wp s hittle
arms with a hallf pleased, Bl vhuntive
murmur, Lo powerful seeimned the
ister's appeal that the people could not
believe bnt that Hester Prynne wonld
speak ont the gnilty nnme. or else that
the guilty one himself, in whatever
bigh or lowly place Le stood. wonld be
drawn furth Ly an joward aod roevita
ble necessity, and comnpelled to ascend
tho scaffold.

Hester shook ber Lead

“Womnan, transgress tot bevoud the
limits of heaven'smerey!” eried the oy
erend Mr. Wilson wore harshly thau be-
fore. *“That little babe hath been gifted
with a voice to secoud aud contina the
counsel which thou hast heard  Speak
out the name! Tuat and thy repentance
may avail to take the scarlet letter off
thy breast.”

“Never!” replicd [ester Prynne. .-
ing not at Mr. Wilsou, Lt ito the fecp
and troubled eyes of tlie younger cleryy
“It 1s too deeply Lrandad  Ye
cannot take it of. And woubl that |
might endure hisagony as well as mipe!’

“Speak, woman! said anotlier voice
coldly and sternly, proceeding from the
crowd about the scalfoll.  “Speak, and
give yoar child a futher!™

*1 will not speak!” answered Hester
turning pale as death. bat responding to
this voice, which she tuo surely recog:
nized. “And my chilid mustseek abeav
enly father: she shall never know an
earthily onel”

“she will not speak!” mrmuared Mr
Dimmesdale, who, leanitng over the bal-
cony with his hand upon bis beart, Lad
awaited thie result of his appeall He
now drow bLack with a long respiration
*Wondrons strength and generosity of 4
wowman's heart! She will not speeak!”

Discerning the impracticable state of
the poor calprit’s wind the elder clergy-
man, who had carefully prepared himself
for the ovcasion, addressed to the mult
tude a discourse on sin in allits branches.
but with continnal reference to the igno-
minions letter. So foreibly did he dwell
upon this symbol for the hour or wmore
during which his periods were rolling
over the people’s heads that it assmined

I
'l

pard demeanor, she was led back to | Even if [ iinagine a scheme of venre-
prison, and vanished from the public | ance whkat could | do better for my vb-

gaze within 1ts iron chuuped portal. [t | ject than to ot thee live—than to give I
i&hse medicines against all
J

was whispered by those who peered after
bher that the scariet letter threw a lurid

gleamn along the dark passageway of the
interior,

CHAPTER [IL
THE INTERVIEW.

After her reiuem to the prison, Hester
Prynne was found to Lo in & state of
nervous excitement that demanded con-
stant watchfulness, lest she shguld per-
petrate violence oa herself or do some
balf frenzie:d mischief to the poor bube

| As night approached, it proviug impos-

sible to guell her imsulburdingtion by
rebuke or threats of punishent, Mastor
Brackett, the jailer, thonght fit tuintro
duce a physician. He described hiw ns
u mun of skill in all Christizo modes of
physical science, and Ukewise fumiliar
with whatever the savagze poopls could

€ Larin and
peril of life—so thut this buoruing shame

lma_\' still Lluze upon thy bLosowm?  As

hesepolielie laid Ins long forefinger on the
| scarlet lotter, which forthwith scemed

i | to seorch into [Hester's breast ms if it
{ had been red bot. He noticed ber in

volontary gesture a&nd sinilel.  “Live
| therefore, and Lear about thy doom with
thee, in the eyes of mien and women-
in the eyes of bivn wliin thon dudst eall
thy hnsbard—in the eves of yonder
child! Agd, that thoun wayest bLve
take off this dreft.”

\Withont furtber expostulation or de
Iay Hester Prynne drained tho cnp, and
at the motion of the man of skiil scated
herself ©a the Led where the chilidl wns
tleeping, while hie drow tle ouly clair
which the roout efforded anl took ha
own sesl besido Ler.  Ehe could tot but

teach in resyect to mediinal rnerta and A temble at theso preparations, fur she

roots that grew in the forest. To say
the truth, there was much ueed of pro-

fessinnal assistunce, ot merely {5 Hes.
ter herseif, but sull wmore urgentiy for
the child: who, Jdrawing 1ts sustenance
from the maternad Losom. sectuvid (o
have drank in with it xil the turmnorl
the anpguish and despair whiclh per-
vaded the mother's svsti It now
writhed in convulsions of puin, nnd was
n forciblo typo, io iis little frone, of the
woral egony which [lester Prynne Lad
borne throughnut the day

Closely following the jatler imto the
dismal apartuent apprared
vidnal of sicgular wiect wlhose pres-

peet wh [iTes
ence in the ecrowd bad Loen of saelie
L ]

intercst to the vieanr of scarict

ter. He was lodged 1n the prion, net
s snspected of aax cfense. but as the
1ost convenient andd dle maode of

cqisposing of Lim an il the magistrates
sh:ould have conferiod withy the Indian
gagamores respecting hits ransein bhs
naAme was annotnceed a Clitllingr-
worth  The Jutlerafter oslerniug Lim
imto the roown renuined ooeegnent, mai
veling st the connpar.tive gt that fol
luwed Lis eutrance: fur Hestor Pryune
had 1mmedately become ns still oas
death, althovgh the elild continued to
uioan

[‘inur," 4

“Prithee, froaend, leave e alone with
my patient,” ranl the g
“Trast me. gowd Jailer, vou sball brefly
have peace i1 your hotooand | proauise
you Mistress Pryce shodl hesoafter be

more smenable (o Just schority than

whitlomer

yon may have found ber Loretofore”

Nay, if your warship can acvotipiish
that,” auswerwd Master Dwlhetr, 0l
ghall own you fora nan of skl imdecd
Venly, the woman Luth boen 11
possassed  ones aded there Tweas
that | shonbl take i bosd o apve
gitan outl of her with sl

Tl stranszer bl cntened the pany
with the chaaracieniste guietinde
profession to wlhich he ann
self as Lelonging

ftLle
npeed hun
Nordud Lis demoennor

chunge when the w 1thdruwael  of Ve
prison keeper Wt bl fooe to e w 1th
the wortantt who=e al-orbd et ol

him i the erowsd el i timited o
a relation between bunsedf and ber
Flas tirst care v.as misen e the eluld
wiose eres, tideed, se-s e iy vntha

on the tramdlc ol e 1ir oof

Lory pecessuty o pastptne gnloouinr
bsmoas to the Ledo of seatlang e Hle

ssausned the infunt ecarcefuliy o
precesded to uneiasp g leathern cise
wlitch he took froon begwsithy s diess
It appearcd to cm i
tions, one of which Le ing!
cup of water

My olid studies in alehemy " observed
he, “and ey sogonrm. bor alsawve o vear
past, oz o ople well vorsod t

kindly properties of singples have nanle
a beiter physiomn of aae than woany th
clitm the medicaldegree, Hore, wonnn

Tho clald 1s vours, she s noe of e

neither will she recoguize o !
aspect 68 A futher's n or ]
draft, therefore. with thine vonsn band ©

Hester ropelled the offered ey
at the =nme oWkl =lrongey
marked apprebenston it I9ef

e a2t

SWouldst thon avenge th-odf G thie
innocent bal:e? win peTesd sl

tFoolizh woman!” responded the phy
sicdan, half eoldly, bLalt seotlnuciy
“What shonld @l e, to harm this was
begotten amd  miserable  baber e
medicine is potent fun good, amd were 1t
my chibl—yea, mine own, us well es
thine—1 conld do o better for it

As she =till hesttated, beins an fact

in uo reasonabile state of wnd he took
the infant 1 Lis arins awd hneself ad-
ministered the draft, 1t soon proved its
efficacy and redecined the leech’s plodge
The moans of the lititle patient snbsided,
its convulsive tossings gradunily ceised
and in a few mowments, ns is tae castom

| of yonng children after relief from pain
| it sank into a profonnd and dewy slnm-

ber. The physician. as be badl a fuir
right to Le termed. next lastowed lis
attention on the wother With calin nnd
intent scrutiay he felt ber pulse, looked
into her eves—a pgaze thal made ber
leart shrini and shudder, because so fu-
tniliar and yet so strange and cold —and
finally, satistied with hida investigation,
proceeded to wingle anvther draft.

“] know not Lethe nor Nepenthe,™ pee
marked he, “but I have learned many
new secrets in the wilderness, and here

| is one of them—a recipe that 2o Indian

new terrors in their inagination. and |

seemed to deriveits searlet hiue from the
flames of the infernal pit.

Hester Prynne, meanwhile, kept her
place upon the pedestal of shae, with
glazed eves and un air of weary indiffer-
ence, She had borne that worning all
that nature counld endure. and as her
temperament was not of the order that
escapes from too intense suffering Ly a
swoon, her spirit could only shelter itseif
beneath a stony crust of insensibility
while the facrlties of animal life re-
mained entire. In this state the voice of
the preacher thundered remorselessly,
but unavailingly, upon her ears. The
infant, during the latter portion of her
ordeal. pierced the air with its wailingw
and screams; she strove to hush it, me-
chanically, but seemed scarcely to sym-
pathize with its trouble. With the sumne

o S b et LRV = e a2 Ao

|

tanght e ia requital of sowe lessons of
my own trat were as old as Paracelsus.
Drink it! !t may be less soothing than
a sinless conscience. That | cannot give
thee. DButit will calm the swell and
heaving of thy passion, like o1l thrown
on the waves of tewpestuons sea”™

He presented the cup to Hester, who
received it with A slow, earnest look iato
his face—not precisely a look of fear,
yet full of doubt and questioning as to
what his purposes might be. She looked
also at her slumbering child.

] have thonght of death.,” said she—
“have wished for it—wonld e¢ven bave
prayed for it were it fit that such as |
shonld pray for anything. Yet if death
be in this cup | Lid thee think again ere
thou beholdest me quaff it. Seo! It is
even now at my lips.™ >

“Driuk, then,” replied he, still with
the scme cold composure. ‘‘Dost thou
know we so little, Hester Pryone? Are
wmy purvoses wont to be so shallow?

" falt that—having vow doue all that Ln

manity or principie, or, if so it were, a |

reflned crueity g,
the relicf of plivs

next to treat with b o -
ghe had most sdecpry v b vt
Jured

Hester,™ aaid b I W
fore nor how thi ‘
[t or say, rather, t
the pedostl of infaniy, oo v !
thee, The reascnasn O
was my fully and th ikpsa |
mun of thouzbl, the bousworm of o7
Libraries, noean Alrewdy 1decay, bavin;
given my best vears (o foed 1 Iin

hregim of knowledge, what Lzl |

Wit i tyv like A
.‘T‘u :r H e 1 T ] > *
< I PR { b
1ntelleets FAEAF I vl
fefaraity 1 oy s |
Mencall nie wis I} S ESEEE SRR R )
wise 1o therr owy Ie f 1 el 1
foreseen a0l this, o mneist bave know
that as ! e ont nf 1 viaet onnl dis
vl forest and entere | rttimnent of
Chn=tian toen thie very L . «t U
ticet v eyves wonld b thy-o3f, He ter
Prynne. standing up. a statae of 1700
miiny, before the peuple Nay, o th
momient when s cncan down the «

church gteges tozether, a marmie] poar

tzhit have twheld the balelire of tha

scarlet letter blazing at the end of our
i‘l.&‘.:'.!‘

“T'hon kuowest.™ aaid [lester—for
{'—f‘!'-&:)": LS vhe AUl a ]| ] pot endunre
tina L i1 naf her
shamao - v N at | mir
with thive I L Firva foage
any.’

- T renited Te [4 wus £
| have sand 13 st oy t L |

v 1vfe, 1) 11 ol | A\

11 b O vl Vv i t Wis n
Lt 1 | ! 1 for g
guests, bat lonely ated cinll, aned wath

ont a honselindd tire I Lannges) tir Kymdle

one! It oseeomaesd 0ot Vihadream
R

bl oA | owae, sasd somaler as | was, amd
tadsshapen ns 1owv s Toadl the o mrmple
lelyss, wwhiterh 13 soattored
for-all smankizsel vogathvr

e wnne A s, [oster, 1 odrew o

lngs faarly Lalar

Il lives Wwilo fhes
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[4
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" Fe P
cotroeal 1,1
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day, whe ey songht to
nawre vat of thy heary awld jrve tioe u
partuer on thy pedosial But, as for
me, | come to the 1
senses than they
this 1mum,; as bl songehit trutt
boaks: ns | havesronght gold m alelweiny
There 1% a syvpathy that will niakewse
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